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BRITAIN's REMEMBRANCER, &c. 

Heav*n-daring fins n tokens yield, ( . 


That mercy ſoon will ceaſe a land to ſhield: 
For theſe abounding, rouſe Almighty ire, 

And waſte a realm as with conſuming fire. 
is God incens'd that empires does o'erthrow, 
To his juſt wrath theſe their deſtruction owe. 
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Uebteonſneſs exalteth a nation: but fin is a reproach to any people, Prov. xiv. 
34 Ab finful nation, a people laden cuith iniquity—they have forſaken the 
Lord, they have provoked the Holy One of 1/rael unto anger, Iſa. i. 4. And 
bebold, ye are riſen up in your fathers ſtead, an increaſe of ſinful men, to 
augment yet the fierce anger of the Lord toward Iſrael, — toward Britain. 
Behold, ye hawe finned againſt the Lord: and be ſure your fin <vill find you 
aut, Numb. xxxii. 14, 23. Do ye thus requite the Lord, O fooli/h people, 
and unwiſe ? Deut. xxxii. 6. Shall I not wifit for theſe things ® ſaith the 
Lord: and ſhall not my foul be avenged on ſuch a nation as this Jer. v. 
9. Only fear the Lord, and ſerve him in truth with all your heart ; for 
ronfeder how great things he hath done for you. But if ye ſhall ſtill do auicł- 
aal, ye ſhall be conſumed, both ye and your king, 1 Sam. Xii. 24, 25. 
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TO THE 


ET We 


SIR, 

HAT the Supreme Magiſtrate, acting in 
T character, 1s juſtly entitled to all legal 
ſubjection, and dutiful reſpect, both reaſon and 
Scripture agree; and ſuch as would refuſe to 
render theſe, or infringe on either, cannot be 
innocent in the fight of Heaven. In his official 
character, he is the moſt ſtriking emblem of the 
Sacred Majeſty of the Univerſe that earth can 
preſent ; and therefore claims the higheſt civil 
homage and veneration, for His ſake whoſe ſub- 
ſtitute and emblem he is. A wile and virtuous 
Prince is a proof of the Divine favour towards 
the people over whom he preſides : but every 
tyrant is as a ſword or ſcourge, in the hand of 
God, to chaſtiſe or deſtroy the offending na- 
tions. As kings are amenable to him for the 
exerciſe of their high authority and extenſive 1n- 
uence, ſo, even in ordinary caſes, that autho- 
"ty is to be viewed as derived from himſelf: for 
the Powers that be are ordained of God, by whom 
Kngs reign and decree juſtice. The regal pow- 
er and dignity are a ſacred depoſitum intruſted 


o them, in order to he employed for the honour 
} a 2 of 


( iv ) 
of its original Author, and the protection and 
happineſs of its objects. Theſe ends anſwered, 
they become an important bleſſing to mankind, 
and ſubſervient to the benign purpolcs of the 
Divine adminiſtration. g 

The following ſheets being addreſſed to the 
Nation at large, and, with regard to their con- 
tents and object, of univerſal concern, it will ap. 

| pear the leſs ſurpriſing, the Author ſhould pre- 
ſame thus to inſcribe them to your Majeſty; for 
whatever affects the morals and the happineſs of 
the ſubjects at large, ſure cannot appear a mat. 
ter of indifference to a Prince, who hath deſer- 
vedly acquired the venerable title of the Father 
of his People. When kings and princes, whoſe 
judgment and choice fix the taſte and manner: 
of the great, and from whoſe example even the 
lower clafles draw, thro” that medium, their ha- 
bits, actions, and characters, diſcover an un- 
ſeigned concern for the eternal happineſs of 
their ſubjects no leſs than for their temporal 
welfarc, their memory will remain fragrant and 
refreſhing to lateſt ages; for Religion confers the 
trueſt honour, and the moſt laſting fame. 

That the important ends of Government have 
in a great meaſure been happily ſecured to thele 
lands, by the acceſſion of your illuſtrious Anceſ- 
tors to the Throne of Britain, every unprejud!- 


Fed perſon muſt allow, an millions will cheer- 
| fully 


(* } 
fully own. May ſuch be the happy conſequence 
ot that event to lateſt ages. It is perhaps ſcarce 
poſſible for a people to give more unfeigned 
proofs, or ſtronger expreſſions of loyal attach- 
ment to a prince, and concern for his perſonal 
and domeſtic felicity, than the Inhabitants of 
this Iſle have diſcovered for your Majeſty and 
Royal Houſehold, on the afflictive occaſion of 
your late threatening illneſs. The joy manifeſt- 
ed by all ranks, on the happy recovery which 
propitious Heaven vouchſafed your Majeſty, in 
anſwer to their wiſhes and prayers, afforded ſuch 
ademonſtration of loyalty and affection as could 
not but be highly pleaſing and acceptable to 
your paternal heart. In the lively ſorrow and 
joy which theſe events ſo univerſally gave, the 
Writer begs leave to ſay, he took an intimate 
part. That kind interpoſition of Providence 
hath, no doubt, laid the Nation under fingular 
obligations to Heaven : But there is too much 
reaſon to fear, that we are too apt to forget ſuch 
deliverances, at leaſt, to neglect their due im- 
provement. The elevated ſphere in which kings 
move, being ſeparable from much care and 
danger, is leſs defirable on its own account, than 
jor the ſake of thoſe diſtinguiſhed advantages 
which it affords, of approving themſelves the 
loyal ſubjects of the Prince of peace, by em- 
ploying their power and influence for his ho- 
nour 


Cu) 
nour and intereſt, and the generous friends of 
mankind, whoſe Guardians they are by office. 
A few things, juſtly deemed of great moment, 
are here humbly ſubmitted to your Royal con- 
ſideration. 

The Great King of kings, by ſparing your 
valuable life to ſuch a time as this, is giving you 
a favourable opportunity of promoting his glo- 
ry, the honour and intereſt of Chriſtianity, and 
the happineſs of myriads of the human race; 
and, no doubt, expects you ſhould embrace it, 
Your Royal clemency, and known regard to juſ. 
tice and humanity, cannot ſure be more honour- 
ably exerciſed, than by an exertion of the pow» 
er with which your Majeſty is inveſted, in or- 
der to put an immediate ſtop to the fatal depre- 
dations of the Slave Trade on a foreign coaſt, fo 
far as Britiſh ſubjects are concerned, an object 
which hath of late deſervedly excited the atten- 
tion of the Public: for your Royal pleaſure once 
iignified, the other branches of the Legiſlature, 
we may ſuppoſe, would ſoon acquieſce, Such 
an act of humanity and juſtice could not fail to 
add freſh luſtre to the crown, to immortalize 
your auſpicious reign, to gratify the virtuous 
part of the Community, and to bring down the 
bleſſing of Heaven on your Family and Sub- 
jects: whereas the continuance of this odious 


and inhuman traffic, in the face of all the evi- 
dence 


( vii ) © 
dence of its enormity, if the Governor among 
the nations be a God of truth and juſtice, can- 
not fail to expoſe and endanger all theſe, That 
righteouſneſs which exalteth a nation, ſeems to re- 
quire ſuch an exertion of the Royal prerogative 
on the preſent occaſion ; for to countenance the 
trade in queſtion, in preſent circumſtances, muſt 
bea reproach to any people, and, if perſiſted in, may 
prove their ruin, 

Even pure minds need to be ſtirred up by 
way of remembrance, and none more than kings, 
who have not always acceſs to fee truths and 
facts undiſguiſed. It often grieves the hearts 
of many of your Majeſty's beſt ſubjects, to ſee 
the barbarous cuſtom of Duelling prevailing in 
a Chriftian land, to the offenee of God, the great 
increaſe of our national guilt, the diſtreſs of fa- 
milies, the loſs of many lives to the communi- 
ty, and, it is much to be feared, the future per- 
dition of the individuals who engage in it, or, at 
leaſt, who periſh by it. They look up with anxiety | 
to you, Sire, to give an effectual check to a prac- 
tice ſo diſgraceful and criminal in itſelf, and ſo 
deſtructive, and ſubverſive of all good order in 
the State; and hope your paternal care will, in 
this reſpect, at length manifeſt itſelf for the 
peace, the ſafety and happineſs of thoſe, who, 
in a civil view, ſtand related to you as ſubjects, 


as ſervants and children. While they rejoiced 
at 
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at the late narrow eſcape of one of the Princes, 
they fondly perſuaded themſelves, that even: 
would have ere now produced ſomething deciſive 
on that head, as an expreſſion of gratitude for the 
kind interpoſition of Heaven on that occaſion, 
and a proof of your Majeſty's paternal care, re- 
ſpecting the peaceable deportment, and perſona] 
ſafety of your ſubjects. 

I the too common practice of Duelling add 
to our national guilt and diſgrace, and ſo claim 
ſpeedy redreſs, the neglect of puniſhing, for 
a conſiderable time paſt, the atrocious crime 
of Child-murder, in one part of your Majel- 
ty's dominions, is a crying evil, which me— 
rits your Royal attention, and demands the in- 
terference of the Legiſlature, This neglect 1; 
fraught with inſult to the laws of God and 
the State, and brings the guilt of innocent blood 
upon the Land, which the Judge of all will not 
fail to require, when He makes inquiſition for 
blood. The prevalence of the above evils, 10 
fraught with ſhame and guilt, ſanctioned by 
blind cuſtom, and patronized, or connived at by 
the laws, cannot but deeply affect all that fear 
God, and properly love their King and Coun- 
try; becauſe theſe claim the interpoſition of Jus 
reRoral juſtice, and, if not timely redreſſed, may 
ſoon procure the awful viſitation of his merited 


wrath. 
As 
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As the means of Divine appointment, thirs* 
* 


the blelling of Heaven, alone can give an effec- 
tual check to abounding iniquity, and produce 
a thorough reformation, it is humbly begged, 
with all due deference, that your Majeſty, as a 
nurſing Father to the Church eſtabliſhed by law 


members be - provided with able and faithful 
Paſtors, to inſtruct them in the great truths and 
duties of Chriſtianity, and exemplity the ſame 
by their own pious and circumſpect deport- 
ment, The common exerciſe of the uſurped 
right of Patronage, having been found ſadly pre- 
judicial in this reſpect, the reſtoration of this 
right, ſo far as claimed by the Crown, to the 
Chriſtian people, in whom it was originally veſt- 
ed, and who ſtill exerciſe it in moſt Churches, 
would be an act of juſtice and generoſity, wor- 
chy a great and good Prince, and attended with 
ſuch happy conſequences as would much more 
than compenſate all the power and influence its 
preſent exerciſe can give. A worthy Prelate, 
who was no enthuſiaſt, or enemy to due ſubor- 
dination in Church or State, ſuggeſts a conſide- 
ration, which renders the exerciſe of this mo- 
dern right no defirable object to any that be- 
lieve the exiſtence of a Supreme Ruler, and the 
certainty of a future judgment. His words me- 
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in theſe lands, would give diligence that all her 
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Tit the attention of thoſe who claim the ſole ex- 
erciſe of that right. 

e * Patrons (ſays he) ought to Lok upon them. 
« ſelves as bound to have a ſacred regard to this 
i truſt that is veſted in them, and to conſider 
« very carefully what the nature of the benefice 
that they give is, and what are the qualifica- 
tions of the perſon they preſent to it; other- 
« wiſe the ſouls that may be loſt by a bad no- 
“ mination, whatſoever may have been their 
“ motive to it, will be required at their hands*,” 
This conſideration duly weighed, your Majeſty, 
and all inferior patrons, would think the fur- 
render of this claim, or ſolemn truſt, to thoſe to 
whom it properly and of divine right belongs, 
a happy releaſe from an intolerable burden ; for 
every one will find he has enough of his own 
to account for in the great day, when all the 
{ſons of men muſt render an account of their 
ſtewardſhip, tho' he ſhould not be amenable for 
the fatal conſequences that may reſult from the 
criminal neglects of others. 

No doubt, under your Majeſty” s mild admi- 
niſtration, there is leſs reaſon to complain on 
this head, every one being left at liberty to ſub- 
mit to the Patron's Preſentee as his Paſtor, or to 
aſſociate himſelf with any party of Chriſhans 
; where 


« * Biſhop Burnet's Paſtoral Care, Page 200. apud me. 


( x ) 
where he may think his edification and Chriſ- 
tian privileges beſt promoted and ſecured. But 
then, what good reaſon can be aſſigned, why 
ſuch meaſures ſhould be ſtrenuouſly perſiſted in, 
as evidently tend to reduce parochial charges to 
mere ſinecures, and have had that effect already 
in numberleſs inſtances to alienate the ſubjects 
from the Church as by law eſtabliſhed, (where 
they, in general, find themſelves treated as ci- 
phers in a matter which moſt nearly concerns 
them) if not from religion itſelf, and to deprive 
the Clergy of reſpectability and influence among 
the people ; all which, the experience of many 
years ſhews to be ſome of the unhappy effects 
of the rigorous exerciſe of that oppreſſive yoke. 
The redreſs of this ſingle grievance would be of 
vaſt moment to the ſucceſs of religion, and the 
proſperity of the State ; and 1s therefore highly 
worthy the attention of a King, who is happily 
ſo much beloved by his people. It is with be- 
coming diffidence and reſpect theſe things are 
ſuggeſted ; but a regard to the glory of the Di- 
vine Being, the honour and proſperity of theſe 
lands, and the ſtability of the Britiſh throne, 
will, it is hoped, be deemed a ſufficient apology. 
While the permiſſion, or practice of the evils al- 
luded to, is deemed and felt to be ſuch a grie- 
vance as loudly claims redreſs, it is readily grant- 
ed, that, in mixed conſtitutions, like ours, the 

b 2 greateſt 


* 
greateſt princes, and the wiſeſt miniſters of State 
may often find it expedient to yield to abuſes, 
- which they are far from approving. 
Such, alas, is the impudent wickedneſs and 
daring impiety of the preſent day, that the ex- 


ample of Royalty itſelf fails in recommending 


the practice of virtue, even to thoſe who have 
near acceſs to obſerve its attractive charms ! If 
fins abound in Britain, and receive the counte- 
nance of thoſe who lead the faſhion, and form 
the manners of the age, againſt which God hath 
revealed his wrath from heaven, and on account 
of which he hath often inflicted deſolating judge- 
ments on other nations, not favoured with our 
advantages, what is the iſſue too likely to prove 
with reſpect to us? Seeing then that deprava- 
tion of manners wofully prevails among all ranks, 
to the great diſgrace of a nation profeſſing Chriſ- 
tianity, and the imminent hazard of the State; 
and as reformation, before it can prove eſſectual, 
mult begin with the Great, may we not hope 
that your Majeſty, according to the ſpirit of 
your Royal proclamation for the encouragement 
of” Piety and Virtue, &c. will, with the aſſiſtance 
of your Privy Council, adopt the moſt vigorous 
and eligible meaſures for checking the alarming 
progreſs of ſuch a boding evil, that all iniquity, 
as aſhamed, may hide her face, and ſtop her 


mouth, and that ill men be no more. Such 35 
the 


__ - 
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the great object of this Eſſay, humbly inſcribed 
to your Majeſty, however poorly it may be ex- 
ecuted; to ſecure which, it is devoutly recom- 
mended to His patronage and bleſſing, with 
whom it is nothing to help, even with them that 
have no power, He whoſe kingdom ruleth over 
all hath declared, that fuch as honour him, he 
will honour, an object worthy the ambition of 
princes, as well as private perſons. 

May that God, by whom kings reign, and 
princes and rulers decree juſtice, have your Ma- 
jeſty and Royal Conſort always under his ſpe- 
cial care and protection, and command his beſt 
bleſſings upon you, and on your progeny. May 
what the poet ſings continue to be ſtill verified 
in your reign, and in the reign of many happy 
ſucceſſors of your Royal line: | 


Happy, when both to the ſame centre move, 
When Kings give liberty, and ſubjetls love *. 


Conſcious of a heart devoted to God, and ſup- 
ported in every ſituation by a well-founded con- 
fidence in his favour, may you be enabled to 
nſe in your views and affection above every 
thing attractive on earth, and to fix your hopes 
on the glorious realities. of an unſeen world. 
May-your valuable lives be {pared for his glo- 

ry, 


* Sir John Denham's Cooper's Hill. 


( xiv ) 
ry, the happineſs of your Royal Houſehold, and 
the proſperity of theſe lands, till, after having 
long adorned your elevated ſtation on earth, you 
obtain, at a remote period, thro' the mediation 
of the Son of God, an eaſy and honourable 
tranſlation to the poſſeſſion of a crown of glory 
which fadeth not away, and a kingdom that 
cannot be moved, eternal in the heavens, 

May your Royal Offspring be endowed with 
every Chriſtian grace, and 7: incely virtue; and 
may there be always one vi } 07 1112{trious line 
to fill the Britiſh throne, and iway: che Sceptre 
over a free and happy people, who will make 
their happineſs the great rule of his Govern- 
ment ; and the practice of undefiled Religion, 
without which neither Prince nor People can be 


happy, the pillars of his Throne. Such is the MF 5, 
fincere defite and earneſt prayer of, ar 
May it pleaſe your Majeſty, | z 
Your Majeſty's moſt loyal Subject, « 

And moſt humble * 

And obedient Servant, A 
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T is with that diffidence and reſpect which are due 
[ to the Public at large, that the Author ventures to 
addreſs the following ſheets to his fellow- ſubjects. To 
animadvert on public vices, to a perſon of ordinary 
humanity, however neceſſary at times, is a taſk not 
the moſt pleaſant in itſelf, or deſirable on its own ac- 
count. Of all the offices of friendſhip and fidelity, 
admonition and reproof, are, in general, not the moſt 
welcome, or the leaſt difficult to be properly admini- 
tered. How far he has ſucceeded in attempting this, 
time, and the judgment of the virtuous and candid, 
muſt determine. This is not indeed a time for ſaying 
ſmooth things on ſuch a ſubje& ; for no complailance 
ſhould give laws where objects of the very laſt import- 
ance are at ſtake, His wiſh, however, is not to irritate, 
but to reform ; and he therefore hopes, the ſincerity 
and goodneſs of his intention will be allowed to apo- 
logize for him, where the natural warmth of his tem- 
par, a felt concern for the honour and ſucceſs of Chri- 
ſtianity, and the continued proſperity of his Country, 
have led to what ſome may perhaps account too plain 
dealing, or undue ſeverity. 1f able to form any judge- 
ment of his own ſentiments and leading motives in 
this attempt, he can appeal to Him who perfectly 
knows all our ſecret ſprings of action, that he would 
not willingly offend any, even the meaneſt of his fel- 
ow-creatures, nor ſay a ſevere thing of their conduct, 


ud not a regard to their happineſs ſeem to require it. 
Indeed, 
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Indeed, while vices keep private, they ought to he 1e 


proved only in private, and no attempts ſhould be 
made to draw forth deeds of darkneſs from their vile 
obſcurity. But when the wicked become bold in ini. 
quity, and proclaim their fin as Sodom, and hide it 
not, he is unworthy of the Chriſtian name, who is a. 
fraid of declaring the truth, and animadverting on 
their conduct, left he ſhould incur their diſpleaſure. 
Tho' it would give vaſt concern to the author, ſhould 
this Addreſs fail of attaining, in ſome meaſure, the end 
propoſed, thro* his inability or miſmanagement ; yet, 
in a matter which involves objects of ſuch magnitude, 
he would not be deterred from the duty of a faithful 
monitor by any conſiderations which carnal prudence 
might ſuggeſt, 

With regard to any liberty of animadyerfion taken, 
is it not much to be wiſhed there was leſs occaſion for 
it? However much the writer deteſts falſehood and 
miſrepreſentation, yet would he rejoice ſhould our con- 
duct, as a nation, in this prove him a liar, and his ſpeech 
nothing worth. None but the guilty need be alarm. 
ed at the mention of guilt. Callous and unfeeling in- 
deed muſt that heart in a moral view be, that can 
cloſely ſurvey ſuch a ſcene of guilt and conſequent 
miſery, as our national vices preſent, and not be at 
times tranſported beyond the bounds which cold ci 
ticiſm, and a lifeleſs form of godlineſs might preſcribe. 
When profligacy of manners, arifing from a combins- 
tion of cauſes—eqducation, infidelity, aſſociations in 
vice, Cc. hath ſpread, and is fill ſpreading its horrid 
devaſtations far and wide, is it not time to obey the in- 
junction of God by the prophet ? „ Cry aloud, ſpare 
„not, ſhew my people their tranſgreſſion, and the 
* houſe of Jacob their ſins x. Such profligacy is . 
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geed the leſs to be wondered at, when we conſider how 
is countenanced by perſons of the higheſt rank, has 
no check from the laws, and will admit of none from 
the pulpit. A conduct of this nature is not more hoſ- 
tile to religion and purity of manners, than unworthy 
of that philoſophy and refinement of taſte to which ſo 
many pretend. 

Some parts of the following Addreſs were compo- 
{ed ſeveral years ago, merely to give vent to the im- 
preſſions produced by the events to which they refer, 
without the moſt remote thought of their ever appear- 
ing in public. Often indeed did the Author earneſt- 
|y wiſh, while he turned his thoughts to the ſubject, 
that God might put it into the heart of ſome one bet- 
ter qualified, to attempt fomething of a ſimilar nature. 
Whatever may have been done with the ſame view, 
ina detached way, nothing has appeared, fo far as he 
has acceſs to know, on ſo comprehenſive a plan, or 
executed in a ſimilar manner; elſe this had never ſo- 
cited the attention of the Public. Viewing the fa- 
Yourite maxims, and prevailing courſes of the times, 
4 repugnant to the glory of God, the intereſt of reli- 
don, and the peace and ſafety of the ſtate, he was in- 
duced to proſecute it in its preſent form, amidſt a num- 
ber of other avocations, rather than neglect the oppor- 
tumity, and ſeeming call of Providence, of admoniſh- 
ing bis tellow-ſubjeas reſpecting the evil and danger 
of our ways; or, ſhould we ſtill perſiſt in theſe, in 
'pite of every admonition, of bearing teſtimony for 
bod againſt them, in which view he doubts not of his 
iceptance of the attempt, ſhould it unhappily fail of 
ataning its deſired effect with regard to ourſelves, 
Lhe Writer is ready to own, he hath, in common with 


ther members of the community, had a hand in the 
T C general 


| 


power, he perſevered, not without ſome hopes that 


{ xvii ) 
general provocation, and contributed to the increase 
of our national guilt. Of this he wiſhes to be deep) 
ſenſible, and humbled for it in the ſight of Heaven, 
While he therefore takes upon him to animadvert on 
the reigning vices of the day, however free he may 
be kept from theſe, he muſt yet plead guilty before 
God, placing his ſole hope in his mercy. — May he, ad 
his infinite compaſſion, forgive both him and them in 
this, for the ſake of his Anointed, and not ſuffer our 
iniquity to prove our ruin. 

Senfible of the importance and difficulty of ſuch 1 
taſk, he engaged in it with fear and diffidence, yet, 
looking up to Him who can ordain ſtrength, and per. 
fect praiſe even from the mouths of babes, and with 
whom it is nothing to help with them that have no 


the Lord would graciouſly accept of this free-will-o- 
fering at his hand, and make it, with all its defeds, 
one way or other ſubſervient to his glory. Accom- 
panied with his warmeſt wiſhes and earneſt prayers 
it now comes abroad, ſoliciting the attention of bi 
Countrymen, as a ſubjet in which every Briton !“ 
deeply intereſted. - May the Governor among the n. 
tions, to whoſe patronage and blefling it has beet 
often committed, and to which it is now commended 
on its entrance into the world, deign to patronize and 
bleſs it. 

Among other objections which preſented themſelves 
againſt ſuch a publication, one was, That, conſidering 
the reigning taſte and ſpirit of the times, and the cul 
pable indifference and lukewarmneſs of many even d 
the ſerious, there was no great reaſon to expect fuct 
encouragement as would indemnity the®expence at 
tending it; tho' indeed productions of a , 
i y 
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y trivial nature, or of a moſt pernicious tendency, ſtill 
find a warm reception, and command an extenſive 
circulation. Motives however, which he truſts are 
got unworthy of the man, the citizen, and the Chtiſ- 
tian have out-weighed every confideration diſſuading 
from the attempt. However poorly it may be exe- 
cuted, and whatever exceptions may he againſt parti- 
cular parts, yet, conſidering its object, may it not be 
allowed to have a claim on the patronage of the vir- 
tuous part of the community, a diſappointment in 
which would redound not more to the honour of the 
nation, a concern for whoſe happineſs was the ſtimu- 
latins motive, than of the author? Some may diſre- 
ih, others perhaps ridicule a performance, one pro- 
ſeſſed object of which is to expoſe and cenſure public 
nces, ſome of which have unhappily gained the ſanc- 
ton of the faſhionable and wealthy: but whatever is 
publiſhed with a fincere aim to benefit mankind in 
their moſt valuable and lafting concerns, cannot whol- 
ly fail of obtaining the approbation and beſt wiſhes of 
the wife and good, notwithſtanding any defects in the 
ande of execution. Degenerate as the age is, there 
il remains ſo much candour and virtue among us, as 
o procure indulgence, if not approbation and coun- 
tenance, to a deſign of this nature, at leaſt with thoſe 
Who ſtand not in ſuch need of it. But ſhould He who 
lone can convert Jacob, and ſucceed any mean of 
tormation, deign to make the preſent eſſay ſubſer- 
went to fo defirable an end, tho' but in a fe- inſtan- 
&, this would render the breath of applauſe, and the 
aſt of cenſure almoſt alike inſignificant, and ſecure 
o the author the moſt valuable reward. 
May it not be aſſerted, without incurring the charge 
vanity, that the ſubjects here humbly offered to the 
e 12 conſi- 
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importance, — to involve the moſt momentuous cone. 
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conſideration of the public, with their native conſ-. 
quences, are, in preſent circumſtances, much more in. 
tereſting to every Briton than the moſt elegant and 
flowery ſtrictures that ever appeared on the merely 
political advantages or defects of any ſyſtem of ciyi] 
polity, that hath at any time been adopted in the 
kingdoms of the world? When theſe are loſt in one 
univerſal wreck, and all their pomp and pageaniry 
vaniſhed as a viſionary ſcene, the reſult of obſerving 
or violating the laws of the Almighty, will be felt and 
acknowledged by an aflembled world, to be of infinite 


quences to all ranks and deſcriptions of men. The 

compliance now given to the demands of his worl 
and providence, and the reception ſuch attempts find, 
as tend to inculcate and enforce theſe, will prove the 
occaſion of inconceivable bliſs or endleſs wo to count: 
Jeſs myriads of the human race. Such however, is, 43 
the infatuation of multitudes, that, tho' often warne! 
of their danger, and earneſtly beſeeched to flee iron 
it, they remain ſtil] deaf to ſuch admonitions and i. 
treaties, till their deſtruction cometh, ſudden and it 
ſiſtible as a whirlwind, when no ſpace is found tor ie 
pentance, tho” fought carefully with tears, and ever; 
poſſible method of eſcape becomes quite impractics. 
ble! Thus it befals nations as well as individula 
How awtully was this verified in the calumities wii 
befel the Jews in the days of Jeremiah, norwithilanc: 
ing all the plain warnings and admonitions that 6u 
gave them by that prophet ; and afterwards in it 
total overthrow of their city and temple, of their ch 
and religious polity, by the Roman army! Of thus lat 
ter calamity, our Lord plainly torewarned them, 41% 
tho' there appeared at the time no human probabil! 


a 


1 


of the event, yet was the folemn prediction literally 
accompliſhed within the ſpace of forty years. From 
ſuch examples of the Divine vengeance, let Britain 
beware of ſtill incurring the wrath of Heaven; for, 
with reſpect to us, who can tell what even a ſhorter 
period may bring forth ? Such fins abound among us 
as have proved the certain harbingers of awful judg- 
ments to other nations, leſs favoured in the courſe of 
providence than thele lands; and ſhall we then ſtill 
expect impunity ?— The prevalence of iniquity, in any 
ſtate, nearly concerns both prince and people. When 
the latter abuſe the exerciſe of Divine patience, con- 
tinue to mifimprove the ſeaſon of their merciful viſi- 
tation in the goſpel, ſhut their eyes againſt the ſigns 
of the times, and by their crimes bid defiance to Hea- 
ven itſelt, what can they expect but that God ſhould 
addreſs them, as he repeatedly did his ancient peo- 
ple? Shall I not viſit for theſe things © all not my 
/oul be avenged on ſuch a nation as this * The tins and 
apicties of profeſſing Chriſtians cannot fail to inflame 
the wrath of Heaven; and we are expreſsly told, that 
the Lord ſhall flrike through kings in the day of his 
wrath, eſpecially if they have neglected to exert the 
high authority lodged in them for the ſuppreſſion of vice, 
and tor the encouragement of piety and virtue. Plal. 
cx. 5, To me belongeth vengeance and recom- 
* pence, (ſaith the Lord) their foot ſhall ſlide in due 
time: tor the day of their calamity is at hand, and 
the things that ſhall come upon them make haſte.” 
Deut. xxXil. 35. Let us not then fondly imagine 
that our religious advantages will ſtand between us 
and the Divine vengeance, which we have been fo 
long treaſuring up againſt the day of wrath by our 
uns, ſeeing our ſad abuſe of theſe advantages is one ot 

the 
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the chief reaſons why we ſhould dread 4 deprecate 


that vengeance. 


But why, may ſome ſay, forebode ſuch things, when 
our nation was never more proſperous than at preſent? 
The author is diſpoſed cordially to rejoice in the con- 
tinued, or increaſing proſperity of his Country; for, ſo 
far from deſiring, he deprecates the evil day. But let 
us not forget how ſoon a ſtorm may ſucceed the great. 
eſt calm; bow ſoon the brighteſt day may be overcaſt 
with clouds and tempeſts. Jo infer from our tempo- 
ral proſperity, ſuppoſe it ever ſo great, that the divine 
diſpleaſure at our growing contempt of religion, and 
our vicious practices, 1s happily averted, and that God 
whom we have inſulted times and ways paſt number, 
is become our Friend and Guardian, would not be 
more falacious than dangerous. A prudent man fore- 
ſeeth the evil even at a diſtance, and provideth for his 
own ſafety; but it is characteriſtic of fools and ſim- 
pletons to paſs on heedleſsly, till their folly and obſti- 
nacy become their own puniſhment—to confine their 
views to preſent objects, and make no proviſion tor 
futurity. Nations, like individuals, muſt one time reap 
as they ſow; for tho' the Divine patience may be lon- 
ger exerciſed towards large communities, yet the pe- 
riod of retribution will arrive; and this the annals of 
paſt ages can ſufliciently atteſt. The goodnels of God 
in our proſperity, inſtead of leading us to repentance, 
hath, alas, proved the occaſion of our copying the exam- 
ple of ancient lirael, in their ingratitude and rebellion 
towards their heavenly Benefactor! © But Jeſhurun 
+ waxed fat, and kicked : then he forſook God which 
90 en him, and lightly eſteemed the Rock of his fal. 

vation May he not then juſtly ſay of us, As 
% they 


Deut. xxxii. 15. 
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« they were increaſed ſo they ſinned againſt me: there- 
„fore will I change their glory into ſhame & 

When men preſume to ſay unto God, like the infi- 
dels of old, Depart from us; for we defire not the 
„knowledge of thy ways. What is the Almighty, 
« that we ſhould obey him? And what profit ſhould 
* we have if we pray unto him?” Job xxi. 14, 15.: or, 
like the Gadarenes, beſeech him, in effect, to quit their 
coaſts, prefering their ſwine, the moſt filthy luſts and 
criminal pleaſures to his preſence, what can be expec- 
ted but that he ſhould remove his word from them, if 
not in the letter, at leaſt in its ſpirit and power? Should 
he, as a juſt puniſhment of the carelets indifference, 
or daring impiety of ſinners, ſay to every mean that 
can convert or reform, Let them alone, ſtrive no more 
with them, will not theſe prove like wells without wa- 
ter, or clouds without rain, leaving ſuch to become 
more ſecure and obdurate under them? Indeed too 
many, on whom God and man have a juſt claim for 
a very different conduR, turn their backs on the pub- 
lic as well as private inſtitutions of religion, fo that 
were their example to be univerfally imitated, we 
ſhould have ſhut ſanctuaries, ſilent Sabbaths, and not 
the ſhadow of piety remaining. The time has been, 
when the higher ranks in theſe lands were, in general, 
examplary for every thing pious, virtuous, and praiſe- 
worthy ; but alas, how art thou now fallen, O Britain, 
n this reſpect ! 

There is little reaſon to hope that reformation wall 
become effecual, till it begin with the Great, who at 
preſent chiefly need it ; for while they remain cor- 


rupt and diffipated, their conduct, like fo many pot- 
| foned 
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ſoned fountains, ſtill emitting noxious ſtreams; will no- 
fail to taint the lower claſſes of mankind. What doth 
it avail that the ſprings of induſtry among the poorer 
ſort are ſhut up one day in ſeven, while on that very 
day the ſluices of ſenſual amuſement, diſſipation and 
folly are ſet open among the great and affluent; and 
continue to flow without check or intermiſſion?— 
What doth it avail that the common people are a. 
bridged of their favourite diverſions on the Sabbath, 
while families of the firſt rank and diſtinction indulge 
in practices prohibited on other days, and proſtitute 
their houſes into a place of rendezvous for the votaries 
of pleaſure, gaming, and diſſipation of both ſexes? If 
ſuch ever enjoin the duties of morality on others, or 
reprove their diſorderly conduct, what good effect can 
this be ſuppoſed to produce? Precepts counteracted 
by example become fruitleſs, nay worſe, quite ridicu- 

lous, and retort with double advantage on the giver, 

The native force of good examples among the higher 

ranks in life, will go much farther to ſecure a ſober 

and regular practice among the people at large than 

all the pains and penalties the civil magiſtrate can in- 

flict. While ſo many of our nobility and gentry de- 

ſert the places of public worſhip, as if infected, form 

parties of pleaſure on the Lord's day, and ſpend the 

evening of it at cards and concerts; while, by their 
impious or immoral practices, they convert their hou- 
ſes into ſynagogues of Satan, or temples of vice, what 
is to be expected from their children, their ſervants 
and inferiors? Do not ſuch things degrade nobility 
more effectually than the decree of the Legiſlature t 
a neighbouring kingdom? When theſe and the like 
praQtices prevail, do they not mark a people ripe for 


ruin? The many proſecutions for Crim. Con. of late, 
and 


CY) 


zod the hiſtory of their ſecret intrigues and amours, 
afford a melancholy proof and picture of the degraded 
manners of too many of the great, whoſe wealth and 
ſation cannot ſcreen them from the contempt they 
o richly merit. Sure then a revolution in the morals 
of the people at large, without which no civil advan- 
tages can make them happy, is much more neceſſary 
than in the ſyſtem of our political adminiſtration. 

On the ſouth ſide of the Tweed, the profanation of 
the Sabbath has been. obſerved to be more notorious, 
few regarding it but during what is called canonical 
bours, and ſtill fewer devoting it to the proper exerci- 
ſes of the day; whence travellers thither, from the nor- 
thern part of the iſle, have been, at firſt, not a little 
truck at the liberties taken thereon : but the inha- 
bitants of that part of the Britiſh empire, at leaſt much 
the greater part of the people of taſhion, inſtead of 
following the example of their anceſtors, in this re- 
ſpect, are making quick advances in imitating their 
Southern brethren in this, as well as in their other 
worſt practices, tho' perhaps not in ſo open and avow- 
ed a manner. a 

But our national guilt and danger are increaſed, not 
only by thoſe who pour open contempt upon the du- 
ties of religion and morality; even perſons that have 
lome claim to a negative kind of virtue, and may paſs 
in the world for worthy good ſort of people, contri- 
bute their ſhare, and that none of the leaſt. Being 
iree of groſſer vices, ſins of omiſſion give them lit- 
tle or no trouble, tho' theſe make up in number 
what the other have in weight, and are the more dan- 
zerous, becauſe leſs apt to excite alarm. Such ſeem 
o forget the fate of the barren fig-tree, of the ſervant 
Wo hid his Lord's talent in the earth, and the ground 

T d of 
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of the condemnation of the wicked at the laſt day, a; 
given by the Judge himſelf, in what he has told us of 
the ſolemn procedure of that day. A vaſt proportion 
of profeſſing Chriſtians, will, it is to be feared, be found 
included in this deſcription. The above view of things, 
being admitted as matter of fact, does it not prefent a 
much more ſerious object of alarm than all the publi- 
cations, which are apprehended to contain materials 
ſo dangerous to the ſafety of the State? So far as theſe 
employ falacious reaſoning to impoſe on the ignorant 
and unwary, the better they are known the ſooner 
will they fink into contempt—Error cannot abide the 
light, but flies to ſhade and ſubterfuge: but truth, 
like gold, will bear the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny, and gain by 
every renewed trial. The greateſt enemies to their 
country, are doubtleſs thoſe who dare openly violate 
the laws, and contemn the inſtitutions of Heaven: for 
vice and impiety gradually fap a nation's peace and 
proſperity, and, if perſiſted in, cannot fail to effectuate, 
at length, its utter ruin. Profligate immoral perſons, 
are the moſt dangerous incendiaries any ſtate can 
have, and that in proportion to the elevation of their 
rank in life, and the extent of their influence ; for 
theſe, wherever they go, ſcatter ſnares, fire-brands, and 
death, even when they would be thought in ſport. 

The Moſt High hath uſed a variety of means to re- 
claim us from our evil courſes, and yet we perſiſt in 
them; whence he may addreſs us, as he did the Jews, 
« The men of Nineveh ſhall rite up in judgment a- 
* gainſt this generation, and ſhall condemn it!: tor 
they repenred at the preaching of Jonah, and be- 
* hold a greatcr than Jonah is here.” While the 
propher denounced the divine vengeance, “ the peo- 


ple believed God, and prociaimed a fait, and put on 
„ {ack- 
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«© ſackloth, from the greateſt of them even to the leaſt 
« of them.” The king and his nobles joined in a de- 
cree enforcing this, exhorting and enjoining all to cry 
mightily unto God, and to turn every one from his evil 
way, and from the violence that. was in their hands, 
and ſet them at the ſame time the example. Few 
and precarious were their inducements to repentance 
compared to ours. The utmoſt they could ſay, 
was, Who can tell if God will turn and repent, and 
turn away from his fierce anger, that we periſh 
„not?“ Jonah iii. 

Among the various topics of animadverſion in the 
following ſheets, one perhaps needs to be adverted to 
here. The author 1s well aware how very delicate it 
b to interfere with the conduct of thoſe who are in- 
relted with the ſacred office, and how difficult it is to 
do it, thro' the unjuſtifiable prejudices of ſome, with- 
out injuring religion itſelf, Tho' ſome ſtictures to be 
here met with on that head, may ſeem more immedi- 
ately to apply to thoſe in national Eſtabliſhments ; 
yet would he by no means be underſtood, as if he 
thought theſe, every thing conſidered, to be worſe 
than others. When their number is taken into the 
account, there is, no doubt, much greater room for ir- 
regularities of conduct, many of which, however, may 
ve traced to the mode of acceſſion to their livings, 
which makes neither piety nor perfonal worth a ne- 
ceſſary qualification. But ſuch inconfiftencies, and e- 
ven immoralities, too often appear among diſſenting 
clergy men, as leave them no room to ſay to their bre- 
thren in Eſtabliſhments, Stand by, for we are holier 
than you; for a change of circumſtances might, in 
many cales, produce a change of conduct, and in ſome 
actually has, giving too much countenance to the aſ- 

d 2 {ertion, 
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ſertion, "Prieſts of all religion are alike. Were the 
blemiſhes of ſuch characters, the mere reſult of human 
frailty, inſtead of expoſing them, a perſon of candour 
and humanity, would be inclined to palliate and ex. 
cuſe them. But it avails little, that others ſhould be 
careful to conceal their faults, if too many of their 
own order are among the firſt to give up the ſpirit and 
power of Chriſtianity, by indulging a worldly temper, 
and immerſing in ſecular ſchemes, pleaſures, and pur. 
ſuits; or to betray their important truſt, by imbibing 
that infidelity, and giving way to that laxneſs of mo- 
rals, which have unhappily infected fo many others; 
thus laying themſelves open to the reflexions of thoſe 
ho are diſaffected towards religion, and too eager to 
graſp at every pretext for reſiſting its evidence, reject- 
ing its authority, and counteracting its influence in 
the world. A city ſet on a hill cannot be hid, and if 
the ſalt loſe its ſavour, for what is it good, but to be 
caſt out, and trodden under foot of men? | 
- With regard to the valuable tract ſubjoined to the 
Addreſs, Britain's Remembrancer, the Writer thought 
to content himſelf with extracting ſuch things as are 
_ detached from the time and circumſtances in which 

it firſt appeared; but, on more mature reflection, he 
zudged it proper to republ:th it entire, as being, upon 
the whole, but too well adapted to the preſent times 
and manners. We who are reaping the happy fruits 
of the defeat of the rebellion in 1745, which gave 
birth to that performance, are ſurely concerned to at- 
tend to the ſteps of Providence in effecting that de- 
feat, and to make a ſuitable improvement of both. 
To induce to this, the Author gives a ſhort view of 
the remarkable deliverances which this nation has had 


in the moſt imminent dangers, with ſuitable reflexious; 
ca | ans 
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and theſe, it muſt be allowed, till claim our grateful 
acknowledgments to Heaven, that interpoſed ſo ſea- 
ſonably in our behalf. It nearly intereſts us, to at. 
tend to the native and judicial effects of theſe vices 
which then prevailed, and have fince been unhappily 
on the increaſe, tho' perhaps diverſified: in their ex- 
ternal form, upon the greateſt flates and empires of 
{rmer times, which he illuſtrates from hiftory. Theſe 
things have a monitory language; they addreſs us, 
Forſake their evil courſes, as you would avoid their 
anhappy fate. The picture he gives of the Britiſh 
nation, tho” drawn about fifty years go, muſt, to eve- 
ry diſcerning eye, ſtil appear too applicable and ex- 
preffive ; only the ſhades are ſince much heightened: 
The hints he ſuggeſts reſpecting the propereſt means 
of promoting reformation, and ſecuring the proſpe- 
ity of the nation, well merit the attention of our 
leaders'both in church and ſtate, yea of all ranks and 
individuals. The preſent editor is therefore perſua- 
ded, he could not perform a more eſſential ſervice to 
lis Country than by republiſhing this moſt excellent 
performance, at a time when a variety of circumſtan- 
ces render it but too ſeaſonable and neceſſary. 

The Addreſs in verſe, however well intended, does 
»y no means ſuperſede it; for beſides that the neceſ- 
lary attention to the verſification muſt partly confine 
the freedom of admonition, there are ſome who have 
little or no taſte for that mode of writing, or complain 
they cannot ſo underſtand it as to be profited: by it. 
Others indeed may give it a preference, to whom it 
ill prove more infinuating than proſe ; according to 
nat well known line of the poet: 


A verſe may catch him who a ſermon flier, | 


Rhyme 
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Rhyme was choſen as being moſt adapted to ſappor: 
a ſubject which did not poſſeſs ſuch native dignity, 
Being intended for general uſe, the plan of the per. 
formance, and the mode of executing it were purpoſe. 
ly accommodated to that object. No diſplay of learn. 
ing or reading was attempted, many of the ideas, al. 
luſions, and admonitions being drawn from ſcripture; 
knowing the walls of Jericho of old fell, not by the 
ſound of ſilver trumpets, but of rams horns ; and the 
formidable giant of Gath by a {ſmooth ſtone from the 
brook. It is not ſo much. the means that can accom- 
pliſh the end, as the bleſſing of Heaven upon them, 
It is humbly hoped, every reader will find ſomething 
in-it ſuited to his taſte, who brings with him only a 
candid mind, and a cordial concern for the <ivil and 

religious proſperity of his Country. It is indeed much 
to be wiſhed, that the prevailing manners of the time, 
and the preſent aſpect of Providence did not make a 
publication of this nature ſo ſeaſonable and neceſlary, Wi 
« Whoſlo is wite, and will obſerve theſe things, even 
« they ſhall underſtand the loving-kindneſs of the. 
Lord.“ Pſal. cvii. 43. 4 

Subjoined is the late Royal Proclamation for the 8 
encouragement of piety and virtue, Fc. which “d. 

« fords (as one expreſſes it) an honourable ſanction to 
« virtuous endeavours, and lends nerves and ſiness 
« to: the otherwiſe feeble exertions of individuals, by. 
* enforcing laws witely planned, but hitherto feebiy 
* executed.” However poorly ſuch edicts may be en- 
forced, and however much their influence may be 

counteracted, and their expreſs prohibitions diſregard- 

ed by high examples, the Author deems himſelf lanc- 
tioned in the great object of this publication by them, 


tho' he could pretend to no higher authority. He 
theres 


G 


therefore wiſhes his Countrymen may be induced to 
accept of it in good part, and improve it to the purpoſes 
intended, as a teſt of their loyalty, and a proof of their 
obedience to Heaven, that it contribute not to the 
greater aggravation of our guilt, Whether they will 
hear, or whether they will torbear, he humbly hopes, 
the Moſt High will not forget his labour for the ho- 
nour of his name, and the continued proſperity of theſe 
lands, nor refufe to grant him his own foul for a prey, 
which he hath thus attempted to deliver, ſhould he be 
ſhared to ſee the unhappy period when that wrath, 
which we are treaſuring up with ſuch infernal haſte, 
ſhall be revealed from Heaven againſt us; for there 
can be no rational doubt that ſome awful viſitations 
in providence await Britain—how nigh, or how diſ- 
tant, belongs only to the Almighty Judge of all the 
earth to determine, 

At all events, let every fearer of God ſay, with re- 
ſpe to the nation at large, with a certain eminent 
ruler and worthy patriot, ©* As for me, God forbid that 
"1 ſhould fin againſt the Lord, in ceafing to pray for 
you:“ for who can tell if he may not yet be intreat- 
ed of us? 1 Sam. vii. 23. O that his counſel were ac- 
ceptable; that many may be thence timely induced to 
break off their ſins and impieties, by a due regard to 
nghteouſneſs and true religion, and their iniquity by 
lhewing mercy to the poor, if it may be a lengthen- 
ing of our tianquility *! May the God of all grace, 
by what means it ſeemeth him good, effectually check 
the prevalence of that {in and daring iniquity, which 
conſtitute the reproach of our public character, and 
endue all ranks with that righteouſneſs which exalt- 

eth 


® Dan. iv. 27. 


( nal 
eth a nation. May the ſtates and kingdoms of the 
earth, and our own 1n particular, ever enjoy, by mean; 
of their rulers ſupreme and ſubordinate, uninterrupt. 
ed peace and proſperity; and may many worthy and 
patriotic deeds be happily done, and diſorders rectif. 
ed, by their prudent and vigilant adminiſtration. May 


ſuch always prove able men, ſuch as fear God, men if 


truth, hating covetouſneſs : And may we, in thee 
lands, and all other ſubjects, be diſpoſed to lead quiet 
and peaceable lives, in all godlineſs and honeſty : for 
this is good and acceptable in the fight of God our $4. 


viour *. 


* Exod, xviii. 21. 1 Tim. ii. 3. 


BY THE KING, 


A PROCLAMATION 
FOR THE 
Encouragement of Piety and Virtue, 


AND FOR 


Preventing and Punſhing of Vice, Profaneneis, 
and Immorality. 


GEORGE R. 


HEREAS We cannot but obſerve, with inex- 
preſſible concern, the rapid progreſs of impie- 

ty and licentiouſneſs, and that deluge of profaneneſs, 
immorality and every kind of vice, which, to the ſcan- 
dal of our Holy Religion, and to the evil example of 
our loving ſubjects, hath broken in upon this nation; 
We, therefore, eſteeming it our indiſpenſible duty to 
fxert the authority committed to us for the ſuppreſ- 
hon of theſe ſpreading evils, fearing left that they 
hould provoke God's wrath and indignation againſt 
ws, and humbly acknowledging that we cannot expect 
the bleſſing and goodneſs of Almighty God (by whom 
Kings reign, and on which we entirely rely) to make 
dur Reign happy and proſperous to ourſelf and our peo- 
ple, without a religious obſervance of God's holy laws, to 
the intent that religion, piety, and good manners, may 
according to our moſt hearty deſire) flouriſh and in- 
"Teaſe under our adminiſtration and government, have 
7 e thought 


(ir 


thought fit, by the advice of our Privy Council, to iſ. 
ſue this our Royal Proclamation, and do hereby de- 
clare our Royal purpoſe and reſolution to diſcounte. 
nance and puniſh all manner of vices profaneneſs, and 
immorality, in all perſons of whatſoever degree or qua- 
lity, within this our Realm, and particularly in ſuch 
as are employed near our Royal Perſon ; and that, for 
the encouragement of religion and morality, we will, 
upon all occaſions, diſtinguiſh perſons of piety and vir. 
tue by marks of our royal favour: And we do expet 
and require, That all perſons of honour, or in place of 
authority, will give good example by their own piety 
and virtue, and to their utmoſt contribute to the dil. 
countenancing perſons of diſſolute and debauched lives, 
that they, being reduced by that-means to ſhame and 
contempt for their looſe and evil actions and behavi- 
our, may be thereby alſo enforced the ſooner to reform 
their ill habits and practices, and that the viſible dil. 
pleaſure of good men towards them may (as far as it 
is poſſible) ſupply what the laws (probably) cannot 
altogether prevent: And we do hereby ſtrictly enjoin 
and prohibit all our loving ſubjects, of what degree a 
quality foever, from playing, on the Lord's Day, at 
dice, cards, or any other game whatſoever, either in 
public or private houſes, or other place or places what 
ſoever: And we do hereby require and command 
them, and every of them, decently and reverently u 
attend the worthip of God on the Lord's Day, on pain 
of our higheſt diſpleaſure, and of being proceeded a. 
gainſt with the utmoſt rigour that may be by la 
And, for the more effectual reforming all ſuch perſons 
ho, by reaſon of their diſſolute lives and converl# 


tion, are a ſcandal to our kingdom, our further pie 
jure 


({ xxxy ) 


{ure is, and we do hereby ſtrictly charge and command 
all our Judges, Mayors, Sheriffs, Juſtices of the Peace, 
and all other our Officers and Miniſters, both eccle- 
ſiaſtical and civil, and all other our ſubjeRs, to be ve- 
ry vigilant and ſtrict in the diſcovery and the effectual 
proſecution and puniſhment of all perſons who ſhall be 
guilty of exceſſive drinking, blaſphemy, profane ſwear- 
ing and curſing, lewdnefs, profanation of the Lord's day, 
ot other diſſolute, immoral, or diſorderly practices; and 
that they take care alſo effectually to ſuppreſs all public 
Gaming Houſes, and other looſe and diſorderly Hou- 
ſs, and alſo all Public Shews, Interludes, and Places 
of Entertainment *: Alfo to ſuppreſs all looſe and li- 

E 2 cen- 


* The following clauſe is ſuppreſſed above -g the utmoſt cau- 
tian in licenſing the ſame. With all due deference to fo high an 
authority, the writer begs leave to think it involves an inconſiſten- 
ey, to prohibit what may be lawfully licenſed, or to licence, tho 
with ever ſo much caution, what a regard to the morals and happi- 
neſs of a people requires to be prohibited. The juſt probibition 
iſued above, evidently fuppoſes, that the things to which it refers, 
are viewed as moral evils of ſome magnitude, or of an immoral ten- 
dency ; for to imagine that kings and their councils, would paſs, 
and promulgate edicts with ſuch folemnity, againſt things merely 
indifferent, or innocent in themſeves, and harmleſs in their effects, 
would be to offer a groſs inſult to their underſtanding. To talk 
then of tolerating or licenſing, what appears at the ſame time wor- 
thy to be prohibited by the higheſt authority, ſeems to favour of 
the diſpenfing power fo long arrogated by his infallible Holineſs at 

ome, 

There is nothing that civil powers need prohibit their ſubjects 
which the Divine law, either expreſsly or by plain and juit infe- 
rence, does not forbid 3 and what it forbids, who on carth has a right 
to authorize? Every attempt to do fo, is, in effect, attempting to 
modify and correct the Divine law, that unerring and unalterable 
rule of righteouſneſs, and relax its indiſpenſible obligation. To 
propoſe doing this with great caution, does by no means fulfcient- 
iy qualify the matter: for this plain reaſon; becauſe, if ſuch things 
ne real evile, which the prohibition, and the recommended cau- 

| ton 
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centious Prints, Books, and Publications, diſperſing 
Poiſon to the Minds of the Young and. Unwary, and 
to puniſh the Publiſhers and Venders thereof; and to 
put in Execution the Statute made in the Twenty. 
ninth Year of the Reign of the late King Charles the 
Second, intituled, An Act for the better Obſervation 
of the Lord's Day, commonly called Sunday; and alſo 
an Act of Parliament, made in the Ninth Year of the 
Reign of the late King William the Third, intituled, 
An Act for the more effettual ſuppreſſing of Blaſpbem 
and Profaneneſs ; and alſo an Act, paſſed in the Twen- 
ty-firſt Year of Our Reign, intituled, An A for pre. 
venting certain Abuſes and Profanations on the Lord 
Day, called Sunday; and all other Laws now in Force 
for the puniſhing and ſuppreſſing any of the Vices a. 
forefaid ; and alſo to ſuppreſs and prevent all Gaming 
whatſoever, in Public or Private Houſes, on the Lord's 
Day; and likewiſe that they take effectual care to 
prevent all Perſons keeping Taverns, Chocolate Hou- 
ſes, Coflee Houſes, or other Public Houſes whatſoever, 
from ſelling Wine, Chocolate, Coffee, Ale, Beer, or o- 
ther Liquors, or receiving or permitting Guelts to be 
or remain in ſuch their Houſes in the Time of Divine 
Service on the Lord's Bay, as they will anſwer it to 
Almighty God, and upon Pain of our higheſt Diſplea- 
ſure. And, for the more effectual Proceeding herein, 
We do hereby direct and command all Our Judges c 
 Afﬀaize, and Juſtices of the Peace, to give ſtrict Charge, 
at their reſpective Aſſizes and Seſſions, for the due : 

Proſecution and Puniſhment of all Perſons that ſhall ; 


tion plainly ſuppoſe, then they ought not to be tolerated at all; and 
to licence, is indeed to practiſe them, and become amenable tor 


the conſequences. 


-” 


( xxxvii } 


ſume to offend in any of the Crimes aforeſaid ; and 
alſo of all Perſons that, contrary to their Duty, ſhall 
be remiſs or negligent in putting the ſaid Laws in Ex- 
ecution ; and that they do, at their reſpective Aſſizes 
and Quarter Seſſions of the Peace, cauſe this Our Roy- 
al Proclamation to be publicly read in open Court im- 
mediately before the Charge 1s given. And We do 
hereby further charge and command every Miniſter 
in his reſpective Pariſh Church or Chapel to read, or 
cauſe to be read, this Our Proclamation at leaſt Four 
Times in every Year, immediately after Divine Ser- 
yice, and to incite and ſtir up their reſpective Audi- 
tors to the Practice of Piety and Virtue, and the a- 
voiding of all Immorality and Profaneneſs. And to 
the End that all Vice and Debauchery may be pre- 
vented, and Religion and Virtue practiſed by all Offi 
cers, Private Soldiers, Mariners, and others who are em- 
ployed in Our Service by Sea and Land, We do here- 
by ſtrictly charge and command all Our Commanders 
and Officers whatſoever, that they do take care to a- 
void all Profaneneſs, Debauchery, and other Immor- 
aities, and that, by their own good and virtuous Lives 
and converſation, they do ſet good Examples to all 
luch as are under their Care and Authority ; and like- 
wile take care of and inſpect the Behaviour of all ſuch 
as are under them, and puniſh all thoſe who ſhall be 
zulty of any of the Offences aforeſaid, as they will 
be anſwerable for the ill Conſequences of their Ne- 
elect herein. 


viyen at Our Court at St Fames's, the Firſt Day of 
June, One thouſand ſeven hundred and eighty-ſe- 
ven, in the Twenty-ſeventh Year of Our Reign. 
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MONITORY ADDRESS, &c. 
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Happy art thou, O Iſrael: O Britain: who ts hike unto thee, O peo- 
ple ſaved by the Lord, the ſhield of thy help, and who it the fword 
of thy excel{ency ! Deut. xxxiii. 29. | 

Happy ts that people whoſe God ir the Lord; The righteous nation 
which keepeth the truth; yea, in the way of his judgments wanteth 
for bim. Pſal. cxliv. 15. Iſa. xxvi. 2, 8. 

Be goniſbed, O ye heavens, at thit, ſaith the Lord: For my people 
bade forſaken me the fountain of living waters, and hewed them out 
clerns, broben c:fterns, that can hold no water, Jer. ii. 12, 13. 

Ware nof, ſhew my people their tranſęreſſian, and the houſe of Jacob 
their Ang. Iſa. lviii. 1. [t may be they will hear all the evil 
which I purpoſe to do unto them ; that they may return every man 
from his evil way, that I may forgive their iniquity and their fin. 
It may be they will preſent their ſupplication before the Lord, and 
will return every one from his evil way ; for great ts the anger that 
be Lord hath pronounced againſt this people. Jer. xxxvi. 3, 7. 


O private theme aſſumes this artleſs lay, 
No trivial ſubject to amuſe a day; 
Britannia's weal inſpires the humble ſong, 
lo which far, far ſublimer ſtrains belong. 
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Let love to Britain, and her race excuſe ' 


Th uncourtly meaſures of a Britiſh muſe ; 
All meant to cheriſh virtue—vice reprove, 


O that her ſtrains poſſeſs'd the pow'r to move! 


That Wiſdom's ways adorn and bleſs a land, 
That thoſe of vice its proſp'rous ſtate withſtand, 
Of ages paſt the annals all atteſt— 

At war with Heav'n, can any ſtate be bleſt ? 

In proof of which 'twere eaſy to rehearſe 

A train of facts which might enhance my verſe, 
Facts which diſplay o'er men God's ſpecial ca, 
Of which our nation reap'd an ample ſhare. 

O Thou, by whom all kings and princes reign, 
Who claim'ſt the univerſe as thy domain ; 

By whom the ſtates and kingdoms of the earth, 
Are rais'd to pow'r, to wealth, to fame and worth 
Or low depreſs'd, an eaſy prey to foes, 

While their proſperity no longer flows, 

To ſhow thy hatred of their guilty ſtrays, 

Or approbation of their righteous ways ; 

This homely E/ay own and patronize, 
Command thy bleffing on it from the ſkies; 
Thine aid beſtow, and deign thereon to ſhine, 

It to regard the hearts of all incline. 

As Heav'n's bright hoſts, with one accord thee ſerve, 
And nature's works the laws preſcrib'd obſerve; - 
Like theſe, obedient to thy ſacred will, | 
Diſpoſe each office daily to fulfil ; 

To die to ſin, break off each vicious ſtray, 


And learn betimes to walk in Wiſdom's way. 
| May 


VE. 


ADE DR E SS. 


May that fair Virtue yet our land adorn, 
Which rears a Nation, props and guards a Throne; 
While vice, deteſted, hides her head in ſhades, 
No more deforms, but from our coaſts recedes. 
On Piety ſure fix'd, O may our land 
Scape public woes — to lateſt ages ſtand ; 
While ev'ry bliſs deſcends, and ev'ry day 
Theſe ſtill renews, and ſweetly rolls away. 

Ye Sons of Britain, lend a willing ear, 

The theme concerns you, O regard, and hear. 
My verſe contemn not, be it harſh, or low, 

The truth it ſpeaks—this all who read muſt know. 
On ev'ry Briton's ear 1t makes a claim, 

Yet not for private gain, or public fame ; 

But to promote their weal, ſecure from wo, 

That private may to public virtue grow ; 

That peace and purity may bleſs our Iſle, 

While God is ſerv'd, and crimes no more defile. 

My fellow ſubjects, pleaſe then lend an ear, 
Each friendly counſel with attention hear ; 

Nor liſten more to ſyrens fatal ſong, 

Whoſe ſweeteſt ſtrains your mis'ry would prolong. 
Prize ey'ry mean that may your hearts incline 

To ſeek a bliſs, both laſting and divine; 

Tolove the Truth—the paths of vice to ſhun, 

In which, alas ! too many heedleſs run ; 

Tho' theſe ſhould ſmite, with friendly view to cure, 
Ward off our bane, and future good ſecure. 
May Heav'n benign with ev'ry mean concur, 
That we ne'er feel the wrath our deeds incur ; 


That 
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Nor dare be ſilent, nor the guilty ſpare #. 
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That long our Sun may ſhed propitious rays, 
While Albion ſhares proſperity and grace. 
To Zion's bard, a ſolemn charge of old, 
Th' Eternal gave, her heinous fins t'unfold; 
To warn of wrath, and each ſeducing ſnare, 


Where fins abound, the charge is ſtill the Jame, 
And to expoſe them, is not to defame. 
He oft bids ſpeak what prudence F would conceal, 
And truths unwelcome to the great reveal. 
The Patriot's zeal, the Chriſtian's noble fire, 
This to eſſay their influ'nce {till conſpire ; 
To probe the feſt'ring wound, with friendly hand, 
And thus ward off deſtruction from our land. 
Thrice happy land, encircl'd by the Main, 
Which, like ſtrong ramparts, guards round thy domain; 
And wafts thy treaſures from remoteſt coaſts, 
While none of theſe ſuperior bleſſings boaſts. 


O Land 


* Ifa, lviii. 1. The faithful diſcharge of this arduous truſt would, 
no doubt, expoſe the prophet to many hardſhips which carnal 
pradence, and the maxims of the world, would teach him to avoid, 
tho? at the expence of fidelity to God, and the objects of tht 
truſt, But under the conduct of divine wiſdom, which is profits 
ble to direct, he repelled their ſuggeſtions, as Peter and John did 
the iniquitous; order of the Jewiſh rulers ; * Whether it be right in 
the fight of God to hearken unto you more than unto God, judge 
ye, For we cannot but ſpeak the things which we have ſecn and 
heard,” Acts iv. 19, 20. An example this, which, while we pte. 


feſs to admire, let us be careful on every proper occaſion to imi. i 
tate; for it is founded on reaſons which change not with tune et F 
place. | 1 


+ To evit, Carnal prudence; or that wiſdom of the world which i 
enmity againſt God, 


ADDRESS. 5 


O Land of Light, of Freedom, and Repoſz ! 

The boaſt of friends, the envy of thy foes ; 

Of ev'ry finer art the Tafe retreat, 

Where civil rights have fix'd their regal ſeat; 
And ſacred ones do ſtill maintain their throne— 
To years remote, may God thy borders own. 

Once felt thy ſons a hard tyranme yoke, 
Which Heav'n benign, in courſe of time, hath broke; 
Heav'n, rous'd by Britain's tears by Britain's cries, 
Commands the with'd Deliv'rance, from the ſKkies; 
Makes us the gifts of Liberty to ſhare, 
As favour'd: objects of Almighty care; : 
While millions of our race are ſtill in thrall, 
And all deem'd precious at a Deſpot's call. 

That glorious Era ftill recal to mind, 
And own therein the Father of mankind, 
Who in his might our darling Freedom wrought, 
Eipous'd our cauſe, and for us often fought ; 
Who {till maintains our freedom and repoſe, 
Nor yet abandons Britain to her foes. 

Sweet Liberty! maintain'd by equal laws, 
Reſtraining ill, protecting virtue's cauſe ; 
Permitting good, (we hail thy friendly ray) 
To yield to reaſon, Heav'n's juſt laws obey, 
We ſtill rejoice in thy continu'd ſway *. 

Thou, 


.* Time was in theſe very lands, when there was no peace to 
him that went out, or to him who came in; when to profels to 
worlhip' God, in any other form or place than the State was plea- 
led to preſcribe, was deemed ſuch a crime as the blood of the ſup- 
poled offender could ſcarce expiate, while the molt profligate and 
flagitious reared their head at noon day; and crimes of the deepeſt 


dye 
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Thou, with Religion, offspring of the ſky, 

When on the brink, our ſuccour came from high; 

Kind Heav'n brought ſafe to our ſince favour'd ſhore. 

The Friend * of both, while Hell and Rome deplore 

So large a province, to their empire loſt, 

Of which. their ſons full oft made haughty boaſt. 

When once arriv'd on Albion's ſhelyy ſhore, 

Oppreſſion's cruel rod was felt no more; 

Religion, Liberty, did guide the helm, 

Soon ſave the State, and raiſe our cruſh'd realm. 
Celeſtial maids! with your bright glorious train, 

Join'd band in hand, long o'er our nation reign, 

To bleſs, with all your gifts, this ſea-girt Ifle, 

And cheer ſucceeding ages with your ſmile: 

Till that centenial, and thrice welcome year, 


In the grand Revolution f, ſhall appear. 
| Let 


dye not only paſſed with impunity, but often paved the way to pre- 
ferment. Then was verified what the prophet remarks of his own 
times, Truth faileth, and he that departeth from evil maketh him- 
« ſelf a prey,” Ha. lix. 15. Liberty to ſerve God, agreeable 
to the dictates of his word, and the light of our own minds, tho 
a privilege merely of a negative kind, and the native right of eve- 
Ty man, which he cannot forfeit, or barter away, and of which no 
earthly power can conſiſtently deprive him; yet is it ſuch a privi- 
lege as many would have gladly purchaſed at the expence of what- 
ever the world deems valuable. To be allowed to fit every one 
under his vine, and under his fig-tree, and none to make us 2. 
fraid—to be allowed peaceful acceſs to the ſanctuary of the living 
God, to ſerve him in the purity and ſimplicity of goſpel worlhip, 
merits the warmeſt gratitude to Heaven, and due acknowledge- 
ments to the Powers that are. May ſuch he the privilege and 
boaſt of every Briton to lateſt ages; and ſoon of the whole hu- 
man race ! 


* Kirg William of glorious memory. 


F The Reſtitution of all tiing-, Acts iii. 21. 


ADDRESS. 7 


Let not our Sons, in any age, forget, 
What was our humble, and depreſſed ſtate; 
When pitying Heav'n diſpell'd the boding gloom, 
Reviv'd our iſle, with a ſtill-freſh'ning bloom. 
When Britain ſeem'd abandon'd as a flave, 
Her guardian God, a new ſupporter gave, 
To bear the pillars of the ſinking ſtate, 
When foes exulted, and our fears were great. 
His arm made ſtrong to plead our righteous cauſe, 
And rule the people by juſt, wholeſome laws ; 
Did Heav'n employ to bring oppreſſion down, 
Heav'n that confer'd on William Britain's crown. | 
Each plea, each vain pretence to royal birth, | 
Did the Almighty Sov'reign of the earth 
Repel, his pow'r and juſtice he made known, 
That no attempt the tyrant could inthrone. | 
et The claims of haughty men God writes in duft : | | 
But ſhall (till bleſs the mem'ry of the juſt. | 

Our Fathers ſaw with joy the ſtate ariſe, | 
m- While grateful praiſe aſcended to the ſkies ; 
| And ſhall not we, who the rich harveſt ſhare, 
Make ſim'lar praiſe to Heay'n our conſtant care? 
O Britain! ſtill thy Guardian's praiſe declare, 
u. Who hath for ages made thy bliſs his care; 


ua yet in mercy ſpares thy guilty land, | 
ng Protected by the pow'r of his right hand. 


Tune arms have oft o'eraw'd remoteſt ſhores, | 

"0 WW Vhile nations tremble at thy thunder's roars : 

Yet 'twas that God, who rules ſupreme on high, | 

Who gave thee pow'r to conquer from the iKy ; 1 
O'eraw'd 
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O'eraw'd thy foes, gave ſucceſs to thine arms, 
And ſpread to diſtant coaſts thy dread alarms. 
| Q! bear in mind to whom your bliſs you owe, 
1 From whom your ev'ry gift unceaſing flow, 
Of friends the beſt—yet an Almighty foe! 
With hearts uplifted, and imploring eyes, 
Preſent to Heav'n your ſupplicating cries ; 
To Heav'n, ftill flow to puniſh human crimes, 
1 A Yet prone to hear who plead for grace betimes! 
1 | Tunick happy Iſle! the King of kings adore, 
= Whoſe pow'r ſtill guards thy wide-extended ſhore : 
F Whoſe love hath fix'd Britannia's auguſt throne, 
4 On firmeſt baſe, an emblem of his own ; 
While myriads groan beneath a yoke of ſteel, 
The ſlaves of cruel lords unus'd to feel. — 
To them let nature her luxuriance ſhow, 
While Spring and Autumn in ſucceſſion flow; 
Let earth her treaſures yearly twice return, 
While more than ſummer-ſuns perpetual burn. 
Superior bleſſings, Britons, ſtill are yours, 
Kind Heav'n theſe bleſſings on your borders ſhow's: 
| Nor ſcorching heats, nor chilling colds, your clime 


Infeſt, for nature here aſſumes her prime ( 
Wears aſpect mild to form a gen'rous race, A 
And deck your Fair with each attractive grace; T 
To cauſe your copious harveſts annual riſe, Tc 
Wide-waving o'er the fields to hail the ſkies ; Al 
While famine ſeldom rears her meagre head, Su 
Nor fatal peſt her fable wings o'erſpread : 4 

1 


| 4 Ills which elſewhere deſtroy whom the ſword ſpares, 


The few remains of tedious, waſting wars. Ang 
With 


(ith 


ADDRESS. 


With-inward flames, no dread volcanos boil, 

T alarm thy ſons, and waſte th' adjacent foil. 

No earthquakes dire, rage thro' deep caves beneath, 
To ſhake and toſs the heaving, burſting earth; 
Which oft prove fatal to the human race, 

Sweep hence at once, nor leave a ſingle trace. 

Of theſe we hear, like thunder's diſtant ſound, 

Us rare they threaten, while convuls'd the ground. 
This baleful ſcourge is ſeldom ſent alone, 

The peſt amid the ruins rears her throne; 

Extends her empire o'er the ſad remains, 

And thouſands periſh by her galling chains. 

While vapours, fraught with ſuch infected breath, 
Pour forth elſewhere the num'rous darts of death : 
No baneful plague thy coaſts, O Britain ! ſtalks, 
Terrific in her waſted, lonely walks. 

Thro' ſacred Heav'n's parental, guardian care, 
Thy ſons ſtill breathe a pure, untainted air; 
A bliſs that Heav'n to other ſtates denies— 
Aſcribe the praiſe to ni who rules the ſkies. 
Thy commerce vaſt exports to diſtant ſhores, 
Of fair induſtry, the copious ſtores ; 
and thence imports, t' enrich her darling coaſt, 
The choiceſt things of which each clime can boaſt, 
To Heav'n our ties are ſure, exceeding great, 
Ah! let not vice their gracious ends defeat: 
But let us own dependance on that Pow'r, 
Whoſe gifts deſcend, like a refreſhing ſhow'r ; 
Or rains and dews which fertilize the ſoil, 
and crown the peaſant's hopes, and bleſs his toil. 
T1" B Forſake 
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Forſake each courſe, that riſks a nation's wo, 
Each virtue court, which makes her bliſs to grow, 
And to its ſource let gratitude ſtill flow. 

Does not kind Heav'n regard this fav'rite ile, 
With a benign, an almoſt conſtant ſmile ? | 
Not ſure, becauſe our crimes each where ſurceaſe— 
Becauſe our pious, virtuous deeds increaſe. 
Our public bleſſings, on each view, {till ſwell, 
| How great their ſum and value, who can tell? 
| To other nations theſe have been deny'd, 
; 3 Who oft have felt the wrath of Heav'n beſide. 
BY Theſe to recount might grace the poet's ſong, 
5 4 Pour on his mind a bright, a num'rous throng ; 
= Which ever claim each Briton's grateful ear, 
| l, | Yet I the grand, the pleaſing theme forbear ; 
b My verle confine within more narrow bound, 
To others quitting that delightful ground. 

While Art and Nature all their force combine, 
To make fair Albion ev'ry where to ſhine ; 
Her happy ſons enrich, with gifts in ſtore, 
The fruits of labour, and of.human lore : 
| Yet brighter far do here demand a lay, 
| The glorious dawning of celeſtial day— 

The boundleſs treaſures of redeeming grace, 
To which earth's choiceſt bleſſings muſt give place. 

O Britons, happy ! if your bliſs you know, 
| And fayours prize, which daily on you flow ; 
If you improve each precious mean of grace, 
And Zion's mighty Saviour embrace. 

At years remote, the beams of heav'nly lore, 


From Eaftern climes, have reach'd your native ſhore; 
Which 
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Which, by degrees, did chaſe the ſhades of night, 
And ſhed o'er all your coaſts their ſacred light. 
Tho! brutiſh fools, the ſons of vice, deſpiſe 
That beſt of books, the offspring of the ſkies, 
Its dictates treat, with inſolence and ſcorn, 
Yet only theſe a nation can adorn. 
Tho! earth and hell, with frantic rage inſpir'd, 
To quench this light, not ſeldom have conſpir'd, 
The God of Truth this heav'nly lamp ordains, 
T illume our iſle, where he it {till maintains. 

Religion pure, with her bright, glorious train, 
That land will bleſs, which yields to her ſweet reign: 
For all thoſe virtues on her paths attend, 
Which form the Monarch, Patriot, and Friend. 

Such our bleſt lot, while nations rich and great, 
Werſpread with helliſh gloom, as Satan's ſeat, 
In deepeſt ſhades for ages long did lie, | 
As if forgotten of the Pow'r on high. | 
Not ſo, becauſe that we, more juſt than they, 
Our Maker's laws do cheerfully obey ; 
Kevere Religion's ev'ry ſacred rite, 
And in his ſervice place our chief delight: 
tor, while he guards on ev'ry ſide our iſle, 
Ten thouſand crimes of deepeſt dye defile. | 
While uz wards off due vengeance from our coaſt, 


To ſacred gratitude the bulk are loſt; 
Tet can of virtue, and of goodnels boaſt. 

Jeſhurun like, of yore, we baſely ſpurn 

ur ſource of bliſs, and ill for good return; 
wuſe his bounty, and reject his grace, 
hore: dea, daringly inſult him to his face! 
(hich B 2 3 
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That ſtate decays, th' internal wound ſtill bleeds, 
Where few are {mit with love of virtuous deeds ; 
Where vice and luxury ſpread like a tide, 
And rage for pleaſure is ſpur'd on by pride. 
The ſad decay may ſoon too fatal prove, 
If ſtill provok'd the Pow'r that rules above. 
As miners working, with deſtructive aim, 
In ſecret ſap, till once ſecur'd the ſame : 
So fin, prevailing, ſaps a nation's pow'r, 
And will accelerate her fatal hour. 
By guilt may mortals Heav'n's dread vengeance move; 
Yet can they not affect the Pow'r above. | 
When vengeance merited, in pace is ſlow, 
Long-ſparing Heav'n but means the heavier blow, 
The day will come, that dread, avenging day, 
Which ſhall the pride of haughty ſinners lay, 
Full low in duft, for ſuch ſhall meet a fall, 
When one dread ruin ſhall o'erwhelm them all. 
Hath not a flood of vice our land o'erſpread, 
Whoſe ſwelling torrents rear each where their head: 
What numbers, ſwept by their prevailing ſwell 
From mercy's reach, land in the loweſt hell! 
While thouſands follow on the rapid tide 
Of ſenſual pleaſure, appetite their guide; 
Shall likely make the ſame infernal coaſt, 
Where myriads ſuch erewhile are ever loſt. 
Each rank and ſtation ſtill corrupt their way, 
And ſeem to make quick progreſs ev'ry day; 
Their fteps declining from the paths of light, 
Like eve's duſk twilight to the ſhades of night. 


* * 
1 he 
« * 
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The dire infection, ah! is not confin'd 
To the ignoble herd of human kind, 
Who are as void of virtue, as of grace— 
Nay, not confin'd to the illit'rate race. 
In Church and State, 'mong high and low degree, 
The fatal moral peſt we ſpreading ſee ; 
While many ſeem, alas! beyond reform, 
Retaining ſcarce aught human, but the form. 
Fain would I draw compaſſion's candid vail, 
Where erimes in divers ſhapes and forms prevail; 
But ſuch their number, and their daring face, 
As to deny ſuch charity a place, 
When vice grows bold, and impudent in form, 
And ſpurns each mean that might her ſons reform; 
When theſe avow their crimes before the ſun, 
And make ſuch fatal ſpeed her race to run ; 
Is it not time, in virtue's noble cauſe, 
And in defence of Heav'n's moſt righteous laws, 
To ſound alarm to theſe poor ſons of wo, 
T eſcape that mis'ry they to juſtice owe ? 
If ſuch won't hear, to warn of the dread ſnare, 
Which their example daily doth prepare ; 
That ſome, at leaſt, may ſhun their crooked ways, 
And now be bleſs'd, and bleſs'd thro' endleſs days. 


OUR great, and noble, ah ! degen'rate race, * 


Their rank elate, by meaneſt deeds diſgrace ! 
Whoſe 


This muſt be underſtood with reſtriction; for, to the honour 
of our Nation, and of that deſcription of men, tho? not many, yet 
ſome among them are {till found bright examples of every thing pi- 
ons, virtuous, and praiſe-worthy, Such, however, are looked upon 
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Whoſe Fathers, once, have own'd the Pow'r on high, 

And glory'd in dependance on the ſky : 

A race devoid of rev'rence for their God, 

And, hence, unlike to ſhare his bleſt abode ; 

A race deep ſunk in vice of divers form, 

Yet hate and ſhun each mean that might reform. 
While rank is levell'd in a neighb'ring land, 

By erring policy's reforming hand #; _ 

| Our 


by the gay and modiſh world as a kind of ſpeckled birds; a ſort 
of eccentric beings in the higher walks of life. Among the 
great, in general, ſo very unfaſhionable is the leaſt appearance 
of Religion, or deference to the ſacred; oracles, now become, 
that we have been lately told it, as a fat, That a certain 
Ducheſs, not very long fince, having caught her own daughter 
in the very act of Reading the Bible, that antiquated book, ſhe 
tore it out of her hands, and threw it into the fire, aſking, in all 
the dignity of inſulted rank, © Is that a fit book for a Duke's daugh- 
* ter? Y=—— O the times !—the prevailing manners! From the 
ſage remark of this very faſhionable Dame, one can hardly forbear 
exclaiming ; What ſort of a being is a Duke! Are we to view him 
as an incarnate devil, when his daughter is ſuppoſed to have no con- 
cern with the Bible? for apoſtate ſpirits alone are excluded from 
all intereſt in its precious contents. 


* By this it is not meant to reflect on that important event, the 
late Revolution in France; an event already productive of ſuch ir- 
tereſting conſequences, as muſt impart joy to every humane and be. 
nevolent heart; and which is likely to be ſtill more ſo. Not only 
that nation, but others may reap eſſential benefit hence; for it may 
pave the way to the ſpread of civil and religious liberty over the 
face of the earth. The many tragical diſaſters which have hitherto 
unhappily attended it, form no juſt argument againſt it; and time 
and experience will correct its defects (which are more or leſs una- 
voidable in every human ſyſtem),- and reſtore it to an equilibrium. 
No doubt, a luxuriant fancy will find little difficulty, by throwing 
the bright parts into the ſhade, and exhibiting only thole of an op- 
polite nature, to repreſent it in no favourable light. They are, 
however, worſe than blind who ſee not the hand of Providence 
therein; and that ſame Providence, which hath ſo viſibly effected 


it, will, it is hoped, continue to watch over and defend it, in ſpite 
| 0! 
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Our men of birth, ſo very humble grown, 
Themſelves diveſt of what might elſe adorn; 
In manners imitate the low and bale, 


Nay, lead the van in their impious ways. 
The 


of all oppoſition; which muſt form the ardent wiſh of every lover 
of humanity ;—of every citizen of the world. 

But tho? the principle on which the National Aſſembly went in 
aboliſhing all honorary titles; to wit, That only merit conſtitutes 
nobility, the want of which in effect forfeits it, cannot be diſputed ; 
yet that ſtep does not ſeem founded in ſound policy, eſpecially at 
z time which called for conciliatory meaſures, and when it was dan- 
gerous to exaſperate thoſe who formerly poſſeſſed ſo much power, 
wealth, and influence in the State. Time, however, will aſcertain 
the wiſdom and expediency of ſuch a meaſure ; yet can it not mate- 
rially affect the grand objects of the Revolution, which reſt on a 
broader baſis, 

It does honour to the liberal, and philanthropic principles of that 
venerable body of men, not only to grant a free toleration in religious 
matters; but alſo to make every worthy citizen, without diſtinc- 
tion, elligible to all offices under government, and that without the 
partial invidious reſtrictions of 7% laws. It muſt be a narrow, 
an 1ll-judged policy, that makes it neceſlary to exclude any wor- 
thy loyal ſubjects, merely on account of their religious princi- 
ples, from the privilege of ſerving their King and Country in 
ollices and places they are found otherwiſe qualified to All. 
They diſgrace an Eccleſiaſtical ' conſtitution, who plead, that a 
partial participation of civil immunities is neceſſary to its ſup- 
port and eſtabliſhment. Reaſon and common equity ſeem to ſay, 
chat all thoſe who live under the ſame government. and equally con- 
tribute to its ſupport and defence, according to their rank in ſocie- 
ty, ſhould equally (hare the benefits accruing from it; unleſs for- 
feited by their own conduct. 

What ſtrange events take place in the world! Who could 
have divined, that, in the year —91, the legiſlature of Great Britain 
would have been occupied in granting toleration and indulgence 
to the Romiſh Church, at the preciſe moment that his Holineſs the 

ope was burnt in effigy at Paris! Muſt it not excite ſurpriſe to 
rele, that while the Proteſtant repreſentatives of a free and Pro- 
teltant nation, diſcover the utmoſt unanimity in granting favours 
o thoſe who have ſo often threatened our civil and ſacred privile- 
ges with deſtruction, they ſhould be deaf to the too-well founded 


F of loyal ſubjects, and to the inportunate cries of bumamty 
elf 
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The fond amuſements of our modern great, 
Cock-fights, and Races, Hunts, and Boxing-feat * ; 
Theſe ſavage relics of a Gothic race, 
To an enlighten'd age no ſmall diſgrace ! 
Plays too, and Gambling, with their kindred train, 
O'er diſſipation's ſons extend their reign. 

In ſetting forth new modes, ah! how alert! 
For nature's order do they quite ſubvert, 
Turn light to gloom, like owls, avoid the ſun, 
And ſleep by day, by night their gambols run, 
Or if theſe urge, they can be dreſs'd by noon, 
Protract their empty joys till the late moon ; 
Like ghoſts which friſk amid the ſhades of night, 


Let fly th' unwelcome advent of the light. + 


The Play, the Circus, Card-room, and the Ball, 


Engroſs of Levity each giddy thrall, 


To ſuch vain gods the great in homage fall! 
| On 


* Some faſhionable amuſements are quite repugnant to the pre- 
cepts of Chriſtianity, and ought not to be once countenanced by 
profeſſing Chriſtians; others are only criminal in their exceſs, when 
they lead to the negle& of the duties of our ſtation, and conſume 
that time and wealth which ought to be devoted to other purpoles. 
In moſt caſes, to draw the line betwixt theſe is no difficult matter 
to a conſcientious mind. That Boxing-matches, which have of late 
become ſo common, and ſo much frequented, are of the firſt fort, 
there cannot be the leaſt doubt. Can theſe afford a pleaſing ſpettz- 
cle to any, who ſtill poſſeſs and cheriſh the humane and benevolent 


feelings of an uncorrupted heart? See ſome remarks on this, and 


ſome other modiſh amuſements in the Appendix. 


+ How prepoſterous the modern cuſtom of the dupes of faſhion— 
turning dinner into ſupper, and that and breakfaſt into one ! Thus 


proceeding, what ſhall we at length become ! 
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On theſe, what wealth, what time do they expend, * 
A fad review, when death ſuch toys ſhall end! 

Their domes no altars to their God adorn, 
Religion, heav'n- born, meets their keeneſt ſcorn ! 
Their port, how haughty, and their lips profane! 

The leprous peſt of fin theſe lips oft-ſtain. 

The book of God is flouted with a ſneer, 

While each thing lewd and blaſphemous doth cheer! 
Our modiſh Plays and Novels are conteſt, 

To yield to ſuch a moſt refined feaſt ; 

And what is ſmutty deem'd a noble jeſt. 

None can indulge what may give juſt offence, 

But hearts deprav'd, and minds quite void of ſenſe. 


Sure, their example paves the way to hell; 
For by their means doth vice her triumphs ſwell. 


* It hath been aſſerted as a fact, that during the Leith-races in 
the year go, no fewer than 47 places of public amuſement were open 
in Edinburgh; what number then may there be in the Britith Me- 
tropolis ! Alſo, that, for a continuance, no leſs a ſum than 200/. a- 
night, hath been expended on the Theatre and Circus alone ! 
When the loſs of time, and other circumſtances are adverted to, 
bow muſt the accdunt till ſwell ! What a pity any, of our modern 
Clergy, inſtead of admoniſhing the people, committed to their care, 
of the native effects of theſe ſcenes of levity and diſſipation, ſhould 
countenance them with their perſonal preſence! Such as thus 
proſtitute theſe two valuable talents, Time and Wealth, how ſhall 
they 2uſwer it to the great Lord, when he will accoſt them in- 
Gridually—“ Give an account of thy Steward/bip : for thou may- 
elt be no longer ſteward,” Luke xvi. 2. Tho? they ſhould now put 
this folemn event at a great diſtance, as an evil day, which they chuſe 
uot to anticipate z yet come it will, and that ſudden and irreſiſtable as 
iyhirlwind, when none of thoſe children of vanity and pleaſure ſhall 
be able to find their hands, or deliver their own ſouls. Their wild 
reer, in the flowery and frequented paths of diſſipation and folly, 
5 like the driving of Jehu, the ſon of Nimſhi, rapid and furious; 
nd happy for them, if it do not at length land them in the cham- 
bers of the firſt and ſecond death, from which there is no releaſe. 
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Can ſhe not boaſt of nobles in her train, 

Her martial bands, who fight her each compaign? 
For human weal, and to prepare for Heav'n, 

One day, as ſacred, is requir'd in ſev'n; 

Which all the good, with pious care obſerve, 

While, by due worſhip, the great Lord they ſerve. 

Who, not yet wicked, can miſpend this day, 

Deeline ſuch worſhip, walk in their own way? 
Ye Britons, hear; and hear with ſhame and awe, 

Such our regard to our Creator's law *; 

That we this day, ordain'd for holy reſt, 

Too oft devote ev'n to a Bachus' feaſt ! 

Or ſpend in courſes diſapprov'd of Heav'n, 

Whence it becomes the worſt of all the ſev'n 

To idle viſits, or to ſenſual ſport, 

The irreligious crowd thereon reſort ; 

While thoſe who keep it as a ſacred reſt, 

And their obſervance, meet their pointed jeſt, 


The Tavern, The'tre, Brothel, and Night-balls, 


Can boaſt their viſits more than Zion's walls. 
To God they give nor heart, nor life, nor knee, 
While on their front their name you written ſee; 
Tho” chiefly bound in wiſdom's ways to tread, 


Yea, in each yirtuous pious courſe to lead. 
' Lets 


% Remember the Sabbath-day to keep it holy,“ Exod. x3. 5 
This divine precept, which requires religiouſly to obſerve one day 
in ſeven as a ſacred reſt, is not more wiſe and equitable in itſelf, 
than humane and merciful in its obſervance, both to man and beat. 
A due regard to this royal mandate may be enforced by arguments 
drawn from ſound policy, as well as from religious conſideration 
in which view, the civil magiſtrate cannot have the leaſt thadow d 
exculc for overlooking the tlagrant violations of it. See in the AF 
pendix ſome thoughts on the ſalutary conſequences reſulting to l. 


Clety from the proper obſeryation of this holy day. 
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Leſs wonder then, that thoſe of low degree 
Should wicked prove, and irreligious be, 
still fond to imitate the rich and great; 
Vice ſpreads, when theſe once fill the ſcorner's ſeat. 
But thoſe, who lead in each unhallow'd road, 
Shall double vengeance ſoon receive from God. 
Sure, not ſo ſanction'd by their crowned Head, 
Not from the Throne doth ſuch infection ſpread. 
To copy ill than good, alas! more prone, 
Tho' Virtue faireſt ſhines when on a Throne. 
The Royal Edict * do they not deſpiſe, 
Who can thus treat the Lord of earth and ſkies ? 
Are theſe preparing with their God to dwell, 
Or growing meeter for the deptlis of hell ? 
Are theſe the glory of a Chriſtian realm, 
Whoſe wiſdom, *midſt each ſtorm, ſhall guide the helm, 
And pious port the wrath of Heav'n ſuſpend, 
While ſparing mercy ſome reſpite may lend, 
Draw down his bleſſing on our native land, 
Still ſhielded round by his Almighty hand, 
Can wealth, or titles, ribband, or a ſtar, 
Un ſuch approved dignity confer ? 
Do not theſe rather all ſuch ways expoſe, 
Entail ſtill heavier, yet deſerved woes, 
Add grief to friends, and triumph to their foes ? 


* The late Proclamation from the Throne, entitled, A Procla- 
matron for the encouragement of Piety and Virtue; and for preventing 
and puniſhing of Vice, Profaneneſs, and Immorality ; wherein molt of 
the vices here animadverted on are prohibited, on pain of incurring 
de royal diſpleaſure. Are theſe loyal ſubjects who trample this 
. ict under foot, and daily act in direct oppoſition to it, yea, in 
nance of it? Thoſe who moſt. revere God, and are moſt obſervant 
br bis holy laws, make, doubtleſs, the belt ſebjects. 


C 2 Theſe, 
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Theſe, without merit, are like metal baſe, 

Which hath acquir'd the Sovereign's impreſs; 

For titles but illicit deeds proclaim, 

And bring an odium on their author's name. 
When fins abound, they furniſh foes with arms, 

With men and wealth, and will create alarms ; 

More to be dreaded are, than foreign pow'r, 

When foes combine, in danger's boding hour; 

For thoſe go far to overwhelm a land, 

What wealth, what proweſs can their force withſtand? 

In ruins fin hath mighty cities laid, 

Theſe ruins blended with their num'rous dead! 

What empires, once of glorious pow'r and fame, 

Hath vice not conquer'd, and eras'd their name 

Quite from the rolls of ev'ry earthly ſtate ? 

O Britain! mark the cauſe, and dread their fate; 

For like effects proceed from the ſame cauſe, 

None, with impunity, break Heaven's laws. 


OUR. vice and levity are not confin'd 
'To Britain's ſons, they reach the female kind ; 
O'er Heav'n's laſt work, and beſt diſplay their pow'r— 
O that my verſe might from their ſway reſtore ! 
Unus'd to flatter, loath yet to offend, 
Averſe to blame, more forward to commend ; 
Ye Britiſh Fair, while I requeſt your ear, 
With candor liſten, and let reaſon hear. 
The modeſt, virtuous fair ſhall praiſe ſecure ; 
But loſt to worth, them God, nor man endure ; 


* 
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Yor beauty then becomes a dang'rous peſt, 
Too like a gem attached to a beaſt. * 

Who can deny to virtuous dames their due? 
Inſpir'd by ſuch, men honour's paths purſue ; 
Woman the ſpring, the object, and the end, 
Where all their labours ſtill commence and tend; 
For female worth and beauty o'er the mind 
Acquire an empire, large as human kind. 

Know then your worth, and {till that worth improve, 
Derive your rules of conduct from above ; 

For woman was not form'd an empty thing, 

To dreſs, to dance, to ſhine at plays and ſing ; 

To pleaſe our fancy, and each wayward mood, 

She faireſt ſhines endow'd with moral good. 

Your minds, ye Fair, let uſeful knowledge ſtore, 
Who prize you moſt, that gem will nigh adore. 


Such not true friends, who would your pow'rs confine, 


For they perſuade you, as themſelves incline. F 
Our 


* As a jewel of gold in a ſwine's ſnout, ſo is a fair woman 
#hich is without diſcretion ; or, as the margin reads it, which de- 
parteth from diſcretion, Prov. xi. 22. 


1. The proper Education of the Female Sex, is an object of vaſt 
conſequence to ſociety—Nor ſhould this be confined to what is 
commonly deemed genteel accompliſhments. To ſuppoſe that a 
woman's chief excellency conſiſts in being able to dreſs a la mode 
to dance with a graceful air; and gayly thine at the ſcenes of polite 
anuſements ; (theſe ſcenes of levity and diſſipation), and in the like 
mighty acquiſitions, would be no leſs degrading to the other ſex 
than to them, On the diligence, ſentiment, and competent learn- 
ing of Mothers, much of the future character and improvement of 
youth depends. Men will ftill retain ſome tincture of the nurſery; 
nor can ſchools, or colleges, wholly eradicate the principles and 
ſentiments there imbibed. A woman may poſſeſs both taſte and 
talents, and cultivate theſe in a good meaſure, as opportunities offer, 
ind her ſtation and circumſtances in life may admit, without ap- 
pearing 
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Our iſle can boaſt ſtill of a female race, 
Adorn'd with virtue, and external grace; 
Whole number may approving Heav'n increaſe, 
And in their worth and charms ten thouſands bleſs! 
. 


pearing in the leaſt vain, aſſuming, or dictatorial on that account; 


and theſe qualities muſt endear the ſex to every man of ſenſe and 
diſcernment, who will deem it a felicity to converſe with a female 
friend. and. companion, by whoſe intelligent converſation he may 
improve himſelf, as well as contribute to the pleaſure and imorove. 
ment of another, Without this, to what unimportant chr: char, or 
topics of ſcandal and defamation, muſt they often have recourſe, 
in order to kill a tedious hour, or entertain thoſe of congenial ſpi- 
rits; all which muſt be ever painful to a perſon of enlarged and te- 
fined ideas, and of genuine benevolence of heart. 

It has been often complained of, (and may we not fear that the 
ground of complaint is not yet ceaſed ?) That perſons of quality, for 
the moſt part; permit their daughters to ſpend that tender, yet im- 
portant period of life, in which the mind is moſt ductile, and ſuſ- 
ceptible of good impreſſions, in a conſtant round of vain amuſe- 
ments; which are viewed as the proper buſineſs of young ladies. 
Hence. their time and minds are fo engroſſed with theſe puerile tri- 
fles, that they find little leiſure, and ſtill leſs inclination, to apply 
to any thing tending to improve their underſtanding, and fit them for 
the proper diſcharge of ſuch duties as reſult from, and ſtand con- 
nected with, theſe relations in which they way appear in future, 
The ordinary plan of polite female education, is very much calcu- 
lated to prepare the mind for theſe frivolous feats, and fa ſhionable 
acquiſitions, which are ſuppoſed to accomplith the modern fine La- 
dy. Hereby, if they make religion at all their concern, they are 
thought to be, in general, ſo ignorant of the great articles of the faith 
they profels, that they can give no good reaſon why they believe 
theſe rather than others. 

Perhaps this charge applies, with equal juſtice, to many of our 
modern gentlemen, and, every thing conſidered, with {ti]l more. 
Be their proficiency in the knowledge of the fine arts. and of the 
method of acquiring and expending wealth, what it may; with re- 
gard to the knowledge of Chriſtianity, are they not egregiouſly det- 
cient ? So far indeed from being aſhamed of this, how often are they 
heard to ſpeak, as if they gloried in avowing their ignorance of the 
principles of religion, as if thele did not comport with the underſtand- 
ing, and were unworthy of the inveſtigation of a gentleman. They 


ſeem to think theſe ſuch ſpeculations, as they are little or nothing 
intereſled 
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Yet all not ſo; the truth will not conceal ; 
Compaſſion calls, I mutt the truth reveal; 
Nor hould to any this unwelcome be; 
ln order to reform, we firſt muſt ſee. 
The modiſh fair of this refining day, 
$ fond to dreſs, to dance, to game, and play, 
deem form'd to move in fathion's giddy round, 
As if herein each female charm were found. 
They gayly live, as modes and nature teach, 
Scarce once concern'd, that death them ſoon will reach; 
And mar each grace and mode within his cell, 
Where each fair one with ſiſter worms muſt dwell *. 
What tho' they dreſs and thow, fine as they will, 
Flow'rs, birds, and inſects, do exceed them till. 
Let all their charms bloom fair and freſh as May, 
They are but fading beauties of a day. 
Ah! time ſoon rifles ev'ry youthful grace, 
And chains the faireſt in death's cold embrace! 
The 


intereſted in, and which concern only a certain claſs of men, who 


are obliged to attend to them in the line of their profefion, We 


cannot therefore imagine, they will be diſpoſed to encourage that in 
the other ſex, of which themſelves are content to remain ignorant; 
tho” there be nothing more calculated to make better waves, 
daughters, and ſervants, than an intimate knowledge of the doctrines 
and precepts of Chriſtianity. Some, indeed, have not ſcrupled to 
algn this as the reaſon, why free inquiry, and rational inveſtigation, 
we, in general, conſidered as rather pedantic in a woman; and an 
alfectation to riſe ſuperior to the privilege of her ſex. Whether 
this charge hath more of truth, or envy, I preſume not to deter- 
mine, 

To the ſubterrancous chamber of the tomb muſt ſoon deſcend 
even the tender and delicate woman, which would not adventure 
; to let the ſole of her foot upon the ground, for delicateneſs, and 
' tenderneſs,” with no ſofter pillow than the rugged gravel ſtones, 


neg no better company than the meaneſt reptiles, Deut. 
vill, 50. 
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This change forgotten, elſe the modiſh train 
Of folly, ne'er {uch votaries could gain. 

But can ſuch toys, the Mother, Wife, and Friend, 
Still form, and to our ſex the fair commend ? 
Theſe may ſet off the miſtreſs, not the wife, 

Yea, muſt embitter the connubial life. 

Their virtue, like their charms, can't bide the ſun, 
That to ſecure, they oft the crowd muſt ſhun. 
A modeſt woman ever loves her home, 

Nor ſeeks but in her huſband's eyes to bloom; 
Will prize the chief of every female grace, 
Sage prudence, with ſweet modeſty of face, 
And fair ceconomy in her own place; 
With all thoſe ſofter graces of the mind, 
By which man's coarſer feelings are refin'd. 
She covets not at balls and plays to ſhine, 
That fops and beaus may hail her as divine; 
Nor, Dinah-like, gads ſhe abroad to ſpy, 
With mincing ſteps, and a vague rolling eye, 
In queſt of ſport and game, to eaſe her mind, 
For ſhe her joys in a ſmall ſphere can find. 


Like ſhadows, female bliſs flies, if purſu'd, 
Yet to love home, they need not act the prude. 1 
Ye Britiſh fair, learn here of Britain's Queen, [ 

In whom all theſe, and brighter charms are ſeen; F 


Nor ſpurn the pattern ſet you from a throne, 


Believe, true virtue only can adorn *. 
Eac 


* What a ſtriking contraſt to Solomon's virtuous woman, dots So 
the fine modern lady exhibit ! Prov. xxxi. The modes and faih10ns 
of the world may indeed vary, like the fleeting ſhadow; but real « 
virtue is in every age the ſame, and the rule by which to judge oi 
it, immutable and everlaſting. wil 
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Each female virtue in your port let ſhine, 
That your example may the low incline 
To copy worth be what they fee in you ; 
$ ſhall you bleſs, like a refreſhing dew. 
In lower ſpheres, ah! what debaſing vice, 
Appears without the ſhadow of diſguiſe ! 
What worthleſs females, quite devoid of ſhame, 
Still bring a deathleſs odium on their name; 
Their ſex? diſgrace, their country's ſcourge and curſe, 
Their numbers ſwell, the bad grow daily worſe! * 
Should ſuch in vice be ſunk beyond recal, 
And quite abandon'd to the vileſt thrall ; 
Ye Britiſh dames, who {till of virtue boaſt, 
With due reſpec, let me your ear accoſt. 
My counſel hear, let vice excite your frown, 
And virtue ever claim you as her own. 
Be it not ſaid, that deeds which deep defile, 
Your ear engage, produce th' approving ſmile. 
When youths debauch'd your love and favour ſue, 
Tho' ſuch ſhould ſhine like angels, in your view, 
And love moſt ardent and perpetual vow; 
Believe them not, their ſuit and vows diſdain, 
What heart can love whom vice all o'er doth ſtain, 
Unleſs deprav'd, with this in ſecret love, 
For virtuous hearts, but to the virtuous move ? 
Who waſte their ſtrength in harlots vile embrace, 
Are not long caught by any female grace. 
Tho' now they fondly doat upon your charms, 
Soon as the wife is folded in their arms, 


Of the crowds baniſhed of late to Botany Bay, females of this 
ceſcription make a great proportion ; and yet what ſwarms of this 
doiſome vermin ill infeſt our iſle ! 
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Their love is cool'd, yea, often grows to hate; 

Such proves to many the connubial ſtate. 
While youths of faſhion ſtill refuſe the ear, 

To Wiſdom's lore, gill not her dictates hear; 

Vour virtuous port, and counſels may avail, 

T allure to virtue, and may oft prevail. 

An object this well worthy of your care, 

For in the happy fruits ye too ſhall ſhare. 

But ſhould they ſtill purſue the courſe begun, 
Their preſence, as a peſt, you ought to ſhun; 
Elſe, in their guilt, ye doubtleſs take a ſhare, 
And pointed darts for your own breaſts prepare. 

Complacent ſmiles to manly grace are due, 
Enhanc'd by worth, whoſe charms are ever new; 


But the unworthy ſtill your frowns ſhould meet, 


Tho' they affect to worſhip at your feet. 

That © every woman 1s at heart a rake,” 

Let your whole conduct prove a groſs miſtake. 
Approve yourſelves the Daughter, Friend, and Wife 


Nor once c'erlook the due concerns of life. 


Then ſhall your huſbands the beſt portion ſhare, 
Which may avail t' enrich their ev'ry heir. 

In your dear-felves ſhall they a treaſure find, 
Which will ſecure you both their heart and mind. 
Nor think 1t mean to ſtudy arts to pleaſe, 

Nor thoſe genteel, who waſte their time in eaſe; 


Or, what is worſe, in folly's giddy train, 


Which o'er the thoughtleſs diſſipated reign : 
For Eve's fair daughters ſhould not idle prove, 
Each is ordain'd in ſome due ſphere to move. 


ot 


e. 


We 
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We read of Queens and Princeſſes of old, 
Renown'd for charms, and treaſures yet untold, 
Whoſe royal hands did not the diſtaff ſpurn, 

Nor from domeſtic cares indignant turn *. 
Each virtue love, which makes the fair to ſhine ; 


The ways of vice, in all her forms, decline. 
The 


* The truth of which the moſt ancient records in the world a- 
tundantly confirm. Homer, the Grecian Poet, and other writers 
of antiquity, frequently introduce ladies of the very firſt diſtinction, 
both for birth and perſonal accompliſhments, as not only preſiding 
over the Dairy and Landry, but employing themſelves at the Nee- 
de, the Di/laff, and the "Sa ; in all which, there is reaſon to be- 
lieve, they adhere ſtrictly to the cuſtoms that prevailed in the 
times and places of which they wrote. 

Auguſtus, the Roman Emperor, is ſaid to have often boaſted, 
That what he uſually wore was ſpun and manufactured by the Em- 
preſs! own hands, in which he warmly recommended her example 
to the imitation of the Roman Ladies. Would it then degrade a 
Britiſh dame to copy ſo illuſtrious a pattern? 

In the book of Proverbs king Lemuel, who is probably no other 
than Solomon himſelf, gives it as a part of the character of a virtu- 
025 woman, © whoſe price is above rubies,” that © ſhe looketh well 
to the ways of her houſhold, and eateth net the bread of idle- 
* nefs,” Prov. xxxi. 29. With high encomiums does he record 
ihe whole deſcription of her amiable character, as making part of 
the ſage leſſons and inſtructions delivered him by his mother; and 
way it not, without offence, be recommended to the regard and i- 
mitation of the fair-ſex in general? Can any length of time anti- 
juate theſe maxims? or are there any ſo vain and ignorant, as to 
think the adventitious circumſtances of rank, wealth. or beauty, will 
laperſede the neceſſity of ſuch a character, or entitle them to dil- 
pence therewith ? | 

His own ſiſter, Tamar, the unhappy ſtory of whoſe diſaſter we 
have recorded in ſacred writ, ſeems to have been nov ſtranger to cu- 
nzry affairs; tho? in point of birth, good ſenſe, and beauty, there 
vt few to excel her, 2 Sam, xiii, 

Ihe Public have been lately told, That the ſpinning of woollen 
bas now, much to their credit, become a faſhiunable paſtime among 
wr young Ladies of high rank. In this and the like exerciſes, they 
'urely employ themſelves much more in character, than in bearing 
a aye part in private theatrical exhibitions, as hath of late been 
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The more conform'd you are to Jeſus' laws, 
The more your port ſhall gain deſerv'd applauſe. 
A virtuous woman ſhall inherit praiſe, 

While odium 1s the fruit of folly's ways. 
Ihe moſt attractive charms of woman-kind, 
A meek, a gentle, well-informed mind, 

Where grace divine maintains a regal ſway, 

And ev'ry pow'r refines for realms of day. 
This prize, ye Fair, and ſeek it from above, 
Theſe bliſsful regions of immortal love, 
Where God's each hand-maid ſhall angelic ſhine, 
And ſtill poſſeſs a bliſs and pow'rs divine. 
A proſpect this well worth ſupreme deſire, 
And ſhould enkindle virtue's nobleſt fire. 

In ev'ry ſtate, ſuch objects bear in mind, 

As you would wiſh the trueſt bliſs to find. 
When youth's ſweet, roſy bloom adorns the face, 
And all your ſteps ſhow dignity and grace ; 
When men accoſt you, as if all divine, 
And ſwear your graces ſhall for ever ſhine ; 

Let not the final ſcene be then forgot, 
Which ſoon may bring to death's dark, narrow ſpot. 
Let no deception on your minds impoſe, 
For ſoon he blights the lily and the roſe. 

Dark is the houſe, which ſoon your corſe contains, 


Th' abode how ftrait, where reſt ſhall your remains: 
Mo) bs Not 


the caſe, or indeed in moſt of their faſhionable- amuſements: And 
it is not hard to determine which will redound moſt to their honou! 
in the unbiaſſed judgment of poſterity. All who deſire their true! 
honour, cannot but ardently wiſh they may have wiſdom to chute, 
and grace to perſevere in every thing pious, virtuous, and pralle: 
worthy. 


ADDRESS. 29 


Not diſtant far, till 'mong the mould'ring dead, | 
The faireſt forms of human clay are laid. | | 
All ghaſtly pale, the face which once could move. il 
The firmeſt heart, and touch the ſprings of love ! il 
The pride, the joy of friends, yea, nature's boaſt, | | 
Fly hence at once, and to the world are loſt ; | 4 
In all their bloom, by death ſnatch'd quite away, |! 
While friends are left, of ſorrows deep the prey. (| 
Ah! death no treaſures will in ranſom take, | 
Who fleep in duſt no finite pow'r can wake. 

Tho' youth and beauty now inveſt the face, 
0 bear in mind, that fleeting is their grace; 
That 'tis in vain you youth, or beauty truſt, 
Since both may ſoon be bury'd in the duſt. 
A ſingle day may bring the hated doom, 
Which ſhall the brighteſt charms vail in the tomb; 
While your untimely fate friends ſad deplore, 
You filent fleep, and ſhare earth's joys no more, 
Diſcaſe and death each blooming charm dety, 
Diſtain the cheek, and quench the ſparkling exe. 
Lach feeble tenant of a houſe of clay, 
In their long-home, ſhall tyrant death ſoon lay, 0 
Our life a dream, which quickly flies away. 

While nature fails, and all her charms decay, 
Switt as the ſhadow, or the darting ray; 
The charms of grace outbrave both death and time, 
And ſhall ſtill flouriſh in immortal prime. 
O that, when glory's morn on ſaints ſhall riſe, 
You may, with hope, lift up your waking eyes ; 
With angels join in an immortal ſong 


Of praiſe to him, to whom all praiſe belong. 
Where 
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Where peerleſs beauty ſhall her charms diſplay, 
All undiminiſh'd thro? eternal day: 

Where ceaſe for ever ſhall the nuptial tie ; 
Where each is bleſs'd, nor feels the leaſt envy ; 
Where the redeem'd in ev'ry grace ſhall ſhine, 
And rival Seraphim, theſe pow'rs divine! 


N. B. While the Author recommends, as in note page 21. the 
proper education of the female ſex, he would by no means be un- 
derſtood, as approving the turn their thoughts, their reading, and the 
Audy of ſome of them of late take, which has been ſo juſtly expoſed 
in the following paragraph, that appeared in the public-papers, fince 
that part of this work was thrown off; with which paragraph he 

begs leave to fill up this blank. 
his is ſaid to be the age of female excellence; every day pre. 
* ſents us with ſome play, ſome novel, or ſome ſentimental ditt 
from a female writer; and we have lately been told of a female 
* /atirit ; the invidious barrier between the ſexes, ſay the critics, 
is removed, and women are found altogether equal to men in 
« whatever they undertake. 

This we believe; for in exact proportion as theſe ſemale pheno- 
* mena increaſe, we read of elopements, negle& of domeſtic duties, 
and crim. con!“ Ah! the effects of modern female education; ot 
filling their heads and hands with plays and romances ſo ſoon as 
they can read, to the neglect of every ſerious concern! 

Some ladies, indeed, have of late done themſelves and their coun- 
try honour, by their valuable productions ia the cauſe of humanity; 
and, perhaps, that which concerns the glory of the Divine Being, 
the happineſs of their fellow-creatures, and their own preſent and 
immortal felicity, alone can juſtify their appearance in the charac- 
ter of authors. 


PART 


PART SECOND. 


— 


The wic led, through the pride of his countenance, will not ſeek after 
God: God ts not in all his thoughts, He hath ſaid in his heart, 
God hath forgotten, he will never fee it. Pſal. x. 4, 11. 

The fool bath ſaid in his heart, There is no God ® : they are corrupt, 
they have done abominable works. Pal. xiv, 1. 

Wherefore doth the wicked thus contemn God? he hath ſaid in his 
heart, Thou wilt not require it. Pſal. x. 13. 

God ir angry with the wicked every day. If be turn not, he will whet 
bi fword ; he hath bent his bow, and made it ready. He hath alſo 
prepared for him the in/iruments of death. Pſal. vii. 11, 12, 13. 

They declare their ſin as Sodom, they hide it not. Ifa. iii. g. 


BRTITAIN! tho' with num'rous favours bleſt, 
What daring ſinners do thy coaſts infeſt, 
Of ev'ry form, and ev'ry hateful ſort, 

Who vice indulge, make facred things their ſport ! 

| Such, 


Without the ſupplement it runs, © The fool hath ſaid in his 
his heart, No God ;” which is expreſſive of his deſire, rather than 
of his con viction. All impenitent finners are fools, in the {cripture 
acceptation of that term; but it applies more eſpecially to avowed 
whdels, who diſown the authority of Divine revelation. Never 
did any form ſuch a fooliſh, impious wiſh, till it unhappily became 
their intereſt that there ſhould be no God, to inſpect their preſent 
conduct, and call them to a future account, When this is once 
the caſe, were it put in the ſinner's power, he would not heſitate 
to vote the non- exiſſence of that very Being, who is the author of 
bis own, and the ſource of all his enjoyments. 

Perhaps there is not ſuch a creature in the world asa real confirm- 
1 Atheiſt; tho” too many are, alas! practically fo, or live without 

| God, 
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Such, ah! forget that vengeance's hour will come, 

That wo impends them, a dread inſtant doom. 

| Laws, or divine, or human fail to move 
This peſt to men, theſe foes of God above ; 


Heedleſ; 


God, and as if there was none. A very good judge“ gives it s 
his firm opinion, an opinion fourded on facts, which fell under his 
| own obſervation, © That moſt, if not all our infidels, whatever name 
* they take, and whatever ſcheme for argument's ſake, and to keep 
e themſelves in countenance, they patronize, are betrayed into their 
« deplorable error, and ſupported in it, by ſome doubt of their in. 
% mortality at bottom.” The Reader will indulge me the liberty 
of tranſcribing a few of his ſentiments on this important, and at 
preſent too needful topic, tho? they ſhould extend this note. 
* Senſible appearances, (ſays he) affect moſt men much more than 
0 abſtra& reaſonings; and we daily ſee bodies drop around us, but 
the ſoul is inviſible, The power which inclination has over the 
judgment, is greater than can be well conceived by thoſe that 
80 5 not had experience of it; and of what numbers is it the fad 
{© intereſt that ſouls ſhould not ſurvive ! The Heathen world con- 
1 feſſed, that they rather hoped, than firmly believed immortality: 
« and how many Heathens have we flill among us! The ſacred 
page aſſures us, That life and immortality are brought to lig. 
« by the goſpel : But by how many is the goſpel rejected, or ovet- 
% looked! Men once thoroughly convinced of their immortality, 
« are not far from being Chriſtians. For it is hard to concave, 
* that a man fully conſcious, eternal pain or happineſs will be bis 
lot, ſhould not earneſtly, and impartially, inquire after the ſureli 
* means of eſcaping the one, and ſecuring the other. As to the 
« being of a God, that is no longer diſputed ; but it is undiſputed, 
* for this reaſon only, namely, Becauſe where the leaſt pretence to 
« reaſon is admitted, it muſt for ever be indiſputable. And of con- 
© ſequencd no man can be betrayed into a diſpute of that natute by 
« vanity, which has a principal ſhare in animating our modern com. 
* batants againſt other articles of our belief. ; 

© Tho? the diſtruſt of a Futurity is a ſtrange error; yet is it 2 
« error into which bad men may naturally be diſtreſſed. For it » 
« impoſſible to bid defiance to final ruin, without ſome refuge in . 
% magination, ſome preſumption of eſcape. And what preſump: 
« tion is there? There are but two in nature; but two, with 


© the compaſs of human thought. And theſe are, That either WS re: 


ne attri- 


* God will not, or cannot puniſh, Conſidering the Divi k 
g N | « butch 


* Dr Young in his Night-Thoughts, Preſace to No. 6th and 7th. 


ls 


Heedleſs alike of infamy or praiſe, 
Baſe appetites give law to all their ways. 

'Mong this grim crowd, a claſs high rear their head, 
Increaſe to throngs, and o'er Great Britain ſpread ; 
Who glory in the nobler pow'rs of man, 

Yet claim, mid ſons of vice, the very van. 


What 


« butes the firſt is too groſs to be digeſted by our ſtrongeſt wiſhes. 
And fince Omnipotence is as much a Divine attribute as Holi- 
* neſs, that God cannot puniſh, is as abſurd a ſuppoſition as the 
„former. God certainly can puniſh, as long as the wicked man 
« exiſts, In non-exiſtence, therefore, is their only refuge; and, 
* conſequently, non-exiſtence is their ſtrongeſt with. And ſtrong 
* wiſhes have a ſtrange influence on our opinions; they bias the 
judgment, in a manner almoſt incredible. And fince, on this 
member of their alternative, there are ſome very ſmall appearan- 
ces in their favour, and none at all on the other, they catch at 
* this reed, they lay hold on this chimera, to ſave themſelves from 
the ſhock, and horror, of an immediate, and abſolute deſpair.” 

There are too many reaſons, which lead to conclude, that infide- 
lity, with its native fruits, hath been on the increaſe fince the above 
remarks were firſt publiſhed ; which more than juſtifies any freedom 
of animadverſion to be met with in the ſtrictures here exhibited to 
the world, Tho? infidel tenets may ſerve as an opium, in the days 
of proſperity, to lull conſcience —9 yet, ſeaſons and incidents 
will occur, that cannot fail to rouſe it from its fatal lethargy ; when 
It will retaliate the injury done it, by forcing conviction on the 
heart, and filling it with inexpreſſible horrors. How often is this 
verified in the courſe of Divine providence ! Hence, if an eminent 
prophet ariſe in Iſrael, none more apt than wicked Herod to ſuſpect 
t muſt be John the Baptiſt, whom he had beheaded; tho” ſuch a 
ſuppoſition gave the lie to his own avowed principles; he being, in 
all probability, a Sadducee. A judicious writer“, therefore, remarks, 
* It is no eaſy matter to arrive at a ſteady belief of ſo great an ab- 
* ſurdity, as the morta/ity of the ſoul. The exiftence of the ſoul al- 
"ter death, and a ſtate of future retribution, and other evident prin- 
' Ciples of natural religion connected with both, will even force 
 themſelyes upon the unbelieving heart, and wring it with anguiſh, 
' which it cannot always, tho' it may frequently conceal.” 

The fatal increaſe of infidelity but too well accounts for that tor- 
rent of vice and immorality, which hath overſpread our land, and is 


Pr Doddridge, in his Family Expoſitor. ; 
F E carrying 
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What nfidels abound, an impious race, 
Whoſe ways and tenets {till corrupt each place! 
In ſhoals the great aſſociate with this tribe, 

Who reaſon, heart, and conſcience daily bribe, 
To give the lie to what they ſhould revere, 

And quench each kindling ſpark of godly fear ; 
T' oppole each ſacred mean of gracious Heav'n, 
Which the Moſt High for human bliſs hath giv'n. 
A land of infidels, ah! guilty land, 

Thy guilt more ponderous than all the ſand, 
Soon ſhall dread wrath arreſt each rebel band; 
Each irreligious throng of human kind, 

Who may expect in God a foe to find. 

All nature's Sire not ſeldom doth impart 
Such gifts to theſe, as might improve the heart. 
Theſe oft, alas! employ they to expoſe, 
Religion, ſacred, to the ſneer of foes ; 

Her venerable rites to ridicule 
Of each vain, foppiſh, modernized fool. 


While 


carrying thouſands before it to the gulf of preſent miſery ; and, i 
is to be feared, to the pit of future perdition. To this ſource may 
be traced due/ling, ſuicide, the profanation of God ſacred nan, 
the neglect, or contempt of religious inſtitutions ; and innumerabl: 
other evils, which every where abound, Corruption in practice!“ 
ever the natural, the almoſt inſeparable conſequence of defettion in 
principle: and hence, the Pſalmiſt, having told us what the foo! 
ſaith in his heart, adds, ** They are corrupt, they have done abomi- 
* nable works, there is none that doth good.“ It is much to de 
withed there was no reaſon to ſay, that © the hand of the prince, 
* and rulers hath been chief in this treſpaſs,” Ezra ix. 2. And" 
our rich, our great, and noble are found acceſſary to the general cot 
ruption of manners, how {hall they anſwer it to God and their wv" 
conſcience in a dying hour, when their guilt, and its fatal cont 
quences, will brood and prey, as vultures, on the ſoul?— When the & 
nemy cometh in like a flood, may the Spirit of the Lord lift up! 
ſtandard againſt him; and excite many to come forth, to the help 


of the Lord againft the mighty, Iſa. lix, 19. Judg. v. 23. 
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While mental pow'rs they wantonly abuſe, - 

Or to employ theſe for their Lord refuſe ; 

Do they not wotſe than bury in the dull, 

Theſe talents, now committed them in truſt? 
Wound thereby to the vitals virtue's cauſe, 

And violate Rehgion's ſacred laws? 

Thus prove they to the world the verieſt peſt, 
Which can the bliſs of human life infeſt; 

The foes avowed both of God and man, 

Whoſe corrupt influence what tongue can ſcan ? 

If thus abus'd, the very beſt of things 
A horrid train of fatal evils brings; 

Will prove to ſuch a fertile ſource of wo, 

As drink th' infected ſtreams which from it flow, 
Sure, deep deprav'd muſt be that naughty heart, 
Which can avow, and act fo vile a part; 

Attempt to gild a ſpec ious pofrfon'd cup, 

And thus invite their friend and brother's lip; 
To ſweeten to the taſte th' infernal draught, 
Which is with future wo fo fully fraught! 

Their potion, thus prepar'd, may pleaſe the taſte, 
Let, in the bowels, proves a deadly peſt. 

Tho' it may ſtrange and wonderful appear, 
There are who ſacred things can flight and jeer; 
Can at Religion, and the Prieſt-hood flout, 

Yet ſeem, at times, to be the moſt deyout ; 
Can talk, and write in very pious train, 

And from their wonted, impious ſcoffs refrain; 
At times aſſume the devotee's attire, 

and can well feign, and mimic ſacred fire ; 


E 2 Appear 


3 A MONITOR 


Appear to pray, to ſigh, and mourn for fin, 
As if, in fact, the verieſt ſaints within! 

Thus often act theſe ſons of blackeſt night, 
Become at once, like pious heirs of light. 
Sometimes, like Satan once, they can appear, 
Mong ſons of God, who his great name revere; 
Like Saul, at times, apparent take their ſtand, 
Among the ſage, or the prophetic band: 

Yet are but prowling wolves, in ſheep's array, 
As ſhall to all be made appear one day. 

What this, but artifice, and baſe diſguiſe, 

A ſubterfuge to blind unwary eyes; 
An empty grimace, and a mere pretence, 
As void of honour, as 'tis void of ſenſe ! 

No ſooner the religious mood is o'er, 


And they reviſit the dear ranting core, * 
; Than 


* So Brother B—s, their famous Scotch Bard, more than onee 
terms theſe jovial ſons of Venus and Bacchus, when aſſembled te 
celebrate their Bacchanalian feaſts. It has been often ſaid, by com. 
petent judges, That every good orator muſt be a good man; and 
may it not, with equal juſtice, be ſaid, that no bad man can be 
a good poet ? If out of the abundance of the heart, the mouti 
ſpeak, what can the native effuſions of a depraved heart prove, but 
a vehicle to iniquity? Bad men may, no doubt, from prudential 
motiyes, ſo reſtrain and counteract the corrupt bias of the beat, a 
to ſpeak, write, and do good things; ſo that we cannot always thenct 
infer correſponding diſpoſitions within : But may we not trace what 
is profane, irreligious, or obſcene, in an author to the prevalence © 
congenial inclinations, as a ſtream may be traced to its fountain, c 
a tree known by its fruit? Native wit and genius, ſuch may be a. 
lowed to poſſeſs ; and theſe appear to conſiderable advantage in font 
of the above author's pieces: But, as the dead fly in the box of prt 
cious oinment will render it unſavoury; ſo the ſmutty, profane 
and irreligious ſentiments interſperſed throughout, muſt more that 
counterbalance every excellency they can poſſeſs; unleſs in the efum# 
tion of thoſe whoſe taſle is unhappily formed to reliſh ſuch Caring 
and degrading liberties, Can poiſon be more ſafe that it is preſen 


fl 


their public ſanction to any thing indecent, immoral, or profane. 


| human nature, none ſhould hitherto diſcover ſo much zeal as to ex- 
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Than all the ſeeming-ſaint a fiend appears, 
And at religion once more ſcoffs and fneers ; (| 
Afſects t' inſult the unſeen Deity, || 
As if he could his pow'rful arm defy ; 'l 
And all to cheriſh the unmeaning mirth 
Of his aſſociate brothers, ſons of earth. | 
Thus, murd'rous Joab-like *, they can ſalute, 
With view to gain, as virtue's friends, repute ; 
Yet aim, mean-while, a home ſtroke at the heart ; 
For ſo the expert Theiſt acts his part. 
Like Judas, patron of the graceleſs tribe, 

Who ſold his Maſter for a paltry bribe; 

They 


ed in a bright, poliſhed veſſel, tho? it may be more alluring? The 
Author cannot, therefore, help expreſſing his ſurpriſe, at having ſeen 
this Bard openly invited to — the Public with ſome more of 
his productions, without one qualifying hint, with reſpe& to the above 
too juſt ground of complaint. He is, however, perſuaded this muſthave 
been owing to inadvertence, as the gentlemen concerned in the works 
wherein theſe invitations appeared, poſſeſs too much honour to give 


It does little honour to ſo many Lords and Ladies, and ſome 
Reverend Doctors of the Church, to lend the ſanction of their names 
toa work (be its merits in other reſpects what they may) replete 
not only with daring impiety, the favourite game of the bold ſpirits 
of the day ; but alſo, with all the low obſcenities of the ſtews. It is 
truly amazing, that while ſo many, of whom other things might be 
expected, are not aſhamed to patronize a production, which bur- 
leſques religion, and its ſacred rites, inſults the Deity, and degrades 


preſs, in a public manner, their diſapprobation of it! Is it becauſe 
they think it below ſuch public notice? Why, then, was it not 
thought unworthy of ſuch public encouragement ? Are not thoſe 
who have encouraged it doubly bound to warn the public of the fa- 
tal peſt it contains, if they would not be thought to allow their 
name ſtill to recommend it to that public at large? Setting all re- 
verence for God aſide, who can peruſe it, and not exclaim, O mo- 
44, O virtue! whither fled from our iſle? 


* 2 Samuel xx, 9, 10. 
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They ſtill betray him with a ſpecious kiſs, 
And then, like vipers brood, can meanly hiſs; 
A kiſs, the vail of inbred, deadly hate, 
Of irreligion, and of baſe deceit, ö 
Which marks their manner, and deſerved fate! 
Thus, while they ſpeak his bleſt religion fair, 
Their pointed ſhafts they artfully prepare, 
That, under covert, they may ſafely wound, 
And that, indeed, on conſecrated ground. 
While they accoſt its ſacred Author, Lord, 
And ſtill affect to reverence his word, 
To praiſe his virtues, and his royal grace, 
And ſeek amongſt his faithful friends a place; 
The ſpecious vail, too thin, cannot long hide 
Their rancour, infidelity, and pride; 
Which mark them out a baſe, a trait'rous race, 
The foes of God, and of Meſſiah's grace; 
Unmeet to dwell, in bliſs, with him above— 
In happy regions of immortal love. 
There never [hall ſuch odious foes appear, 
As at his word and ſervice laugh and ſneer ; 
Unleſs, with deep contrition, they repent, 
And mercy find, before her day is ſpent, 
Do ſuch oft ſeem to ſigh, to pray, and weep, 
And to aſſume the garb of Jeſus' ſheep ? 
All this, like alligators artful tears, 
To gain our truſt, and to allay our fears; 
And ſo make us their eaſy, certain prey, 


Which facts atteſt to be their conftant way. 
What 


at 
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What does this mimic, and devout grimace, 
But prove them void of honour, as of grace, 
Beſpeak a ſnake cloſe hid among the graſs: 
Do not the aſs' ears, thro' the lion's ſkin, 
Bewray th' ignoble animal within *? 

Sure none, who ſteer by ſacred virtue's laws, 
Will meanly court the infidel's applauſe ; 
Expend the force of genius” native fire, 

That mad-men, fools, and atheiſts may admire ; 
Will not abaſe a fingle gitt divine, 
That they in lewd, and drunken clubs may ſhine, 


Such mighty feats they leave to ſlaves of vice, 


Who in her cauſe employ each fly device, 


To recommend their bold, licentious page, 


To a profane, and irreligious age. 

If a juſt God there is, a heav'n, and hell, 
And if religion is no cunning ſpell, 
Such their reward will, doubtleſs, meet at laſt, 
When a few days, or years at moſt, are paſt ; 
Be made to feel none ever ſcoff in vain 
At ſacred things, or future endleſs pain ; 


That dearly bought is all the. preſent gain. 
dure, they muſt dream the ſoul to be but breath, 
Which quite evaporates to air at death, 


Elſe 


All in the leaſt acquainted with the Deiſtical writers cannot 
be ignorant of the baſe upderhand methods which they ſo general- 
'y employ to undermine Chriftianity, and counteract its benign in- 
hence in the world. With all their pretences to honour, they can 
dare recourſe to the moſt illiberal and difingenuous expedients, in 
order to keep themſelves and diſciples in countenance, and to ſap 
the ſacred intereſts of Religion, and bring the profeſſion of it into 
biſcredit and diſuſe z whence ſuch animadverſions come to be but 
29 jult and well founded. 
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Elſe would ne'er act this blinded, fatal part, 
At which recoils, with dread, a virtuous heart. 
Let not a ſoul, for endleſs bliſs defign'd;” 
Once wiſh to die—the horrid wiſh how blind ! 
Can aught, but guilt, make ſouls extinction gain? 
Till virtue dies, the very thought would pain. 
Till deep confirm'd in vice, they hate reform, 
None, ſure, can wiſh to fink beneath the worm, 
What bane of hope and joy in life and death, 
To fix our being, and both theſe to earth ! 
Curs'd ſcheme, which robs of our chief dignity, 
God's gift and glory, Immortality. 
Can aught, but vice, this curſed ſcheme commend, 
Or to adorn it, ev'ry effort lend? 
Can thoſe, not yet to God and virtue loſt, 
Of this, dire ſpectre make their horrid boaſt ? 
Can thoſe, who dread not never-ceaſing pain, 
Once dream annihilation to be gain ? 
Who can once coolly face the awful brink, 
With deſp'rate-wiſh he may to nothing fink, 
In fatal hour, and ſo become extint? 
Let infidels their quiver ſtill exhauſt, 
Againſt religion form a martial hoſt ; | 
Let them ſtill flout, and argue what they can, 
Nought, but Religion, can complete the man ; 
His paths ſafe guide, thro! life's each devious road, 
To never-fading happineſs with God ; 
Yea, at the final ſcene ſupport the juſt, 
Their exit grace, and renovate their duſt. 
Beware, O Britons, of this fatal peſt, 


Which does, alas! your land each where infeſt, 4 
12 Infect- 
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Infecting thouſands, with its baleful breath; 
As you would ſhare ſubſtantial joys on earth, { 
Reap bliſs above, nor feel eternal wrath. 
Theſe ſons of vice, O do not once believe! 
Avoid their ways, leſt when too late you grieve; 
Believe them not, when they would ſpeak you fair, 
Their paths decline to vaults of deep deſpair. 

Not love to God, or you, their breaſts inflame, 
For foes to both, their deeds them ſtill proclaim. 
In vain, they feign their love to God doth glow, 
For each he'll treat as his avowed foe. 
In vain, of zeal for virtue, make they boaſt, 
For are they not to ſacred virtue loſt ? 

Be timely wiſe, nor wiſh yourſelves all clay, 
Your date of being fixed to a day ; 
Wiſh, ſo degraded, your thrice noble form, 
As, in each view, to claim kin with the worm. 

0 would you now, but God's kind counſels hear, 
Flee from due wrath, and his juſt laws revere ; 
Take refuge under covert of that blood, 
Which guilt cancels, and bliſs procures with God! 

Make not your boaſt of pow'r, of wealth, or eaſe, 
Nor once forget from whom you borrow theſe ; 
That he, who now beſtows your earthly all, 
Ere long, theſe favours lent will each recal. 
Nor dream theſe loans will ever with you laſt, 
But bear in mind, how many. fayours paſt 
Have been, alas! ungratefully enjoy'd, 
O let them not be henceforth miſemploy'd. 
Tho now you proſper, and your hopes run high, 
They build too low, who build beneath the ſky. 

T F With 
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With deep regret, your conduct paſt review, 
Seek peace with Heav'n, that bleſſings daily ſue ; 
Leſt you involve yourſelves, and native land, 

In ſuch deep ruin, as you can't withſtand; 

Leſt Heav'n arraign and doom, beyond the grave, 
To woes, from which no finite power can ſave. 


From Sons of Song, who their productions ſtain, 
With thoughts obſcene, and ſentiments profane. 
As ſuch productions in their number ſwell, 
The ſons of vice maturer grow for hell; 
Gain freſh acceſſions to their hateful cauſe, 
And hoſtile darts to combat Heaven's laws. 

Lo! wits profane {till court the voice of fame, 
Not by fair virtue, or celeſtial flame, 
Themſelves they ſtudy as they feel, they write, 
Dare Heav'n, miſtake obſcenity for wit. 
Vice finds in them her ſympathetic friend, 
They aim to pleaſe, and not the age to mend. 
Yet bards like theſe aſpire to laſting praiſe, 
And proudly hope to pimp in future days. 
Their cauſe too gen'ral, their ſupports are ftrong, 
Their ſlaves are willing, and their reign proves long 
Till ſhame regains the poſt which ſenſe betray'd, 
And virtue calls oblivion to her aid *, 

Thy Bards, O Britain, oft have tun'd the lyre, 
In lays refin'd, which ſpoke celeſtial fire ; 
Lays which their fame extend to ev'ry clime, 
And will endure and pleaſe to lateſt time. 


BOTH vice and irreligion ſupport gain | 


Yet 


® The above lines are taken, with a few variations, from the fan- 
ous Dr Johnſon, 
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Yet tares among the wheat are often found, 

Her tuneful throng have ſtain'd Britannia's ground ; 
Her air polluted with their tainted breath, 

Ah! while they ſwell her guilt, they bring down wrath. 
Whence elſe the loud complaints of Britain's ſtage, 
Which taints the morals of a giddy age *; 

The lewd productions that too oft appear, 

Which foſter vice, at ſacred things ſtill ſneer ? 

We read the bard, who ſpares his reader's pain, 
Tho! from his works we ſhould not reap much gain; 
Who ſquares his lines by truth and virtue's laws, 
Nor injures once Religion's ſacred cauſe ; 
Who tells his artleſs tale with guiltleſs glee, 
And culls his choiceſt flow'rs from Nature's lea; 
Who thus informs the mind, he ſtrives to pleaſe, 
And ſet, a while, from anxious cares at eaſe. 

We love the bard, while we peruſe his page, 
Whoſe aim to pleaſe, is to refine the age; 
Who ſenſe and virtue blends with native wit— 
Who can peruſe his page without delight ? 

F 2 Tho' 


Dr Blair informs us, in his Lectures on Rhetoric and Belles 
Leners, that the Theatre is with us greatly reformed, and truly it 
ded a reformation ; but how far this is really the caſe, they who 
quent it can beſt tell. Is there not reaſon, however, to fear, that 
te ſmutty and irreligious productions, which have ſo long polluted 
Miſh ears, turning the ſlage into a ſchool of profanity and an 
admaid to vice, are {till too avidiouſly peruſed by our unprincipled, 
ih youth, who reſort, for amuſement, to ſuch ſcenes of diſſipa- 
a, and are at the ſame time, remarkable for their attention to the 
mes neither of religion nor morality ? 
The Reader is referred to the valuable tract ſubjoined, as con- 
ng ſome very juſt remarks on the ſtage—the impropriety of en- 


ging it in a Chriſtian country, and the unhappy conſequences 
Tquenting it. 
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Tho! ſons of vice do not extol his rbyme, 
Nor in their clubs it be allow'd to chime; 

Yet ſhall his genial and refining lays, 

Procure him laſting, and deſerved praiſe : 
When lewd, profane ones ſhall be quite forgot, 
Or make their author's name and mem'ry rot. 

Tho' in the pomp of verſe their numbers ſhine, 
What taints the heart is ſure miſnamed fine. 
He that would ſoar at an unhallow'd rate, 

Can never make Parnafſus' famed ſeat. 
His flight precarious, but not ſo his fall, 

For vice remands him as her humble thrall. 
"Tis virtue only can give deathleſs fame, 
Shed a rich odour round the poet's name; 
For ſacred virtue will not fail of praiſe, 

She conſecrates his chaſte, refining lays, 

And plants his brows with her unfading bays. 

Of genius” ſtores, by gracious Heav'n beſtow'd, 
Should not a part devoted be to God ; 
Employ'd to propagate Religion's cauſe, 

And to enforce true virtue's ſacred laws? 

Laſcivious bards, whoſe rhymes give juſt offence, 
Diſplay a naughty heart, devoid of ſenſe. 

Their tainted fancy but degrades the mule, 
Yea, ſends her forth to purvey for the ſtews; 
For, while the fans the flames of looſe deſire, 
Her pow'rs are ſet by hell itſelf on fire. 

The lewd, profane, theſe foes of man and God, 
Muſt furious run, ſiace puſh'd by Satan's goad ; 
As by him once the herd of ſwine were driv'n, 
Till in the lake they loſt the light of heav'n ; 
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For while their impious lays vice' triumphs ſwell, 
Their own career mult terminate in hell; 
Unleſs they fly to mercy and repent, / 
While patience ſpares, and ſome reſpite is lent. 
In that dread goal, their vile, Heav'n-daring ſongs, 
Shall wound the heart, and pain their leprous tongues, 
Can it avail t allay incurred wrath, 
That once their rhymes gave ranting brothers mirth; 
When juſtice binds in faggots theſe, and burns, * 
And all their noiſy mirth to howling turns? 
When ſuch are dead, and laid in grave to rot, 
This Epitaph may grace th' unhallow'd ſpot, 
Which by their ſons ſhould never be forgot : 
„Here lies, ye living, a poor wicked thing, 
Who once eſſay'd in folly's cauſe to ſing ; 
And broke thro? virtue's, and Religion's law, 
Nor of his Maker's vengeance ſtood in awe ; 
Who, while he prov'd in Wiſdom's ſchool a Dole, 
* Grew up in vice an artful, wayward colt; 
« Sneer'd at each mean, which might in time reform, 
Hence wiſhes now he had been form'd a worm! 
Who read, beware you act not ſuch a part, 
For ſoon or late it muſt torment the heart.” 
What are the fruits which guilty freedoms boaſt ? 
Can peace remain, if virtue once be loſt ? 
What pain, what anguiſh muſt haraſs our breaſts, 
Should guilt, and dread of wo become the gueſts ! 
Hence, many ſhelter ſeek in death's grim ſhade, 


From conſcious horrors, which their minds invade. 
Oh! 


® Bind them in bundles to burn them, Mat. xiii. 30. 
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Oh! that it reſted here, that future wo, 
From ſuch a prelude did not inſtant flow! 


SUICIDE, horrid with thy ghaſtly train! 
The thought of thee the very heart muſt pain, 
Nature recoils with horror at the deed, 

By his own hand ſhall man untimely bleed ! 
Of this black crime how baleful is the cauſe, 
Which thus infringes nature's ſtrongeſt laws ; 
Which can the potent love of life o'ercome, 
From petty ills ſeek refuge in the tomb, 
Yea, brave the terrors of a future doom ! 

Thrice hapleſs ſouls, ſo urged by the paſt, 
To plunge in woes which ſhall for ever laſt ! 
Too weak to bear the paſling ills of time, 
Yet heedleſs ruſh into a fiery clime ! 


Ah! how can ſuch of this dire crime repent, 
And mercy find, if no reſpite is lent ; 


If in the fatal act they, dying, die, 


Nor fave the time t' implore the Pow'r on high? 


Ah!,Infidelity, how ſtrange thy pow'r, 


Which can the mind fo ſteel againſt this hour; 


Into a blank the future quite convert, 


And all the moral pow'rs at once pervert ! 
Nought but thy ſway can lead to ſuch a death, 


Lead man to quench life's lamp—his vital breath. 


Too many ſuch are in Britannia found, 


For blood fo ſhed each where diſtains her ground! 


Her 
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Her ſons fall victims to their own dire hand, 
[n greater numbers than in any land *. 
Life is the gift of the great Lord of heav'n, > 
Self-murder, ah! contemns the boon ſo giv'n ; 
The Maker's goodneſs into blame converts, 
And all the ends benign of life ſubverts. 
This boon, fo precious, ev'ry creature feels 
ts value, and that value ſtill reveals. 


9 — But if there's an hereafter, 

And that there is, Conſcience uninfluenc'd, 

And ſuffer'd to ſpeak out, tells ev'ry man; 

« Then muſt it be an awful thing 70 dre. 

More horrid yet to die by one's own hand. 

«* Self-murder — name it not: our iſland's ſhame ; 
That makes her the reproach of neighbouring ſtates. 
Shall Nature, ſwerving from her earlieſt dictate, 

Self. preſervation, fall by her own act? 

Forbid it Heav'n.—Let not, upon diſguſt, 

The ſhameleſs hand be fully crimſon'd o'er, 
With blood of its own lord. Dreadful attempt 

«+ Juſt reeking from ſelf-flaughter, in a rage 

* To ruſh into the preſence of our judge; 

As if we challeng'd him to do his worſt, 

And matter'd not bis wrath !—Unheard-of tortures 
* Muſt be reſerv'd for ſuch : Theſe herd together; 
The common damn'd ſhun their ſociety, 

And look upon themſelves as fiends leſs foul. 

„Our time is fix'd, and all our days are number'd; 
How long, how ſhort, we know not :—this we know, 
* Duty requires we calmly wait the ſummons, 

Nor dare to (tir till Heav'n ſhall give permiſſion: 
Like centries that muſt keep their deſtin'd ſtand, 
And wait th' appointed hour, till they're reliev'd. 
* Thoſe only are the brave that keep their ground, 
* And keep it to the laſt, To run away 

* Is but a coward's trick: To run away 

From this world's ills, that at the very worſt 
Will ſoon blow o'er, thinking to mend ourſelves, 
By boldly venturing on a world unknown, 

And plunging beadlong in the dark; — tis mad; 
No frenzy half fo deſpetate as this. The Grave. 
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Of Nature's tribes, do any ſelf-devour ? 
To man, their lord, they yield this fatal pow'r ; 
For on his kind He! He! not only preys, 


But, horrid deed! himſelf not ſeldom lays ! 
To each his poſt in life is now aſſign'd, 


| Nor, without leave, can it be once reſign'd. 
God's pow'r alone inſpires our vital breath, 


To Hi belongs to fix the hour of death. 
Without his call none may his life expoſe, 


Who do, ſhall he enrol among his foes. 


Thoſe ills in life, which we cannot eſchew, 
Compar'd to theſe our follies bring, are few. 
The latter are the ſource of all that wo, 

To which ſelf-murder its fell ſway does owe. 


Life's woes, and brevity excite our plaints, 


With deepeſt hues our fancy theſe oft paints. 
Accuſe not Heav'n, our follies both increaſe, 
Embitter life, and haſten our deceaſe. 

What numbers to their vices victims fall, 
Their life a death, they die ere nature call ! 
Each kind of exceſs ſure muſt ſpeed our fate, 


VUntimely ope of death the dreaded gate. 


Will not ſuch Suicide, ah! ſhock the mind, 
While it diſpatches myriads of our kind ? 
Excite ſome efforts to reſcue our race? 
Does not ſuch charity deſerve a place ? 

If nature ſhrink at what would life o'erpow'r, 
Recoil t' accelerate her fatal hour, 


How great their guilt, who wound the conſcious pat, 


Fix death eternal's ſhafts in their own heart ! 


U 


if che aſſaſſin death to juſtice owes, 
What thoſe who act the part of virtue's foes? 
Who wound their neighbour in a tender part, 
Employ addreſs t' enſnare and taint the heart? 
The blood of ſouls emits a louder cry, + 
And ſtill demands due vengeance from the ſky. 
The Judge of all for this will yet inquire, 
The guilty puniſh with eternal fire. 

Let human life, in ev'ry view, be dear, 
And it to injure, let each ſtand in fear; 
Prize this depoſitum, and ftill improve, | 
And love of ſelf refine by ſacred love, 0 
That they may ſhare immortal life and bliſs above. 


OUR modern Duels * are too near a kin, 
To this black deed, this ghaſtly, fatal fin. 
Two horrid crimes theſe feats of arms imply, 
Which God and man, with daring aim, defy, 
Of fame and honour, thrice accurſed love ! 
[a yain we trace thy deſcent from above. 

The Duelliſt, that murderer in heart, 
To murder adds Suicide's horrid part. 
Can ſuch an exit be by honour claim'd ? 
They die like fools, tho' men of honour fam'd. 
Abſurd in ſuch to what is great pretend, 
Who ruſh, like furies, to ſo mean an end ! 
f they the ſcorn of fellow-mortals fear, 
Almighty terrors, how ſhall they once bear ! 

T G Poor 


The Reader will find ſome verſes on Duelling, which appeared ſome 
ume ago in the news-papers, ſubjoined at the cloſe of this AddreGs. 
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Poor thoughtleſs beings, to the future blind, 
Court death, which oft by mutual wounds they find. 
Do ſuch once think that God their deeds ſurveys, 
And will them judge, when death ſhall end their day; 
Do they believe the ſoul ſurvives the wound. 

Which brings the body to its native ground? 
If ſuch be honour, ſure it comes from hell; 
For no ſuch paſſion with Immortals dwell. 
This honour claims the devil for its ſire, 
Whoſe boſom dark infernal paſſions fire. 

Eternal life no murderer can ſhare *, 

Whoſe horrid crime is pregnant with deſpair. 
Such deeds, how fell, which ſoul and body lay, 
The fouls of two, their bodies make death's prey 
O would this tribe to reafon lend an ear, 
And of God's yengeance timeous ſtand in fear; 
The boon of life, with pious care, improve, 
And to your neighbour; bear fraternal love ! 
Let not revenge within your breaſt bear ſway, 
Your paſlions rule, and the great God obey. 
To reaſon yield the empire o'er the mind, 
For wrath indulg'd transforms t' infernal kind, 
Tho' young and brave, ſuch youthful heat e 


Nor think that mean, which ſhews true wiſdom's reign; 
And may prevent remorſe, and deathleſs pain. 


Be not ſo proud, of ſo imperious ſoul, ner 
That laws can't bind, nor threaten'd wrath control; ng; 
That neither preſent bliſs, nor future pain, — 
Can the wild ſallies of the heart reſtrain. | or 
LETS | Should "hy 

Fa 


* Whoſoever hateth his brother is a murderer : and ye know that I a chic 
no murderer hath eternal life abiding in him, 1 John iii. 5. For 


hat } 


ADDRESS. 81 


Should once revenge pre-occupy the breaſt, 
How can it prove the ſeat of joy and reſt? 
When murd'rous hate gains ſway within the ſoul, 
What gloomy thoughts muſt all its pow'rs control! 
Which, urging ſtill to an unhappy birth, 7 
A deed encompaſs big with future wrath— 
A deed which clouds the greateſt hero's fame, 
And brings a laſting odium on his name. 
The man who rolls the horrid wiſh in heart, 
And at another aims the fatal ſmart, 
Muſt wound himſelf with the dire pointed dart. 
Unhappy wretch, who can make helliſh ſpeed, 
To fate his vengeance with ſo foul a'deed ! 
When from the duſt ſuch ſons of guilt ſhall riſe, 
How ſhall they meet, appal'd, their Judge's eyes ? 

Theſe ſons of Mars not rare, if fame be true, 
While they engage, like heroes bold, to view, 
Apree their combat ſhall quite harmleſs end, 
Yet hope new bays it to their brows will lend, 
Are theſe the honourable and the brave ? 
Or poltrons, who can baſely a& the knave, 
For mereſt trifles * ruſh to frantic ſtrife, 
And rob, perhaps, their very friend of life ? 

| Proud 


* What gives occaſion to our modern Duels may juſlly be termed 
nere trifles, The writer of theſe ſheets hath taken the trouble of extract- 
ing from the public-papers, for ſome time paſt, ſuch circumſtances 
i led to theſe feats of arms, as there recorded. The detail would 
extend this note too far, and at the ſame time afford but little plea- 
ſure to the humane reader; tho! it would, indeed, ſerve to place 
our modern pretenders to honour in a moſt deſpicable, and degra- 
ding point of view. . 

One challenges his friend, becauſe he happened to touch him with 
a chicken bone, while dining together. Another, becauſe his com- 
ron would not open a window, in the room where they fat, az 

bis 


A timid wretch did no vain motive move; as 


— — . 
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Proud names, and titles cannot once impart, 
To deeds diſgraceful, fraught with helliſh art, 
True honaur's luſtre, crimes are ſtill the ſame, 
Tho' we miſterm them by a virtuous name. 

The hero-duelliſt would often prove, 


Did 


his defire. A third receives a challenge for preſuming to ſay, Der 

was no good Lutter to be had in Aberdeen. And a fourth on ac- 

count of :w:ce a/ting a lady ber addreſs, having been ſo unfortunate 
as to forget it, when told the firſt time, Theſe, and a number of 
other equally intereſting 'jncidents, have of late given occaſion to 
theſe ſavage rencounters, ſome of which have proved fatal to one, 
if not to both combatants, Is this acting like men of honour ? or 
like furies and raving /unatics ? Muſt they not be deeply infected 
with the polite phrenzy of modern honour, who can once pronounce 
ſuch conduct liberal and praiſe-worthy ? Depraved as human m- 
ture is, in ſuch characters it is degraded far beneath itſelf, Such 
pitiful beings compoſe the very dregs and offscourings of that na- 
ture; and did ſuch monſters appear among any of the irrational 
tribes, they would, as by mutual conſent, expel them their ſo. 
ciety. 

The ſpirit which theſe worſe than bravos often diſcover, in the 
near view of what, for aught they can divine, may terminate their 
preſent ſtate of exiſtence, is expreſſive of the 3 unbridled, and 
diabolic paſſions, indulged under the ſpecious pretext of honour, 
With eager thirſt of revenge and blood, they purſue each other, as 
the lion, or the tyger hunts his prey, when ſpurred on by the cr. 
ving appetite of hunger. One of theſe modern heroes, or beaſts of 
prey in buman form, accidentally meeting his antagoniſt, withis 
half an hour of the period in which he fell by his band, he fo far 
forgets himſelf, and his very critical fituation, as to give way to the 
outragequs ebulitions of a — heart, by openly ſpitting in theo. 
ther's face. Is this a temper of mind with which to ruſh into e- 
ternity la temper of mind wherewith to appear at the bar of the 
Eternal God, to render an account of the deeds done in the body? if 
theſe cannot forgive one another a hundred pence, how can they es. 
pect God ſhould forgive themſelves ten thouſand talents! Als ® ( 
an Hereafier ſeems to be no part of their firm belief; but how ſo. in WI 
lemn and ſudden the tranſition from the ſcenes of earth, to the wor! ſecret 
of ſpirits—to the preſence of their Judge, and the retribution of bY ri. 


ice! 
Juſtice No 
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Did death approach him by accute diſeaſe, 
And with his pointed darts deſtroy his eaſe, 
Theſe vaunting Hectors then their courage lole, 
still pant for life, and dread its final cloſe. 
If this be honour, O my foul, it ſhun ! 
And pity thoſe its fatal courſe who run; 
Let not my portion be with them who kill 
Their fellow-mortal, thirſt his blood to ſpill “. 
Ye Britiſh Rulers, can ye once connive 
At crimes like theſe, and let their fires ſurvive ? 
ls this your care of thoſe you ought to guard? 
Of loyal ſervices the due reward? 
And is it thus you rule for God on high, 
Whoſe eyes omniſcient all your actions ſpy ? 
Such crimes with men impunity may find, 
Not ſo with Him, who judge ſhall human-kind ; 
Who ſhall one day avenge the blood fo ſhed, 
It, awful viſit on the guilty head. 


WHEN impious tenets a whole land pervade, 
Vice will, of courſe, with growing ſtrength invade, 


No vouchers need be adduced for the above facts, as they have 
appeared in our public-papers ; from which it were eaſy to ſelect 
many ſtances of a fimilar nature. Nor would it perhaps be deli- 
cate to particularize perſons alluded to. May their follies periſh 
vith their memory, and their unhappy fruits ſerve as an admoni- 
tion to the living. 


See ſome thoughts on Duelling in Appendix. 


Sather not my ſoul with fioners, nor my life with bloody men; 
u whoſe hand is miſchief, O my ſoul, come not thou into their 
ſecret z unto their aſſembly, mine honour be not thou united. Pal. 
NM. 9, 10. Gen. xlix. 6. 
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And thoſe ſubdue, who in her cauſe engage, 
All which atteſts this unbelieving age. 

Religion pure, with her each ſolemn rite, _ 
Which to the good prove ſource of chief de 
Is ever venerated by the wiſe, 

As a ſure guide to lead us to the ſkies, 
The Lord of all requires one day in ſev'n, 
To be obſerv'd a ſacred reſt for Heay'n ; 
And none but fools profane this hallow'd reſt, 
Which he himſelf, in its obſervance, bleſt. 

Yet 'tis profan'd, and that by low and high, 
Who ev'ry mean of grace thus {till defy ; . 
For few thereon attend on Wiſdom's ſchool, 
While far the bulk make it to vice a tool. 
What crowds, at noons and eves of this bleſs'd day, 
Still walk abroad, yea, ſpend in ſport and play, 
The hours, to ſacred public ſervice giv'n, 
That ſocial homage juſtly due to Heav'n; 

Not merely of the young, each ſex and age, 
With. other vie, in paſtimes vain engage. 

In theſe, not only th' irreligious throng, 
Are ſeen, too oft the ſober mix among, 

W ho, of this day, ſeem to devote a part 
To God, yet ſure reſign him not the heart. 

The word in ſuch, like ſeed dropt by the road, 
Doth yield no fruit availing with their God; 
That bleſſed word, whence ſov'reign virtues riſe, 
Which ſtill avail to make the ſimple wiſe. 

As birds devour what grains expoſed lie, 


So good impreſſions, with theſe paſtimes fly. 
e 1H The 


10 
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The truths of God can ſure produce no fruit, 
Where not permitted to take ſolid root. 
Our youths of faſhion proſtitute this day, 
At its approach, in crowds you ſee them ſtray, 
From our great towns, in queſt of ſenſual ſport, 
And rural haunts pollute by their refort. 
In pride, in inſolence, and vice grown bold, 
Quite fluſh'd with wine, like Belial's ſons of old, 
This day they ſpend in diflipation's round, 
At eve, returning, meaſure all the ground, 
In concert reel, and mix a helliſh ſound ; | 
Too like ſome raving, Bachanalian throng, 
Whoſe frantic mirth the ſhades of night prolong, 
While the devout their Saviour's death forth-ſhow, 
As if a flood our cities did o'erflow, 
Or were invaded by a fatal peſt, | 
Vaſt ſhoals pour forth, as if from theſe to reſt, 0 
Regardleſs of his dying, great beheit *; 
Flee forth, as from ſome dread, purſuing foe, 
To ſafe retreats, where carnal pleaſures flow. 
Can thoſe who violate this ſacred reſt, 
Once hope to be, with God, hereafter bleſt ? 
Can ſuch for ever find heart-felt delight, 
In jeſus' love, who now contemn this rite ; 
And treat the word, the courts, and day of God, 
As things not worth regard, yea, to be loath'd ! 
Hence does the chief, the ſacred queen of days, 
While thus devoted to baſe, ſenſual ways, 
Inſtead 


* This do in temembrance of me, Luke xxii. 19. 
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Inſtead of proving of all days the beſt, . _ 
Become, ſo ſpent, inferior to the reſt #.- _ 
What profanation-of this Day ſtill, meets, 
And grates our eyes and ears along our ſtreets ! 
In ſportive crowds, our yonkers waſte this day, 
The children it devote to ſport and play. | 
Which ſhows, alas! their parents void of care; f 
Such ſad negle& makes way for deep deſpair. ' _ 
While their own ſouls theſe ſtarve, this ſeaſon waſte \ 
In ſloth, or vanity, or conſtant feaſt ; n 

Is it ſo ſtrange the young ſhould it miſpend, 
Become ſoon vicious, rare their ways amend ? 
Oh! would all thoſe, concern'd in care of youth, 
Beftow due pains to train them in the truth; 
To teach their wayward paſſions how to move, 
Check vice in bud, allure them good to love, 
Beg grace to crown their pious: pains above ; 
Still mindful God will ſoon this truſt require, 
THY unfaithful recompence with penal fire! 
When all our talents paſs muſt in review, 
And guilt contracted be expos'd to view, 
Yea, God exact from each the glory due. 

Ah! do not many too this day paſs o'er, 
In ſchemes of bufineſs, to increaſe: their ſtore ; 
Yea, balance their affairs, - accounts inſpect, 
And treat each ſacred office with neglect, 


Yet on their debt to Heay'n ſcarce once reflect? 
| | Share 


® Tho? God hath ſtrictly forbidden all ſervile works on this Day, BW * 7 
thoſe of neceſſity and mercy excepted ; yet the manner in whick Wy. 
too many ſpend it, is doubtleſs more offenſive in his fight, and more Nel. 

rnicious in its conſequences to ſociety, than if they applied them- WF) ..; 

Ives to their ordinary callings. What is unlawful on any daf 
muſt be doubly fo on the Lord's day. 
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chare ſuch proſperity, 'tis with a curſe, 

Their wealth increaſing, they grow worſe and worſe ; 

Till reach'd the ſummit of their guilt and bliſs, 

They head-long fink to gloom and wretchedneſs. 
Our moral peſt is ſpreading wide and deep, 

When ſuch the Sabbaths many thouſands keep. 

Ah! murder'd time will ſoon acquire a tongue, 

And his dread knell to boundleſs years prolong ; 

Yea, make to quake the ſtouteſt of that race, 

Who ſadly miſimprove their day of grace. 

What tho” the wicked ſhould wax old in pow'r, 

Increaſe 1n wealth to their late dying hour ; 

What tho" they ſtill ſhould proſper at their will, 

And Heay'n, propitious, their each wiſh fulfil ; 

Let them not thence grow careleſs and ſecure, 

Nor dream their bleſſings ever ſhall endure ; 

Let them not, hence, laugh at all ſerious cares, 

Regal'd with wine, and muſic's ſofteſt airs ; 

In ſenſual rounds their days and nights conſume, 

ill, like fruit mellow'd, drop they to the tomb; 

Tor God ſhall bring them to his ſolemn doom. 

or let them once, with impious front exclaim, 

Cod! who or what? a proud, vain, empty name, 

Ok childiſh fear, thou phantom, we diſdain 

Thy boaſted: yoke, count vows and prayers vain *. 

From our own hand our various bleſſings flow, 

hy ſhould we then vain praiſe on God beſtow ?” 

li H Such 


* They ſay unto God, Depart from us; for we deſire not the 
zonledge of thy, ways, — What is the Almighty, that we ſhould 


fre him? And what profit ſhould we have if we pray unto him: 
XI. 14, 15. 
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Such, ah! the language of their port and way, 
If their proud lips do not the ſame bewray ! 
Alas: ſhall feeble man dare fo requite 
His Source of being, and his favours flight? 
Shall guilty worms Almighty God defy, 
Of heart and life the homage due deny, 
Whoſe courage fails ev'n at his creature's eye? 
The ſtouteſt heart, if the fierce lion roar, 
Recoils with dread, and ſhall not man adore ? 
The Potentate of nature ſtill revere, 
Whoſe works can ſtrike the boldeſt heart with fear? 
Ungodly men may flouriſh now at eaſe, 
Yet their proſperity ere long ſhall ceaſe. 
That God they now forget will ſoon reclaim, 
His ev'ry gift, and doom to Tophet's flame. 
Their earthly bliſs, in one avenging day, 
As ſwept with hail, ſhall quickly paſs away. 
Amid their joys, and their exulting pride, 
Aſſail ſhall terrors them on ev'ry fide. 
The wrath of Heav'n, the ſource of deathleſs pains, 
Them ſhall o'ertake, as flames did Sodom's plains, 
Can flight avail, when juſtice ſhall purſue, 
And cauſe her ſword to ſtrike the ſinner thro' ? 
Mid deepeſt gloom, their ſtaring eye-balls roll, 
And keeneſt terrors ſeize their flitting ſoul. 
Their dreams of bliſs are now for ever fled, 
W herewith vain hopes their vainer minds ſtill fed; 
As one aſleep, to eat or drink may ſeem, 


Yet waking, appetites prove all a dream “. 
Ab 


* Ifaiah xxix. 8. 
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kh! never ſhall their wiſhful eyes behold, 

The thrice bleſt city, pavd with fineſt gold; 
Where flow, of life, the pure, tranſlucent ſtreams, 
Vhoſe bliſsful wave reflects celeſtial beams. 

Dread woes and tortures, yet of unknown name, 
For them are treaſur'd, a ſtill-quenchleſs flame, 
Hold enkindl'd by IEHOVAn's breath, 

1 the dark, diſmal ſhades of ſecond death. 

eir guilt entails ev'n on their race deep wo, 

hich may from fire to ſon ſucceſſive flow. 

y Heay'n's decree, ſuch prove the portion ſhall 

H wicked men, from the great Judge of all. 
ontempt of God, and all his ways benign, 

luſt ſure provoke wrath potent and divine. 

hen once in vice men obdurate become, 

or lumbers, nor far diſtant is, their doom. 

Thy commerce, Britain, tho” a ſpreading gourd, 
lich ſeems a laſting ſhelter to afford; 

et, ah! a worm in ſecret gnaws the root, 


d ſuch may prove each favourite purſuit, 

be breath of Heav'n can blaſt their faireſt fruit. 
0 walk upright will peace and wealth ſecure, 
Wulge to ſin infallibly make poor; 

bile piety, and worth a bliſs convey, 

curſed vice doth fire and offspring lay, 

ould Heay'n once ſay, O Britain, in my ſcale 
te have I weigh'd, and find thy crimes prevail; 
y proſp'rous days are now come to an end, 
Juſtice, ſpare not, nor reſpite once lend: 

1 ſudden, and remedileſs our fate, 

l effort vain to ſave a ſinking ſtate, 


H 2 Deſtruc- 


Al 
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Deſtruction flies, and waſtes at God's command, 

Can aught ward off due vengeance from our land? 

Then deſolation ſpreads her dreary reign, 

May Heav'n long ſpare thee, Britain, from her chain 

Reſtore thy ſons to virtue, and to peace, 

And make thy crimes, ere once too late, to ceaſe, 

How ſoon can God our glory all deface ! 

How ſoon can puniſh our rebellious race! 

Deſtruction quite around our iſland pour, 

And Britain leave to mourn from ſhore to ſhore ! 
Beware betimes, nor let us tempt our fate, 

Can we once proſper, if incurr'd his hate ? 

Receive with candor, and with care improve, 

Each counſel ſanction'd by the Pow'r above. 
When Britons dare their Maker's laws tranſgrels 

- Inſult his pow'r, and ſtill contemn his grace; 

Is he a Briton, who dares not expoſe, 

Such deeds infernal, left he ſhould find foes ? 

Announce the doom againſt ſuch deeds decreed, 

Which is approaching, with increaſing ſpeed ; 

And will o'ertake, if we do not repent ; 

For this alone due vengeance can prevent“? 


* Except ye repent, ye ſhall all periſh. Therefore now 4 
your ways, and your doings, and obey the voice of the Lord! 
God, and the Lord will repent him of the evil that he bath | 
nounced againſt you, Luke xiii, 3. Jer. xxvi. 13. 


PAK 


Pi:A NT A kad. 


MAN, urg'd by an imperious will, 
Does make fell haſte to be undone, 
And very eagerly ruſh on 

To court forbidden ill, 


Nought is too bad for man, 
Grown Giants in Impiety, 
Our impious Folly dares the {ky; 
We dare aſſault God's glorious Throne, 
Nor, ſtill averſe to his command, 
Will we permit his lifted Hand 
To lay his Thunder down.———Cxzzcn's Horace. 


—— — — 


4 


Becauſe of ſwearing the land mournetb. Jer. xxiii. 10. 

This ts the curſe that goeth forth over the face of the whole earth : 
for every one that ſweareth ſhall be cut off. I will bring it forth, 
faith the Lord of hoſts, and ut ſhall enter into the houſe of him that 
ſweareth falſely by my name: and it ſhall remain in the midſt of 
bis houſe, and ſhall conſume it, with the timber thereof, and the 
ones thereof. Zech. v. 3, 4. — 

I will come near to you to judgment ; ad I will be a uit witneſs 
againſt falſe fwearers, ſaith the Lord of hoſls. Mal. iii. 5. 

Have I any pleaſure at all that the wicked ſhould die ? ſaith the Lord 
God: and not that he ſhould return from his ways and live? There- 
fore I will judge you, every one according to his ways, faith the 
Lord: repent and turn yourſelves from all your tranſgreſſions ; ſo 
iniquity ſhall not be your ruin: for why will ye die? Ezek. xviii. 


23, 30, 31. 
HO that fear God, and love their fellow-men, 
Can once ſurvey their crimes, and not feel pain? 


Who, of the inſults offer'd Him, can know, 
Theſe not lament, and their deſeryed wo? 


Immenſe 
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Immenſe the diſtance between heav'n's great God, 


And a poor, breathing, animated clod, 
Who dwells in clay, and ſoon muſt yield his breath, 


To duſt he goes, from duſt derives his birth! 
Should he not then of his God ſtand in awe, 
His name revere, and ſtill obſerve his law ? 
Were not man's nature wofully deprav'd, 
His nobler pow'rs to potent vice enſlav'd, 
That ſolemn mandate never had been giv'n, 


By the Eternal Majeſty of Heav'n: 
„Mens ſons, take not your Maker's name in vain, 


# He'll not hold guiltleſs who that name profane *. 
Profan'd 


* Thou ſhalt not take the name of the Lord thy God in vain: 

for the Lord will not hold him guiltleſs that taketh his name in 

| vain, Exod. xx, 7. So far from holding ſuch guiltleſs, he will hold 

them very guilty ; and, tho” they may eſcape puniſhment from men, 

from the hand of the civil magiſtrate, who is ordained of him to be 

a terror to ſuch evil-doers, yet the Lord our God will not ſuffer 

them to eſcape his righteous judgment, when himſelf will prove 2 
ſwift witneſs againſt them, 

It has been obferved, not without ſome good reaſon, that a habit 
of profane ſwearing, as an expletive to diſcourſe, is an unequivocal 
ſymptom of rough and unpoliſhed manners. And, without doubt, it 
muſt argue rudeneſs, and the want of amiable and benevolent diſ- 
poſitions, to be capable of ſaying or doing what may hurt the feel- 
ings of another, or give juſt ground of offence. The perſon who 
gives himſelf no concern whom his freedoms of ſpeech may offend, 
tranſgreſſes the rules of good breeding, and muſt be a ftranger to 
genuine politeneſs, and true urbanity of manners. Hence he for- 
feits not only the Chriſtian character, which indeed ſuch deem a 
matter of ſmall moment, but, ſetting all reverence for the Diety a- 
fide, the character even of a gentleman, which they more highly 
prize, and the deference due to one, who can make free, on almoli 
every occaſion, to ſwear profanely, and utter indecent things, quite 
regardleſs how much the feelings of others may be wounded by ſuch 
ynbecoming freedoms. This ſymptom of barbarous manners pre- 


yails too much, among almolt all deſcriptions of men, to the great 
reproach 
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Profan'd it is, in Britain's ſinful iſle, | 
By low and high, whoſe other ways defile ; 
And that in various, and ſurpriſing forms, 


Will God endure this from frail, guilty worms ! \ 
What 


teproach of our nation, and of our character as Chriſtians ; yea, too 
oft prevails even with thoſe who would be thought polite and well- 
bred. If, therefore, the prevalence of this vice be allowed to cha- 
raterize a barbarous people, can we plead, Not guilty? All the 
poliſh of our external manners hath not yet proved an effectual re- 
medy for this unhappy, and epidemical malady; nor, in all proba- 
bility will, whatever ſome may ſurmiſe, while irreligion and infide- 
lity prevail. It is a painful, a very diſagreeable alternative, to be 
reduced, on ſome occaſions, to the neceſſity either of teſtifying a- 
gainſt the impropriety of ſuch conduct, or of paſſing it over in ſi- 
lence, while perhaps a felt ſenſe of duty urges to remonſtrate againſt 
it, No ane ws who has not ſomething very rude and unpolite a- 
bout him, can ſo treſpaſs on the common civility, which is due to 
every one who does not forfeit it, as, to compel to either alterna- 
tive, or take amiſs a diſcreet diſſuaſive from ſuch unhallowed liber- 
ties, be they ever ſo faſhionable. Thoſe, however, who can be rude 
and unmannerly enough to tranſgreſs the laws of good breeding in 
this particular, have, in general, too much pride and petulance not 
to reſent the moſt modeſt and reſpectful hints of the impropriety 
of ſuch ungentlemanly, not to ſay unchriſtian conduct. 

The profane cuſtom of ſwearing in common converſation, ſo ab- 
ſurd in itſelf, and ſo expreſſive of an empty, undiſciplined, and ill- 
bred mind, is till farther aggravated as leading to perjury, and all 
that train of moral and penal evils, which flow from it. When once 
a perſon can break thro” the reſtraints of decency, and moral de- 
corum, he is unhappily prepared to violate every other reſtraint. 
Can we ſuppoſe he will retain a reverence for that Name, which 
be habitually profanes, or will be overawed by the proſpect of that 
Tribunal, to which he can appeal about every trifle? The man who 
can lightly imprecate damnation on his own ſoul, and on the fouls 
of his fellow-creatures, ſoon becomes capable of encounteriog the 
lolemnity, and diſregarding the obligation of an oath, tho' enforced 
b7 that ſanction, infinitely awful and intereſting as it is. The 
perſon who is ſo void of the fear of God, as to profane his name on 
ordinary occaſions, is diſpoſed to make light of exciſe, and cuſtom- 
bouſe, and election-oaths. By a natural and an eaſy tranſition, he 
may be thus brought to make light of oaths which affect private 

property, 


* 


64 A MONITOR 


What earthly Prince, or Potentate would chuſe, 
His ſubjects ſhould his titles ſo abuſe? | 
And will of earthly kings, th' Almighty Lord, 

Who ought by beings all to be ador'd, 
| Permit 


property, and life itſelf ; yea, become fit for treaſon, or any piece of 
treachery, if a proper temptation be preſented. Tho? one event 
may now often be to him that ſweareth, as to him that feareth an 
oath z yet death will ſoon make a folemn, a deciſive diſcrimination, 
when it ſhall be well with the righteaus, but ill with the wicked, 
Such may indeed harden themſelves againſt God, yet are they oft. 
en haunted with the alarming thought, that he is their enemy, and 
will bring them to that jadgment, to which they have ſo lightly ap- 
pealed—** Who hath hardened himſelf againſt him, and hath pro- 
« ſpered ?” Job ix. 4. Wherefore, their preſent proſperity is often 
blaſted, whence it is proverbially ſaid of the falſe ſwearer, He has 
* never a day to do well.” The perjured wretch forfeits, and in- 
deed deliberately renounces, his Maker's help amidſt all the trials 


of life, and the hope of immortality with him beyond the grave. 


The guilt and danger of ſuch a crime appears, in that it not only 
inſults God, and ſets all the terrors of his retributive juſtice at de- 
fiance ; but alſo as it affects ſociety, with regard to property, cha- 
racter, life, and every other human right. Hereby the ſacrednels 
of an oath is violated, innocence itſelt becomes no protection, all 
human induſtry would be vain, character and reputation quite pre- 
carious; mutual confidence would ceaſe; and all the ties which 
bind ſociety together be quite broken: For did men loſe all re- 


verence for an oath, or did this daring crime univerſally prevail, 


ſuch unhappy conſequences would unavoidably follow. 

On the prevalence of this horrid, and Heaven-daring fin among 
us, a certain late writer remarks—** With reſpe& to the fin of. 
jury, I fear, we are much worle than any nation now under the 
fun, perhaps worſe than any the ſun ever ſaw. Iam afraid there are 
« moredaring inſtances of this wickedneſs amongſt us, than in all the re! 
* of Europe. By an unhappy kind of neceſſity it is interwoven, as i! 
« were, with the very conſtitution of the body politic, and diffules 
« itſelf like a deadly contagion amongſt all orders and ranks of peo. 
ple. Oaths are exceſſively multiplied, and fo generally neglect. 
« ed, that it is equally difficult and rare, for a perſon to engage 10! 
a courſe of years, im any kind of employment, either civil or com. 
© mercial, without being enſnared. Some are /o expreſſed, that !! 
is morally impoſſible to comply with them; others /o rr 

« that 


1 
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Permit his creatures to abuſe his name, 
And not conſult the honour of the ſame ? 
The ſons of light, all wrapt in holy fear, 


Before his ſacred Majeſty appear. 
Not 


that they are uſually ſwallowed without the remoteſt deſign of re- 
« parding them either in whole or in part. Tho? wickednels of e- 
"very kind too much abounds amongſt us, perjury is, perhaps, pe- 
« culiarly and eminently our national ſin; and I tremble to think 
«it is ſo; for it gives too juſt a ground to fear the approach of na- 
tional judgments. It cannot but be grievous to every ſerious 
„mind, to obſerve the little reverence and ſolemnity, or rather the 
total want of common decency, which too frequently prevails a- 
" mong us, while appealing 10 God by this ſacred rite, ſo that ſome- 
„times it is not eaſy to ſay, whether thoſe who tender the oath, 
* or thoſe who tale it, ſeem lea in earneſl, Without doubt, this 
" indifference may be aſſigned as one cauſe of the increaſe and 
prevalence of perjury. Surely-all who have any regard for the 
" honour of God—any ſenſe of the worth of fouls, will pray ear- 
" neſtly that this iniquity may not be our ruin, but that the Lord 
" would be pleaſed to inſpire and ſucceed the moſt proper means 
for the removal, or at leaſt the mitigation of this evil *.” 

This author is not ſingular in his judgment and complaint ; for 
all who know any thing of the ſtate of public affairs, and have an 
proper ſenſe of this evil, will join with him in both. So much mark 
5 there in the above remarks, that it is grown into a proverb 
I but a cuſlom-houſe oath! Too little care is taken, in gene- 
rl, by thoſe who adminiſter this ſolemn rite, that they who take 
It, © ſwear in truth, in judgment, and in righteouſneſs,” which the 
Lord requires, as they would not profane his holy name, Jer. iv. 2. 
A due regard muſt be had to the ie, to the manner, and to the 
end, agreeable to the requiſitions of ſacred writ on that head; but, 
alas! how rarely do all theſe meet! 

it is much to be wiſhed there was no reaſon to add, that another 
Kind of perjury too much prevails z namely, The ſubſcribing to ar- 
ticles of faith, which are not believed, and engaging by ſolemn 
vows to obſerve certain duties, without any proper concern, or due 
endeavour afterwards to perform them; vay,while their future conduct 
runs directly counter to both! Can this ſpecies of perjury be leſs of- 
teulive to God, or leſs fatal in its influence on ſociety, becauſe com- 
Mitted in his own houſe, bencath the venerable ſhade of religion, 

7 1 and 


* The Reverend Mr Newton's ſermon on the third commagement 
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Not one, among the vaſt celeftial throng, 
But celebrates that name in ceaſeleſs ſong, 


Which poor, preſuming ſinners date profane, 


Yet none unpuniſh'd take that name in vain. 
While corrupt men, ſtill as they ſtrut and ſtalk, 
Their God blaſpheme, with lips that proudly talk; 
Apoſtate fiends revere Almighty God, 

And quake beneath the terrors of his rod. 

"Tis but on earth, that creatures dare provoke 
The Source of being, and his wrath invoke ; 

His thrice auguſt, and holy name abuſe, 


And his chief favours wantonly refuſe, 
| On 


and by thoſe who lie under obligations, peculiarly ſolemn. to re- 
verence and ferve him? How much this prevails over all Britain, 
none can be ignorant, who is in the leaſt acquainted with the ſtate 
of religion among us, and the principles, and line of conduct of m. 
ny of thoſe, who are inveſted with the ſacred office. Whence elle, 
if I may ſo expreſs it, the bleatings of the flock of Chriſt's paſture; 
the many complaints of the godly, with reſpect to the doctrines and 
practice of many, who ought by both to be the /a/t of the earth, and 
the /zght of the world? How much our national guilt is hereby is- 
creaſed, the Lord only knows; but one thing is certain, that it e. 


ſeapes not his omniſcient eye, nor will in time his judicial viſits 


tion: For the prophet that teacheth lies, he is the tail ;” © And 
* whoſoever ſhall break one of theſe leaft commandments, and (hal 
teach men ſo,” whether by doctrine or example, he ſhall be 
called the leaſt in the kingdom of heaven ;” that is, have no part 
or lot in it, Iſa. ix. 15. Mat. v. 19. © Thus faith the Lord God 
* Wo unto the fooliſh prophets, that follow their own ſpirit; be. 
* cauſe they have ſeduced my people, ſaying, Peace, and there ws 
% no peace, to ſlay the fouls that ſhould not die, and to fave tne 
% ſouls alive that ſhould not live, by therr lying to my people tust 
* hear their lies. Beceuſe with lies ye have made the heart of the 
* righteous ſad, whom I have not made ſad ; and ſtrengthened the 
« hands of the wicked, that he ſhould not return from his wicke! 


« way, by promiſing him life; therefore I will deliver my people 


* out of your hand, and ye ſhall know that I am the Lord.” Eat“ 
xiii. 3, 10, 19, 22, 23. 
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On earth, that province of the ſhades below, 
Proud, daring ſinners into monſters grow, 
Their head and heart on earth, and heels to Heav'n, 
Are to extremes in fin, by Satan driv'n. 
The thief, the drunkard, and the debauchee, 
Derive ſome profit from iniquity; 
But ſwearers purchaſe ever-during wrath, 
With bluſt'ring words, a vain infected breath. 
Can oaths make ſuch be deemed bold and great : 
They covet this, but their own ends defeat. 
Among all ranks, chief 'mong our martial hoſt, 
Who {till of honour, and of valour boaſt ; 
In dreadful forms, this daring vice prevails, 
Their tongue profane both Heav'n and hell aflails ; 
As if a ſoldier could not ſerve his prince, 
Unleſs he gave his Guardian God offence ; 
As if the ſervice to the ſtate they owe, 
Requir'd each ſhould be God's avowed foe. 
Can Jace, or ſcarlet, fuſil, or a ſword, 
Entitle mortals to inſult their Lord; 
By wham they live, and move, and draw each breath, 
Whoſe hand, with eaſe, can cruth all ſprung of earth? 
Shall Heav'n and hell revere th' Almighty's name, 
Tet ſinners#{till preſume it to blaſpheme ; 
Defy his pow'r,—in their proud paſſion ſwear, 
and yet not once his righteous vengeance fear? 
Tho” this o'erlook ſhould human juſtice” bar, 
Yet God ſhall it purſue with endleſs war, 
In the abodes of neyer-ceaſing pain, 


Where wrath, incens'd, her triumphs ſhall maintain, 
I 2 How 
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How ſhall ſuch ſtand the mighty Judge before, 
Who oft blaſphem'd, but ſeldom would adore ? 


How ſhall they feel, when doom'd to that dread placy, 
Where juſtice rules, and mercy finds no place? 


There dawn no more ſhall peace, or joy, or hope, 
There ſinners are deny'd a ſingle drop, 
To cool that tongue, which dares be ſo profane, 
As curſe, and (wear, and take God's name in vain, 
Oft is incurr'd this guilt in ſolemn form, 
While He, aloud, demands a quick reform, 
Of his each delegate, in courts below, 
Yet, ah ! does not the evil rather grow ? 
Should perjury prevail within our land, 
Muſt not the guilt proſperity withſtand ? 
When men become ſo wretchedly profane, 
As take God's name in ſuch dread form in vain, 
Muſt not their guilty cup be filling faſt, 
And tardy vengeance overtake at laſt ? 
Will God, who beareth long, ſtill filent prove, 
Forbear to puniſh what his hate muſt move? 
When rivers flow back to their fountain-head, 
Such daring crimes impunity may plead ; 

When Truth's great God can violate his oath, 
The perjur'd wretch may hope he'll not be wroth. 
Are not eninaring oaths, ſo num'rous grown, 

In each department—to the very throne, 

As now to prove a gangrene in the ſtate, 

Whoſe ſpreading bane muſt forward Britain's tate ! 
'Tis hard to ſay, who moſt God's name profane, 


Among the crowd who take that name in yain ; 
| * _  Thol 
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Thoſe who diſpenſe, or who receive this rite, 
For both herein too oft its object ſlight. 
With unconcern, they make the dread appeal, 
Which Heav'n invokes the ſolemn deed to ſeal, 
On the perjur'd, or who neglect their vow, 
T” inflict the vengeance to ſuch wretches due. 

Can any know, in this reſpect, our ſtate, 
And not lament our due, impending fate ; 
If he regard the Pow'r that reigns on high, 
As Lord and Judge ſupreme of earth and ſky ? 

In Zion's courts does fim'lar guilt abound, 
What broken vows within her walls are found! 
Vows often made, in very ſolemn form, 
Without fincere intent theſe to perform ! 
To ſacred truths do many give aſſent, 
And ſtill to teach theſe vow their firm intent; 
Yet ſhow thereafter, both by word and deed, 
That theſe form not the ſubject of their Creed. 
Reverſe of theſe they ſtill practiſe and teach, 
Nor do I here them wrongfully impeach ; 
For myriads can the mournful truth atteſt, 
Alas! that ſuch ſhould ere the Church infeſt ! 
Act not theſe Scribes the part of very knaves, 
Leſs like the good, than Satan's hired ſlaves ? 
Can ſuch a bleſſing on their works derive, 
Who ſtill profeſs what they do not believe? 
Their ſolemn vows, and irreligious port, 
Ah! with each other poorly ſtill comport! 
Tho' men connive, ſuch guilt is not the leaſt, 
For God will not o'erlook it in a prieſt, 

Such 


And ſeems to bear thy ſons in ſhoals to hell! 
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Such as thus act, muſt meet their due reward, 
Their ſacred office ne'er can this off - ward. 

All not ſincere in their profeſſed love, 
To him who ruleth all below, above, 
What time they at his foot - ſtool proſtrate tall, 
And on his name with feign'd devotion call, 
That venerable name ſtill take in vain; 
God's holy name all hypocrites profane. 
O Britain, then, what a dread pond'rous load 
Of guilt, contracted gainſt Almighty God. 
Spreads o'er thy coaſts, with ſtill increaſing ſwell, 


And will not He avenge the proud diſdäin, 
Wherewith too many take his name 1n yain ? 
Caſt off the burden of ſuch daring toes, 
While their proſperity no longer flows; 
While unrepented guilt brings to that place, 
Where fountains ſeal'd ſhall prove each ſpring of grace? 
Did Heathens ſo their dung-hill gods revere, 
And by their name each while profanely {wear ? 
Were they once known fo trifle with an oath, 
Or ſport with Fove's, or Funo's menac'd wrath ? 
Did they not fear, that Heav'n would wrath reveal, 
Should they once yiolate their dread appeal ?— 
That Heav'n, to whom all vengeance doth belong, 
Would interpoſe t' ayenge ſuch daring wrong? 
If ſo, Ye Britons, think where you ſhall ſtand, 
The final day, who ſtain a Chriſtian land, 
With oaths, with perjuries, and all the reſt 


Of theſe dread crimes, which {till that land infeſt: 
Will 


"Il 
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Will not ev'n Pagans then againſt you riſe, 


And bring their atteſtation for the ſkies ? 


Condemn your ways, by their more pious port, 

Who ſacred things can make your wanton ſport ? 

Who can {till treat the Lord of earth and ſky, 

As if you could his attributes defy ; 

Deſpiſe his name more than your fellow worm, 

While you him ſtill inſult, or ſpurn what might reform? 
How great is God! how great his peerleſs Son, 

Who did exiſt ere time his race begun! 

He divine honours from mankind doth claim, 

Let none refuſe to venerate his name. 

Fach glorious virtue in Meſſiah ſhine, 

All ſacred charms and human ſweet combine! 

When ruin merited affails a land, 

Relief can come but from his ſaving hand, 

[f he forſake, that rum none can ſtay, 

Our land at once becomes deſtruction's prey. 

Hence, prize his grace, his ſacred name revere, 

Leſt, in your Guardian, ſoon the Judge appear; 

Swear in his wrath we ne'er ſhall ſhare his home, 

Abandon guilty Britons to their doom. 


OUR Fleets and Armies, tho' allowed brave, 


Can we their wicked impious conduct wave *? 
Their 


God was pleaſed to give this injunction to ancient Ifrael, which, 
0 every thinking mind, carries its reaſon with it“ When the 
" hoſt goeth forth againſt thine enemies, then keep thee from eve- 
"fy wicked thing.” Deut. xxiii. 9. This reſpe&s not only the 
people at Jarge, but alſo the men of war. But with us, do not both 
« on ſuch occaſions, eſpecially the later, as if the ſacred mandate 
das teverſed— When the hoſt goeth forth againſt thine enemies, 
en indulge thyſelf in every wicked thing? ; 


And legions conquer'd on the hoſtile plain. 
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Their guilt, like Sodom, do they not proclaim, 
Whence is deriy'd an odium to their name ? 
The truly good, are more than truly brave, 
When valour fails, true worth a ſtate may ſave. 
Our martial bands have oft acquired fame, 
And widely ſpread Britannia's auguſt name ; 
While her fleets rode triumphant on the main, 


Since firſt the Roman eagle reach'd our land, 
*Gainſt foes combin'd they've made a noble ſtand ; 
What glorious feats have they not often wrought, 
Thro' aiding Heav'n,they vanquiſh'd, while they fought! 
Their foes could ne'er her warlike ſons ſubdue, 
Tho' oft haraſs'd, yet ſtill they ſtrength renew; 
Whence freedom ſmiles on Britain's happy coaſt, 
And vaunting foes {till bluſh at their proud boaſt, 
May Heav'n forbid it ſhould not ftill be fo— 
Heav'n guard our ifle, ward off deſerved wo; 
Make thoſe the pillars of Britannia's cauſe, 
Their country's boaſt, {till gaining juſt applauſe: 


Should foes invade, and call them to the field, 
Still aid to vanquiſh, and force thoſe to yield; ( 
O'er-awe the nations by their conq'ring arms, 1 
Afraid to rouſe our martial, juſt alarms. ly 

But ſhould we now our warrior-bands ſurvey, B 
Who are become of vice, alas! the prey; | N 
May we not fear our days of glory o'er, W 
That Albion may yet in her turn deplore ? Ti 
By beings ſo profane, and fo impure, | 
How can we hope God will our peace ſecure ? b 80 
| That Fro 
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Hat he, by ſuch, will ſtill defend our iſle, 
Who dare defy his pow'r, his land defile? 
He forms our leaders for the hoſtile field, 
And ſkill and courage gives the ſword to wield. 
Our Troops he arms, and marſhals for the fight, 
And girds their loins with all their war-like might. 
Their head in battle doth he ſhield and guard, 
Tho' they, alas! him often diſregard. 
He girded Cyrus, yet he knew him not, 
And is he not by warriors ſtill forgot ? 
Yet can his voice, his frown, or angry look, 
(For who can ſtand before his fierce rebuke ?) 
Strike very heroes with a dread diſmay, 
Can they abide theſe at the judgment day ? 
Like peals of thunder his Almighty ire, 
His foes ſhall feel his wrath as waſting fire ! 
From death's aſſault their proweſs cannot ſave, 
No patriot-virtue reſcues from the grave. 
Whom valour hath to-day with conqueſt crown'd, 
Death may to-morrow level with the ground ; 
No more to ſhine amid the din of arms, 
Or claim a ſhare in hoſtile, dire alarms. 
This king no pow'r can check, no flight can ſave, 
He alike conquers cowards and the brave. 
Both ſoon muſt yield, the hour will ſhortly come, 
Which ſhall call hence, and lodge in the dark tomb; 
Where ſleep profound ſhall ſeal each mortal eye, 
Till time is loſt in vaſt eternity. | 
Did thoſe who rule, in virtue lead the way, 
Check vice in ſuch as muſt them ſtill obey ; 
from her vile ſway might they not thouſands ſave, 
Aud make our braveſt troops become more brave? 
T K Not 
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Not ſo: In vice our leaders hold the van, 

Their pattern's fatal inſl'ence who can ſcan ? 

N or fear they God, nor walk in Wiſdom's way, 

Their baſer paſſions ſtill their reaſon ſway *. 

O happy were it for their native land, 

Did theſe excel in worth, as in command ; 

Before their eyes the laws of virtue place, 

And with true honour join the fruits of grace . 
But 


* He that is flow to anger is better than the mighty: and he that 
ruleth his ſpirit, than he that taketh a city. He that hath no rule 
over his own ſpirit is like a city that is broken down, and without 
walls. Prov. xvi. 32.—xxv. 28. 


t It will appear the leſs ſurpriſing, that our Fleets and Armies 
ſhould exhibit inſtances of mutiny and other irregular practices, 
when we conſider the examples ſo frequently ſet our ſea- men and 
ſoldiers, by their ſuperiors, who ought to excel in worth as in 
rank. With what conſiſtence can theſe exact the rigid obſervance 
of their orders, and deem every inſult to their perſon a crime wor- 
thy of death, when they themſelves, mean while, are openly and . 
vowedly guilty of violating the mandates of Heaven, inſulting the 
Supreme Power, and rebelling againſt the infinite Majeſty of the 


univerſe? In regard hereof, while they paſs ſentence on others, do 


they not in effect condemn themſelves ? For if one inftance of dil- 
reſpectful, or inſulting carriage towards an earthly ſuperior merits 
an ignominious death, without the benefit of mercy upon penitence 
and confeſſion, how can they expect that their multiplied fins and 
offences againſt the King of kings ſhould paſs with impunity, tho 
they neither repent of them, nor once confeſs or forſake them! 
Out of their own mouth ſhall they be judged, nor can they deem it 
unjuſt in God to puniſh them tor crimes that are committed again 
himſelf, crimes infinitely more aggravated than any of which their 
fellow-men can be guilty towards them. During the ſolemn moments 
their fellow creature was launched into eternity for his offence, ut 
find ſome of his ſhip-mates, inſtead of praying for his departing 
ſpirit, ſwearing, imprecating, and blaſpheming *. The time wi 
when it became a proverb, I any wiſh to learn to pray, let them ge 
to ſea; which is countenanced, ſo early as the days of Jonah, by the 
mariners who were with him in the ſhip. But may not that pro- 


verb, alas! be now reverſed, If any wiſh to learn to curſe and ſweat 
to 


* Referring to the late execution on board the Hector 
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But when our martial leaders, and their hoſt, 
Make not true virtue their purſuit and boaſt; 
When thoſe who turn the battle from the gate, 
Indulge to crimes, too ſhocking to relate; 


Tho' 


to drink and revel, to rid himſelf of all the reſtraints of religion and 
conſcience, and to brave death with a more than brutal inſenfbili- 
ty, let him go to ſea. 

We have been told, That a worthy gentleman, who happened to 
be at Spithead while the Fleet was there, was ſo much ſhocked at 
the ſwearing of the ſailors, that he remarked, © It was a wonder 
Providence ever favoured ſuch profane wretches;“ and, without 
doubt, their -ſucceſs is at no time owing to their worth and merit 
in the eye of Heaven. In this view, when weighed in the balance 
they are found egregiouſly wanting, yea, their guilt will awfully pre- 
ponderate. So tainted, and corrupted is our Navy in this reſpect, 
that, to a ſober perſon, who truly fears God, it would be almoſt the 
beavieſt puniſhment to be confined to a ſhip of war. Indeed, to 
live tolerably there, he mult become a demi incarnate devil, and 
have his ears inured to curſing, blaſphemies, and imprecations of e- 
rery kind. Are theſe the Wooden walls of Old- England, of which 
we make ſuch haughty, and frequent boaſt ? What reaſon have we 
to hope the Lord of hoſts, who is jealous of his honour, and of pu- 
rer eyes than to look upon fin but with abhorrence, will go forth 
with them in the hour of danger, cover their head in the day of 
battle, and crown them with victory and triumph? Amazing thought, 
indeed, that he whoſe is the ſea and dry land, and can bind or let 
loſe the ſtorm at pleaſure, ſhould not ſo blow with his winds, as to 
ſnk them like lead among the devouring billows z while they dare 
profane his thrice holy name, and imprecate his infinite wrath ! 
Bear with them he may for a time, but the day of his vengeance 
taltens on apace, and their damnation doth not ſlumber. God is 
not ſlack concerning his threats, as ſome would repute him; for 
ſooner ſhall heaven and earth paſs away, than theſe fall to the ground, 
or fail to be executed. Tho? he exerciſe much patience and long- 
luffering, to lead finners to repentance, yet will ſuch as mifimprove 
theſe think the hour of reckoning comes early enough. N 

What true heroiſm does David diſcover, when he engaged Go- 
bath of Gath, tho? at the time but a ſtrippling ? Unfeeling muſt that 
heart be, which can read the account of it without emotion !— 
David ſaid to Saul, Let no man's heart fail becauſe of him; thy 
" ſervant will go and fight with this Philiſtine.“ Generous mo- 
tion! As he advanced to the apparently unequal combat, The 
proud Philiſtine curſed David by his gods; and ſaid, Come to 

K 2 me 
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Tho! in their valour we muſt own them brave, 
Their guilt more like to ſink, than that to ſave. 
The fear of God is not before their eyes, 

Yea, (till they bid defiance to the ſkies. 
Impure 1n life, and blaſphemous of tongue, 
They form a wicked, irreligious throng ; 


* 


A 


© me, and I will give thy fleſh to the fowls of the air, and to the 
u beaſts of the field.” To which haughty boaſt, the brave youth 
replies, Thou comeſt to me with a ſword, and with a ſpear, and 
with a ſhield ; but I come to thee in the name of the Lord of 
* hoſts, the God of the armies of Iſrael, wbom thou haſt defied, 
* 'This day will the Lord deliver thee into mine hand, that all the 
t earth may know that there is a God in Iſrael, And all this af. 
« ſembly ſhall know, that the Lord ſaveth not with ſword and 
« ſpear: for the battle is the Lord's, and he will give yau into our 
« hands.“ 1 Sam. xvii, How. dignified does his conduct on that 
important occaſion appear, compared to the conduct of our modern 
duelliſts and men of war? Theſe, too like the haughty gigantic Go- 
hath, not rarely utter proud, ſwelling words of vanity, and affect a 
pitifully bluſtering carriage Give me a man, that we may fight 
* together,” was his language. What a contrait to the Hebrew 
youth do the heroes of modern times preſent, when expoſed to im- 
minent danger? Inſtead of expreſſing athance in God, and facing 
the enemy in his ſtrength, they more generally imprecate his ven- 
geance, and ſet his terrors at defiance; when, tor ought they know, 
a few hours may hurry them to his Tribunal, where they have res- 
{on to fear their everlaſtiug puniſhment thall commence. 

That excellent warrior Joab, tho? far from being a good man, ſets 
an example worthy of the imitation of thoſe® who lead forth our 
ſquadrons againſt the enemy. When about to engage in battle with 
a formidable hoſt, the enemies ot his king and country, inſtead of 
accompanying the word of command with horrid oaths and impre- 
cations, as is too common in modern times, he ſpoke like one who 
believed that too much forgotten axiom—“ The battle is the 
„ Lord's;” „It is nothing with him to help whether with many, 
* or with them that have no power.” —“ Be of good courage. 4 
let us play the men for our people, and for the cities of our God: 
* and the Lord do that which ſeemech him good.” 2 Sam. x. 12- 


The names of thoſe who climb to honour by paths diſapproved of 


Heaven, are written in the earth, and their memory rots ; while the 
1 are had in everlaſting remembrance, and their memory i 
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As if the road to glory, and to fame, 

Was to be vile. —t' inſult their Maker's name; 
To act the demon in the human form, 

To ſoar in pride, in pleaſure meet the worm; 
To quaff, and revel, and their frame debaſe, 

By acts of lewdneſs, and ignoble ways. 

Too few exceptions are there to be found! 
What crimes pollute Britannia's martial ground, 
And cry aloud for vengeance to the ſkies ! 

Tho! flow ſhe ſeem, on eagle's pinions flies. 
fer ſword can reach the braveſt of that throng, 
Oer ſons of Mars her triumphs till prolong. 

What tho? our troops and ſea- men ſhould be brave, 

Can theſe a guilty land by proweſs ſave ? 

If ſuch are found an irreligious hoſt, 

Tho' we them count our glory, and our boaſt, + 
How can they ward off danger from our coaſt? 
None but the truly good are truly brave, 

Can Heav'n's avowed foes a nation ſave ? 

Do not the leprous ſtains of vice defile, 

Our (hips of war, theſe bulwarks of our iſle ? 
Which ſeem ſo many little, floating hells, 

Where fiends incarnate are confin'd to cells ; 
do many ſtews, where vice in loweſt form, 


Does human beings into brutes transform *. 
What 


* As a proof of the above, when our Fleet was under failing or- 
een, on occaſion of the Spamſh Armament, we were told that no 
ener than ſeveral thouſand women of bad fame were ſet on ſhore 
* Spithead ;—a ſad picture of the profligacy of our ſeamen, and of 
tte criminal connivance of their ſuperiors ! It hath been alſo aſſert- 


id, that when the Royal George went to the bottom, the * 
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What oaths, what blaſphemies may you there hear, 
In vice deep ſunk, they hourly curſe and ſwear ! 
And Heav'n's dread doom on other imprecate, 

As if they long'd to meet their future fate; 
Invoke damnation, as tho' but a jeſt, 
Not once regardful of that great beheſt “. 

What fools, who bid defiance to the ſky! 
Ah! what defence, when danger is once nigh! 
How can we hope th' Almighty Lord of hoſts, 
Will uſe ſuch rebels to defend our coaſts? 
If ſtrict to mark their crimes, in him a foe 
They muſt expect, to execute juſt wo. 

Tho? brave, he can, with one commanding breath, 


Make each a victim to all conquering death Þ; 
| Cut 


of abandoned frmales on board exceeded conſiderably that of the 
Crew! If this was indeed the caſe, what an unhappy ſituation, to 
be plunged in a moment into all the horrors of eternity amidſt ſuch 
company: Was it not righteous in the Judge of all the earth thu 
to arreſt them ſuddenly, while preſuming, in the moſt open and + 
vowed manner, to contemn his authority, and ſet all his terrors 
defiance ? And yet how few of their thoughtleſs ſurviving brethren 
lay the ſole mn viſitation to heart !=" The Lord will be jultifed 
* when he ſpezketh,” and acteth, © and clear when he judgeth.” 
Pſalm li. 4. [ 


The third commandment, I ſay unto you, Swear not at all; 
neither by heaven, for it is God's throne : nor by the earth, for it A 
is his footſtool: neither by Jeruſalem, for it is the city of the great 
King. Neither ſhalt thou ſwear by thy head, becauſe thou cant 
not make one hair white or black. But let your communication Wi () 
be, yea, yea; nay, nay: for whatſoever is more than theſe comet 
of evil.“ Mat. v. 34, 35, 36, 37. Here all ſwearing by the crev 
ture, as well as by the Creator, is expreſsly forbidden. 


+ With the breath of his lips ſhall he ſlay the wicked, 1%. Wn, 
xi. 4. not 
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Cut off in prime of life, deny'd a grave, 
Their corſe ſurrender to the yawning wave ; 
Their wooden-walls the ſport of winds and waves, 
Or fink, like lead, and prove their wat'ry graves. 
Ungrateful men who can their God ſo uſe, 
The homage both of heart and life refuſe! 
ge heard to curſe the hand that ſmooths the tide, 
While *mid the ſwelling floods they ſafely ride! 
More apt, alas! to ſwear than to adore, 
While threat'ning billows round them awful roar; 
To have recourſe by direful oaths to hell, 
{bile Heav'n's o'erwhelming terrors round them ſwell, 
Than he in duſt beneath that mighty hand, 
Whoſe pow'r alone can ſhield them ſafe to land. 
O Britain, make not theſe thy haughty boaſt *. 
day not, Theſe ſhall from danger guard our coaſt ; 0 
While you neglect th' Eternal Lord of hoſt. 
The great, reſiſtleſs, auguſt Lord of all, 
At whoſe dread word whole empires riſe or fall, 
Can ſhake each feeble prop of human truſt, 
Tea, humble fleets and armies to the duſt. 
O that they bore this ſolemn truth in mind, 
Would learn to fear the Father of mankind ; 
Whoſe cauſe each element can loudly plead, 
at once o'erwhelm his foes among the dead! 
While clouds, condens'd, a ſudden night o'erſpread, 
Ot lullen darkneſs rolling o'er their head; 


While 


" In a ſubſequent part of this work, where the late apprehended 
ture with Spain 1s touched at, the Reader will find, in a foot- 
"te, ſome remarks on that vain-glorious boaſting, which is alluded 
o above, and is ſo highly unbecoming a Chriſtian people. 
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While yawning ſurges round them foam and roar, 

And ſpread their terrors wide from ſhore to ſhore, 

Along the ſpacious, far-reſounding main, 

Not Neptune's—but Jehovah's dread domain ; 

O that they would his pow'r and grace adore, 

His mercy prize, and humbly ſtill implore ; 

While they behold ſuch rich diſplays of theſe, 

Amid th' extended, and unfathom'd ſeas ; 

And he reſtores ſafe to their native ſhore, 

To ſhare its joys, when war's dread feats are o'er! 
Alas! that feeble worms ſhould ſo requite 

Their Source of bliſs, and dare ſuch crimes commit ; 

That guilty men ſhould heay'n's great King defy, | 


Of heart and knee the homage due deny, 
While ocean toſſes his dread waves on high! 
What heart ſo ſtout, amid the tempeſt's roar, 
But quakes—and ſhall frail man not God adore ? 
Th' Almighty Sire of nature ſtil] revere, 
Whole works can make the braveſt hero fear? 
All ye, who plow the deep and ſpacious main, 
Ye ſons of commerce, and of war's dread train ; 
1 Attend each counſel, with a willing ear, 
( | Break off your ſins, and learn your God to fear ; 
8 As you would wiſh, when you are here no more, 
To make your landing on the heav'nly ſhore. 
What pity ye, who thro' ſuch dangers run, 
Should all forget, when once you ſafe return! 
No leak fo ſmall, but may yet fatal prove, 
No fin but ruins, if it till we love. 
As crowded fails, mid ſtorms, would riſk the whole, 
So vice indulg'd may ſudden fink the ſoul, | 
| [ 
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if once in hazard to be quickly loſt, 
The richeſt lading to the ſea is toſt: 
If fin is ſpar'd, the ſoul cannot ſcape wo, 
Why ſpare what ſoon muſt prove our greateſt foe? 
The waves yawn for you, like fierce beaſts of prey, 
O quit your fins, elſe you may feel their ſway ! 
As the great deeps inceſſant ebb or flow ; 
No peace, faith God, ſhall wicked men once know. 
What toils, what riſks, for worldly gain you run, 
Why for your ſouls each pious labour ſhun! 
Did but Religion give you half the care, 
The world demands, what bleſſings would you ſhare 

Are you ſtill wiſe, t' improve both tide and wind, 
Yet to your chief concern both deaf and blind ? 
If you neglect the gale, becalm'd you lie, 
The foul in fin at eaſe, may ever die. 
The fails you ſhift each wind that blows to take, 
Yet, ah! neglect the winds for Heav'n that make. 
You by the helm the ſhip at will can turn, 
Be wiſe, obey, your Maker's law not ſpurn. 
Like as by ſea, the compaſs ſtill muſt guide, 
So let his word, whatever can betide. 
Revere his word, and depute in your breaſt, 
Would you once hope with him at death to reſt, 

T | L Can 


There is no peace, ſaith the Lord, to the wicked. But the 
wicked are like the troubled ſea, when it cannot reſt, whoſe waters 
caſt up mire and dirt, There is no peace, ſaith my God, to the 
wicked, Iſa. xlviii. 22.—lvii. 20, 21. O that they would practi- 
cally believe this, ere it prove too late, and ſo ſhare that peace which 
paſſeth underſtanding here; and, in due time, enter into the joys of 


their Lord! 
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Can you foreſee the ſtorm, gainſt it prepare * 
Why not of greater danger be aware ? 

The ſeas you plow till caſt their filth aſhore, 
Will you hold yours, yea, daily gather more ? 
What the vile monſters of the ſpacious deep, 

To viler luſts, which in your boſoms creep! 

In ocean vaſt an emblem bright eſpy, 

Of boundleſs merey, and eternity. 

Of that accept, ere this ſhall date your doom, 
Where juſtice reigns, nor mercy can find room #, 


IN Church and State venality prevails, 
The higheſt bidder in his ſuit ſcarce fails f. 
Ho 


Ihe above friendly counſels to ſeamen are taken, with ſome va- 
riation in the expreſſion, from that excellent tract of the great and 
pious Mr Flavell—his Navigation Spiritualized, a book well wor- 
thy of the careful peruſal of all our ſea-faring people, and very 
much adapted for their inſtruction, 


+ What Jugurtha ſaid of old, according to the Roman hiſtorian, 


with regard to ancient Rome, as founded on his own experience cf 


the vena/ity and corruption of thoſe in power and truſt, in that 
once mighty ſtate, applies but too well to many, perhaps to moſt of 
our boroughs, in cales of election and the like“ This city may be 
„bought, and will ſoon be ruined, if it find a purchaſer “.“ In 
this he was not miſtaken, for ancient Rome owed its rapid de- 
cline, and the total ſubverſion of its government, to theſe very 
cauſes; and if they are found to prevail with us, what ſecurity can 
we have, that they will not produce ſimilar effects? With re- 
gard to a late trial, reſpecting a very culpable conduct at one of our 
burgh- elections, the following obſervation was made in one of our 
public: papers; The whole of this evidence preſented a picture 
* of burgh-politics, degrading to human nature; and we are afraid 
is not peculiar to the burgh of Lochmaben.” Do not facts at- 
teſt, that not a few even of the repreſentatives of our nation are ca- 
pable of being guilty of corrupting in the groſſeſt manner; for in 
the courſe of the trial above alluded to, it was declared on oath, 
that Mr Walls was offered a bribe of 200/, if he would give his 


vote 


CUybem venalem, et mature perituram, fiemptorem invenerit. SALLUST» 


ADDRESS. | 83 


How rare are worth and talents made the teſt, 
Elſe we ſhould ever ſee prefer'd the beſt! 
While vice, too often, rears her head on high, 
Ah! modeſt merit doth neglected lie. 
L 2 | Ot 


vote for a certain candidate? That ſuch bribes are not always reject- 
ed, there is too much reaſon to fear. 

But does the matter reſt here? Does this baſe ſpirit no where 
elſe diſcover itſelf? It has been often adduced as a ſaying of Sir 
Robert Walpole, Prime Miniſter to King George the II.“ That 
every man had his price ;” in other words, that every man might 
be bought, or bribed, provided you roſe high enough in your offer, 
This obſervation he no doubt made from experience; and have we 
reaſon to believe that times and manners are, in this reſpect, ſince 
happily reformed ? The impeachment of a Mr Haſtings, and the 
enormous ſcenes of peculation of late brought to light in the Eaſt, 
hien have ſo long diſgraced the Britiſh name in India, but too 
plainly ſpeak the reverſe. Theſe are works of darkneſs, and as they 
cannot abide the light, they cautiouſly avoid it; fo that the inſtan- 
ces detected are probably few, compared to thoſe which eſcape pub- 
lic animadverſion. Immenſe fortunes are not always ſuddenly ac- 
quired, by that honeſty which is the 5% policy; for (lays the wile 
king of Iſrael), he that maketh haſte to be rich ſhall not be in- 
* nocent ;”* and, as ſome read it, ſhall not be unpuniſhed. Prov.“ 
xvii, 20. To which the Apoſtle adds, They that will be rich 
fall into temptation and a ſnare, and into many fooliſh and hurt- 
"ful luſts,- which drown men in deſtruction and perdition. For 


f * the love of money is the root of all evil.” 1 Tim. vi. 9, 10. 
p It any credit be due to what the public are told, in the French 


dpy, a book lately publiſhed, of the corruption of thoſe in offices of 
ruſt under government, and their baſe diſpoſition to betray that 
$/ truſt for reward, what are we to expect from ſuch in the hour of 
danger, ſhould the enemy come up to their price? and what bale- 
ul conſequences may not reſult to the public from their treachery ! 


- When men, poſſeſſing no fixed principles of honour, virtue, or reli- 
1 Fon, live in a mode of expence and magnificence, beyond what 


1 tteir ſtated income will bear, to what illicit expedients will they 
bt have recourſe, in order to ſupport their extravagance, and what 


- ne of conduct ſo baſe and flagitious, but they will adopt, provi- 
4 ted a proper temptation preſents itſelf? Nothing can furnilk a more 
N trtain token of the approaching deſtruction of a liate, than the pre- 
2 Kalence of ſuch a baſcly venal ſpirit, which hath often proved, 
= wen in empires once great and mighty, the harbinger vi general 
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Of thoſe who rule, are there who can be bought, 
Whence ſeats in Senates are ſo eager ſought ? 
Can thoſe who live as corrupt paſſions liſt, 
The fatal force of bribery reſiſt ? 
What we buy dear, we ſell at the beſt rate— 
Are ſuch the pillars of a pond'rous ſtate ? 
Who tempt, and who are tempted, both may fall, 
For each to other is a paltry thrall. 
Corruption is a worm that gnaws the root, 
And will infect and blaſt the faireſt fruit. 
In Zion's courts, what ſimony is found! 
What vices taint this conſecrated ground! 
When theſe a place of commerce once become, 
Will God refide there as his favour'd home ? 
If theſe become a den of artful knaves, 
Or the reſort of Satan's willing ſlaves, 
Can Jeſus and his flock there find delight, 
: And will he there diffuſe his ſacred light? 
* If error is there ſanctioned as true, 
3 And friends of truth are timid, or but few; 
bf Is not her glory ſwiftly flying hence? 
i Will not all this give God and man offence ? 
. Tho' ſome are worthy, far the greater part 
4 | Show. not the virtues of a pious heart, 
| As love of lucre did profane, of old, 
The very Temple, al! the force of gold! 
So Mammon ſtill his votaries can claim, 
Among thoſe Scribes, who bear Meſſiah's name. 
Not love to Him ſtill actuates their zeal, 
But a concern for their own private weal ; 


5 
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In which, and vain applauſe is their reward, 

For God, as ſervants, will them not regard. 

Will Jeſus deign to manifeſt his name, 

Where prieſts combine to ſtain his glorious fame ? 
Will he, as loyal ſons, theſe rulers own, | 
Who with conſent unhallow'd him dethrone ; 
Treat ſacred truth, as if not worth their zeal, 
While all is ardor for their private weal? 

Exert each feeble nerve to wound his fame, 

And throw a gloomy ſhade around the ſame ? 
Who are not for him, will he count his foes, 

And ſoon or late, to due contempt expoſe. 

If party-favour, and to ſerve a friend, 

Check zeal for truth, to error ſanction lend, 

Will God o'erlook connivances fo baſe, 


And make ſuch ſhare his preſence, and his grace *? 
| If 


What a warm conteſt, and mighty buſtle was there in the ſu- 
preme Eccleſiaſtical Court of North-Britain not long ago, about the 
choice of a Clerk, ſo that decency and good order could ſcarce be 
preſerved But when the Deity of the Son of God, and the aton- 
ng efficacy of his death, that foundation and chief corner-ſtone in - 
the building of mercy, became the ſubject of diſcuſſion, the mino- 
rity tamely fall in with the majority, and both concur in ding 
i judicrally ; becauſe, forſooth, they could plead it was a res hacle- 
mr judicata *. Some can be very tenacious of forms, when they 
ſerve their purpoſe, and help to carry a favourite point—to protract 
the courſe of juſtice, or get quit of a diſagreeable piece of buſineſs: 
But in other caſes, they can be diſpenſed with, yea, the moſt expreſs 
aidtates of Heaven, Forms are intended to guard the adminiſtra- 
tion of juſtice, but ſhould never be allowed to ſuperſede it. 

Were we to judge of the opinion of the Church of Scotland by 
their repreſentatives, concerning theſe two objects, from a compara- 


ive view of the zeal diſcovered on both occaſions, we ſhould be led 
to 


An affair already determined, 
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If Zion's paſtors ſtill Him diſobey, | 
Are they not hirelings who his cauſe betray ? 


If her each office ſome to ſale expoſe, 

Will he not count them, and ſuch prieſts his foes, 

As traffic thus, and make them drunk with woes? 
| Should 


to conclude, that they a/mog/ unanmouſly * thought the choice of 
their Clerk a matter of unſpeakably greater importance to the glo-. 
ry of God, the intereſt of Religion, and the good and honour of the 
Church, than whether Jeſus be truly and properly the Son of God, 
a real partaker of the Divine nature, or à man of our own order; 
whether his death was neceſſary in the plan of God, to accompliſh 
our redemption, or merely fortuitous, owing to the ſuperior wick. 
edneſs of the age wherein he appeared; while the ſame ends might 
be anſwered without it ! I forbear puſhing this farther. 

Is this contending earne/tly for the faith which was once delivered 
to the ſaints, whereof the above doctrines form the leading part? 
Take theſe away from the ſyſtem of reyealed truth, and what do 
we leave whereon to reſt our hopes, as Chriſtians, for time and « 
ternity? Alas! that wiſdom and courage ſhould ſo often fail the 
profeſſed friends of Chriſt in the hour of trial; that, inſtead of ma. 
King a noble ſtand in defence of truth, and for the honour of their 


Divine Lord, they ſhould ſhrink at the face of man, or be induced 


to take part with the enemy! Too ſeldom are the friends of Chril 
ſo firm and united in ſupporting his cauſe, as his enemies are in un- 
dermining and counteracting it! It is recorded in ſacred hiſtory, to 
the diſtinguiſhed and immortal honour of that ancient, worthy C«- 
leb, that he followed the Lord fully; a circumſtance in which, alas! 
too few copy his example. Both miniſters and people, teachers 


and taught, would do well to bear that folemn ſaying of their com- 


mon Lord habitually in mind; Whoſoever ſhall be aſhamed of 
me, and of my words, in this adulterous and finful generation, of 
„him alſo ſhall the Son of man be aſhamed, when he cometh in the 
glory of his Father, with the holy angels.” Mark viii. 38. Hence 
with propriety the Apoſtle exhorts, © Be not, therefore, aſhamed 


of the teſtimony of our Lord.” It is not material whether we 
are 


* Almoſt unanimouſly; for in that large body only two or three mem- 
bers thought proper to enter their diſſent from that deciſion, which denied 
zaſtice to the Son of God, for the attack made upon his character by one 
of their number, when he was pleading for it at their bar; yea, put then 
VE PLUS ULTRA to every future attempt to obt ain it there. 
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$hould carnal, worldly tempers ſtill prevail, 

What can their ſacred office them avail, 
When Jeſus will each ſlothful ſervant take, 
And to his juſtice ſuch examples make? 

If as their portion, they the world purſue, 

Can their boughs ſhare the bliſs of heav'nly dew ? 

Should they be ſenſual, irreligious fools, 

What can they prove but Satan's very tools ; 

Er'n tho' the garb of ſheep they artful wear, 

At times, by feign'd devotion, ſaints appear? 
Tho' {killd in ev'ry art of human lore, 

Vails this aught, if they poſſeſs no more; 

U trangers they remain to ſacred grace, 

nd to its heay'nly dictates give no place? 

[ho' fam'd for learning, in God's fight a fool, 

ho learns not wiſdom in Emmanuel's ſchool, 

If they preſume to run of God unſent *, 


eder on his glory have their heart intent; 

alt J* 
IN» 

to 

2 led to betray the cauſe of God and truth, from fhame, or fear, 


ay other unworthy motives, for, whatever theſe be, if we ap- 
not on his fide, he will count us as his enemies and oppoſers, 
ould his real friends be at any time carried away with the pre- 
ing torrent; tho? he will indeed fo forgive their iniquity, on 
ir repentance, confeſſion, and application to the blood of atone- 
at, that it ſhall not finally prove their ruin; yet on their unfaith- 
dels, cowardice, and puſilanimity will he take vengeance, There 
ume to [peak for Chriſt, as well as to act, and to ſuffer for him; 
Þ happy they who are ſo wiſe and valiant for the truth as to lay 
lo it; for the opportunity, once neglected, may never return, 


"I have not ſent theſe prophets, yet they ran: I have not ſpo- 
to them, yet they propheſied. But if they had flood in my 
lel, and had cauſed my people to hear my words; then they 
M have turned them from their evil way, and from the evil of 
* doings, Jer, xxiii, Ik, 23. 
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If they with error artfully confound 
The word of truth, while they dare it expound ; 
Will He not bring them to his ſolemn doom, 
And as his foes in wrath them quite conſume ; 
Becauſe his will they made not once their rule, 
Nor to his dictates did ſubmit the ſoul ? 

Nor grace, nor lit'rature, do ſome poſſeſs, 
As ſhows their languid, and poor, lame addrels ; 
Their port and manners to the world conform'd, 
While bound in heart and life to be transform'd. 
Who in the chair of truth can be quite cool, 
May treat the ardent preacher as a fool ; 
But incenſe, without flame, could ne'er ariſe, 
With ſweet perfume to the inclining ſkies. 
Where ſouls concerns, and Jeſus' ſacred claim, 
The theme compoſe, *tis impious to be calm &. 


0! 


It is good to be zealouſly affected always in a good thing,” Gil 
iv. 18. Convinced of the truth and juſtice of this apoſtolic remark, 
the pious and learned Dr Doddrige expreſſes himſelf thus: White 
© I have any reverence for Scripture, or any knowledge of Human 
Nature, I ſhall never affect to ſpeak of the G/ories of Chrift, and 
* the Eternal Intereft of Men, as coldly as if I were reading 2 le. 
ture of Mathematics, or relating an experiment of Natura/ Pu 
* fophy. So far as is conſiſtent with a proper regard to the Under: 
* ſtanding and Judgment, theſe leading powers of our nature, | 
* heartily pray, that I, and all other Goſpel Mini/ers, may ſo itt 
* the energy of Divine truths on our own ſouls, as to preach 20 
* write concerning them with an holy fervency and ardor ; nor ca 
imagine, it would bode well to the intereſt of Religion in ge. 
* neral, to endeavour to lay all thoſe paſſions aſleep, which fur! 


＋ # 

* were implanted in our hearts by God, to. ſubſerve the Religi * 
« as well as Civil Life, and which after all will probably be „ Thou 
pꝑloyed to ſome very excellent, or very pernicious purpoles "q 7% 
| " fon 

if 18 1 


preface to Sermons on the Power and Grace of Chriſt. 
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Of thoſe who traffic ſtill on ſacred ground, 
[n this degen'rate day, are there not found, 
Whoſe pray'rs, ſo formal, vary ſcarce a word; 


Their frozen, barren hearts nought new afford? 
80 


Of the ſame mind was the famous Dr Young, as appears from 
the following paſſage in his Night-Thoughts ; where, notwithſtand- 
ing the uncommon Fervor of Piety which runs thro? the whole, he 
laments the defect of this in himſelf, while he ſo juſtly blames the 
want of it in others. Too well does his merited cenſure apply to 
thoſe unfeeling ſouls, who can recite the moſt ſolemn and impor- 
tant truths, with all the unmeaning monotony of a ſchool-boy ; as 
if neither they nor their hearers had any concern in them. 


Think you my ſong, too turbulent? too warm? 
Arte Paſſions, then, the Pagans of the foul ? 
* Reaſon alone baptiz'd ? alone ordain'd 
Jo touch things ſacred ? Oh, for Warmer ſtill ? 
* Guilt chills my Zeal, and Age benumbs my Pow'rs 
4 Oh, for an humbler Heart, and prouder Song! 
Thou, my much injur'd Theme! with that foft eye, 
Which melted o'er doom'd Salem, deign to look 
* Compaſſion to the coldneſs of my breaſt ; 
And pardon to the winter in my ſtrain, 

* Oh ye cold-hearted, frozen, Formaliſts! 
On ſuch a theme, 'tis impious to be calm; 
Paſſion is reaſon, tranſport temper, here. 
„Shall Heav'n, which gave us Ardor, and has ſhewn 
Her own for man ſo ſtrongly, not diſdain 
What ſmooth emolients in Theology, 
* Recumbent virtue's downy Doctors preach, 
* That proſe of Piety, a lukewarm praiſe ? 
* Riſe odours ſweet from incenſe uninflam'd ! 
* Devotion, when lukewarm, is undevout ; | 
Hut when it glows, its heat is ſtruck to Heav'n “. 


Night the F. ourth, 


y Since the above lines were tranſcribed, the Author has met with 

: criticiſm, in a certain periodical Publication, on the Night- 
Thoughts, in which ſome of theſe lines, and others from that poem, 
ire adduced as an example of an © outre ſtyle 3 of quaint, expret- 
' hon, wild conceit, and ſtudied fetches of metaphyſical reverie.” 
js not here propoſed to defend that work, tho' the Author were 
+ M equal 
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So oft repeated, can theſe be forgot? 

They act like parrots, that can ſpeak by rote. 

If Zion's King forbade his word to preach, 

Had ſaid, Go, read my Goſpel, while you teach; 
Thele 


equal to the taſk, nor is it thought indeed to need a defence, ha 
ving ſtood till now the public teſt, without, ſo far as is known to 
the Writer of this, any public cenſure. Some lines may, no doubt, 
be ſelected from that excellent poem, which perhaps cannot ſand 


the telt of ſtrict criticiſm, eſpecially when detached from the con- 


nexion in which they occur; which is indeed more or leſs the cal 
with the beſt human productions that ever appeared in the world, 
The Author of this criticiſm is pleaſed to tax the Writer of the 
Night-Thoughts as a © v1fonary poet, who makes religion a rhip- 
* ſfody of words.” He means to do him no honour, by contraſting 
him with the late Reverend Ralph Erſkine, whom he terms the c. 
lebrated enthufia/t of his country; yet allows to be, even x 110 
Riddles, leſs extravagant. The wiſdom from above will, however, 
be juſtified of her children; and both theſe Authors poſſeſs ſo mw 
ny bright traits of that wiſdom in their writings, as will much 
more than counterbalance all their defects, in the judgment of thole 
who can reliſh her dictates. Both fubſerve the fame grand end, 
tho” in a different way; the improvement of Chriſtian knowledge 
and the promoting of true and undefiled religion. That they have 
not, in this reſpect, run unſent, or wholly failed of their end, mis 
ny can atteſt from their own experience. It was with propritt) 
the Scotch poet entitled a part of his work Riddles ; for ſuch it wil 
appear, in the ſtricteſt ſenſe, to thoſe who have not their eyes en. 
lightened from above. We may give credit to our author, when 


he tells us, I am ſure, that he thould at leaſt be more amuling 
and tolerable, either to believers or infidels, than Dr Young i 


„his horrid Night-Thoughts ;” for the reaſoning and argument: 
of this writer againſt infidelity, (the favourite ſyſtem of thoſe who 
would be thought polite and faſhionable), are too juſt, keen, and 
pungent not to be felt by the latter; whence it is no way furpri 
ſing it ſhould be neither amuſing nor tolerable to ſuch, whatever 
it may be to believers. We do not love what gives pain. Gul 
ever ſtartles at the name of guilt, and once in ſecret love with vict 
and infidelity, we naturally hate and avoid the light, leit our ew 
deeds ſhould be reproved. He cannot well deny, that there att 


ſtrokes and paſſages of genuine poetry to be found in his poem 1 yet 
. informs 
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Thele ſervile Scribes their office would fulfil, 
So far comport to their great Maſter's will. 
Should ſome in civil pleadings ſtill peruſe, 
To aid their fight, their glaſſes ſometimes uſe ; 
Such 


informs us, they are but thinly ſcattered among wild effuſions. Ot 
Night Fourth he ſays, © From this,” to wit, from the thirteenth 
line of the introduction, the writer runs wild, and continues with 
very flight and tranſient, if any lucid intervals, to the end of the 
„poem.“ Here the Editor of the periodical paper, wherein theſe 
remarks appeared, refers to the firſt ſixteen lines of Night Ninth as 
what may be conſidered as one of the few remaining lucid inter- 
* vals, referred to by our Author,” and adds“ Pity that one who 
could write ſo well at times, ſhould have been ſo little under the 
guidance of reaſon, in general.” It is preſumed, there are few, 
who are in the leaſt acquainted with the Doctor's writings, and 
make that reaſon or wiſdom, which is contained in the facred 
oracles, the rule of their judgment, will acquieſce in this unfa- 
yourable conſtruction. It would appear that the pathos and de- 
yout ardor to be found in this poem, eſpecially in Night the 
Fourth, chiefly give diſguſt. That ſcheme of formal, lukewarm 
religion, which appropriates to itſelf the character of rational, 
counterats both the letter and the ſpirit of theſe Divine man- 
dates; Thou ſhalt /ove the Lord thy God with all thy heart,” 
Kc.“ My ſon, give me thine heart :” yet, without a compliance 
with theſe, all our acts of virtue and piety, tho' they may paſs cur- 
rent among men, when weighed in God's balance ſhall be found 
wanting, and rejected as ſpurious and counterfeit. That ſcheme, 
however, will not want its votaries in a degenerate age, becauſe it 
allows the heart to be divided betwixt God and the world, or ra- 
ther, to laviſh its affections on the latter, while the ſource and cen- 
tre of all excellence and beneficence receives no more but the ſu- 
pericial homage of a few cold ſpeculations, and verbal compli- 
ments, , 

With regard to the two Authors above referred to, were they 
now alive, ſuch attacks would, in all probability, give them as lit- 
tle uncaſineſs, as the fly in the fable gave the bull, when it alight- 
tc on his horn; nor can they prejudiſe their character, or their 
Writings in the eſtimation of any who have eyes to ſee, and hearts 
ta reliſh the beauty, the importance, and the ſweetneſs of divine 
truth, which they have ſo well illuſtrated and enforced. Their 
pralie is alrealy in the Churches, and they, being dead, yet 

M 2 ſpeak, 
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Such parchment-thralls few clients would employ, 
Leſs apt to gain a cauſe, than to deſtroy. | 
If the lips ſpeak from the heart's copious ſtore *, 
Whence to their {crawls they ſtill can add no more? 
Did 


ſpeak, and will continue to ſpeak and edify, when ſuch criticiſa, 
and their vehicles are forgotten, 

The well known axiom of an ancient Critic is not more candle 
than juſt; © In a poem where the greater part excels, I would ng 
be offended at a few faults, which flow either from inadvertance 
or human frailty f.“ For while the mind is attentively fut 
upon the more important parts, it cannot ſo attend to things of le 
moment, that ſome flight miſtakes will not eſcape ; which à candid 
judge, however, will rather view as overlights than faults. Thy 
the poems in queſtion poſſeſs many beauties, thouſands will alloy; 
and in matters of taſte, it is, perhaps, preſuming too far for an in- 
dividual to oppoſe his private judgment to that of the public, nu. 
tured by a courſe of years; for what one may deem faulty or un. 
intereſting, another may conſider as beautiful and important, juf 
according as it ſtrikes him, or comports with his own views d 
things. Their piety, however, is their chief excellence, Comps. 
red to this, what are all the beauties of compoſition at beſt, but « 
the golden pot to the heavenly manna, which would be no leſs pre. 
cious in jtlelf, tho? contained in an earthen veſſel, and equally zc- 
ceptable to the ſoul that hungers after righteouſneſs, 

May I be permitted to adduce the opinion of the late pious an! 
worthy Mr Hervey, with regard to the Night-Thoughts, whoſ: 
judgment, perhaps, deſerves as much weight as that of the Write 
who gave occaſion to theſe remarks, I am indeed aware, that ma 
ny will not ſcruple to transfer Hir character of Mr Erſkine, (vs. 
a celebrated enthuſiaſt) to this Author alſo; yet is it to be devout 
ly wilhed, that there were many ſuch enthufiafts in the world; and 
that thoſe who are of this mind, may yet become, in this refped, 
ſuch as they were. 

To a quotation from that poem, he ſubjoins the following cli 
racter of it in a note, *' Thefe, and ſome other quotations, I 
proud to burrow from the Night-T houghts ; eſpecially from N 


+ Dei plura nitent in carmine, non ego paucis 

Offendar maculis, quas aut incuria fudit, 

Aut humana parum ca uit natura,——Horat., De Arte Poetica. 

| ws 
* A good man, out of the good treaſure of his heart, bringet“ 

forth that which is good: for of the abundance of the beat 

mouth ſpeaketh, Luke vi. 45. 
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Did faith and knowledge in their minds abound, 
And ſacred love, would their lips ſeal'd be found? 
Unapt ſtill to addreſs their God for men, 
Or bring his meſſage to their cars again; 
Unleſs 


« the Fourth: (the very one our author treats with ſo much con- 
tempt) “in which energy of language, ſublimity of ſentiment, and 
« the moſt exquiſite beauties of poetry, are the leaſt perfections to 
be admired : Almoſt every line glows with devotion ; riſes into 
the moſt exalted apprehenſions of the adorable Redeemer; and 
is animated with the moſt lively faith in His All-ſufficient Me- 
* diation. The Author of this excellent performance has the pe- 
culiar felicity, of ennobling all the ſtrength of ſtile, and every 
* delicacy of imagination, with the grand and momentuous truths 
« of Chriſtianity. I heſe Thoughts give the higheſt entertainment 
to the fancy; and impart the nobleſt improvement to the mind: 


They not only refine our taſte, but prepare us for Death, and 


* ripen us for glory. I never take up this admirable piece; but 
am ready to cry out—Tecum vivere amem, tecum obeam libens, i. e. 
Inſpire me with ſuch a ſpirit, and life ſhall be delightful, nor 
death itſelf unwelcome “.“ 

Let me conclude theſe remarks, by extracting a ſentence or two 
tom the writings of the other author alluded to, and which con- 
tain an admonition well worthy of our attention. 

* Reader, it is a matter of {mall moment, either to me or to your- 
* ſelf, what your thought ſhall be of this performance, or the Au- 
* thor thereof; but it is a matter of vaſt conſequence what ſhall be 
your thought, eſtimate, and valuation of the truth here preſented to 
your view—lf the applauſe of the learned had been the Author's 
* ſcope in this book, perhaps he had never ſuffered it to ſee the light; 
let him therefore decreale, as he ſhall and ought, but let Chriſt and 
* his truth increaſe. The time is haſtening, wherein you and I ſhall 


* ſtand before his awful Tribunal, and I expect to ſee or meet with 


* tew of you, that are, or ſhall be the Readers, till that Day which 
will declare every man's work, if it be wood, hay, ard /lubble, or 
Fold, ſilver, and precious lones, that he builds upon the foundation, 
"which is the Lord himſelf; for o:her foundation can no man lay, 
* than that it laid, which ts Feſus Chriſt. It will therefore be your 
© wiſdom in the view of that great Day of accoMits, and I would 


Harvey's Meditations among the Toinhs. 
« heſeech 
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Unleſs they read, or always pray by rote ? 
A taſk in which the heart engages not. 
What wakes the feelings of the human heart, 


Will to the tongue the pow'r of ſpèech impart * 


While the rich ſtores of an informed mind, 
Shall thence an apt, and fluent egreſs find. 
Or if they read not, would they ſtill run o'er 


The ſame harangue, ſcarce adding one thought more; 
I 


ti beſeech you by the Coming of your Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and by ou 
* gathering together unto him, that, in reading theſe lines, you would 
« {eriouſly conſider and ſee, if they can any way contribute, either 
* to your firſt building, or further progreſs upon that ſure foundation 
« God has laid in Zion,” 


4 Maſters of Reaſon, plodding men of ſenſe, 
* Who ſcorn to mortify their vain pretence, 
* In this myſterious deep might plod their fill, 
It overtops the top of all their ſkill. 
* 'The more they vainly huff, and ſcorn to read, 
* The more it does their fooliſh wit exceed +.” 


NM. B. It is not at all intended, by the above remarks, to plead 
for an exemption from juſt criticiſm to books on religious ſubjetts; 
or that their faults ſhould not be noticed, if a blind veneration for 
their Author's name is likely to ſanction any thing faulty. 1: 
ſhould, however, be oblerved, that an author may merit well of the 
public, and be read with both pleaſure and profit, who is far fron 
being free of theſe. He is therefore to be treated with candor and 
deference, eſpecially if he has already gained public eſteem ; and 
care ſhould be had, that, while we point out his faults, in order to 


be avoided, we depreciate not his merit, nor prejudiſe our reade! 


againſt him: for a diſcerning eye may diſcover many defects, 1 
point of taſte and juſt compoſition, which do not in the leaſt aftec! 
the bulk of readers. It is as much the buſineſs of a good critic to 
point out the beauties and excellencies of an author, if he has any 
as his blemiſhes, that while we are cautioned againſt the one, c 
may be led to reliſh, or excited to imitate the other ; for both ma) 
eſcape notice on a ſuperficial peruſal, 


T Preface to Goſpel Sonnets, and the Believer's Riddle. 
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If they within a growing fund poſſeſt, 

And were with wiſdom and with utt'rance bleſt, 

With deep concern to ſave their flock from wo, 

And guide them ſafe where ſtreams of bliſs ſtill flow? 
Thus, truth itſelf inſipid muſt become, 

Her ſcanty ſpot acquiring no freſh bloom ; 

Her tale, oft told, now in reciting dies, 

How can ſuch faint devotion reach the ſkies ? 
Thoſe who for ſouls poſſeſs no pious care, 

Does the Eternal God himſelf declare, 

To be dumb, greedy dogs, that love to /leep, 

Nor bark at danger, nor the vineyard keep *. 

The ſheep they ſcatter upon ey'ry hill ; 

Like prowling wolves, they wound, they tear, and kill! 
Are all theſe Rabbies, who the Church infeſt, 

Poſſeſs'd of learning, and with wiſdom bleſt ? 

Not ſo:—our Lord once a dull aſs did need, 

And many ſtill within his paſtures feed, 

To the annoyance of more gen'rous breed, 

If more acute, they prove the greater peſt, 

A wolf, in ſheep's attire, 1s {till a beaſt 

Of prey, that ſure, in ſeaſon, will devour, 

When once he gets his prey within his pow'r. 

As ſoon ſhall wolves flocks guard, and till befriend, 


As theſe their love, and paſt'ral care commend, 
Can 


* © His watchmen are blind: they are all ignorant, they are all 
dumb dogs, they cannot bark; ſleeping, lying down, loving to ſlum- 
ber, Yea, they are greedy dogs which can never have enough, and 
they are ſhepherds that cannot underſtand : they all look to their 
own way, every one for his gain, from his quarter.“ Iſa. Ivi, 
12,11, Would to God this character were applicable only to the 
Jewiſh paſtors, and that ſuch never troubled the Chriſtian church : 
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Can we expect aught elſe, while earth and hell, 


; Conſpire our Zion's vacancies to fill? 
Expect, while ſervile manners prove the porch, 


"Ws — . 


That to preferment oft lead in the Church *? 

As Scribes and Prieſts of old, by groſs abuſe, | 
Into a den of thieves transform'd God's houſe ; 
Too many ſuch that houſe inhabit fill, 

| ; , L 
And meanly crouch into its ev'ry cell. 
Are there not found, who ſneak to Zion's court, 

For pride much noted, and biggotted port ; 

Who would both meek and moderate be thought, of 
Yet fierce as Tygers have not ſeldom fought : 4 
Not in a cauſe becoming men of worth, pu 
Ah! tis not virtue warms their zeal, or truth. « 


The royal law of Levi's martial race, 

Their lov'd Paladium—charter of their grace; 

The ſource of corrupt practices untold, 

Whence ſacred things are daily bought and ſold ; 

Whence ignorance and vice each where prevail, 

Of various forms, too ſhocking to detail! 

Whence thoſe, as prieſts, in ſacred cells ſtill move, 
Who games and cards more than their Bible love. 

For modes of faith, let pop'lar zealots fight, 


But tor this law Baal's prieſts will firive with might 
| Good 


 *® Tho? ſome obtain Preſentations by more honourable means; 
yet is it well known, that mean compliances, and ſolicitations, 0r 
connivance at the finsof ſuperiors, procure preferment in the Churct 
more frequently than the faithful diſcharge of duty. Aud, indeed, 
þ how can it be otherwiſe, when thoſe who have ſuch favours in the 
. grant are in general more anxious to find a companion of congent- 
% al diſpoſitions and views, with whom they may ſpend a leiſure hour 
| agrerably over a glaſs, than to provide a pious Chriſtian teache? 
for the edification of themſelves and families? 


-. A 
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Good reaſon why, hereby they have their bread, 
Elle in the Church they ne'er had rear'd their head &. 
True, tis the prieſthood binds th' oppreſſive law, 
The prieſthood whom, nor ſaints, nor God, o'eraw, 
Who make the ſacred office finecure, 
Content, while they the living can ſecure, 

Some Ghoſtly Fathers , fo elate with pride, 


Like petty deſpots o'er the vineyard ride ; 
In 


* Such as have acquired livings in the Church, by the mere dint 
of Patronage, and are diſpoſed to exert every nerve to lupport and 
give efficacy to that engine of Eccleſiaſtic tyranny, may addreſs 
their brethren in this iniquity, while, as is too often the caſe, they 
purſue violent and illiberal meaſures with this view, as Demetrius 
of old did his brother mechanics; Sirs, ye know that by this 
„craft we have our wealth.“ Acts xix. 25. 


To the Principal of an eminent Univerſity, who hath ſo long borne 
the political lead in Iſrael, are they indebted for this venerable ti- 
tle; for ſo he was pleaſed to characterize them in his famous harrangue 
before the G— I S=—n of Ed-—h, in the affair of the Popiſh bill. 
That God's complaint by his Prophet is too applicable to him, and 
to the many ſons who have imbibed his ſpirit, and copy his exam» 
ple, facts but too plainly atteſl: My people hath been loſt ſheep: 
their ſhepherds have cauſed them to go aſtray, they have turned 
*them away on the mountains: they have gone from mountain to 
hill, they have forgotten their reſting place.” Jer. I. 6. The 
Apoltles of our Lord, who might claim as much authority in the 
Church, as any modern Teachers, at leaſt, never knew what it was 
to carry matters with ſo high a hand: Not,” ſay they, © that we 
have dominion over your faith, but are helpers of your joy;“ 
We therefore ought to receive ſuch, that we might be fellow- 
* helpers to the truth:“ © For we can do nothing againſt the truth, 
but for the truth.“ 2 Cor. i. 24. 3 John verſe 8. 2 Cor. xiii. 8. 
Did they once upbraid men for comparing what they ſaid and did 
vith the unerring rule of faith and manners? I ſpeak as to wiſe 
men, judge ye what I ſay;” “ Be ye followers of me, as I am of 
* Chriſt * «* Brethren, mark them which walk ſo, as ye have us 
bor an enſample.“ 1 Cor. x. 15. —Xi. 1. Phil. iii. 17. Theſe ex- 
3 plainly imply the undoubted right of thoſe to whom they 

N ; 
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In their career, not caring whom they tread, 
Provided only they can rule and lead. 

Hence, in their furious, and illicit haſte, 

They many diſtricts of that vineyard waſte, 
Expos'd at pleaſure to the beaſts of prey, 

For ſuch, alas! is their unhallow'd way ;— 
While thouſands, driven thence, are left to ſtray. 

May Ifra'l's Shepherd © ſave us from the paw 
* Of hireling wolves, whoſe goſpel is their maw;“ 
Who, while th' array of ſheep they cautious wear, 
Like prowling foes, the flpck they wound and tear; 
Who, in this life, their whole reward receive, 
For ſoon will death of ev'ry boon bereave ; 

Yea, turn them over to their lord and fire, 
To reap with him their too-well-earned hire. 

The realm of Heav'n takes not from earth its riſe, 
No wealth gives claim to favour from the ſkies. 
My Lords but rarely nurſing fathers prove, 
To Zion's offspring, who her Sov'reign love; 
Leſs ſeldom found t' oppoſe Religion's cauſe, 
And proudly violate her righteous laws. 

The King of kings; how can we once ſuppole, 
Would delegate his pow'r to very foes? 
| Inveſt, 


wrote and preached to examine and judge of their doQrines and con. 
duct; yea, the obligation they lay under as Chriſtians to do ſo; nor dots 
this right and obligation now ceaſe. Hence Chriſtians, in exerciſing 
this right, ſo far from acting the part of buly bodies in other mens 
matters, act quite in character, and would be unfaithful it they be- 
glected this. Wherefore, once admit the truth of the facts whereon 
the ſtrictures here exhibited are founded, and they are juſtified 9 
Apoſtolic authority; and any attempt to prove them were equally 
needleſs, as to prove the ſun is above the horizon, when he ſhines 
at noon- day; for they who have eyes to ſee can aſcertain both. 


— 
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nyeſt, perhaps, th' apparent ſons of hell, 
With right each office in his houſe to fill, 
With creatures of their own, a ſpurious brood, 
More like to do his ſubjects ill than good ? 
Theſe may the living to their prieſts ſecure, 
Yet not a portion which ſhall aye endure. 

No wealth, or birth, can jure involve this right, 
| miſapply can but the ſons of night. 
duch by their Lord uſurpers ſhall be found, 
Who dare fo traffic on forbidden ground, 
Sill vex his flock, bis ſhafts their heart ſhall wound. 

0 would the Throne herein but interpoſe! 
The throne, regardful of a nation's woes, 
At once aboliſh an uſurped right, 
\ plan purſue becoming ſons of light ! 
Vould they but hear an injur'd people's claim, 
(hat patron-laws the Church no longer maim ; 
hat prowling wolves no more in ſheep's attire, 
Lay waſte the paſtures of our heav'nly Sire! 

Alas! for thoſe who God thus diſregard, 
or in this ſtate they have their ſole reward! 
[heir courſe once finiſh'd, when they come to die, 
tendleſs forrows ſhall he doom to lie, 
Vhere earthly patrons can no favour lend; 
bom which, if vile, themſelves they can't defend. 
Such as have vow'd to ſerve the King of kings, 
hile they officiate in ſacred things, 
ſe bound to follow Jeſus as their guide, 
ike him be meek, deny'd to ſelf, and pride. 
nike to him, who once became fo poor, 
de guilty to enrich, from guilt reſtore, 

N 2 Are 
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Are thoſe who ſcramble into princely ſtate, 

Yet all the labours of the vineyard hate ; 

Who loll in eaſe, in ſec'lar pow'r, and wealth *, 

Yet travail rare for Zion's ſaving health. 
While rais'd to opulence, and worldly ſtate, 

Their needy brethren they can quite forget; 

Permit to ſtarve amidſt the Church's ſtore, 

To feed the flock, yet live abjectly poor; 

Urg'd by the iron hand of pinching need, 

To ſeek, by ſervile means, their daily bread. 
How ſtrange, that they who make of learning boaſt 


Should to compaſſion for her ſons be loſt ! 
| Hoy 


We have been lately told, as a matter of fact, That the awe 
rage produce of the Biſhopric of Durham, during the laſt four yea 
receding the death of the late Incumbent, amounted to the enormon 
Fam of twenty thouſand pounds per annum! If the exigences of ti 
State need none of this extravagant ſuperabundancc, to alleviate ths 
increafing burdens of the Public at large; might not ſome pio 
well-educated, and induſtrious Curates be found, whoſe labour and 
neceſſitous circumitances, loudly claim a more equitable diltrids 
tion? May not ſome ſuch be found, who officiate for the paltry fun 
of thirty, or forty pounds a. year, and that, perhaps, in more cum 
than one? It is high time ſuch an evil were remedied, which ſky 
the officiating Clergy into contempt ; while it raiſes the dignith 
Ties of the Church above the ſpirit, and the duties of their offt 
What a contraſt to thoſe great and holy men, who could ſay, &. 
ver and gold have we none,” Acts iii. 6.3 while their labours 8s 
Tufferings in the cauſe of Chriſtianity abouyded ! What a contra 
to the pitiful pittance allowed many a poor Curate, who recent 
for all his labours, ſcarce enough to hold ſoul and body togetht 
Can we once ſuppoſe, that it is agreeable to the will of the gr 
Lord of the vineyard, that ſome of his profeſſed ſervants {hould uv 
in eaſe, in princely pomp and affluence ; while thoſe on whom td 
labours of that vineyard devolve are left to ſtarve ? Far be it fra 
him to be ſo partial and unjuſt, and from us to ſuſpect he would i 
prove of what is repugnant to reaſon, to common equity, ang tit 


genius of Chriſtianity ! 


How ſtrange, that thoſe they Rev'rend Fathers call, 
Should treat their ſons, as if each were a thrall! 
Degrading to a people rich and great, 

To leave their Teachers in ſo mean a ſtate! 
While a few grandees ſhare the ſacred ſpoil, 
But all the care to theſe depute, and toil. 

Yet, if found faithful, their reward's with God, 
Who ſhall promote them in his bleft abode ; 
While flothful ſervants ſhall be doom'd to wo, 
Tho' rais'd on earth, each find in God a foe. 
With Him preferment is a gift to worth, 

Not the reſult of pomp, of wealth, or birth. 
Should thoſe who at the altar ſeem to ſerve, 
Their Lord forget, from truth and virtue ſwerve, 

Will they not forfeit ev'n the Chriſtian name, 
Give ground to fear that nought will them reclaim ? 
When ſuch are blind, and till corrupt their way, 
They to a land portend a judgment day ; 
Declare our fins ftill the Moſt High provoke, 
Give ground to fear he'll ſoon his gifts revoke. 
May that great God, who nature all controls, 
His Church deliver from ſuch ſervile ſouls ; 
Deliver ſoon from this infecting peſt, 


That no ſuch beings hencetorth it moleſt &. 
| 8 Yet 


* It is ſcarce neceſſary to advertiſe the Reader, that the forego- 


ing reflexions are by no means intended to militate againſt that ve- 


rerable body of men in general, who are inveſted with the facred 
othce ; for this would be to temporize with 1nfidels, and abet their 
odious cauſe. Every candid perfon muſt allow, that many of that 
reſpectable order, both in former times, and in the preſent, in our 
own country and in foreign nations, have been, and are, in point 
l literature, exemplary deportment, and miniſterial fidelity, an ho- 

nour 
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Vet are there found, who at his altar ſtand, 
To grace and bleſs our Zion, and qur land, 
Not few, poſſeſs d of wiſdom, and of worth, | 
Who owe'to. gracious Heav'n a ſecond birth: 
Juſt the reverſe of theſe poor ſons of wo, 
Who make a nation's guilt inceſſant grow. 

May that kind Heav'n their number ſtill increaſe, 
By them make known the news of ſacred peace; 
While myriads are made willing by their hand, 

To yield the heart at God's ſupreme command. 
May peace and love in Salem's courts be found, 
And grace, and joy, and holy gifts abound; 

| Hai. And 


nour to their honourable profeſſion, an ineſt imable bleſſing to man- 
kind, and an ornament to our common Chriſtianity. May He with 
whom is the reſidue of the Spirit greatly increaſ*s the number of 
ſuch. This cannot be confined to one church, or denomination of 
Chriftians, no more than the inconfiftencies and corruptions which 
have too often prevailed among that order of men, to the hinder- 
ance of the goſpel, and, however unjuſtly, the repraach of the Chri- 
ſtan cauſe. As pious, learned, and faithful miniſters can hardly 
be over-valued,” ſo thoſe of an oppoſite deſcription can ſcarcely be 
too much deſpiſed ; for no character is more deſpicable than an ir- 
religious Clergyman. That ſach, however, have crept into the 
Church we learn from ſcripture, where their leading features are 
fo delineated that he who runs may deſcry them, The hiſtory of 
the Church, and daily obſervation alfo, ſerve to evince, that this old 
Jeaven is not yet purged out; that there are ſtill ſuch roots of bit. 
terneſs growing in the vineyard by which many are defiled, and 
their eternal concerns not a little thereby affected. Is it not, then, 
lawful to wiſh, that every plant may be rooted up, which our hea- 
venly Father hath not planted; or that he would graciouſly change 
their nature, and tranſplant them from their prefent foil ? With re- 
gard to ſuch, the example of the ſacred writers would juſtify far 
more ſevere animadverſions; for no language can paint their cha- 
racter and doom in darker colours, than that which they employ to 
deſcribe theſe. It is therefore hoped, no perſon of real worth and 
unblemiſhed charaQter in that line, will take offence at any freedoms 
here uſed, as ſuch are not intended; and it is only guilt that nee: 
ſtartle at the mention of guilt, 
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And all her ſons theſe heav'nly bleſſings ſhare, 

As the dear objects of Meſſiah's care; 

Thoſe proſper ſtill who ſeek and love her peace, 

While Heav'n commands on both a rich increaſe; 
May grace divine theſe ſtubborn hearts ſubdue, 

That ſtill oppoſe, and by its pow'r renew ; | 

That their belt efforts they may yet employ, 

To rear that cauſe they did ſo long deſtroy. 

The Church, her paſtors with one heart then bleſt, 

Shall flouriſh, and from num'rous evils reſt ; * 

While purity and praiſe, like incenſe riſe, 

And earth becomes a nurs'ry for the ſkies. 


AH! Drunkenneſ; *, that baſe tyrannic crime, 
Which taints, O Britain, ev'ry where thy clime! 
What 


* Such as indulge to this baſe vice, however common, and even 
reputable with ſome, it may be, are threatened in ſcripture with the 
moll awful effects of the Divine diſpleafure “ Wo to the drunk- 
© ards of Ephraim, whoſe glorious beauty is a fading flower; they 
© ſhall be trodden under feet. For all tables are full of vomit and 
a lthineſs, ſo that there is no place clean.“ Iſa. xxviii. 1, 3, 8. 
It is expreſsly declared, that ſuch ſhall not inherit the kingdom of 
Heaven and all Chriitians are prohibited every intimacy, or ſocial 
intercourſe with them: I have written unto you not to keep 
company, if any man that is called a brother be a drunkard, with 
© luch an one no not to eat.” 1 Cor. v. 11. Know ye not that 
the unrighteous ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God ? be not 
: deceived neither fornicators, nor adulterers, nor druntards, (hall 

inherit the kingdom of God ;” that is, without a change of heart 
and conduct. 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. Awake, then, ye drunkards, and 
E weep, and howl, all ye drinkers of wine;“ * for while ye are 

drunken, as drunkards, ye (hall be devoured as ſtubble fully dry.” 
Joel 1. 5. Nah. i. 19. How many have met their fate like Ammon, 
Wule their heart was merry with wine; being cut off either by « 
"olent death, or the immediate effect of their foul dcbauch! 2 Sam. 
xiii. 25, 
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What numbers brought to an untimely tomb, 
Whom this, with kindred vices, ſtill conſume, 
Their ſeed made beggars, and their name forgot! 
Such often proves the jolly fellow's lot, 

Who ſwills his reaſon, health, and life away, 


Brings on his wealth'and fame a quick decay. 
| What 


xiii. 28, 29. But tho? this ſhould not be the cafe, a courſe of in. 
toxication operates like {low poiſon, and will in time overpower the 
ſtrongeſt conſtitution. 1 Dt 

The Wiſe Man cautions his Son againſt this vice, from the con- 
ſideration of the preſent miſery reſulting from it; which merits the 
attention of all, but more eſpecially of thoſe, who unhappily arc 
not influenced by arguments drawn from its conſequences in a fu- 
ture ſtate, © Hear thou, my ſon, and be wile, and guide thine 
heart in the way. Be not amongſt wine bibbers ; amongſt riotous 
s eaters of fleſh, For the drunkard and the glutton ſhall come to 
© poverty; and drouſineſs thall clothe em with rags. Who hath 
- © wo? who hath forrow ? who hath contentions ? who hath bab- 
* bling ? who hath wounds without cauſe ? who hath redneſs of 
«* eyes? They that tarry long at the wine; they that go to ſeck 
mixt wine, Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when 
© it giveth his colour in the cup, when it moveth itſelf aright. A! 
the laſt it biteth like a ſerpent, and ſtingeth like an adder.” 
Proverbs xxiii. 19, 2. Common prudence might lead thoſe 
who have no rational proſpect of happineſs beyond the grave, to 
make the beſt of the preſent ſtate, and, inftead of forwarding 
their fate by aQs of intemperance and debauchery, be careful to 
er life as long as poſſible, by a due regard to all the virtues of 

elf. government and moderation. 

Theſe things conſidered, is it not truly ſurpriſing to hear the fol. 
lowing account of a club, eſtabliſned, with too apparent deſign to 
ene the degrading vice of drunkenneſs, already but too pre- 
valent. 5 
A magnum bonum club is juſt eſtabliſhed under royal auſpices 
The great bottle is to have a label with this inſcription from Shabe. 


ſpeare, 


“I' teach you to drink deep ere you depart.” 

When this was ſuggeſted, the Chairman gave, as an oppoſite toalf, 

© Curſe on him who firſt cries hold! — enough!“ | 
O would 
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What numbers, high and low, their frame debaſe, 
Debauch their pow'rs, while reaſon luſt obeys! 
What time, what wealth in Taverns do they waſte, 
Their cups they quaff to grace a Bacchus feaſt ! 
The jolly fellow, in his merry mood, 
May deem a crowned bowl his greateſt good; 
Who would envy his merriment and wine, 
That ſees him once beſotted to a ſwine ? 


Would they be timeouſly admoniſhed, from the effects of this 
vice here and hereafter, to beware of incurring a weightier curſe, 
the curſe of the Prince of the kings of the earth, who has power 
to kill, and to caſt both ſoul and body into hell! © Wo unto him 
* that giveth his neighbour drink : that putteſt thy bottle to him, 
and makeſt him drunken. The cup of the Lord's right hand 
* ſhall be turned unto thee, and ſhameful ſpuiag ſhall be on thy 
* glory.” Habak. ii. 15, 16. 

To fay ſuch a club was eſtabliſhed under royal aufprees is not 
ſufficiently determinate z for his Majeſty, who has all along been 
lo remarkable for his temperance, would never countenance fuch a 
combination againſt the health, the morals, and the life of his ſub- 
jects; howſoever ſome of his royal offspring might, who, ia this 
reſpect, are not careful to copy the laudable example of their Royal 
Parent. Intoxication, tho? ſanctioned by royalty itſelf, is not a 
royal, but a beaſtly vice, and unites in one degraded mortal a de- 
vil and a brute; yet the latter prevails—* Whoredom, and wine, 
© and new wine, take away the heart.“ Bleſſed art thou, O land, 
© when thy princes eat in due ſeaſon, for ſtrength and not for drunk- 
© ennefs.” Hoſ. iv. 11. Eccl. x. 17. | 

Let the obſervation of 3 late pious writer 1, conclude thi 
note: © We may ſay of drunkenneſs, that in moſt caſes it is 
* preſumptuous. It is an exceſs which one can ſcarcely be 
* {urpriſed into, unleſs the liquor be mixed with ſome pernici- 
© ous drug, or hath ſome peculiar quality with which he is utterly 
© unacquainted, But this, I ſuppoſe, is a caſe that rarely hap- 
" pens. It uſually takes ſome time before a perſon be intoxicated ; 
and 1 comes on by ſuch gradual advances, that one 
* hath ſufficient opportunity to obſerve its approach, and to make 
bis eſcape, if he is not otherwiſe determined.” 


The Reverend Robert Walker, Edinburgh. 
＋ 0 Tho' 
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Tho' ſocial glee, or noiſy mirth abound, 

And tho! the ſparkling glaſs go briſkly round, 
The ſhort-liv'd pleaſure none can ſure envy, 
Who does not place his bliſs in ſenſual joy; 
The quicker draughts, the ſooner do they cloy. 
Slow poiſon mingles with the flowing glals ; 
The flaſh of mirth and wit doth quickly pals; 
The flying moments will not mortals wait, 
Soon, ſoon will death knock at the Drunkard's gate. 
When, on a ſudden, a} his pleaſures ceaſe, 

His cups no more can give a moment's eaſe ; 
To ſober ſadneſs, wit and mirth ſhall turn, 
And raging thirſt for ever in him burn *. 


Intoxication, ah! with thy dread train, 
Of fatal ills, which feeling hearts muſt pain ; 


The bane of virtue, ſource of moral peſt, 
By which ten thouſands daily- are depreſt. 
Domeſtic peace and bliſs thy ſway deſtroys, 
And ſtill alike both friends and foes annoys. 4 
What frantic furies an intemp'rate throng, cl 
What noiſy jargon blabs their fault'ring tongue ; A 
While their debauch the lateſt hours invades, A 


And drunken ſongs reſound in midnight ſhades f. " 
| Intoxica- * 

| | | | * 

* If Death was nothing, and nought after death; He: 

If when men dy'd, at once they ceas'd to be, ; "m 
Returning to the barren womb of Nothing, that 
Whence firit they ſprung, then might the Debauchee inn. 
Untrembling mouth the Heavens: — Then might the Drunkard the 
Reel over his full bowl, and, when 'tis drain'd, Ct he 

Fill up another to the brim, and laugh ö Witt 


At the poor bugbear Death. The Grave. act 


+ e ſaid of ſuch laughter, It is mad: and of ſuch mirth, what are 


doth it? For wiſdom excelleth folly, as far as light excelleth _ ' 30 
neſs, 
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Intoxication, baleful is thy pow'r, 
Thy jaws, what myriads do they not deyour ! 
Yet thouſands tread ſtill on thy hoftile ground, 
Who, tho' they ſcape, yet is it with a wound. 
This dire enchantreſs can our race transform, 
And leave them little human, ſcarce the form. 
Her pow'r, how fatal! both the young and brave, 
Find in her potions an untimely grave. 
What mortal is ſo hardy, and ſo ſtrong. 


As in her traffic can his life prolong : 
O 2 What 


gels. The heart of fools is in the houſe of mirth. It is better to 
hear the rebukes of the wiſe, than to hear the ſong of fools. For 
as the crackling of thorns under a pot, ſo is the laughter of a fool.“ 
Feel, ii. 2, 13.— ii. 4, 5, 6. 'I bis expreſſive metaphor paints, in 
the trongeſt colours, the noiſy mirth of the ſons of diſſipation and 
folly, and its native fruits and effefts. The ſmoke, darkneſs, and 
ahes in which the ſudden blaze and crackling noiſe of burning 
thorns ſoon iſſue, are highly deſcriptive of the inſeparable conle- 
quences of a foul debauch, and diſſolute courſe. One finner de- 
troyeth much good, and he faith to every one that he is a fool, 
A foci is full of words, and the lips of a fool will ſwallow up him- 
lt. The beginning of the words of his mouth is fooliſhneſs: and 
the end of his talk is miſchievous madneſs.” Eccl, ix. 18.—X. 3, 
14. 12, 13, 
While carouſing together, how often does religion and its vota- 
nes become the ſong of the drunkard; the ſubject of their pointed 
elt and wanton ridicule? Yea, how often do they give looſe reins 
to the corrupt ſallies of a profane and impure heart, tranſgreſſing 
the laws of decency, and ſhooting hoſtile darts of blaſphemy againit 
Heaven „But let them not forget the admonition, Be ye not 
mockers, left your bands be made ſtrong.“ Iſa. xxviii. 22. They 
Mat walk in the counſel of the ungodly, and Rand in the way of 
lnners, will ſoon come, by a natural, but fatal tranſition, to fit in 
ihe ſeat of the ſcornful; which is never found, but in the environs 
2 hell, and thoſe who fill it are only one remove from that region. 
With too much juſtice may we addreis ſuch, as the prophet of old 
bid the wicked Jews; © Againſt whom do you ſport yourſelves ? 
_ gun whom make ye a wide mouth, and draw out the tongue? 
ae ye not children of tranſgreſſion, a ſeed of falſehood, enflamiug 
' Jourſelves?” Iſa. lvii. 4, 5. ; 
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What numbers, by her ſway, have dy'd young men, 
Whoſe frame beſpoke them three. ſcore years and ten 
O deep diſgrace of this our Chriſtian iſle ! 
Thy nauſeous vomits all our coaſts defile. 
By means of thee does Satan ſpread his reign, 
And people {till his joyleſs, dark domain. 
Parent of ev'ry vice, prolific womb, 
Whoſe hateful birth entails the heavieſt doom ; 
Brings countleſs ſwarms to an untimely grave, 
Whom temp'rance might for future years ſtill ſave, 
Ah! vice degrading, with thy gloomy train, 
Thy ſway deſpotic does man's glory ſtain. 
What tongue, what pen, can that baſe ſway expoſe, 
The pregnant, baneful ſource of num'rous woes, 
Which ſtill degrades the human form divine, 
Beneath the brutal, to a very ſwine! 
Once to ſuppoſe, that man's ſublimeſt good, 


Conſiſts in drunken excels, and rich food, 


Would ſure him level with the beaſts that die, 
And have no hope which can death's darts defy, 
Can richeſt wines, or coſtly fare procure, 
A pleafure which for ever ſhall endure ? 
Can man, who glories in a heay'n-born mind, 
Debaſe his frame below the grazing kind ? 

Can it be deem'd a noble, manly pleaſure, 
To quaff, and ſwill, without or bound, or meafure, 
Till ſenſe and reaſon both are quite forgot, 
And ſo give death free acceſs thro' the throat? 
Can ſuch deſerve, of man the noble name ? 


Will the great Author of the human frame, 
Endule 
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Tndure to ſee that frame abuſed ſo, 
While baſely ſunk the very beaſts below? 

Mean ſure the man, whoſe ſoul is ſtill enſlav'd, 
To luſts and appetites the moſt deprav'd ; 
Who waſtes his time, his cares, and wealth on ſenſe, 
Which muſt ſtill wound his peace and i innocence. 
Look round, and ſee, if one inferior creature, 
Is found to drink, but to refreſh his nature : 
This forms the bound, and meaſure of their thirſt, 
For ſtrangers are they to a baſer luſt. 

Shall man, who boaſts of his ſuperior kind, 
Beſot and drown his nobler pow'rs of mind? 
Degrade himſelf beneath the very beaſt, 
Ard wound his ſoul to pleaſe his ſenſual taſte ? 
To ſee them reel and ſtagger thro' the ſtreet, 
Themſelves debaſe, inſult each one they meet; 
While now they curſe, and ſwear, and now they fight, 
How vile and ſhameful the thrice hateful ſight ! 

Like hell's grim fiends, they love the ſullen gloom, 
The filent watches of the night conſume, 
Amid th' unhallow'd revel, and the noiſe 
Of foul debauch, till all their pow'rs it cloys. 
Like them, abroad they fly in queſt of prey, 
And range each ſtreet and lane till break of day; 
Attack, like furies, ev'ry one they find, 
So the fierce Tyger would aſſail a hind. 

Can ſuch vile men expect a place on high, 
Hope with the pure to dwell when once they die? 
The loweſt ſeat, by far is too refin'd, 
ror hapleſs finners of this beaſtly kind. 


Should 
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Should ſuch the proffer'd mercy ſtill refuſe, 


Theſe very comforts they now fo abuſe, 


Shall make the flames of Tophet fiercer burn, 

When God them to the fiery lake ſhall turn. 

To thoſe a ſingle drop is there deny'd, 

Who by their port have wrath divine defy'd, 

Once to refreſh their tongue, or lips when pain'd, 

Becauſe they have not from this vice refrain'd, 
What hopelcis wretches then muſt ſuch ſtill be, 

To feel a burning thirſt, and never ſee 

What can for once its ſcorching heat allay, 

In whom this vice hath gain'd inſatiate ſway ! 

Thro' years unſpent they'll feel her dire control, 

Inflicting ceaſeleſs tortures on the toul ; 

Vea, filling ſuch with wo, remorſe and pain, 

When her reſult ſhall prove a galling chain &. 

| What 


It was the opinion of ſome of the wiſer Heathens, that the 
principal part of future puniſhment, would ariſe from the tyranui- 
cal {way of theſe unruly luſts and paſſions, which had acquired, in 
this ſtate, the power of rooted habits'in the ſoul ; while every pol- 
ible mean of gratifying them is denied. This opinion is founded 
in reaſon, and agreeable to the dictates of revelation ; and tho" that 
puniſhment included no more, it is enough to make a rational be- 
ing quite unhappy, and to fill his mind with horror in proſpect. At 
death, he that is unjuſt, thall be unjuſt ftill ; and he who is filthy, 
mall be filthy ſtill; and it is ſaid, that“ the wicked is driven a- 
* way. in his wickedneſs,” Rev. xxii. 11. Prov. xiv, 32. This 
may import, not only that they die under the guilt of all their patt 
tranſgreſſions; a heavy load indeed! but alſo, that they are remo- 
ved hence under the fatal power and dominion which iniquity bad 
previouſly acquired in the heart. That vicious habits can haral, 
an torment the diſembodied ſpirit, may be inferred from their do- 
minecfing ſway in old debauched ſiuners. How often are ſuck 
found to revolve in their polluted imaginations, with a kind of in- 


fernal pleaſure, che ſcenes of diffipation thro' which they paſſed in 
N youth ; 
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What tho' they now make merry o'er their cups, 
Where is their mirth *mid{ rouſed conſcience” ſtripes? 
Tho' now the happieſt of all men they ſeem, 

Amid remorſe and wrath, how fled the dream 

ach fleeting dream of future bliſs and joy! 


that they timeous would due means employ, 
To 


youth ; tho? the body be now quite incapacitated to bear any part 
in them. Vet is it more than probable, that theſe unmortiſied and 
unbridled appetites and paſſions, will exert their deſpotic power o- 
ver the whole man after the reſurrection. Add to this, the kind 
of ſociety with which they are doomed to aſſociate. Would thoſe 
luly conſider this, who now indulge to ſeveral vices till they ac- 
quire the power of inveterate habits ; for if not ſubdued by grace 
in this tate, God will unalterably confirm them at death; and E- 
ternity itſelf ſhall witneſs their deſpotic and woful reign! Thus 
their fins hall be written in their puniſhment, and the guilty en- 
ſaved mind, forced to brood perpetually upon them. God is known 
by the judgments which he executes ; for his judicial procedure is 
no leſs jult than natural. What Solomon faith of the effects of wine 
and ſtrong drink, when indulged in to exceſs, is equally verified 
vim regard to every other vice; © At the laſt it biteth like a ſer- 
" pent, and ſtingeth like an adder.” Prov. xxiii. 32. How dear- 
ly bought the ſhort, polluted pleaſures of ſin, which entail ſuck a 
cread reverſion on the finner* And may it not thence be juſtly 
lud,“ This ſhall they have at the Lord's hand, they ſhall lie down 
in ſorrow ? | 

One and the ſame thing holds in this reſpect of every vice, or 
icious habit; whence we may infer, that no more is neceſſary to 
render an intelligent being completely miſerable, than to abundon 
un to the unbounded, and tyrannizing power of ſuch, without the 
wok diſtant proſpect of deliverance, or the leaſt poſſibility of gra- 
cation, When men indulge and gratify their corrupt appetites, 
lll they gain the aſcendant in the heart, in oppoſition to God, and 
wery moral conſideration, is it not juſt and equitable with him to 
mke the object of their choice the mean of their puniſhmeat ? | 
Would wicked men but now duly conſider, that, while they gratify 
wr vicious paſſions, they are not only treaſuring up for themſelves 
wth againſt the day of wrath, but preparing inſtruments for theig 
dure, and perpetual torment; they could not commit fin with ſuch 
ity, and remain ſo unconcerned about its conſequences. 
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To ſcape the ſnare, and be prepar'd for Heav'n, 

While to repent both time and grace are giv'n! 
Of fancy's wayward mood, ah! ſtrange extreme, 

From meaneſt appetites of bliſs to dream; 

While ev'ry ſource of chaſte, refin'd delight, 


Is treated ſtill with mark'd neglect, or ſlight. 
As ſickly palates loath moſt wholeſome fare, 


While the diſeaſe new appetites prepare; 


So corrupt paſſions ſpurn each pure delight, 

Tis tainted draughts provoke their appetite. 

In ſparkling goblets, and the flowing bowls, 

A deadly, tho' alluring, potion rolls. 

There ſerpents lurk, which ſure in time will ſting, 
To death's abode the very ftouteſt bring. 

The faireft colours of the viper-race, 


Cannot allure, with dread we flee their face : 


Unhallow'd ſweets the bitt'reſt woes till bring; 
Learn then to ſhun whate'er has power to ſting. 
When guilty pleaſures lure to their dread ſnare, 
Th' infection flee, of ſirens ſongs beware. 

Ah! what the joys which modiſh vice ſtill boats, 
When her each pleaſure haunted is with ghoſts! 
Nought ſure can her moſt fav'rite vot'ries ſhare, 


But what the good diſdain, and ſhun with care. 


Do Aaron's fons come in here for a ſhare ? 
Or are theſe temperate, with pious care ? 
If fame lies not, too many of this race, 


To this bale vice not ſeldom, ah! give place “. 
Good 


* God charges the miniſters of religion more than once with this 


crime, which he threatens ſeverely to punith in them; and is ther! 
| I 
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Good natur'd vices meet their tacit love, 

What monkiſh ſouls would ſocial glee reprove! 
May not a Preacher be a good Divine, 

Yet take his glaſs, yea, ſit late at the wine? - 
Be a good, jovial fellow, full of glee, 


Yet, need requiring, a ſtrict de votee? 
May 


C 


not reaſon to fear the ground of ſuch a charge is not yet ceaſed ? 
« They alſo have erred thro! wine, and thro? ſtrong drink are out 
of the way: the prieſt and the prophet have erred thro? ſtrong 
© drink, they are ſwallowed up of wine, they are out of the way 
* thro' ſtrong drink; they err in viſion, they ſtumble in judgment.” 
It is immediately added, For all tables are full of vomit and filthi- 
* neſs, ſo that there is no place clean ;" no, not the ſanctuary it- 
ſelf, Iſa. xxviii. 7, 8. Shocking as it may be to reflect on, there 
have not been wanting inſtances in more modern times wherein this 
vice hath made her unhallowed approaches to the ſacred altar; fo 
that the tranſition from the Lord's table to that of devils-hath been 
both ſhort and ſudden ! . 

Moſt Commentators are of opinion, that Nadab and Abihu, the 
ſons of Aaron, were intoxicated with wine, when they preſumed to 
offer ſtrange fire before the Lord, which he commanded them not, 
and were lo ſignally puniſhed for their preſumption z becauſe im- 
mediately on the back of that awful diſaſter, he gave a ſtrict charge 
to Aaron and his ſons to abſtain from the uſe of wine and ſtrong 
drink, when they officiated in his ſanctuary. And the Lord 
{pake unto Aaron, ſaying, Do not drink wine nor ſtrong drink, 
thou, nor thy ſons with thee, when ye go into the tabernacle of 
the congregation; leſt ye die: it ſhall be n ſtatute for ever through- 
out your generations: .and that ye may put difference between holy 
and unholy, and between unclean and clean: and that ye may teach 
the children of Iſrael all the ſtatutes which the Lord hath ſpoken 
unto them by the hands of Moſes.” Levit. x. 8,—-11. Tho? that 
ritual is aboliſhed, the reaſons of this prohibition ſtill ſubſiſt. 

The Apoſtle, deſcribing the neceſſary qualifications of a biſhop, 
or overſeer in the Church of God, tells us, among other things, that 
© he muſt be ſober, not given to wine ;“ and our Lord gives it as 
2 part of the character of the unfaithful ſervant, on whom he pro- 
nounces an awful doom, that he indulges to this vice and its con- 
comitants: * But if that ſervant ſay in his heart, My Lord delay- 


*th his coming; and ſhall begin to beat the men- ſervants, and the 
P maidens, 
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Profane his Name, and each while curſe and ſwear“. 
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May he not ſing a merry catch, and tell 

His tale with humour, and the laugh compel 

Set all the table in a wild uproar, 

Yet at the altar, all devout, adore. 

In ſocial mirth the life of friendſhip lies, 

The pious drudge ſuch polite pleaſure flies. 

A taſte refin'd ſecures the Great's applauſe, 

Who hate the rigid to their Maker's laws; 

In whoſe dull preſence they can't ſwear, or jeſt, 

By the grave Clerk ſuch freedoms are repreſt. 

With ſuch, a Parſon ne'er can brighter ſhine, 

Than when moſt merry o'er a pot of wine ; 

When his own office is kept out of light, 

While he aſſociates with the Great by night. 

To feel, to think, and act alike, commends, 

And knits the hearts of ſenſual pleaſure's friends. 
Would not a Chriſtian's heart recoil tv hear, 


A Prieft, thrice bound his Maker to revere, 


Yet 


maidens, and to eat and drink, and to be drunken: the lord of that 


+ ſervant will come in a day when he looketh not tor him, and at an 
hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in ſunder, or cut him 


cf, and will appoint him his portion with the unbelievers.” 1 Tim. 
Hi, 2, 3. Luke xii. 45, 46. © that all invefled with the facred 
office would lay theſe things to heart; that they may keep at the 


autmoſt diftance from every temptation to this ruinous ſin! 


* Shocking as it may be to a ſerious, pious mind, there have not 
been, nor are ſtill, wanting inftances of perſons in the Cierical line, 
who can {wear in common converſation, with as little ceremony 28 
any ſoldier who ſerves bis Majeſty !—* Tell it not in Gath ; pub- 
lich it not in the ſtreets of Aſkelon, leſt the daughter of the uncir- 


cumciſed triumph.” Theſe miniflers of Satan z—theſe 3 
wolyes 
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Yet wretches of this ſort have oft been found, 
T intrude to Zion, and pollute her ground ! 
May Heav'n avert their dread impending fate, 
Give to repent, ere, ah! it prove too late. 
If odious is this vice in the male race, 
In woman-kind—indelible diſgrace ! 
If her baſe ſway doth even man defile, 
It makes a woman beyond meaſure vile. 
Yet are there found, in this enlighten'd land, 
Of both, who yield to her tyrannic hand; 
Her wretched victims we not ſeldom trace, 
Among the fair, who boaſt ſuperior grace. 
Compaſſion's tear o'er theſe, O Britain, ſhed, 
Exert each nerve to rear their ſinking head ; 
To guard your ſons, and daughters from this vice, 
By ey'ry wiſe, eligible device ; 
Prevent their preſent, and their future doom, 
While for ſuch offices there 1s yet room, 


WHAT crowds of ſinners of till baſer fort, 
Make our great towns the place of their reſort ; 
Invade their neighbour's right, a& worſe than foes, 
Who ſteal and ſwindle, by what arts, who knows; 
Who rob, and forge, and vi'lently aſſail, 
By force, or cunning, as may moſt avail! 

How baſe the wretch, who is to theft inclin'd, 


and ſchemes revolves {till in his ſordid mind; 
P 2 Sets 


wolves give not themſelves the trouble to appear in ſheeps cloath- 
Ing, in ord@ to paſs with others for what they really are not; for 
mey dear their mark on their fore head, fignifying whole they are, 
ind whom they ſerve ; ſo that he who runs may know and read it: 
ach indeed is none of the ſpots of God's children. 
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Sets all his pow'rs on work to gain his end, 

Nor ſpares to rob his neighbour, or his friend? 

A work of darkneſs is this daring crime, 

A work prefumptous, and the fruit of time, 

Delib'rate cunning, and the ſlyeſt art; 

All the productions of a naughty heart. 

Each check the harden'd thief muſt quite repel, 

Ere he can take ſuch pains to merit hell; 

Be loſt to virtue, and all ſenſe of ſhame, 

'To all the lovely charms of honeſt fame ! 
Depray'd, and wicked muſt become the heart, 

Ere it can yield to act ſo vile a part, 

Theſe beaſts of prey, when night inveſts the pole, 

Our ſtreets and lanes, like trained bands patrol ; 

Aſſault and rob whom they ſecure can find, 

Their feelings callous to their fellow-kind. 

The houſe mark'd out, by night they baſe aſlail, 

In ſuch attempts too often they prevail. 

Such wretches human juſtice dare defy, 

Yea mere, the juſt Omniſcient Pow'r on high. 

Tho? ev'ry day of ſuch examples make, 


\ 


i Io their old trade of thieving they betake ; t 
i Not once inſtructed by a brother's tate, 4 
1 8 What peſts, what nuiſance are they in the fate ! 0 
f Such, ah! forget their Judge them ſtill eſpies, ; 


When moſt conceal'd their crimes from human eyes, 
That he will theſe reveal before the ſun, * 
When once their wicked odious race is run ; 0 
Expoſe to ſhame before the ſons of men, * 


Without repentance, to eternal pain, 2 hut 
Haw $71 
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How much theſe vermin in our land abound, 
and by their deeds infeſt Britannia's ground, 
Our goals, and gibbets can too well atteſt, 
What numbers violate God's juſt beheſt *! 
Oh 


* © Thou ſhalt not fleal.” Exod. xx, 15. Men do not deſpiſe 
a thief,” ſaid the, wiſe king of Lrael, “ it he ſteal to ſatisfy his out 
when he is hungry.“ But if this vice be the reſult of an averſion 
to application and honeſt induſtry, or to a covetous diſpoſition, 
the two common parents of it, the caſe materially differs. It then 
compriſes every thing that conſtitutes a fia preſumptuous, for which 
the Moſaic ritual provided no ſacrifice. Altho' not puniſhable with 
death by the law of God, yet if the thief had not wherewithal to 
reſtore to the injured party four-fald, he forfeited his liberty, was 
appointed to be ſold, with all that he bad, and reſtitution to be 
made, This mode of puniſhing theft is doubtleſs more beneficial 
to ſociety, and much better calculated to deter from the commiſſion 


of it than that of putting the criminal to death, which our laws au- 


thoriſe. Such ſinners are in general hardy enough to deſpiſe death; 
and the impreſſions produced on them by examples of this nature, 
are both tranſient and ineffectual; whereas the terror of confinement 
to hard labour for life, would operate as a powerful reſtraint, 

That this is one of thoſe fins which excludeth from the kingdom 
of heaven, without a gracious change of heart and life, and, fo far 
s practicable, ſome proper reparaticn, appears evident from ſcrip- 
ture: „Be not deceived; neither fornicators, nor thie ver, nor co- 
retous, ſhall inherit the kingdom of God.” 1 Cor. vi. 9, 10. The 
creaſe of theſe odious and pernicious creatures, notwithſtanding 
that many are daily made examples of, both by death and tranſpor- 
tation, is a ſad proof of our growing profligacy of manners, and, 
taken in connection with other things, no promiſing ſymptom of 
our continued proſperity. 

Saith a certain Author, Theft muſt in every caſe be a pre- 
* {umptuous fin: it is a work of time, which requires much thought 
aud cunning to adjuſt the plan of operation, and no leſs addrefs 
and conduct in carrying it into execution. Befides, the thief has 
© many reſtraints to break through, not only the inward conviction 
of the wrong done to his neighbour, but the fears of a diicovery 
© likewiſe, and of that diſgrace and puniſhment with which it will 
certainly be attended.” Let ſuch, without a moment's delay, 
humble themſelves in the preſence of that God whom they have fo 
Scievouſly offended, imploring his pardoning mercy for what is palt, 
and his powerful grace to reſtrain them for the future, 
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Oh! that the guilty would not ſtill forget, 
What ſhall ſoon prove their future, endleſs ſtate; 
That as they now habitually behave, 
So ſhall their portion prove beyond the grave. 
One path to bleſs for all, both low and high, 
Each ſoul that cleaves to ſin muſt ever die. 
All, all tranſgreſſors of the human kind, 
A Judge impartial in their God ſhall find. 
Nought can avail that ſuch once bore his name, 
And ſtill profeſs'd to venerate the ſame ; | 
Taught in his houſe, and claim'd him for their Sire, 
For hypocrites muſt dwell with quenchleſs fire. 
There ſinners, unreclaim'd, of every kind | 
His juſtice ſhall collect. in bundles bind. 
There all who take God's dreadful name in vain, 4 
Shall wail, and gnaſh their teeth thro' deathleſs pain, | 
In his right hand there 1s a flaming dart, 


Offending worms muſt feel its keeneſt ſmart. A 
When thunder ſpeaks his mighty wrath aloud, Fi 
His ſignal vengeance threatens all the proud ; A 


Who dare that yengeance in their pride defy, 
And ſhoot their hoſtile darts againſt the ſky. 
All Nature ftill her Author's will performs, 
Enjoin'd to bleſs, or puniſh ſinful worms; 
And will atteſt his juſtice in their doom, 
When all his terrors ſhall his foes conſume. 
Their crimes lie open to omniſcient eyes, 
Both heav'n and earth againſt theſe crimes ſhall rile, 
Ol the diſtracting terrors of that hour, | 
Whendeath, like whirlwind, ſhall o'erwhelm their pow” 


When 
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When their hopes vaniſh, like a cloud of rain, 
Which failing diſappoints the parched plain, 
Their wounded heart in anguiſh melts away, 
Left void of ſupport in the fatal day; 

zh! Heav'n proves deaf to their pathetic cry, 

The ſoul reluctant is thence forc'd to fly. 

By mighty vengeance rous'd, the furious ſtorm, 

Commifſion'd Heav'n's ſtern purpoſe to perform, 

The mortal part quick levels with the duſt, 

The conſcious one tranſmits to hell accurſt ; 

Where deep deſpair, and agonies of mind, 

Shall neither end, nor intermiſſion find. 

Now deprecate the dread impending doom, 

Implore a peaceful exit to the tomb; 

A ſafe releaſe from future, endleſs wo, 

Which ſhall in ireful, burning torrents flow. 
Still aſk forgiveneſs for the Saviour's ſake, 

And to his mercy ere too late betake ; 

tre grace and mercy ſealed ſprings ſhall prove, 

And tears and pray'rs for ever ceaſe to move. 

be timely wiſe, without delay repent, 

Improve each ſeaſon now in kindnels lent, 

For ſoon the period of reſpite is ſpent. 

[day God calls, to-morrow may your doom 

bor ever fix, and lodge you in the tomb. 
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A wicked and adulterous generation: © perverſe generation, hoy 
long ſhall I ſuffer you Mat. xvi. 4. Luke ix. 41. 
Rejoice not, for thou ba gone a whoring from thy God. Hol. ix, 1, 
For the land is full of adulterers; How ſhall I pardon thee for thu! 
when I had fed them to the full, they then commuted adultery, an 
aſſembled themſelves by troops in the harlots houſes. They wer, 
as fed horſes : every one neiphed after his neighbour's wife, Sl 
I not wifit for theſe things ? ſaitb the Lord: and ſhall not my ſal 
be avenged on ſuch a nation as this? I have ſeen thine adulter, 
and thy neighings, the lewdneſs of thy whoredom, and thine abs 
nations. Jer. xxili. 10,—v. 7. 8, 9.—Xiii. 27. 
Their inward. part 1s very wickedneſs ; their throat ir an open ſti 
chre. Pſal. v. g. . 
Dir ye know, that no auboremonger, nor unclean perſon, hath any it 
Beritance in the kingdom of Chriſt, and of God, Eph. v. 5. 
Whoremongers ſhall have their part in the lake which burneth with 
fire and brim/tone : which it the ſecond death. Rev. xxi. 8. 
Whoremongers and aaulterers God will judge. I will come near "i | 
you to judgment, and I will be a ſwift witneſs againſt the adler . 
ers, ſaith the Lord of ho/ts. Heb. xiii. 4. Mal. iii. 5. 
It ſhall not be well with the wicked, neither ſhall he prolong bis day! 
which are as a ſhadow ; becauſe he feareth not before God. I 
hand join in hand, he ſhall not be unpumniſhed. Eccl. viii. 13 


Prov. xvi. 5 *. 
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N earth a ſtranger is poor pilgrim man, 


, In theſe ſolemn and expreſs declarations of the God of trut 
1 let all concerned read their character and doom; for he is not M 
1 man, that he ſhould lie, or the ſon of man, that he ſhould rep® 
or change his purpoſe. Hath he ſaid it, and ſhall he not do! 
hath he ſpoken it, and ſhall he not bring it to paſs? * The word wil 
I have ſpoken ſhall be done, faith the Lord God.“ Ezek. Xii. 


1 
Li pu 
i g His life contracted to a very ſpan. 
mJ Thou ſojourner of days, be timely wiſe, 
{4 Nor ſpurn ſubjection to the ruling ſkies. 1 
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Does God give being, and thy earthly all, 

Wilt thou prove deaf to his paternal call 

Reform in time each error of thy ways, 

A fleeting ſhadow is thy number'd days; 

That ſhadow ſoon is loſt in endleſs night, 

Or quite abſorb'd in never-fading light. 
What fools are they who ſtill this ſpan abuſe 

And Heav'n's beſt counſels to amend refuſe ? 

Who waſte their days in vanity and fin, © 

And to be wile, ah! when too late begin. 

'Mong ſlaves of vice, ſome hold the very van, 

And quite transform into the beaſt the man; 

Their nature fink by deeds which deep defile; 

Too many ſuch pollute Britannia's iſle. | 
What ſcenes impure, O Britons, taint your clime, 

The theatre of almoſt ey'ry crime, 

Wrought both in ſecret and before the ſun, 

What pains do many take to be undone !_ 

Laſcivious deeds each where our coaſts defile, 

Expoſe to vengeance our obnoxious iſle *. 


7 Q Among 


That the pernicious fin of uncleanneſs, in its various forms, a- 
hounds in theſe lands of Britain and Ireland, among all ranks and 
deſcriptions of men, innumerable, melancholy circumſtances but too 
openly manifeſt, The fatal influence, and deplorable ravages of this 
odious vice are not confined to thoſe who are in the fingle ſtate, or 
to ſuch as are deemed vulgar and low-bred ; but contaminate the 
Wreams of lawful wedlock, and over-run the more polite ranks of 
lociety, So very faſhionable is it accounted, that a reputation for 
de oppoſite virtue, is ſcarce allowed by the polite of either ſex, to 
e compatible with the character of a gentleman. A noted Hiſto- 


Man f of our own times remarks to this effect, if not in theſe words, 
| « Among 


+ Principal Robiſoa, in his Hiſtory of Scotland. 
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Among all ranks, chief mong the rich and great, 
is vicemtevails, with num'rous woes replete, 


The dire contagion is ſtill gaining ground, 
Our youths of faſhion are infected found. 


The 


: 

Among the higher claſſes in life conjugal fidelity is very little 
s minded: And is it not to be devoutly wiſhed, that there wer 
not too much truth in this remark ? We alſo find a judicious, ce. 
lebrated Author +, who gave laws to the circles of faſhion about 
the beginning of this century, paſſing the following cenſure on the 
times herein he lived: No body denies that we live ina Chriſtian 
* country; and yet he who ſhould decline, upon reſpective oppor 
© tunies, to commit adultery or murder, would be thought very 
little of a gentleman.” Does this cenſure now ceaſe to be jul}, 
our nation having, in this reſpect, quite reformed ſince that period? 
It is to be feared the very reverſe will, on inquiry, be found to he 
the caſe. | | 

Are there wanting inſtances of modern gentlemen, whoſe crini- 
nal connexions with low, worthleſs females, give birth to ſuch an 
illegitimate brood, as might ſuffice to people a whole country; and 
that, perhaps, while they have amiable wives of their own, and pro- 
miling families by them! What can be expected from ſuch a ſpu. 


rious, neglected breed? May it not give occaſion to inceſt and vs. 


rious other evils? It is an overture, not perhaps unworthy of the 
attention of Government, to adopt a proper plan for collecting, and 
educating children of this deſcription, in order, when arrived at 
mature age, to be ſent to people ſome of our colonies, This plan 


might prevent many miſchiefs at home, and perſons fo trained to 


habits of induſtry and virtue, might be a mean of reforming out 
convicts, who are from time to time at vaſt expenee tranſported thi- 
er. By thig means the crime of Child murder would ceaſe to be 
perpetrated—that horrid crime which at prefent ſo much prevails, 
and that with impunity, to the great reproach, and accumulating 
guilt of our nation. The mother-country could well fpare them, 
where they Terve only to taint the race of Britons, to prove an eye. 
fore to their parents, and an occaſion of continued ſtrife and con- 
tention in their families. The numerous tribe of the men of ple 
ſure would cordially ſubmit to a tax to defray the expence attend. 
ing ſuch a plan, becauſe it would eaſe them of a very diſagreeabs 
burden, and prevent many of the ordinary unhappy conſcquences 


of their criminal and promiſcuous amours; while the public at = 
| * wou 


t The Guardian, No 38. 
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= 


The nuptial ſtate, if we belie not fame, 
Not rare is ſtain'd with an adult'rous flame; 
Whence wedlock proves a ſtate of endleſs ſtrife, 


And hence divorces too in higher life. 
Pare | The 


xould not re pine to contribute their ſhare to ſo humane an inſtitu- 
non. | 
But the dealers in this infamous commerce manage, in gene- 
ral, matters ſo dexteroully, that they make @ ſhift to cater for 
the gratification of their corrupt propenſions at a leſs expenfiye rate, 
and by means more cautious and covert. Is it not truly ſtrange, 
that the ſons of pride ſhould ſo debaſe themſelves; that a principle 
þ very delicate in other reſpects ſhould not diſdain to ſtoop fo low 
for ſo mean a prize? Yet are there to be found, who, with all their 
pride and affected dignity, ſcruple not to degrade themſelves beneath 
the pooreſt peaſant, or the meaneſt mechanic, provided they can 
but gratify their baſer appetites! Tho? they ſeem to ſoar aloft, like 
the eagle, yet the lure of carnal pleaſure can bring them down to 
nallow like the ſow, in the mire. They are ſuch obſcene birds as 
ſun cleanly proviſion, yet fly with eager avidity at every car- 
non. 
Have not crimes like theſe overthrown the once flouriſhing cities 
af the plain; yea, occaſioned the total deſtruction of many once 
amous fiates and individuals? Were theſe ſo puniſhed, and can we 
ave to eſcape with impunity, if found treading in the ſame paths? 
Ibis was the intquity of Sodom, Pride, fulneſs of bread, ard abun- 
dance of idleneſs was in her, and in her daughters,“ What was 
ide conſequence ? Why, © they were haughty and committed abo- 
"mination before the Lord: therefore he took them away as he 
"law good,” Ezeke xvi. 49, 50. . | 

Ur, as an Apoſtle expreſſes it, Sodom and Gomorrha, and the 
cities about them, in like manner giving themſelves over to for- 
ucation, and going after ſtrange fleſh, are ſet forth tor an exam- 
ple, lulſering the vengeance of eternal fire.“ Jude verſe 7. O in, 
Mtering as thou art in the commiſſion, in the iſſue thou wilt ſting 


e. 
Ne ke an adder, and bite as a ſerpent ? Dearly bought are all thy tran- 
4- edt pleaſures; for miſery keen and perpetual is thy reverſion. Thy 
. ii death, in all its wide extent; and they who love thee are 
ls Bs enough to hate life! 

e How far we reſemble thoſe above alluded to in their crimes, 
ge Reh in us muſt be ſeven fold agoravated, lec the Reader judge; 
ter we may ſhare in their plagues here, or in their fate in the 


rid to come, belongs to God to determine, and time will de- 


ure, 
(0) 2 


= 
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The wand'ring paſſions of a faithleſs mind, 
What laws can to a ſingle object bind? 
* For luſt inſatiate will unceaſing crave, 
And prove a manſter cruel as the grave. 
Who ſhun, or ſcorn the nuptial hallow'd tie, 
But thoſe who to the harlot's boſom hie? 
Yet think to wed, when vice their prime hath gain d 
By ſuch, grown hoar in guilt, that ſtate is ſtain d. 
Can jointures gild ſo nauſeous a pill, 
And female wiſhes to the ſum fulfil ? 
'In paths forbidden, ah! we love to tread, 
Tho' theſe, at length, ſhould lodge among the dead. 
Where God leaves free, we oft aps 3h confine, 
Where he reſtricts, to treſpaſs we incline; 
As if his laws bore hard on human kind, 
Reſtrain'd from bliſs, with a ſtill envious mind. 
The joys of virtue are both calm and chaſte, 
Vice is imperious, a tyrannic peſt. 
To virtuous ſouls remorſe thoſe never bring, 
While guilty pleaſures ſtill create a ſting. 
A future ſtate, tho' kept quite out of view, 
The triumphs of this vice will be but few ; 
Shame, want and odium, diſeaſe and pain, 
-Do all aſſemble in her gloomy train, . 
Her ſlaves are often martyrs in her cauſe, 
Who can unpuniſh'd flight their Maker's laws? 
Did Heav'n neglect to puniſh lawleſs luſt, 
Would not that Heav'n be partial and unjuſt? | 
What foes to wedded joy, and to their ſeed, 
Who prove, if ſpar'd, a weak, diſeaſed breed; 


— — 


* 


* . — 4+ = G 
he "4 * —— 
ID — I 
— IS * . e * . Bt 8 =. 
a l pay! - . 2 l 
— — — i 22 2. 8 +, 4 = 
ö Ss 
W V * * 32 * Wo - 
- 5 
Fi 4 


— — — — — 
$a at X 
. - 
. 


ee Les 


| 
! 
4 


F 
: | 
{8 
1 j 
14 
1 
"i 
F 
* 
* 
9 


* —— — — 
A RN 


Oft, 


* 


ADDRESS. 125 


Oft, ah! they murder in the very womb, 

Or bring their ſons to an untimely tomb; 
Entailing plagues, the ſource of baneful wo, 
Which from the parents beaſtly manners flow, 
This crime's effects from race to race deſcend, 
What monſters then are thoſe who won't amend! 
Unhappy ſouls o'er whom lewd paſſions reign, 
The fruits of which ſhall be remorſe and pain! 
They ſhame derive from courtezans embrace, 
Whence {till proceeds indelible diſgrace. 

This vice our fleets and armies doth enſlave, 
Brings crowds of both to an untimely grave. 
Theſe martial bands this leprous peſt annoys, 
Whoſe reign extenſive, more than war, deſtroys. 
There this baſe vice in loweſt form bears ſway, 
Diſplays her triumphs by the light of day *. 

If their vile manners ſhock a virtuous mind, 
Abhor them muſt the Parent of mankind. 

If ſons of Mars to Venus ſacrifice, 

Will not leſs coſtly victims her ſuffice ? R 
Muſt health and life be offer'd at her ſhrine, 
Yea, ev'ry boon, both common and divine ? 
Muſt ſoul and body be the ſacrifice ? 

The forfeiture of bliſs beyond the ſkies ? 

How long ſhall ſuch for filthy ſtews purvey, 

And yield themſelves to harlots as a prey? 

More baſe defeat than ſtains the hoſtile plain, 

In vain they conquer, while worſt paſſions reign! _ 
| Not 


See in note page 77, too glaring a proof of this. 
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Not near ſo ſavage the moſt barb'rous foes, 

Nor ſo tyrannic, by the half, as thoſe. 

The ſlaves to paſſions vileſt deſpots ſerve, 

From their degrading ſway, Good Lord, preſerve. 
Impure productions gain too oft applauſe, 

Which ſcarce can fail to wound fair virtue's cauſe ; 

To cheriſh vice in her moſt odious form, 

And place her votaries beyond reform, 

Theſe works obſcene, alas! each where abound, 

In thee, O Britain, and-pollute thy ground. 

Thy race impure imbibe the luſcious bane, 

Whoſe dire infection heart and conſcience ſtain. 
Are theſe polite, whoſe words and deeds impure, 

Shew them infected nigh beyond a cure; 

Who glory in the brothel's vileſt phraſe, 

And, like the ſnail, beſmear with filth their ways? 

An ulc'rous peſt their lips and tongue depraves, 

Their throat reſembles unripe, open'd graves. 

Tho! wealth and honour as their ſons them hail, 


In honour's portrait they compoſe the tail *. 
| The 


* A well known Author +, ſpeaking of ſuch, ſaith, © Their ſpeech 6 
* 1s the language of darkneſs : is horror to the ſoul, and torture to 6 
* the ear. "Their tongues are dipt in the venom of aſps: ther 
* throat is an open ſepulchre.“ Sometimes, their licentious and 


ungovern- 0 

4 

7 Harvey, in his Winter. Piece, who alludes to certain flagitious liber. ir 
ties of ſpeech taken on ſome occaſion in his own preſence. If net- If 
i 


ther the ſacredneſs of his office, nor the examplary ſanctity of his 
manners, could reſtrain fuch daring and unhallowed freedoms, and 
ſecure an eminent meſlenger of Heaven from ſuch groſs inſult ; what Ne! 
may we ſuppoſe ſuch profane creatures, and fimilar brethren in iniqui- 1 
ty, capable of, when aſſociated with perſons only of their own gent 

and complexion, where none would be a check upon another ? Jull!y 


faith 
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The pow'rs of ſpeech adorn the human frame, 
Ah! that they ſhould entail diſgrace and ſhame; 
Bewray vile paſſions bearing rule within, 
And ſerve to ſpread the leproſy of fin ! 

Whence flows the*mirth which charms. this jovial 

crowd, 

The jeſt that makes their table laugh ſo loud? 
Perhaps from topics which ſhould caule regret, 
Which wound the feelings of a virtuous heart; 
From“ a wild ſonnet, or a wanton air, 
Offence and torture to a ſober ear.“ 


If 


* ungovernable diſcourſe ſhoots arrows of profaneneſs againſt Heaven 

* itſelf; and, in proud defiance, challenges the reſentment of Omni- 

potence. Sometimes, as if it was the glory: of human nature, to 

ſhare and cheriſh ſome of the gro/eft appetites of the brute; and 

the mark of a Gentleman, to have ſerved an apprenticeſhip in a 

" Brothel; the filthieſt jeſts of the ſtews (if low ob/cenity can be a 
" jeſt) are nauſeouſly obtruded on the company, till all the modeſt 

part of it is expelled : while the other beſotted creatures laugh a- 

* loud, tho? the leproſy of uncleanneſs appears on their lips. Are 

© not theſe perſons proſoners of darkneſs; tho' blazing ſcances pour ar- 

" tifcia] day thro” their rooms? Are not their ſouls immured in the 

© moſt baleful ſhades; tho? the noon-tide ſun is brightened, by fla- 

© ming on their gilded chariots? They arò groping for the prize of 
© bappinefs, but will certainly feel the thorn of anxiety. They are 

vantonly ſporting on the brink of that precipice ; from whence, 

in 2 moment, they may fall headlong into irretrievable ruin, 
and cndleſi deſpair.” b 


leith the proverb of the ancients, © Wickedneſs proceedeth from 
* the wicked, 1 Sam. xxiv. 13. ; for all theſe profane, or obſcene 
ireedoms of ſpeech are the native ebulitions of a corrupt, naughty 
heart, ſurcharged with its own pregnant iniquity “ the ſuperflui- 
"ty of naughtineſs.” Out of the abundance of the heart the 
mouth ſpeaketh,” ſaith one who beſt knew its deſperate wicked- 
nels, and foul contents. Wo unto them, when their day i come, 
the time of their viſitation.” Jer. I. 27. 


* 
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If it gives pain wich ſuch on earth to dwell, 
What, dread confinement in the jail of hell, 
Where ſinners ſhall become exceeding vile, 
And till retain thoſe habits which defile ! 
This tainted claſs will God in faggots bind, 

In flaming Tophet their abode they'll find, 
Where lawleſs paſſions ſhall unceaſing rage, 
Ungratify'd torment thro? endleſs age *. 

Can the impure in heart and life God ſee, 

That God who is effential purity ? 

Nay, hath he not prepar'd eternal woes, 

As the deſery'd, the juſt reward of thoſe, 
Who now indulge in looſe, unchaſte deſires, 
Which ſhall be flak'd with ever-quenchleſs fires, 
Forget not, Britons, tbe thrice awful doom 

Of thoſe, whom God in wrath did once conſume, 
The fair, but wicked cities of the plain, 
Whom he ſet forth enduring endleſs pain. 
Will feeble mortals daringly preſume, 
Yet fondly hope they ſhall eſcape this doom ? 
The Judge of ſuch in ſpecial form is God, 
Who will exclude them from his bleſt abode ; 
For the unchaſte, theſe deep defiled ſouls, 
Shall be ſhut up mid fiercely burning coals +. 


Such 


* The Reader will find ſome thoughts illuſtrative of this in 
note, p. 1 10, 111.; for, in this reſpect, what holds of one vice may 
be aſſerted of every other. 


+ Bleſſed are the pure in heart : for 'they ſhall ſee God: But 
whoremongers and adulterers God will judge. Mat. v. 8. Heb, 
xiii. 4. The works of the fleſh are theſe, adultery, A 

v 4 


u who can now to haunts of vice reſort, 
brall never tread his bleſs'd his hallow'd court, 
or once its pure, celeſtial pleaſures ſhare; 
Fr dire the torments which their deeds prepare. 
Fach guilty paſſion, harbour'd in the breaſt, 
Shall rage with fury, nor allow them reſt ; 
Yea, gall the wretch, who cheriſh'd them before, 
Their woes reſult from pleaſures now no more. 
t them now court the gloom—the midnight-hour, 
Theſe carnal, guilty pleaſures to ſecure ; 
et all their ſecret crimes will God diſplay, 
before the world, and the bright eye of day. 
The pure, refining beams of heav'nly truth, 
(dd lovely charms to all the bloom of youth. 
Theſe guard from fin, the ſoul ſecure from ſmart, 
ind ſtill promote fair purity of heart. 
n hearts renew'd, theſe conſecrated cells, 
Eternal Spirit, with complacence, dwells. 
hat motive this to be ſtill pure and chaſte, 
Leſt aught impure ſhould lay theſe temples waſte? 
0 check each riſing thought of looſe deſire, 
Leſt they extinguiſh ſhould the heay'nly fire? 

How bright this virtue in that Hebrew youth, 
Tho gain'd ſuch honour to his humble birth *! 

T R Tho 


icleannefs, Iaſciviouſneſs, of the which I tell you, that they which 
o ſach things ſhall not inherit the kingdom of God.“ Gal. v. 19, 
. The abominable, and whoremongers ſhall have their part in 
de lake which burneth with fire and brimſtone : which is the ſe- 


ad death,” Rev. xxi. 8. 


| " The beautiful and inftruRive hiſtory of the temptation, the 
Cory, the ſufferings, and ſubſequent advancement and glory of 


wat that ancient worthy, we have recorded, Gen. xxxix. xl. 
| I, ; 
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Yet clave undaunted to his Maker's laws. 
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Tho vice aſſailed him in all her charms, 
Firm as a rock he braved her alarms. 
He ſuffer'd much in virtue's noble cauſe, 


O'er-ruling Heav'n had early try'd this youth, 

His faith, and patience, fortitude and truth ; 

He from the trial ſhone as ore refin'd, 

Left a bright pattern to the human-kind. . 

His God beheld, and did approve his worth, 

Him rais'd to rank with men of nobleſt birth. 

By his example lur'd, and his reward, 

Let youth for virtue bear a due regard, 

What the ſhort pleaſures which create a ſting, - 

Compar'd to thoſe which peace and honour bring 
The word of lite the choiceſt rules imparts, 

To guard from fin, and purify our hearts. 

The ſacred pages of eternal truth, 

Are an unerring guide to ductile youth; 

Like yonder ſun, that bright celeſtial light, 
Which ſhews our danger, and allays our night. 
O that our Britiſh youth inſtructed were, 

In Wiſdom's ſchool, with unremitting care; 
That thoſe to whom pertains that ſacred truſt, 
Would not their talent bury in the duſt * 

. Vice 


A pious, virtuous education is, in general, productive of ſuc 
happy effects as authorize that ancient proverb, Train up a ch 
in the way he ſhould go; and when he is old, he will not depat 
from it.” Prov. xxii. 6, To Abraham, the father of the falt 
ful, God himſelf bears honourable teſtimony on this head; aud? 
the ſame time aſcertains the ſucceſs of his pious endeavours: * 
„know him; that he will command his children, and his houſho' 


* after him, and they thall keep the way of the Lord,” Gen. . 
19 
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Vice tempts in vain the pious, well taught youth, 
Endow'd with wiſdom, grace, and ſacred truth. 
Within their breaſt no lewd, no lawleſs flame, 

Has pow'r to tempt from the fair paths of fame, 
Wha tread falſe pleaſure's ſtill inchanted ground, 
Call ſoon or late in ſorrows deep abound. 

uch pleaſures tranſient, but not ſo the pain, 

ey wound the heart, both life and conſcience ſtain, 
heir fruits prove laſting as the deathleſs mind, 

For God their witneſs, will as Judge them find, 

oſe who contract polluting, guilty ftains, 
Themſelves expoſe to never-cealing pains ; 

(ho one become with proſtitutes in vice, 

ſu dwell where fin is ſtript of each diſguiſe ; 

nleſs made pure by ſacred, ſov'reign grace, 

re her day cloſe, and mercy find no place. 

uch as defile their noble, curious frame, 

heir God will puniſh, and deteſt their name. 

ow will they feel, and curſe their wanton eyes, 
ten ruthleſs death ſhall ſeize them with ſurprize! 
ow will they curſe the partners of their ſhame, 
hen doom'd to dwell with eyer-raging flame! 

e timely wiſe, and check your wand'ring eyes, 

Ince ſhame and ruin are the mighty prize, 

01 take ſuch care, ſuch fatal pains to win; 

de not lur'd once to this vileſt fin' 


R 2 This 


Such ſuperiors as neglect this important duty, approve not 
ewlelves the children of that venerable Patriarch, who acquired 
I: bonourable title of the Friend of God; and yet neglected ic is 
grads who profeſs to hope that they thall be hereafter bleſſed 
u aim. 
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This loathſome vice makes reaſon ſadly blind, 


Corrupts the fleſh, yea more, pollutes the mind. 

Few, few, alas! from her dread ſhades return, 

Their joys are ſhort, thro' endleſs years they'll mour, 

In vain they chuſe, and ſeek the darkeſt time, 

In yain attempt to hide their odious crime; 

God ſtill beholds, for with him it is light, 

No guilty deeds conceal can ſhades of night. 

Such ſhades his eyes pervade, hike beams of noon, 

The ſtars too witneſs, and the filent moon; 

Amidit the gloom he ſpies you—marks your name 

And all ſuch deeds records to future ſhame *. 
Indulge no more to hidden ſcenes of ſin, 


For ſoon will vice rouſe keen remorſe within. 
| Can 


The late pious and worthy Mr Harvey bath ſome ſtribig 
thoughts to the ſame purpoſe, which I beg leave to tranſcribe 
The adulterer waiteth for the twilight; and, baſer than the n 
* lain on the highway, betrays the honour of his boſom-frieai 
* Now, the vermin of the ffews crawl from their lurking boley! 
„ wallow'in fin, and feed on the venom of the night. Each foot 
ing himſelf with the fond nation, That all is ſafe ; that 119 
« fees.—And are they then concealed ? Prepoſterous madmen! I 
„draw the curtain between their infamous practices, and a i 
* /et of mortals; but lay them open to all the chaſte and wats 
* eyes of Heaven, Are they then concealed ? No, truly: An eh 
© keener than the lightning's flaſh, brighter than ten thouſand lun 
* bebolds their every motion, The thickeſt ſhades are beams 
day, to the jealous Inſpector, and ſupreme Judge, of human ® 
tions. Deluded creatures! have ye not heard, have ye not tes 
* That clouds and darkneſs are His Majeſtic Reſidence? In 
very gloom, to which you fly for covert, he erects his Thros 
* What you reckon your /creen is the bar of his tribunal. U-" 
„% member this: fland in awe, and fin not. Remember that t. 
great and terrible God ir about your path, when you take 50 
* midnight range; is about your bed, when you indulge the 10 
* defire z and /pres out all your ways, be they ever fo ſecretly © 
ducted, or artfully diſguiſed.” - 
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Can you endure, when God to theſe inquires, 
When flames of wrath ſhall quench your guilty fires ? 
When death ſhall once the conſcious part remove, 
Deny'd a place among the bleſt above; | 
What horrid dread to ſpy the pit of pain, 
When grace is gone, and juſtice ſtern ſhall reign; 
Soul-killing thought—there ever to remain ! 
As you would not with fiends and furies dwell, 
With flames and tortures in the lake of hell; 
Come not once nigh to the adult'rous bed, 
Which leads direct to chambers of the dead. 
O lend no ear to pleaſure's ſiren- ſong, 
For there her gueſts are lodg'd, a num'rous throng ! 
The harlot's paths lead down to caves of death, 
And premature her ſons oft yield their breath. 
Her commerce kills the body and the mind, 
And ſhe the ſtouteſt of the human kind 
Can wound, and, by that nauſeous commerce, ſlay— 
In ruin deep her darts ſtill myriads lay. 
Both death and hell are found within her arms; 
For once enamour'd of her fatal charms, 
Diſgrace, and wo perpetual are at hand, 
She wreaths for fools a baleful, laſting band. 
Thrice hapleſs ſouls, who yield their vital breath, 
Ere once acquainted with-a ſecond birth ; 
Ver whom this vice hath gain'd unbounded ſway, 
In ſuch ſhe ceaſeleſs tortures ſhall diſplay ! 
For what can purity beyond the grave, 
It Jeſusꝰ blood do not from guilt now fave? 
May grace their nature ere too late refine, 
And cauſe each lovely virtue there to ſhine; 


That 
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That they hereafter may aſcend to God, 

And bliſsful dwell in his ſublime abode! 

May Heav'n's pure fount now purge their ev'ry ſtain, 
Mature their virtue from each ſin reſtrain; 

Make them in Jeſus ey'ry way complete, 

And fit to worſhip humbly at his feet ! 

May God forbid, this vice ſhould ſtill defile, 
Britannia's ſons, with wo menace her iſle ; 

Spread dire contagion o'er her guilty race, 

Till fountains ſeal'd ſhall prove each mean of grace, 


O'ER pleaſure's ſmooth, but dang'rous ſtreamappear, 
The ſpoils of virtue, which demand a tear, | 
The floating wrecks of ruin'd innocence; 

So many trophies to o'erpow'ring ſenſe. 

Ye monſt'rous wretches of the human race, 

Who hunt for females of ſuperior grace, 

With helliſh view, their deareſt pride to ſtain, 
Yet leave, when humbled, to remorſe and pain; 
Who can, by arts of feigned love, enſnare, 

Till once allur'd the unſuſpecting fair, 

To gratify your worſe than brutal luſt ;— 

Ah! mark your victims levell'd to the duſt. 

+ Ye murd'rous throng, who ſport with human pain, 
Can wound the heart, whoſe love your arts did gain; 
Make thoſe thrice wretched in their early bloom, 
Yea more, expole them to an endleſs doom, 

Whom you are bound by ev'ry tie to ſpare, 
Nay, treat as objects of your deareſt care! 


Can 
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Can you the fruits of your baſe crimes ſurvey, 
Yet to redreſs the injur'd fair delay * 

Your broken yows recorded are on high, 

And for due vengeance to your Judge ſtill cry ; 


Who 


* A well-known author t, introduces a letter, wrote by a mother 
to a certain Nobleman, who had ſeduced her daughter, by the fol- 
lowing remarks : There are a fort of knights-errant in the world, 
« who, quite contrary to thoſe in romance, are perpetually ſeeking 
adventures to bring virgins into diſtreſs, and ta ruin innocence. 
When men of rank and figure paſs away their lives in theſe cri- 
« minal purſuits and practices, they ought to conſider, that they 
render themſelves more vile and defpicable than any innocent man 
can be, whatever low ſtation his fortune or birth have placed him 
in. Title and anceſtry render a good man more illuſtrious, bu 
an ill one more contempt ible. : 

% I have often wondered, that theſe deflowerers of inno- 
" cence, tho” dead to all the ſentiments of virtue and honour, 
Hare not reſtrained by compaſſion and humanity. To bring ſor- 
row, confuſion, and infamy into a family; to wound the heart of 
« a tender parent, and ſtain the life of a poor deluded young wo- 
„man with a diſhonour that can never be wiped off, are circum- 
* ſtances, one would think, ſufficient to check the moſt violent paſ- 
* fion in a heart which has the leaſt tincture of pity and good na- 
"ture, Would any one purchaſe the gratification of a moment at 

dear a rate? and entail a laſting miſery on others, for ſuch a 
© tranſient ſatĩsfaction to himſelf ; nay, for a ſatisfaction that is ſure, 
" at ſome time or other, to be followed with remorſe,” 

A late judicious writer, deſcribing the nature of preſumptuous 
lins ; has ſome remarks which too juſtly apply to daring ſinners of 
this vileſt ſort, theſe beaſts of prey in human form:—* The ſame 
may be faid of whoremongers and adulterers, whom God will 
Judge ;“ namely, that their crimes muſt in every cafe be preſump- 
tuous. For tho? ſuch tranſgreſſors commonly plead the violence 
© of temptation z yet, this of itſelf cannot excule from preſumption, 
© unleſs the temptation be ſo ſudden and ſurpriſing, that it gives the 
© perſon no leiſure to exerciſe his reaſon ; which I am perſuaded is 
ſeldom or never the caſe. 'Theſe works of darkneſs are uſually gone 
4 about with greater caution and ſecrecy than are conſiſtent with 
; mere paſſion, ſo that reaſon hath been employed, tho” in a wrong, 
: way: and this is one of thoſe ingredients that render fin pre- 
lumptuous,” 
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1 Who ſhall ere long ſtrike the deſerved blow, 
Unleſs true penitence does timeous flow. 

Beware, ye Fair, of this perfidious race, | 
Leſt, when too late, you mourn your deep diſgrace ; 
Your fall from honour's height to ruthleſs ſhame, 
Which brings a laſting odium on your name. 
Beware, they roam, {till ſeeking to devour, 
Whom they can lure, like fiends, into their pow'r; 
For all their vows are meant but to decoy 
Their prey, which caught, like tygers they deſtroy, 
At plays they ogle, at the ring they be, 

Ex'n churches are no ſanctuaries now ;” 
They lure their prey by tender ſtrokes of art; 
| To bribe your reaſon, and miſlead the heart. 
14 | Prize, and improve, with care, in early youth, 
1 Each modeſt charm of virtue, faith, and truth, 
Of wiſdom, purity, their worth untold, 


W By far excels the fine Peruvian gold: 

| For beauty's faireſt bloſſom quickly dies, 

1 _ Tho" this may pleaſe us, tis the fruit we prize. 

\ 5 Forbid, the boaſt of your dear Parents race, 

| | | Should on their houſe reflect ſuch deep diſgrace : 
NE Let not th' alluring charms of lawleſs love, 


Tempt to forget the Pow'r who reigns above. 
Shame and remorſe the guilty breaſt annoy, 
And ſtill ſucceed the blaze of ſtained joy. 
The ſcenes of pleaſure paſt, theſe ſtill remain, 7 
Yea, haunt, like ghoſts, and ſhall infli& freſh pain. 15 
Be warn'd, ye Fair, and ſhun ſo dread a fate, 1 
What countleſs woes illicit love await! * 
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Its luſcious draughts the human mind enthral, 
Their ſweeteſt potions ſoon are turn'd to gall. 
Chaſte pleaſures fly from guilt on rapid wing, 
Amid her choiceſt flow'rs fell vipers ſting. 
Tho! youth entice, {till dread what virtue ſtains, 
No joys indulge producing laſting pains. 
Tho' man enſnare, in vain to him you turn, 
The gem he ſtole, unmov'd he'll hear you mourn; 
Nay, brutal paſſions into hate will riſe, 
When once ſecur'd the long-purſued prize *. 
A female's honour ſoil'd, what can repair? 
The ſtains contracted, cleave ſtill to the fair; 
For man, tho' partial to his baſer kind, 
To theſe in woman he is ſeldom blind. 

Beware of What would you to vice allure, 
And ſtill be cautious, if you would be pure. 
Who once can bide to view her hideous face, 
Are well nigh won, and will ere long embrace. 
While the infidious mirror lures the eye, 


a5 irom a peſt, from the dear image fly ; 
+ 8 Leſt 
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* In what a ſtriking manner hath this been verified in the in- 
mous conduct of wicked Amnon towards his ſiſter Tamar! The 
pcred hiſtorian tells us, that Amnon hated her exceedingly ; 
ſo that the hatred, wherewith he hated her, was greater than 
the love wherewith he had loved her.” 2 Samuel xiii. 15. 
ile, ungrateful, and worle than brutal, as this tranſition and 
$ Iruits are, yet how many copy his example, abandoning thoſe 
wy have once ſeduced to all the dire extremes of indigence 
ad miſery! Divine juſtice will infallibly purſue them ; for tho? 
59 eſcape puniſhment from men, yet a fin-avenging God will not 
ud them to eſcape his righteous judgment; the viſitation of which 
en marks their iniquity in ſuch legible characters, as if written 
An a un- beam. 
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Leſt pride ſhould captivate, and rule the mind, 
And all her kindred train free acceſs find. 
The pride of virtue, or of beauty's ſway, 
Portends a fall, and for it paves the way; 
While humble, modeſt worth abides the ſtorm, 
And grace the fair to angels ſhall transform. 
What God hath made you, cannot ſure degrade, 
To nature's charms add thoſe which never fade ; 
For by the lovely beauties of the mind, 
All the external features are refin'd ; 
While pride, and kindred paflions mar the face, 
Yea, ſadly tarniſh it's each faireſt grace. 
Not few whom pleaſure's ſons hail all divine, 
Tho! bright as jewels, are in heart like ſwine ; 
Their beauty ſtain'd, by ſins of odious dye, 
Deceitful arts to pleaſe, and lure they try. 
With your own charms, ye Fair, be ſtill content, 
Nor once eflay to add to theſe by paint &. 
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* The learned Judge on the bench, in his charge to the Jurys 
a late trial for the ſeduction of a married woman, or what the! 
terms Crim. Con. hath told us, That the uſe of paint has now becal 
univerſal, and quite common among the female ſex! The action! 
brought by a Richard Moreſom the younger, a gentleman of f 
FE | tune and character in Yorkſhire, againſt one Clarke, the defenda 
ns a a perſon of property, and a magiſtrate, refiding in the ſame pi | 
1 to recover damages, for having ſeduced and taken away the "ly : 
| of the plaintiff. Such conduct was the more criminal in the E 
cer, he being 50 years of age, and having an amiable wife 0! 8 | 
. own, and four children by her. This atrocious crime rece1v00 þ 
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farther aggravation from the public character he ſuſtained as 21 [t 
giſtrate, alſo as being committed under that very roof where 15 
was often entertained as a friend, and had viſited in habits cd al 


riQeſt friendſhip, When this ſhameful and perfidious practice © 


a practice which ſtrikes at the root of private happineſs, re 
| moral 
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Would you preſerve your name and honour pure, 
Avoid whatever would to vice allure. 
Fair virtue's charms ſtill decorate the face, 
Make beauty's ſelf appear with brighter grace. 
We call in foreign aid, theſe not poſſeſs'd, 
But, ah! their worth cannot be fo replac'd. 
We never lacker the refined gold, 
But toys, that hence they may to fools be ſold. 
The wiſe cannot with tinſel-glare be caught, 
What's fair to view, not ſeldom is found naught. 

Can real beauty need illuſive aid? 
Tis but defects we throw into the ſhade. | 
All thoſe, who paint, their want of charms bewray, 
We borrow not till our own funds decay. 

= S 2 Such 


morality, and the well-being of ſociety, comes to prevail, as of late; 
does it not afford a melancholy proof of our ſad degeneracy ? In the 
above caſe, the Jury gave verdict for the plaintiff, 3 500 damages, 
This ſum, tho? conſiderable, is, however, to a man of fortune, no 
real puniſhment, Atrocious as theft is, and deſerving of juſt chaſ- 
tiſement ; yet there is no compariſon betwixt ſtealing a little of a 
man's property, and ſeducing the wife of his boſom, by artifice, ad- 


[, 


ry 0 Crels, and every expedient enflamed paſſions can inſpire ; and, not- 
ie | mthitanding, we ſee the former puniſhed with death, perhaps when 
econ dere is no repetition of the crime, or obſtinate perſeverance in it, 
"0 8 while the latter is ſuffered to paſs with a pecuniary mult, It was 
of fo not ſo under the Moſaic inſtitution; nor was it ſo even among Hea- 


ndat then nations, who had ſach a ſenſe of the enormous guilt, and per- 
ious conſequences of adultery, as to make it puniſhable by death. 
e 1 It would be uncandid to conſtrue the lenity where with the perpe- 
trators of this heinous crime are treated into a ſenſe of ſimilar guilt 
| in the breaſt of Judge and Juries, or a ſecret predelection for ſuch 
ezved practices ; yet is it evident the cauſe and blame muſt lie ſomewhere. 
It is much to be wiſhed, that the puniſhment of crimes were, as far 
0 pollible, proportioned to their nature, magnitude, and effects; of 
* __ mu muſt be allowed to be the belt Judge, and his word 
belt rule. 


— 


{ = m. 
2 * — — * 
* 3 3 
9 4 
9 — — — "S 
y - , x o . * 


- — — G 


— — 


- 
* 
—— — —— 


C 
— Ld 
. me — 
— < — 2 . 
PC. nay. —— — — 0 
- 7 — 
8 e * — = 
— 


x 


71 

1 
1 

, 

7 

6 þ 
5 


140 A MONITORY - 


Such efforts muſt proceed from ſome deſign, 
What this may be, not hard is to divine “*. 

In ſocial life, what ills each where abound ! 
Defects in duty, or offences found; 


Negled 


In the courſe of the trial referred to in the preceding note, 
the Counſel for the defendant urged, in extenuation of his crime, 
That the lady in queſtion painted, with too apparant view to allure 
him into the ſnare. No doubt, he might too juſily infer, that, wher 
married women gave into this practice, ſome ſuch thing mult be 
the motive. Bad as the men are, there would not, in all probs. 
bility, be ſo many ſeductions, did not the /ev:ty of the other ſex es- 
courage them, If there be too few of Joſeph's character, whether 
among the married or ſingle of the male ſex; it is to be feared, 
the number of our Zucretas is not, perhaps, exceeding great. 

We read in ſcripture of ſome that uſed paint, no doubt with de. 
ſign to be admired for their charms; yet was it with expreſs marks 
of the divine diſapprobation. Jezebel, ſo much noted for her wick- 
edneſs and idolatry, is ſaid to have practiſed this Muſi ve art—* ]e- 
zebel,” ſaith the fired hiſtorian, © painted her face, and tired her 
head, and looked out at a window 3”? and in this fituation did the 
juſtice of God overtake her, and bring to an ignominious end. 
2 Kings ix. 30. This very practice God ſpecifies in particular, by 
his prophet, as aiding to fill up the meaſure of his people's iniqui- 
ty, and mature them for deſerved ruin. He, at the ſame time, 
connects it with adultery—as leading to the commiſſion of that 
crime; and with idolatry, which is ſpiritual whoredom, *© Thou 
paintedſt thy eyes, and deckeſt thyſelf with ornaments.” Ez, 
xxiii. 40. We alſo find another prophet thus concluding a tolemn 
deſcription of the awful effects of the divine diſpleaſure againit an. 
cient Iſrael—“ When thou art ſpoiled, what wilt thou do? tho 
thou clotheſt thyſelf with crimſon, tho? thou deckeſt thee with or. 
naments of gold, tho? thou rente thy face with painting, in vail 
{halt thou make thyſelf fair; thy lovers will deſpiſe thee, they 
will ſeek thy life.“ Jer. iv. 20. - 

If there be nothing particularly criminal in this practice, as the 
Judge alluded to above was pleaſed to affirm, from theſe pallages 
however, it does not appear to be either very innocent in itlelt, a 
harmleſs in its conſequences, In Paris, (we have been told,) a l 
is excluded from their patriotic ſocieties, if it is diſcovered that ſh 
uies paint. Can our fair country-women then chuſe any longer te 


* 
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Neglect of parents, children's'perverſe port, 
Unfaithful menials, who their maſter hurt; 
Corrupt ſuperiors, void of pious care, 


Who ſet a pattern fitted to enſnare ! 
What 


aye a practice, which thoſe from whom they borrow it now conſi- 
der as a diſgrace ? Would our Britiſh ladies, who have umver/ally 
adopted the uſe of paint, (if we may credit the above information, ) 
and are ſo apt to pique themſelves on dreſs and finery, but peruſe 
with care what the Lord faith of the character and puniſhment of 


the Jewiſh ladies of faſhion, could they ſo value themſelves on ſuch 


tinſel ornaments? Moreover, the Lord faith, Becauſe the daugh- 
ters of Zion are haughty, and walk with ſtretched- forth necks, and 
wanton eyes, walking, and mincing as they go, and making a tink. 
ling with their feet: Therefore the Lord will ſmite with a ſcab the 
crewn of the head of the daughters of Zion, and the Lord will diſ- 
cover their ſecret parts. In that day the Lord will take away the 
bravery of their tinkling ornaments about their feet, and their cauls, 
and their rountires like the moon, the chains, and the bracelets, 
and the muſflers, the bonnets, and the ornaments of the legs, and 
the head-bands, and the tablets, and the ear-rings, the rings, and 
noſe-jewels, the changeable ſuits of apparel, and the mantles, and 
the wimples, and the criſping-pins, the glaſſes, and the fine linen, 
and the hoods, and the vails. And it ſhall come to paſs, that in- 
lesd of ſweet ſmell there ſhall be ſtink; and inſtead of a girdle, a 
rent; and inftead of well-ſet hair, baldneſs ; and 1nitead of a ſto- 
nacher, a girding of ſackcloth ; and burning, inſtead of beauty.” 
Ia. iii, 16,.— 24. Theſe things would, no doubt, feem very harth 
o thoſe to whom they were at firſt addrefled, and will ſtill be 
thought very rude and uncourtly by the gay and modill.; vet were 
they awfully verified in the courſe of divine providence z and, con- 
idering the ſpeaker, need any apology be made for recommending 
hem to the ſerious attention of our fair country-women? No per- 
lonal charms, no external finery, no not even the apparent innocence 
9: virgins, can ſcreen from the divine vengeance, if they are ſtil! 
loud to poſſeſs, in the ſenſe and language of ſcripture, the charac- 
ter of fochfh virgint; for ſuch will the great Lord and Judge of all 
it laſt addreſs, when the door of mercy is for ever ſhut, © Veri 
hay unto you, I know you not.” Mat. XXV. 12. Theſe ancient 
Games of faſhion were not under greater obligations to Heaven than 
our highly favoured Britiſh females down to the meaneſt of them; 


nd ſhould theſe be found to equal, or exceed thoſe in levity and 
vie, 
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What parents cruel as the beaſts of prey, 
Or teach, or leave their children till to ftray ! 


Hence theſe in wicked courſes heedleſs run, 


By their example, or negle& undone. 
| No 


vice, how can they hope to eſcape their fate, or a more ſevere doom 
in the world to come ? 

Would it not too much extend this note, I find myſelf inclined 
to tranſcribe ſome judicious thoughts on this ſubje&, from Socrates, 
that eminent ſage of antiquity. He introduces his friend reaſon- 
ing with his wife, about the impropriety of uſing certain paints, in 
order to make herſelf appear more fair and ruddy than nature had 
made her; tho” all with a view to pleaſe her huſband. After ſe. 
veral pleaſant remarks on both fides, he concludes by telling her, 
* Believe me much leſs delighted with the colours of Cerus and 
* Vermilion, than with the taint nature herſelf has given you. The 
© pure and unpainted body of a woman is ever moſt acceptable to 
* a man, who mult chiefly delight in her own natuxal complexion, 
© Theſe, deceits may, perhaps, impoſe upon ſtrangers, ſo that they 
may not percieve them; but, to hoſe who are always with them, 
Da number of things may daily occur to betray the counterfeit 
** complexion *.” His reaſoning is perfectly jult, for paint is 
thrown away on a good complexion, and the uſe of it, indeed, be- 
trays a diffidence of their own native charms, But is it to pleale 
a parent, or a huſband, that our modiſh dames paint, tho? for ei. 
ther to be pleaſed with ſuch an acquiſition would not argue much 
, Favour of their good ſenſe? or is it from motives leſs Jaud- 

le ? g 

An inſpired writer will teach them a more honourable aud c:- 
fectual mean of ſecuring univerſal eſteem ; however repugnant i! 
may appear to the connoifleurs of faſhion—* I will, that women. 
dorn themſelves in modeſt apparel, with ſhame-facedneſs and {v- 
briety : not with broidered hair, or gold, or pearls, or collly array, 
but, (which becometh women profeſſing godlineſs,) with good works,” 
* Whoſe adorning, let it not be that outward adorning, of plaiting 
the hair, and of wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel: but let 
it be the hidden man of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, 
even the ornament of a meek and quiet ſpirit, which is in the fight 
of God of great price. For after this manner in the old time, th: 


holy women alſo who truſted in God adorned themſelves, being 
il 


* Socrates? Memorable Things, 
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No wonder then youth fail in filial love, 
And diſobey th' Eternal Pow'r above. 
That this too much prevails within our laud, 
Facts, mour ful facts, atteſt on ev'ry hand. 
Unfaith- 


in ſubjection unto their own huſbands,” 1 Tim, ii. 8, 9, 1 Pet. 
1. 3, 4, 5 

The cr TP contained in this and the preceding note, were oc- 
caſioned by a paragraph in the papers, and might have been intro- 
duced, perhaps with greater propriety, connected with the ſtrictures 
on the female ſex, had not that part of the Addreſs been thrown 
off before it appeared. They are not, however, diſconnected from 
the vice of impurity ; for the arts here reprobated are leſs apt to 
conciliate honourable love, than to feed the infectious flames of 
looſe deſire. 


Ol ſhall be excuſed for tranſcribing here ſome judicious counſels, 
reſpecting ſeveral branches of luxury, which one who well knew 
the world, and moved in a high ſphere in life, gave to his own ſon, 
when about to enter on that active ſcene. © You mult fly, (ſays 
© he,) the exceſſes of that enchantreſs pleaſure, Pleaſure, when it 
becomes our buſineſs, makes buſineſs a torment; and it is as im- 
* poſſible to purſue both, as to ſerve God and Mammon. You may 
perhaps think this leſſon hard to learn; but it is, nevertheleſs, the 
"reverſe of the prophhet's roll; and if bitter in the mouth, is ſweet 
*1n the belly. 

* Exceſs is a pleaſurable evil, that ſmiles and ſeduces, enchants 
and deſtroys, Fly her very firſt appearance then: it is not ſafe 
to be within the glance of her eye, or ſound of her voice; and, 
if you once become familiar with her, you are undone. Let 
me further add, that ſhe wears a variety of ſhapes, and all plea- 
sing, all accommodated to flatter our appetite, and inflame our 


_ *defires, 


To the epicure ſhe preſents delicious banquets; to the baccha- 
nal, ſtore of exquiſite wines; to the ſenſualiſt, his ſeraglio of miſ- 
treſſes; to each, the allurement he is moſt prone to; and to all, a 
' pleaſing poiſon that not only impairs the body, but Rupifies the 
mind, and makes us bankrupts of our lives, as well as our credits 
and eſtates, 

Above all things then, be temperate, And, firſt, in eating. 
One expenſive mouth will wear out ſix pair of hands: and a ſhil- 
ling will appeaſe the wants of nature more effectually, as well as 

more innocently, than a pound. This caution deſerves your at- 

T * tention 
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Vnfaithful huſbands, prodigal, unkind, 
Wives laviſh, vain, to their own int'reſt blind; 


Unmeet for other in the preſent ſtate, 
They forward, and enhance their future fate. 
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* tention ſo much the more, as you are ſtationed in a city t, where 
© one of the reigning vices is the riot of a prodigal table; a rict 
that has been ſeverely inveighed againſt by our more abſtemiou 
*neighbours, and which even an effeminate Aſiaſtic would bluſh to 
* be reproached with. | | 

* But, however injurious this kind of exceſs may be to the body, 
© or the purſe, it is not ſo criminal in many reſpects, as that of li. 
* ving only to be a thoroughfare for wine and frong drink, For he 
* that places his ſupreme delight in a tavern, and is uneaſy till he 
* has drank away his ſenſes, renders himſelf ſoon unfit for every thing 
* elle: frolic at night is followed with pains and ſickneſs in the 
morning; and then, what was before the poiſon, is adminiſtered a 
the cure: ſo that a whole life is often waſted in this expenſive 
* phrenzy ; poverty itſelf only cutting off the means, not the incl. 
nation; and a merry night being ſtill eſteemed worth living for; 
* tho? fortune, friends, and even health itſelf, have deſerted us; 
* nay, tho' we are never mentioned, but with contempt and diſgrace, 
and to warn others from the vices that have been our undoing. 
When you are moſt inclined to ſtay another bottle, be ſure to go. 
That is the moſt certain indication which can be given, that you 
have drank enough. The moment after, your reaſon, like a falle 
friend, will deſert you, when you moſt need its aſſiſtance: you 
© will be ripe for every miſchief, and more apt to reſent, than fol. 
* low any good counſel that might preſerve you from it. 

There is, likewiſe, an intemperance in dreſs ; which, tho? not 
© ſo blameable or dangerous as either of the others, is neverthelels 
worth your care to avoid. Tho” this folly is not of Engliſh growth, 
© it agrees ſo well with the ſoil, that it flouriſhes rather more here, 
than where it firſt ſprung up. Pretenders at court, frequenter 
* of public places of reſort, and thoſe who dazzle the ladies, firſt a- 
dopted the faſhion ; and from them, tho? with ten- fold abfurdi- 
* ty, it has ſpread to the inns of court, and Roya/ Exchange. Vreſs 
is, at beſt, but a female privilege ; and, in men, argues both levi- 
* ty of mind, and effeminacy of manners. But, in a citizen, an af- 
fectation of this kind is never to be pardoned : in him it is a vice 


* as well as a folly, as opening a door to extravagance, which 11 
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Theſe adverſe draw in the connubial yoke, 
Till each endearing tie is, ah! quite broke. 
Too many menials are there, who injure 


Their maſter's name, and goods, yet won't endure 
Reproof 


falls to be attended with ruin: and the prudent never care to deal 
'with a man who mult injure either them or himſelf, Wherever 
there is a woman in a family, there is a natural iſſue for all the 
'expence that can be ſpared on that article: and that poor wretch 
'muſt have a miſerable head, who would inflame his wife's follies 
'by his own. In ſhort, Son, to lay out money in fine clothes, may 
de juſtified in fortune-hunters, becauſe it is their ſtock in trade; 
but in no body elſe: the wall in the ſtreet, or ſome little defer- 
'ence, where you are not 4nown, being all the advantages attend- 


Jg it; and, where you are, abſurd finery is no more regarded, 


than a poor player on the ſtage in the robes of a prince. The fop, 
bo came into the preſence of Henry VIII. with an hundred te- 
'nements upon his back, would have had twice as many hats off, 
* he had annually put the rents into his pocket. It is, therefore, 
viſdom to wear ſuch apparel as ſuits your condition, not ſordid 
and beggarly, or foppiſh and conceited ; agreeable to what the 
poet puts in the father's mouth, ſpeaking to his fon of his habit, 
"which he adviſes to be rich, no! gaudy, or expreſſed in fancy." 

To the above may be juſtly added, That the rage for finery in 
irels hath pervaded the very loweſt claſſes of the people. The ſer- 
nt. me ĩd. in this reſpe&, muſt, forſooth, ape her miſtreſs; and ſo 
ett things above her ſtation, that one is tempted to think ſuch 
curavagance cannot be ſupported by their own honeſt labour. Thoſe 
wo begin ſo early to wear, like the ſnail, all they have ia the world 
tn their own back, give little reaſon to hope they will become in 
Mure frugal houſe-keepers, and helps meet for honeſt tradeſmen, 
if poor day-labourers : and hence, if the other ſex act from pru- 
&nticl motives in the choice of companions for life, no wonder ma- 
ot them ſhould be left to die old maids, 

The Apoſtle exhorts, Let your moderation be known unto all 
den, the Lord is at hand :” and adds, Every man that ſtriveth 
« the maſtery is temporate in all things.” Phil. iv. 5. 1 Cor. ix. 
, In what pathetic ſtrains does he lament the neglect of this 
ortition !—* For many walk, of whom I have told yuu often, 
os tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the 
als of Chriſt ; Whole end is deſtruction, who/e God is their belly, 
nc whole glory is in their ſhame, who mind earthly things.” Phil. 


"1,19. To this ſource may be traced the many bankruptcies 


uch daily take place, and the impriſonment of luch vaſt numbers 
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Yea, ſends her vanquiſh'd flayes in ſhoals to hell; 
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Reproof, or counſel, thro' vain pride of heart, 


Too oft they act the ſlothful ſervant's part. 


Neglect of mafters, and their impious ways, 
While vice and folly ſtill engroſs their days, 
Make ſervants faithleſs, and of haughty port, 
Unaw'd of God, of paſſions, vile the ſport. 
Vice, by theſe means, does ſtill her triumphs (ell 


While 


for debt, whoſe life becomes uſeleſs to themſelves, to the public 
and their connections. The Attorney General lately told us, in 1 
debate of the Houſe of Commons, That there were upwards of thr. 
ty thouſand priſoners confined thronghout the different jails of the 
kingdom for debt ; a greater number than has ſometimes formed 
flouriſhing lates. This being the caſe, no wonder the number & 
thoſe who yearly fail in their circumſtances, or become bankruyt 
ſhould ſwell to ſome hundreds, and that they ſhould be till on the 
increaſe f. What a ſad proof and picture of the extravagance and 
profligacy of our manners! Is there not hence, too much truth and 
juſtice in the follow ing deſcription of modern politeneſs, which ap 
peared {ome time ago in a news-paper ? 

The modern meaning of the word politeneſs is a ſmart equi 
© page—a ſingularity in dreſs—a taſte for Italian operas and cots 
* certs—a good ſtock of impudence—a knowledge of cards, and i 
© large quantity of paint: And, without theſe, neither man nor wo: 
© man is accounted a proper perſon to be admitted into the circle 
of faſhion. As to good ſenſe, learning, honour, hoſpitality, and 
© ſuch old-faſhioned lumber, they are not even bearable, Here 
© it is that our men of quality, at their firſt ſtep into life, comment 
© ſpendthrifts, and at their exit generally die beggars; and thus 
« fins of the fathers are viſited upon the children. 

© To be polite, as the world now goes, introduces extravagance 
© extravagance begets indolence—indotence is the parent of debt 
and debts unpaid produce ruin. We have innumerable inſtance 
at this moment, of gentlemen figuring away in the firſt companies 
© who owe tens of thouſands, and poſleſe not fo much as would p 
their creditors one half-penny in the world. They firſt get in 
debt, and then into Parliament to Keep them out of goal. Whe 
things come to ſuch a paſs, what can we expect but inevitable ruip 
unlels prevented by a ſpeedy reformation ? 


+ In the year 1790 the number of bankruptcies in Britain, as 7 | 
5 an * 


the papers, was 657, being 72 more than the preceding year 
from the merchant down to the meaneſt mechanic. 


ADDRESS, 147 


While crimes abound of a deep, crimſon hue, 
Which each revolving day does but renew. 
Hence, numbers make a fatal, ſhameful end, 
And impious tenets all their aid ſtill lend. 
Domeſtic ſcenes a nurſery muſt prove, 
To plant the ſhades below, or climes above. 
When theſe the cauſe of irreligion ſerve, 

rel May Heav'n benign from their effects preſerve ! 


nile WHAT various forms does vice each where aſſume, 
ble What myriads of our race does ſhe conſume, 
dy means ſtill flatt'ring to the human eye, 
Let diſapproved of the Pow'r on high! 
met To trace their ſum, their ev'ry trait recount, 
Would all the pow'rs of utterance ſurmount. 
" the Enough is ſeen, if we are taught to hate 
What would accelerate Britannia's fate ; 
bt taught in time theſe fatal paths to ſhun, 
In which, alas! too many thoughtleſs run. 

Ah! does not Luxury our land aſſail, 
Yea, o'er all ranks with boundleſs ſway prevail! 
[ts baleful effects ſuch, what tongue can tell, 
They in their guilt and number daily ſwell ? 
Tho' patient Heav'n ſhould ſtill protect our iſle, 
Increaſe our wealth by his protracted ſmile; 
Yet ſuch this vice, how can webe but poor! 
Her thouſand mouths would all that wealth devour, 
Whence haughty heirs, whoſe vaſt and ample ſtore 
A line of frugal ſires improv'd before, 
Not ſeldom ſee all dwindle to an end, 
Lan aught ſupply what luxury would ſpend ? 

2 Tho 
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Tho” God be lib' ral, and ſtill load their board, 


Give, one would think, nigh an exhauſtleſs hoard ; 


They ſhare his bounty void of pious care, 
How can their table then but prove a ſnare * 


From grateful hearts no votive prailes riſe, 


Within their domes to the propitious ſkies. 

Fed at his board, protected by his care, 

They yet preſent him not the tithe of pray'r. 

Of divine favours, they are but the tomb, 

Which ſtill cries give, in order to conſume, 
While to their Author's praiſe theſe never bloom. 
Ah! tho' they ſhare earth's goods in ample ſtore, 


Too rarely teel they for the fick and poor, 


Whoſe wants and pains in vain may urge and call, 

For they can prove both deaf and blind to all; 

While folly's claims obtain a quick return, 

Tho' high and laviſh, theſe they never ſpurn. 
When this deyourer hath conſum'd the prey, 


She prompts her thralls to each unhallow'd way. 
What 


* « The proſperity of fools ſhall deſtroy them.” David faith, Les 
their table be made a ſnare, and a trap, and a ſtumbling- block, and 
a recompence unto them.” Prov. i. 32. Rom. xi. 9. This, in tte 
original text, from which the Apoſtle quotes it, like many other 
ſeeming imprecations in ſcripture, is not ſo much a prayer 
as a prediction, or threat, and might be ſo rendered. Do not 
many fit down to partake of the bounties of Providence, with # 
little ceremony as the ox to his fodder, not once acknowlec! 
ing their bountiful Benefactor. Or if they ſeem to do it, yet 15"! 
only in ſuch a manner as implies an inſult both to him, and to the 
company, muttering over a word or two in the moſt irreverent mit 
ner. They ſeem to forget the exhortation which faith, © Whether 
therefore ye eat or drink, or whatſoever ye do, do-all to the glotz 
of God.” 1 Cor. x. 31. To have no higher ends ia theſe and the 
like natural actions. than merely to gratify animal appetites, 15 © 
degrade our nature to a level with the inferior creatures, . hich art 
capable of the fame ends. 


ADDRESS. 149 


What baſe expedients will not theſe oft try, 

If by their means they can gain freſh ſupply. 
Hence, gaming reigns, and many a knavith art, 
The laft reſource of a corrupted heart. 

Hence ſome, once rich and great, mere beggars dic, 


Thrice wretched here, nor having hope on high *. 
Suppoſe 


* The Public were lately told, That an Engliſh Baronet, one of 
| the oldeſt by creation, having reduced himſelf to extreme indigence, 
by the too faſhionable vices of gaming and diffipation, his remains 
were kept above ground till money could be got to defray the 
charge of his funeral. How juſt that ancient axiom, Virtue is the 

rug nobility, while vice entails diſgrace, poverty, and wo! 

At a time when the prevalence of luxury, the love of falſe plea- 
fare, and the pride of life, unite but too ſucceſsfully their fatal in- 
fluence, in ſeducing ſo many of all conditions to live above the rank 
Providence aſſigns them in ſociety; every caution and admonition 
224inſt theſe, and diſſuaſive from them, mult be ſeaſonable, and me- 
tit our attentive regard. The young and unexperienced, who are 
molt apt to be caught with the glare of exterior ſhew, molt liable 
to fall into the diffipations of pleaſure, and molt apt to be infected 
mth the contagion of evil example, ſtand more peculiarly in need 
of friendly advice, in regard to prudential management. Exam- 

hat ple is, however, more efficacious than precept; for tho? the aged 
ind more experienced thould inſt ruct and admoniſh them on this 
head, what will their inſtructions and admonitions avail, ſhould their 
dun practice habitually take a quite oppoſite direction? More than 
tare advice is neceſſary to ſtem the prevailing torrent, and prevent 
wwary youth from being carried away with it. O that the many 
utter conſequences of a diſſolute courſe would lead all ranks, ages, 
ind conditions, firmly to oppoſe it, and cautiouſly to avoid every 

Inlet to it! 9 
Wich great propriety therefore does one F thus remonſtrate againſt 
it, and ſuch as indulge to it. What are the fruitsof /uxury, /erſuality, 
ad intemperance * Diſeaſe preying upon your vitals; at the ſame 
me that your morals are vitiated, yuur whole frame is enervated,” 
" the whole head is fick, the whole heart is faint.” *©* What are 
ine fruits of waſte, profuſion, and extravagance ? Want and po- 
rerty, and a train of conſequences, no leſs fatal to your fortune, 
* than 


1 TE, . * . m . * — . * 
Dr v atkinſon, in his Eſſay upon Oeconomy, 2 ſmall tract which contains 
many excellent prudential maxuns. 
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(their probily. They fancy they preſerve an influence, which, 


He, therefore, that gives into profuſene/r, muſt not he be deſtitute 


: 
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Suppoſe not once, the rich are bleſt alone, 
What labour take they to enjoy their own! 
To feel their ſtore, they foreign aid requeſt, 
Yea, numbers call to aid them to be bleſt! 
Ah! poor ſolace, to hear their glory told! 
They ſtill are indigent mid all their gold. 


Let 


* than the other to your health, Can we count that perſon happy 
* who hath weed his fubRMance with riotous living? No. In the 
* nature of things it is incompatible. His mind cannot be at eaſe; 
without are aſperſions and reproaches ; within are fear and confu- 
* flon! View him in all his connexions, and you will find him e- 
* qually miſerable, looking in vain for that reſpect which he hath for. 
* feited by his conduct. Which of the two can be properly ſaid to cn. 
roy life, the prudent, temperate perſon, who lives within his income ? 
* or the voluptuary and the ſenſualiſt, who run beyond it? For each 
counts the life of the other madneſs. The voice of reaſon will 
decide; and experience has ſet to its ſeal, that this teſtimony is 
true. We ſee every day the pernicious effects of profu/enc/s, and 
* whereto it will ultimately tend. Frugality is the ſtrongeſt ſafe. 
guard to fidelity: extravagance, on the other hand, is often cb- 
* ſerved to be antecedent to breach of truſt. Had not the ſteward 
in the goſpel wa/ted the ſubſtance of his Lord, it is very probable, 
* having no inducement to the contrary, he would have maintained 
* his integrity. Several inſtances concur to point out this truth, 
* which is in itſelf obvious. Want is the certain conſequence of 
* waſte 5 and the ſhame which ariſes from a ſenſe of poverty, 1s 
* an impulſe to /upp/y by low ſchemes the deficiencies occaſioned 
by extravagance, and to cover their zndigence at the expence © 


© when exerted, they find themſelves miſtaken; and under the di 
* lemma, in order as they vainly imagine, to retrieve their former 
importance, are tempted to a breach of truſ{—to violate the rules 
of uſlice, and to purſue mean artifices. I need but produce ce 
* inſtance, (and that a ſtriking one,) the celebrated Lord Verulan. 


* of thought? void of all reflexion? Certainly : The expreſſion 0! 
the Evangeliſt confirms it—* When he came to himſelfß; im. 
* plying, that his former conduct was heady, raſh, aud precipitate, 
* when all the powers of reaſon lay. dormant, 
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Yet, while with wealth the worſt of men abound, 
Are not admiring, fawning crowds {till found, 
Who, to their ſeats, can ſervile viſits make, 
If but their ſmiles and pelf they may partake ? 
At will, for them, their tongue may proudly talk, 
And thro? the earth in lies and ſlander walk; 
= 


© Moderation is neceſſary at all ſeaſons, but never more required 
than when the mind is elated with ſucceſs. Then is the cri- 
' tical time, and then it is highly requiſite to keep a ſtrict guard o- 
ver the paſſions, leſt they get the aſcendancy over the reaſon, 
The example of the MVaelites is a ſufficient admonition to you 
in the ſacred hiſtory, as that of the Romans is in the profane. 
Wich regard to the former, it was not without reaſon that the 
© Great Lawgiver admoniſhed them to tate heed and beware, Deut. 
viii. when they were in the Zenith of their glory: He knew then 
vas the proper ſeaſon to inculcate the great duty of ſerious thought, 
* conſideration, and reflexion. As to the /atter, it is very evident 
the Romans loſt ground by every victory they gained after the 
* Carthagintan war. The reaſon is obvious: With the Provinces 
they added to their Empire, they brought in new ſpecies of luxu- 
, diſſoluteneſt of manners, and a mad emulation of all kinds of 
' profuſion and expence run thro? the Empire, and there was no check 
on the ambition of the people. | 

Take a view of ancient hiſtory, There you will find that the 
glory of a nation was never founded on the /uxury of the people; 
but, on the contrary, that it always conſiſted in di/cip/ine, temper- 
' ence, and the ſalutary maxims of virtue and moderation. Luxury 
always relaxes the ſinews of government. The reaſon is obvious. 
A depravity of taſte, and degeneracy of morals, are the natural 
' ellects of /uxury and diſſipation 5 and when the internal principles 
ot action are vitiated, the arts, ſciences, and every rational purſuit, 
' mult of conſequence decline. 

It is a retlexion, which, tho? with reluQtancy, Truth obliges 
me to make. A prevalence of luxury, the /ove of falſe pleaſure, 
and the pride of life tempts, (I had almolt ſaid,) all perſons to Jive 
abode the rank which they hold in ſociety, impelled in a great 
' meaſure by that prevarling vice , which ſo eaſily beſets the un- 
' guarded, is deſtructive of all moral;, induſtry, and order, and a ſli- 
'Tulus to every other vicious purſutt. 
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Yea, ſhoot their poiſon'd darts againſt the ſky, 

And Heav'n itſelf in blaſphemies defy. 

With theſe, they ever ſeem to hate and love, 

Applaud their taſte, and all their ways approve. 
In our great towns, this vice in ſtate appcars, 

And ev'ry where her gaudy trappings wears. 


Our 


In this particular, ſurely? © the former times were better than 
« theſe :”? If we view the general propenſity to gaiety, difipation, 
© and extravagance, which at pre/ent reigns in all conditions of lite, 
Luxury hath fatally ſpread its influence among thoſe middling parts 
© of the community, which heretofore were untainted. Dazzled 
* with the /a//e glitter of pomp and grandeur—eager to 9utvre each 
* other; their ſenſes are captivated with the diffolute maxims of 
luxury and pleaſure ; and no wonder, when they ſee thro' the me- 
dium of ambition and envy, that they reflect not on the improprie- 
* ty of conduct, the inequality of ſtation, or the proportion of re- 
venue. Certain it is, the manners of the people are inf\uenced by 
© the conduct of thoſe who move in a higher ſphere, The pattern 
they ſet, whether virtuous or vicious, is a model implicitely imi- 
© tated by thoſe that are in an inferior ſtation, What are the opi— 
* nions and practices of the Rulers, John vii. ? Was the queſtion ot 
* the ancient Phariſees, and the modern times are actuated by the 
* ſame motives. Cuſtom and education /ead the way, and à natural 
« diſpoſition prompts to it. Of this we have a ftriking proof in the 
* Lacedemonian Republic ; which, as a learned Heathen + informs 
* us, ſoon partook of the common fate of Empires, when 17s /cader: 
fell into a ſtate of degeneracy. Since theſe things are ſo, Luxu- 
* ry and profuſion, waſte, intemperance, and its concomitant train, 
* miſt therefore /r/ be baniſhed from the tables of the great, and 
* then we may hope to ſee frugality and ſobriety, induſtry and dil! 
* gence, reign among the inferior orders of men, and the happy 
fruits of ſuch conduct diffuſed thro? every member of ſociety. 

* Were the enjoyments of the voluptuary the foundation of truc 
* and ſolid happrneſs ; (for this is the object in view, tho? they mils 
their im,) there might be ſome pretence at leaſt for ſuch an cage! 
* purſuit of them. But in truth, the caſe is much otherwiſe : Fell 
city doth not make her abode with the /enſua/i/t, neither does the 


6 dc 


f Xenophon, 


U 


rut 
Ty 
ils 
per 
e1- 
the 


1 
e 


ADDRESS. 153 


Our men of trade affe at once to riſe, 

And, like the great, to figure in our eyes. 

Theſe ſtart their courſe where prudent traders end, 
And madly run, while confidence can lend ; 

While art or credit can reſource procure— 


Still leſs averſe to guilt than to ſeem poor, 
At 


dell in the houſe of fea/ting. The voluptuary is not the moſt hap- 
' py perſon in the world. For happineſs is a ſecret thing z—it de- 
' rends upon hidden cauſes zit cannot be acquired, nor is fo valu- 
able a purchaſe to be made, but by thought, reflexion, and the com- 
mand of their paſſions. Yet this is that generation, who (notwith. 
' ſanding all our remonſtrances) are wiſer in their own eyes than 
' ſeven men that can render a reaſon, They are born for pleaſure. 
They conſider it as the chief end of man; and look upon them- 
' {elves as ſent into this world, like the Leviathan, for paſtime and 
'recreation, The mind is loſt in a total tj of thought ; and, 
hen they come to themſelves, find nothing to ſupport or reſt up- 
don. So eager in their purſuits, that their driving is hike the dri- 
'ving of Jebu the fon of Nim/bi, They with. bold their heart from 
"joy. But mark well, O ye ſons of pleaſure! the denunciation 
'of God, by the mouth of his Prophet: Thrs /hall ye have of mine 
band; ye ſhall lie down in forrow. 

In this vaſt and beautiful ſyſtem of the univerſe, where not a 
'fingle atom ſands fill, where every part of the creation is employ- 
ed. can it be ſuppoſed with any colour of reaſon, that man, endu- 
ed with {uperior facclties is formed only to fit down to eat, and 
int, and rife up to play? Exod. Xxxii. Man was not made to 
de idle, but was intended from his original ſtate of innocence for 
"a ative life; and therefore, as ſoon as he was formed, he was 
{ent into the garden of Eden, to 71//, to dreſs, and to beep it. 

' To the- negle& of a regular method of education, and being 
trained up in a proper inſtitution and diſcipline, may, in a great 
meaſure, be imputed the d/pa119n and eætravagance of the modern 
ames. The ſalutary principles of Oeconomy arc, tor the molt part, 
either lightly regarded, or thro* a miſtaken notion become, by the 
generality of the world, an object of contempt ; and if conſidered 
in this light, it is not to be wondered, that this portant branch, 
0 indiſpenſibly neceſſary to reader all perſons happy in them- 
res, and uſeful members of ſociety, makes no part in the edu- 

cation 
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At home, abroad, ſhould we their port ſurvey, 
Would you ſuſpect them princes of a day? 

Gay. decked inſects flutt'ring in the ſun, 

Whoſe route of glory is next moment run? 

In dreſs, in equipage, in board, and port, 

In modith follies, and each gay reſort, 

The great they mimic, with each other vie, 
Can honeſt gains this ſhameful waſte ſupply ! 
When theſe ſerve not, in debt they heedlels run, 
Till the jail end the career ſo begun; 


Or they compound, and ſo commence anew, 


Take root, and ſpring like muſhrooms to our view. 
Thus 


* cation of their offspring, while the mind is pliant, and flexible, 
* and ſuſceptible of the beſt impreſſions. 

Fancy, taſte, and caprice, have invented an infinite number ct 
* ſupertluities, unknown to our anceſtors, and introduced many es. 
* penſive fo/lzes, under the notion of modern refinements. To con- 
trat the dęſires is the grand principle of human happrneſe,” Seck. 
eſt thou great things for thyſelf?” * The voice of enlightned res- 


hon, as well as ſcripture replies,“ “ Seek them not.” Jer. xv. 5, 


© Daily experience confirms hie truth, that he who waſtes his fub- 
* tance, when poſſeſſed of a moderate fortune, his finances would 
be equally ch,, if he had a more ample revenue; fo that, as 
Job obſerves, In the fuln?/s of bus fuffecteney he ſhall be in ſtrait. 

Such is the force and propriety of the above remarks, and the 
preſent need there is of line upon line, and precept upon precep! of 
this head, that I have rather exceeded in the extracts, but to do jul- 
tice to the exccllent little tract whence they are taken, would be 
to tranſcribe the whole. It is earneſtly wiſhed theſe detached hints 
may prove a word in ſeaſon to ſome, to diſſuade them from coun- 
tenancing, or indulging a growing evil, which has already pro 
ved fatal to myriads, and muit be prejudicial to all who give wa 
to it. 

The Reader is referred to the valuable piece ſubjoined to this 
Addreſs, where he will find ſome very juſt and ſpirited rictures 
on Britiſhi luxury, which, tho' written above fifty years ago, are doo 
applicable to the preſent faſhionable modes of living, that prove 4 
ruinous to many; indeed, perhaps more ſo than to thole which pre- 
vailed at that diſſipated period. | 
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Thus for a time in borrow'd plumes they ſhine, 
Till once their ſun to gloomy night decline. 
duch are the trophies luxury can boaſt, 
Yet theſe appear each where around our coaſt. 
4 fatal ſyrt *, theſe ſons of guile prepare, 
Which ſwallows thoſe entangl'd in their ſnare; 
Derours the fruits of their well-earned gain, 
And leaves themſelves in mis'ry to complain. 

This bird of prey her baneful wings o'erſpread, 
From wealth's proud ſummit to the vulgar herd. 
Ey'n poor mechanics crouch into her train, 
And to her maw preſent their weekly gain. 
Too oft do ſuch the Sabbath, ah! ſo ſpend, 
That ere 1t cloſe, they all their funds expend : 
The produce waſte ſtill of the week before, 
Ere they apply to earn a penny more. 
When ſuch to inns, to plays, and ſtews refort, 
And time conſume in frolics and in ſport ; 
it once ſtrange, they ſhould to theft betake, 
Tho' juſtice ſtill of ſuch examples make? 
When theſe, for pleaſure, wallow like the ſwine, 
Does it ſurpriſe, that they to riot incline; 
Indulge to excels, at their neighbour's coſt, 
While they of King and Conſtitution boaſt |? 
When things arrive at ſuch a mournful pals, 
When Britons can their fellows ſo harrals, 

U 2 Indulge 


* Syrtis, a quickſand. 


* This was ſhamefully verified in the late deſtructive riots at 
vrmingham 3 for the Xing, the Church, and the Conftitutron were 
nice the oftenſible pretext for committing the moſt unheard of out- 
ges, as if thoſe were in the mo(t immineat danger 
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Indulge to vices of the baſer kind, 


Which quench each noble feeling of the mind, 
Forgetful of the ſtrong and num'rous ties, 
Which bind to other, and bind to the ſkies; 
Should we not fear that ruin may be nigh— 
Such recompence from him who is Moſt High, 
As our united efforts can't defy ? 

But as to equipage, to dreſs and board, 
And all theſe follies riches can afford, 


The great and wealthy ſome excuſe may plead, 


Tho' in theſe laviſh courſes they ſhould lead, 
If they do not their revenues exceed. 

But what are all the charms of the above, 
Compar'd to acts of charity and love? 

W hat coſtly viands, and the richeſt wine, 
To theſe ſweet virtues which unfading ſhine ? 
W hat all the pomp of etiquette and dreſs, 


With all the reſt to Truth and Righteouſneſs ? 


For thoſe on whom the Lord of all confers 
Rich gifts, he conſtitutes his almoners. 


Theſe talents occupy till once he come, 


For he'll require each at the final doom. 


Ye Britons, mark, as due, your crowned Head, 


Who holds in temp'rance, as in rank the lead, 
Taught by his pattern ev'ry courſe decline, 


Which againſt health and morals ſtill combine. 


The Koyal Pair the beſt example ſet, 
Will this your emulation not beget *? 


O would 


2 Oeconomy, (ſays one, ) is equally required i in the Cabinet as 


in the Field; in public, in private Iiſe; in the ſupport of g 
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O would their Race, beholding this, improve, 
And riſe in virtue, as in birth, above! 
Then might we joy in their enliv'ning ray, 
While growing brighter to the perfect day. 
O that each liege would thence a leſſon draw, 
Be ſober, temp' rate, to themſelves a law; 
Still emulous to copy from the throne, 
Such virtues as humanity adorn! 

Tho' ſpendthrift debauchees abound each where, 
And taint, Britannia, with their crimes thy air: 
Yet ſons of ay'rice too infeſt thy foil, 
Earth-worms, who labour with inceſſant toil, 
T amaſs what thankleſs heirs profuſely waſte, 
The fruits of ſordid gains cannot long laſt, 
Poor miſers brooding o'er the growing heap, 
Halt-ſtarve their kin, perpetual vigils keep; 
Deny'd the pow'r t' enjoy their preſent ſtore, 
They ceaſeleſs ſigh, and breath for ſomething more. 
What fools, to graſp at ſhadows, quit a prize, 
Which not all India's richeſt treaſure buys 
A prize ſecur'd for ever in the ſkies! 
Hath wealth, or treaſure, once poſſeſs'd the pow'r, 
To purchaſe bliſs? or can theſe Heay'n ſecure? 

| Protract 


' ment itſelf. Here a great example preſents itſelf to you, of One 
5 the moſt //uftricus perſonages in the kingdom. In his way of 
„living, temperate and regular; inviolably preſerving that proprie- 
5, of character, which in Kings, who lead the taſte of the world, 

a diſtinguiſhed virtue; and ſo methodical in every branch of 
* Occonomy, that his attention deſcends to every object. In ſuch 
an age of d1fipation and extravagance, what may not we hope from 

the happy influence of ſuch an example? From the pattern of One, 


| ho, conſcious of being the Firlt in Power, is emulous of being 
the Firſt in Virtue,” 
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Protract of mortal life the ſcanty date, 

Their owners tend beyond the preſent ſtate ? 
Theſe gifts divine were ne'er procur'd with gold, 
From earth it ſprings, whate'er is bought or ſold, 
Let not the heart to traſh then be confin'd, 

Thy deſtin'd end, O man! ſtill bear in mind; 

Nor laviſh all its noble pow'rs on earth, 

But cry inceſſant for a ſecond birth ; 

A heav'nly portion which ſhall ne'er decay, 

But ſhine exhauſtleſs thro? eternal day. 

If love of gold engroſs the human breaſt, 

Is it once poſſible it can be bleſt? 

Wiſdom and Grace, nought elſe can bleſs the mind, 
Impart a happineſs they do not find. 

While gracious ſouls poſſeſs a flame divine, 
Enhance ev'n gold, and teach it how to ſhine ; 
Repute a hoarded treaſure but a load, 

Nor count their wealth their own till well beſtow'd: 
The ſordid churl, who madly doats on gold, 


Tho?” he acquire ſhould more than can be told, 
Amidſt the whole thrice wretched he appears, 


Is ſtill in want, and ſtill haraſs'd with fears. 
Amid the waſtes of time, the ſpoils of fate, 

The cares, the joys, and ſorrows of this ſtate, 

While mortals frame {o many airy ſchemes, 

Death may at once deſtroy their golden dreams. 

Earth's treaſures ne'er could paſs beyond his bourn, 


Whence none of human race can once return, Shou 
Ye ſons of av'rice, bear this truth in mind, Wh, 
Your earthly-all muſt be at death reſign'd, f 
Thus far they go—muſt then be left behind, 


Your M 
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Your heirs, perhaps, will view with joy your hearſe, 
The wealth you leave with laviſh hand diſperſe, 
The laſt deciſive blow will not delay, 

For not far diſtant is your dying day. 
To boaſt of years to come, how vain, O man! 

For who can once protract life's ſcanty ſpan ? 

Be wiſe in time, purſue a nobler aim, 

Nor paſs your days in a deceitful dream, 

Theſe days improve, eternity in view, 

Them daily number, and believe them few; 

For ſoon to you ſhall time and days be o'er, 

Theſe gracious ſeaſons ceaſe, and be no more. 

If rich in faith, and grace for heav'n prepare, 

You bliſs with God, and angels, ſhall aye ſhare; 
While years revolye beyond the reach of thought, 
To which ten thouſand, thouſand ages are as nought, 
But ſhould we now our paſſing days miſpend, 

Which Heay'n, all kind, for nobleſt ends doth lend ; 
Then juſtice ſtern her triumphs ſhall maintain, 

Yea, ſmite, and wound us, with unceaſing pain. 


THO” Britain's debt be, ah! immenſely grown, 
Grown to a load which ſons uuborn ſhall moan; 
Yet let us not be tempted to eſſay, 

By means unfair, this burden to allay ; 

Means which true policy muſt {till diſprove, 
Yea, are offenſive to the Pow'r above *. 
Should men be wicked and inclin'd to game, 
Why tempt, by public proffers, to the ſame; 


Hold 


4 - * 0 
When the Sate Lottery came to be debated in Parliament, 4 
atm her f remarked, ** That, for his own part, there was nes 
which 


+ Mr Huſſey, 
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Hold up to view the ſpecious lure of gain, 

Which oft decoys to loſs, remorſe and pain? 

This gilded ſnare with moral ills is fraught, 

Whence thoſe, who by th' illuſive bait are caught, 

May to their coſt find it with wo replete, 

Lea, be thereby brought to a ſhameful fate. 1 
The 


which he would not rather ſubmit to, than acquieſce in a meaſure 
which, in his opinion, was ſo hurtful and degrading to the commu. 
nity.” Correſponding to his opinion is the following obſervation, 
which appeared in a late Retroſy Ct of Politics. The Lottery in- 
deed is always with us a topic for objection; it deſtroys the morals 
of the people, and, in ſome reſpects impoveriſhes the country. The 
Lottery is for the ſum of 500,000/.; the Miniſter gets zoo, ooo! 
profit, and before the drawing the Lottery may be ſaid to colt the 
Public nearly three millionct. The people are diſpoſed to game, and 

may be wicked, but there ſhould be no /ega/ temptation.” 
Beſides the diſagreeable ſtate of anxious ſuſpence, in which the 
minds of the ſubſcribers muſt be till, to uſe their own language, 
Fortune determines for or againſt them ; how many are the unhappy 
conſequences of this ſpecies of gambling both to ſociety and indi- 
viduals! For one fortunate adventurer, whoſe ſucceſs is placaded 
thro? the nation, hundreds lament their diſappointment in ſecret, or 
are driven to criminal ſhifts, in order, if poſſible, to repair their 
loſs. With regard to the ſucceſsful few, ſeldom do they die the 
richer for ſuch acquiſitions; which verify the common proverb, 
What comes with the wind, goes with the rain. This with its kindred 
ſeducements, brought the late unhappy Mr Fonton, the Bank Clerk, 
to an untimely and ignominious end. Other expedients failing, this 
was his laſt reſource, in order to recover his embarraſſed circum 
ſtances; and for him an unhappy one indeed. He proceeded, 
(ſays one,) to try his fortune at the Lottery, that fatal bait, nov 
twice a year held out to the unwary, fraught with every evil, pub- 
| | lic and private, to the fortunes, the lives and the morals of the com- 
munity.” By che introduction of Lotteries a ſpirit of gambling 
diffiiſeth itſelf among all deſcriptions of men. The influence of this 
ſpirit, however, is chiefly pernicious to the commonality, This 
4 branch of finance not only corrupts the morals of the people, by le- 
4 galizing gaming, and diverting their attention from the regulat 
| purſuits of buſineſs ; but meantime ſwindles them out of their = 
ne 


* 
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The Lot is God's his province to diſpoſe, 

What men call chance, from his direction flows, 
The Die, when caſt, his interpoſal claims, 

Tho' this arrang'd be in the claſs of games, 

No we in this his ruling hand revere, 


Look up to Heay'n with due religious fear ? 
Beg 


ney more effectually than theſe other ſpeciesof gaming, which Govern- 
ment interdiQts as de/frudtve of morals. May not many of our failures and 
bankruptcies be traced to this ſource, and perhaps more ſerious evils? To 
ugue that Government gains by it, and that the public are not forced 
into it, is not to the purpoſe ; for on this principle any thing may be 
juſtified, If the guardians of the people, inſtead of alluring to, thould 
check, by every eligible mean, each tendency in them to public 
liſipation ; will any one ſay, that they may conſiſtently barter their 
morals for a few thouſand pounds? Royal Edicts may indeed pomp- 
vully (talk abroad at ſtated times to ſuppreſs vice and immorality ; 
but what reformation can they be ſuppoſed to produce, while ſuch 
dangerous and culpable expedients are ſanctioned by legal authori- 
ty! lt is like attempting to purity the flreams, while the fountain 
$ allowed to remain tainted. 

But if this mode of levying money may be reprobated on politi- 
cal principles, much more from religious conſiderations. It appears 
rom the authors of antiquity, whoſe works are come down to us, 
th what veneration the very Heathens viewed the cating of /ots, 
they juſtly conſidered it as an immediate appeal to Heaven for a 
jut decifion, and to be uſed only on occaſions of the greateſt emer- 
gency, where the interpoſal of Deity was deemed neceſſary. They 
vere therefore wont to accompany this rite with prayers and ſacri- 
kces, as appears from many paſſages in their writings. Agrecably 
bo this was the conduct of the Heathen mariners in the ſhip with 

mah; for they appealed to God by lot to diſcover the guilty per- 

m on whoſe account the tempeſt was raiſed. When the lot fell 
N Jonah, and there was no alternative, but either he or they muſt 

nl; they declare, Thou, O Lord, haſt done as it pleaſed thee,” 

ich reſpects not only the ſtorm, but alſo the detection of the pro- 
wt by the lot, which they viewed as the effect of the immediate 

Rerpolition of Deity, Jonah i. 14. 

But this matter is put beyond all doubt in ſacred writ, where it 

eipreſsly ſaid, «The lot is caſt into the lap; but the whole diſ- 


Wig thereof is of the Lord,” Prov. xvi. 33. On this text an e- 
+ X | minent 


-” 
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Beg God would turn the fate-deciding wheel, 
As ſeems him good, for this man's loſs or weal ? 
Or would the object all this juſtify ? 
Acquit our thus appealing to the ſky? 

Ve 


minent Expoſitor thus comments, The Divine Providence or. 
ders and direQs thoſe things which are to us caſual and fortuitons, 
Nothing comes to paſs by chance, nor is any event determined by 
* a blind fortune, but every thing by the will and counſel of Gel, 
* What man has neither eye nor hand in, God has both. 

* When ſolemn appeals are made to Providence by the caſting of 
lots, for the deciding of that matter of moment, which could not 
* otherwiſe be at all, or not ſo well decided, God mutt be eyed in 
* it by prayer, that it may be diſpoſed aright, “ Give a perf 
lot.” 1 Sam. xiv. 41. Acts i. 24. and by acquieſcing in it when 
* it is diſpoſed: being ſatisfied that the hand of God is init, 
* and that hand directed by infinite wiſdom.” Whenever alot is L 
caſt, by which the event, with reſpect to us, is rendered caſual and | 
uncertain, the entire determination of it is from God himfelf; and Fo 
he claims it as his ſole prerogative, In caſes of neceſſity and ms W 
ment, (and in ſuch caſes only it is juſtifiable,) he is graciouſſy ples 


ſed to allow us, in order to avoid huttful contentions, to refer the Th 
deciſion of the affair in queſtion to himſelf by lot, provided we 0 Ye 
it with a proper regard to him, as the Supreme Arbiter and Dil : 
poſer of all events; eſpecially of thoſe, the deciſion of which wt No 
defignedly put out of our own power; The /ot cauſeth contention Gai 
to ceaſe, and parteth between the mighty. Prov. xviii. 18. . 
It is alſo evident, from the uſe made of it both in the Old and . 
New Teſtament, that it was viewed as a direct appeal to G0 Fore 
whoſe interference was ſolicited by prayer; for ſuch appeal is ett 8 
expreſſed or underſtood. Hence, ſome have juſtly remarked, thati 
ſhould never be uſed, but when ſolemn prayer may with propriety I 
Joined to it, Is this obſerved at the drawing of our public lotteris . 
or, would the occaſion warrant ſuch an addreſs to the God ot hea th 
ven? Is he not jealous of his honour? and will he not reſent tot b 


wanton appeals to him, on ſuch trivial occaſions? What ſhall le 
then think of the conduct of our Legillature in this particular, $% the 
with Bibles within their reach, can allow themſelves to be gl Ns 1, 
of lending their ſanction to the groſs proſtitution of a ſacred i 
and of appealing ſo often to the Deity, urging his interpolal wi 
out necellity! Will he not, one time or other, viſit for theſe £0198 
Will not the very Heathen rife up in judgment againſt us, and cdl 
demn us for ſuch unkallowed freedoms ? 


Mr Henry. 
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We urge his verdict, while we caſt the lot, 
And 'tis profane herein to own him not ; 
Yet more ſo ſtill, without juſt cauſe to uſe 
This rite deciſive, and his claim abuſe. 
Should we thus treat the Power who rules on high, 
Say, can we ſtill his vengeful ire defy ? 
Is it the way to eaſe a nation's load, 
By of ring inſults to Almighty God? 
By uſing means which render many poor, 
And yet at beſt but partial good ſecure ? 
If this be cant, let God himſelf decide, 
Whoſe right to judge ſure cannot be deny'd ®. 
Ye Britons, then, of this ſnare ſtill beware, 
Leſt all your hopes ſhould iſſue in deſpair, 
For one who gains, what numbers are undone, 
Who in ſuch gambling courſes eager run ! 
Tho! ſucceſs ſhould your ventures here attend, 
Yet bear in mind where all the gain may end. 
Not rare the lucy gambler is ſeen poor, 
bans diſapprov'd of Heav'n cannot endure. 
dat comes with wind, not ſeldom goes with rain, 
Forget not then the fate of lawleſs gain. 


IN what unhallow'd, divers paths men tread, 
With view to raiſe, as Mammon's ſons, their head 
To what illicit arts do ſome betake, 
lt they a little, paltry pelf can make! 
No laws, Divine or human, can reſtrain, 
Their graſp at riches, tho' forbidden gain. 
X 2 Before 


* Prov, xvi. 33. 
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Before this 1dol's ſhrine they ceaſeleſs bow, 
And 1n oblation their beſt treaſure vow. 
When ſeized once with this inſatiate rage, 
They life and conſcience, ſoul and body pledge ; 
Their country injure, and defraud their Prince, 
Whence, ah! they give both God and man oflence, 
With ſcorn they treat that mandate ever new, 

To Ceſar render what is Ceſar's due *. 


Not 


This precept of our Divine Lord is three times repeated it 
the goſpels, Render unto Cæſar the things which are Cœſar“;“ 
our compliance wherewith he has been pleaſed to make a part of 
that obedience which we owe to himſelf. It is therefore difficult 
to conceive, how thoſe that call themſelves his followers, and pro- 
feſs to receive his word as the unalterable rule of their faith and 
practice, can overlook or evade ſuch expreſs declarations of his [a 
cred will, Thoſe who abet. or pructiſe this clandeſtine and prohi- 
bited traffic not only offend God, but likewiſe fink their own cha. dt 
rafter before men; whence the late Dr Johnſon defines a g. 
gler * A wretch who imports, or exports goods without payment of 
the cuſtoms.” A 


ever quaintity, knowing them to be fo, are chargeable with this * 
Theſe practices often involve a complication of the very wort 5 
crimes; fo that the habitual /mugg/er may be juſtly viewed as an e. * 
nemy to ſociety, and as ſuch deprived of the protection of the hs, 1 
Such as carry on this nefarious commerce are, in general, a kind hes 
deſperadoes, who have no proper value for their own life, or that hap 
of others; and thoſe who, for the fake of gain, encourage or all 8 
them in this illicit traffic, either by purchaſſing or felling ther TY 
goods, or otherwiſe, are ſo far reſponſible for the unhappy cone os 
quences. * Tho" many may fo fer go in to theſe courles, aud theſe, op 
perhaps, who have a reputable character before the world, as to pro © 
cure without ſcruple for their own uſe, or vend to others for pro will 
fit, artieles ſo acquired; yet are we not to follow a multitude to d life » 
cvil. What is ſaved, or obtained at the expence of probity and * 
good conſcience, is not likely to inereaſe and prolong our ert Dj 


poſſeſſions, at leaſt, the real enjoyment of the owner, There is mc, 
x truti 
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Not once content to ſeek for honeſt gain, 
ln their career they heart and conſcience ſtain, 
A work of darkneſs this nefarious trade, 
Too dear the gain to thoſe who may have ſped. 
A worm in ſecret may ſo gnaw the root, 
as ſoon to blaſt the ſo acquired fruit; 
Which is accurs'd, for 'tis the price of blood, 
And ſwells the ſinner's and the nation's load. 
Should practices like theſe each where prevail, 
Muſt not fair commerce in proportion fail? 
Our petty virtue more and more decreaſe, 
Our crimes abound, and our fair proſpects ceaſe ? 
Can thoſe who favour ſuch illicit art, 
Be true to God, and loyal in their heart ? 
Obſerve the precepts by Meſliah giv'n, 
Still making progreſs in the way to Heaven ? 
Ye ſons of Albion, who ſuch arts purſue, 


As are the ſource of miſeries not few, 
Would 


truth in the common proverb; Hone/ly ir the beſt policy ; for expe- 
nence, in general, proves it to be ſo; even putting religious conſi- 
derations out of the queſtion. 

If the extenſion of the Exciſe laws, and the ſtrict execution of 
them, be deemed a grievance to the ſubject; we have ourſelves per- 
haps to blame; for a prevailing diſpoſition to defraud the revenue 
makes all this but too neceſſary. Theſe things may indeed in cer- 
tain caſes become burdenſome, and perhaps ſomewhat oppreſſive in 
the mode of exaQtion ; yet a conſcientious mind will make a point 
of rendering unto all their dues, tribute to whom tribute, cſſom to 
whom cuſtom. In this, as in other things, the wisbom from above 
vill be juſtified of her children; for true religion, embraced in its 
lite and power, is the belt teſt of /oya/ty, and the beſt ſecurity of 
univerſal obedience z whence Kings and Rulers are in every view 
concerned to encourage it in their ſubjects. 
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Would you ſtill proſper as a favour'd race, [ 
And hold among the nations round your place ; N 
Break off each courſe that would to wrath expoſe, 1 
Leſt in theſe ſons ſhe find her greateſt foes ; F 

Practiſe each virtue that deſerves your love, V 
And ftill regard that God who reigns above. 

Vice in each form will coſt her authors dear, 8 
And ſoon or late impreſs the heart with fear. J 


Vice taints the heart, and makes our reaſon blind, 
Degrades the man, and ſtupifies his mind. 

This courtezan, however ſoft her air, | 
Devours her lovers, once caught in her ſnare, 
Whom ſhe to death abandons, and deſpair. 

Tho' man was form'd reſembling bright his God, Y 
Form'd for his ſervice, and his bleſt abode ; 

Yet vice degrades his noble, divine form, 

To a foul demon, to a fiend and worm. 

No art can draw her linaments ſo baſe, 

As from a ſnake, flee from her foul embrace. 

So deep her ſtains, her ev'ry touch deſile, 

She makes her lovers beyond meaſure vile. 

Of this beware, when ſhe in ſmiles appears, 
Ne'er more a foe than when ſhe friendſhip wears. 
* Tho! ſhe's a monſter, of fo frightful mein, 
* Which, to be hated, needs but to be ſeen : 
*« Yet often ſeen, her too familiar face, 
We firſt endure, then pity, then embrace.” 
Did we perceive her in her native form, 
Perceive her pow'r our nature to deform ; 
Her pow'r to mar our peace, immerſe in wo, 
Which unremitted ſhall perpetual flow, 


- ADDRESS. 


Deteſt we would her vile thrice odious face, 

Nor more delay to aſk celeſtial grace. 

Thrice hapleſs fouls, who till their guilt increaſe, 
How can ſuch ſhare proſperity and peace! 

Will not due vengeance ſue, and overtake, 

Yea, ſuch examples of her juſtice make ? 

Since time his unremitted courſe began, 

Defin'd by days and years the life of man, 

Who does not know vice' triumphs are but ſhort, 
Who God forſake, their bliſs a moment's ſport ? 
Tho' ſuch ſhould now with dread profaneneſs cry, 
* How can that God who dwells ſecure on high, 
Our thoughts, our words, and deeds minutely view?“ 
Yet he beholds, and ſhall the whole review. 

Tho' in vain honours they ſhould daily riſe, 
Till once they ſeem to reach the diſtant ſkies ; 
Yet ſoon they fink, like their own ordure toſt “, 
To Lethe's clime, where all their hopes are loſt. 
In this dark land they lie forgot and low, 

This land which titles nor diſtinctions know. 

Once in their domes were joys and pleaſures found, 
The joys of earth, and muſic's ſoothing ſound. 

How ſoon the voice of mirth to ſorrow turns, 


Each ſlave of pleaſure in reverſion mourns ! 
Earth's 


This ſimile may perbaps be thought rather indelicate, nor 
would the Author venture to uſe it, did not a ſacred writer ſet the 
example, from whom ſeveral images are here borrowed, and whoſe 
bgures, tho? bold, are ever juſt and firiking. Job xx. 7. A ſtronger 
image of the odious nature of vice, and of the contempt and infa- 
my it brings on the perſon and character of thoſe who indulge to 
n, can ſcarce be found. The chief beauty of all compariſons is 
exact reſemblance, and where that fails, be the images in themſelves 
ever ſo grand and beautiful, they mult be defective. 
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Earth's each fair proſpe@ is with clouds o'erſpread, 
The wicked's hopesand corſe in the ſame tomb are laid. 


Such as might” envy their aſpiring height, 
With wonder aſk, O whither is their flight ? 
They vaniſh as a dream, are chas'd away, 
Like a night-viſion, at the break of day. 

No mortal eye ſhall more their form ſurvey, 


Their ſtately domes exchang'd for huts of clay; 


Where rich and great, the feeble and robuſt, 
In blended, mould'ring ruins rot to duſt. 


What fun'ral pomp t' embalm their worthleſs name! 


Can they ſurvive in monumental fame ? 


The poor remains of rich and great now trace, 


Their ſtate and wealth evaniſh in this place. 
Tho' they on earth in ſculptur'd marble live, 
Unconſcious of the fleeting fame they give, 
Can theſe vain efforts to the great give fame? 
Can theſe immortalize a mortal's name? 
Amid the loathſome manſions of the dead, 
Alike o'er rich and poor, for cov'ring ſpread, 
The ſiſter- worm, and the cold clayey bed. 
While here their corſe remain in loweſt ſtate, 


And the dread ſolemn ſummons proſtrate wait; 


The conſcious part is either bleſs'd with God, 
Or doom'd to wo in mis'ry's dire abode. 

Since ſuch the future ſtate of our whole race, 
Be wiſe, O man, improve your day of grace; 


Which quickly flies, and will ere long be o'er, 


When ilighted mercy ſhall invite no more. 
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the iniquity of the houſe of Iſrael and Judah is exceeding great, and 
the land is full of blood, and the city full of perverſeneſs : for they 
lay, The Lord hath forſaten the earth, and, The Lord ſeeth not, 
Ard as for me alſo, mine eye ſhall not ſpare, neither will I ha ve 


wy, but I will recompence their way upon their head, Ezek. ix. 


10. 
. at the hand of man, at the hand of every man's brother, will 
I require the life of man. Whoſo ſheddeth man's blood, by man 
ſhall bis blood be ſhed: for in the image of God made he man, 
Gen. ix. 5, 6. 
lung this, that the law ts made for murderers. 1 Tim. i. g. 
be murderer all ſurely be put to death, Whoſo Eilleth any perſon, 
the murderer ſhall be put to death Ly the mouth of witneſſes. More- 
over, ye all tale no ſatisfattion for the life of a murderer, which 
i guilty of death ; but he ſhall be ſurely put to death. Sq ye ſhall 
wt pollute the land wherein ye are: for blood it defileth the land: 
and the land cannot be cleanſed of the blood that ts ſhed therein, but 
by the blood of bim that ſhed it. Numb. xxxv. 18, 30,—33. 
eoſbapbat ſet Judges in the land, and ſaid to the judges, Take heed 
what ye do: for ye judge not for man, but for the Lord, who ts 
with you in the judgment, Wherefore now let the fear of the Lord be 
wan you, take heed and do it: for there it no iniquity with the Lord 
ur Cod, nor reſpett of perſons, nor taking of gifts. 2 Chron. xix. 
—7. 
& et juſbifieth (or acquitteth) the wicked, and he that condemneth 
the juſt, even they bath are abomination to the Lord: For all 
theſe things God will bring into judgment, Prov. xvii. 15. Eccl. 
fl. 9. 
Jer this, ye old men, and give ear, all ye inhabitants of the land. 
4, for the day: for the day of the Lord is at hand, and as a 
wfruftion from the Almighty ſhall it come. And the Lord ſhall 
ter bis voice before his army: for his camp ts very great: for be 
irons that executeth his word; for the day of the Lord is great 
' Y and 
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and very terrible, and who can abide it? Therefore alſo now, ſad 
the Lord, turn ye even to me with all your heart, and with faſtin 
and with weeping, and with mourning. And rent your bear; 4 
not your garments ; for he is gracious and merciful, flow to anger 
and of great kindneſs, and repenteth him of the evil, Who ln 
eth if he will return and repent, and leave a bleſſing behind bin 
Then will the Lord be jealous for his land, and pity his pet 


Aud it ſhall come to paſi, that whoſoever ſball call on the name 
the Lord ſhall be delivered. Joel i. 2. 


Turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my Spirit un yu 


I will make known my words anto you. Prov. i. 23. 


| [TH joy, my fellow-ſubjeQs, you I greet, 
| For theſe choice bleſſings in your lot that meet: 

The precious gifts of kind, indulgent Heav'n, 

Long ſince beſtow'd, and {till to Britons giv'n, 

Theſe are deny'd to nations rich and great, 

Where gloom and tyranny have ſtill their ſeat; 

Altho' the offspring of the Pow'r on high, 

With equal claim to favour from the ſky. 

For theſe our Fathers bravely ſtrove and fought, 

Our darling freedom with their blood was bought. 

May it tranſmitted be from fire to ſon, 

While years and ages in ſucceſſion run! 

Heav'n deign'd to own their ſtruggles in her caule, 

Redreſs'd their wrongs, procur'd them equal laws. 

Theſe, handed down to their poſterity, 


Vhile 


Claim grateful praiſe, while Britons are ftill free. it G 

While ſtrangers envy, can they but admire, C 0 

The bright reſult of freedom's gen'rous fire? I h 

But tho' our civil conſtitution claim F wy 

Our ardent praile, as an endeared theme ; * 

Can we ſurvey our ſtate, and not bewail, © 
8 


That laws ſo wiſe ſhould not us more avail? 
| Thel 
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Theſe ſome elude, ſome daringly tranſgreſs, 
it times the injur'd find not due redrels, 
Tis only then, that laws and ſtatutes juſt, 
zubſerve their end, when ſuch are put in truſt, 
With pow'r executive, as faithful prove, 
ſudge by the laws, and for the Pow'r above. 
That tis not ſo in ev'ry caſe, all know, 
ynence too juſt cauſe to dread impending wo. 
Do not ſome crimes impunity {till plead, 
Tho' God himſelf hath the reverſe decreed ; 
Vhile juſtice in extreme ſome others find, 
ro theſe quick-ſighted ; but to thoſe purblind ? 
That He decrees, can human Pow'rs annual, 
Ir modity his ſtatutes at their will ? 
Bis law is fix*d and perfect, where made known, 
Fix'd to the People, Senate, and the Throne. 
0 flight this Rule, ſhould either prove ſo bold, 
Eternal God them guiltleſs will not hold. 
oes not fell /ervitude within our coaſt, 
ind thoſe her patrons who of freedom boaſt ? 
ind partiſaus in the commercial line, 
Vo her unhallow'd gain do not decline? 
an ſuch unchriſtian deeds diſgrace our iſle, 
Vhile George, while Science, and dear Freedom ſmile? 
It God once viſit, ah! what can withſtand, 


te vengeful ſtroke of his up-lifted hand? 

Vl he not find much blood upon our land, 

I myriads ſhed, at home both and abroad, 

Which cries aloud for vengeance to their God ? 
Abroad, what numbers of the human race, 

agg d from their friends, and from their native place, 
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To be expos'd, like herds, on diſtant ſhores, 
To ſwell inſatiate ay'rice' baſeſt ſtores * 
Of thele, what num'rous victims fall each year, 
By hands of Britons !-—Let ſuch learn to fear 
The powerful Guardian of the oppreſt, 
By whom theſe very Britons are {till bleſt. 
Shall thoſe who Freedom make their haughty boaſts, 
Their pow'r exert to thrall on diſtant coaſts ? 
Who ſhare ſuch. bleſſings from the Pow'r on high, 
Maltreat their fellows, offspring of the ſky ? 
Hath not one God created our whole race ? 
Shall we his favour ſhare, theſe find no grace? 
Not outward hue attracts his gracious eye, 
But mental worth, derived from the ſæy. 
The haughty lord is oft the baſeſt ſlave, 
While grace may own his abject thrall, and fave. 
Ye Britons, give humanity a place, 
Break off th' inhuman traſſic of your race. 
Graſp not at gold, the price of tears and cries, 
Which have a voice, prevailing with the ſkies. 
All ye, who trade thus with your fellow-kind, 
Are to each noble, gen'rous motive blind ; 
Muſt ſure poſſeſs an avaricious ſoul, 
Quite callous, which the baſer luſts control. 
Like the horſe-leech, you drink their blood, yea, more, 
Devour their fleſh, to ſwell your curſed ſtore; 
Your cups are mix'd with negroes tears and gore. 
No ſordid pathons gen'rous boſoms know, 
Nor are their teelings proot to others wo. 


1 
„ 
Ti 


* The Reader will find a few thoughts on the are Trade 11 
joined in the Appendix. 
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The virtuous few are to compaſſion prone, 

Their tears diſtill for ſorrows not their own. 

Can ſuch be generous, and brave, and good, 

Who fill their coffers with the price of blood; 

Whoſe gain, illicit, proves a ſource of wo 

To myriads, whence ten thouſand ſorrows flow? 
Ye, who direct the mighty veſſels helm, 

A pattern ſet to ey'ry ſtate and realm; 

Nor let baſe lucre here your judgment ſway, 

Conſult the heart, its dictates but obey. 

Your pow'r employ to bleſs an injur'd race, 

O let ſuch God-like equity find place! 

By acting here the feeling Patriot's part, 

You highly gratify each feeling heart; 

While but the avaricious deplore, 

Who all poſtpone to lucre's ſordid ſtore; 

Yet rather ſhould the price of blood reſtore. 

—To Britain's Senate, next to the Moſt High, 

They now direct their longing, wiſhful eye, 

In hope that thence dear Freedom's day will dawn, 

To chaſe the gloom of their now ſervile land: 

In hope baſe ay'rice will henceforth no more, 

Enſlave their injur'd kin, to reach her ſtore ; 

That deareſt relatives no more ſhall mourn, 

Their friends kidnapp'd, or 4old ne'er to return, 

To ſhare the pleaſures of their native coalt ; 

Ah! to their country, and their kindred loſt. 
Should God, all juſt and wiſe, but turn the ſcale, 

Permit their foes o'er Britons to prevail; 

To lead them captive from their native ſoil, 


To be compell'd for life to meaneſt toll ; 
: Becauſe, 
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Becauſe, too oft, they to a foreign land, 
Have myriads dragg'd, fold as a ſervile band, 
Like beaſts of burden, to be there employ'd, 
While ſcarce aught eſtimable is enjoy'd, 
If they are not by meaſures harſh deſtroy'd : 
Tho! he ſhould thus requite us in our turn, 
Make us, like them, loſt comforts ſadly mourn ; 
Could we but own his dread procedure juſt, 
Tho' by it levell'd to the very duſt ? 
Few, few, alas! that ſacred rule regard, | 
Which binds all men, and ſhould by all be heard ; 
* Whate'er ye would have others be to you, 
« Be ye to them be merciful and true; 
* Nor once do aught againſt your fellow-men, 
Which you incline not to receive again *.“ 

Be warn'd, ye Britons, nor your guilt increale, 
Leſt ſparing mercy ſhould to ſpare ſoon ceaſe ; 
For injur'd innocence her cauſe ſhall ſue, 
At God's dread bar, who will that cauſe review ; 
Yea, make it triumph over all its foes, 
Whom he defends, tis madneſs to oppoſe. 
Such wrongs, believe, th' avenging {word demand, 
Which nature's Ruler wields with equal hand. 
One day, you'll know, their ev'ry plaint and figh, 
Hath audience found with their great Judge on high, 
The cry of blood finds accels to his ear, 
Let all who ſhed it, ſtand aghaſt and fear; 
And ey'ry judge who pleads their hateful cauſe, 
Nor ſentence gives according to his laws. 

Is not the blood of helpleſs innocence, 
Of ſuch as could give God, nor man offence, 


Shed. 


* Mat. vii. 12. 
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Shed ev'n by cruel mothers wicked hands; 

A heavy load upon theſe guilty lands *? 

Tho' theſe inhuman monſters, urg'd by hell, 

Should nature's ſtrongeſt inſtinct quite repel ; 

Their bowels ſhut againſt their infant-race, 

And all the mother in their breaſt ſuppreſs ; 

Yet find they friends who plead their odious cauſe, 

'Tho' at th' expence of ſlighting Heaven's laws; 

Who them acquit of this atrocious deed, 

And from confinement raiſe their guilty head 
Should human juſtice ſtill avert her ears, 

Unmov'd by infants dying cries and tears; 

Will not their God obſerve theſe things on high? 

Shall not their voice aſcend to yonder ſky? 

Does ſacred pity in his boſom glow, 

And will he not regard their helpleſs wo ?— 

Regard he will, that wo in time redreſs, 

When very foes his juſtice muſt confeſs. 

The harm they bear, and all their moving cries, 

Have ſure a language diſtinct to the Kies. 

Whatever God inſpires with life and breath, 

Partakes his care divine in lite and death, 

He may keep filent long, yet does he hear 

Their cry for vengeance, and inclines his ear. 

That vengeance flow may feem in her dread pace, 

Let marks each daring ſinner's doom and place; 


Which 


The reader is referred to the Appendix for ſome ſtrictures on 
Child. murder, and the prevailing neglect of puniſhing it adequately ; 


bath loſt her character, exi/e is a favour, when it is to a better coun- 
& than what the left. 


or according to the laws of God and the realm. To a woman who 


176 A MONITOR 
Which their united efforts can't evade, 
If heav'nly mercy they ſtill diſregard. 
If the poor thief deſerve with ſhame to die, 
If juſtice muſt not liſten to his ery; _ | 
What death do mothers to that juſtice owe, 
Who in their offspring's blood their hands imbrue 
If 1his be juſtly puniſh'd by exile, | 
As now prevails in our enlighter'd-ifle ; 
May not the thief, whoſe life becomes a prey, 
To law and juſtice in the preſent day, 
Refer his cauſe where juſtice ſhall not fail, 
To weigh all crimes in an impartial ſeale ; 
Where ev'ry cauſe ſhall be one day reheard, 
And undue motives meet with no regard, 
Be juſt, ye judges, rulers of the earth, 
Leſt you incur your mighty Judge's wrath. 
The crimes of men, theſe weigh in equal ſcale, 
Let nought but truth and juſtice till prevail. 


O bear in mind, you judge for heav'n's great King. 


Who will, ere long, you all to judgment bring ; 
Snatch from your hand the balance and the ſword, 
Rejudge your juſtice; ſhew himſelf your Lord! 

If he to death adjudge, with him concur, 

Nor dare gainſay, elſe you his wrath incur. 

His will obſerve, ſo far as *tis made known, 
Preſent your humble homage at his throne ; 
Would you once wiſh before your Judge to ſtand, 
And find a welcome at his own right-hand. 
From God all honour and promotion ſpring, 
From loweſt rank, up to the very king ; 


Far 
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Juſt laws, yea, all the pow'rs on earth that be ; 
Whence he, of right, demands the heart and knee; 
Demands, they ſhould rule by his righteous laws, 
Check vice in all, and cheriſh virtue's cauſe. 

But if our Rulers ſtill his laws tranſgreſs, 
Neglect his will, their own adopt in place; 

f crimes of divers forms *mong us appear, 
Have we not cauſe his vengeance juſt to fear? 
If we connive at deeds, which God offend, 

And ftill refuſe our conduct to amend, 

How can we hope he will our bleſs ſecure ?— 
Hope he will guilty Britons ſtill endure ? 

Ye thoughtleſs tenants of this favour'd iſle, 
Whoſe bliſs is great, tho' crimes each where defile, 
Would you be happy now, hereafter bleſt, 

Each fin forſake, make God in Chriſt your reſt ; 
Yield a vain world, with all its gaudy things, 
To low ambition and the pride of kings.” 
Think not earth's joys to be man's good ſapreme, 
Theſe all evaniſh, like a midnight dream: 

But ſtill propoſe a higher, nobler aim, 

Which ſhall ſecure true bliſs, and deathleſs fame, 
ts hopes in vain, gild with their varying rays, 
Theſe flatt'ring ſhadows which amuſe our days; 
leas'd with this phantom, as with that before, 
Till life's ſhort tale is told, and ſcenes are o'er. 
Lach broken ciſtern gives our hope the lie, 

for nought can bleſs beneath the reigning ſky. 
Hope at the future points, if this deceive, 


Man is undone, has too juſt cauſe to grieve. | 
+ 7. | It 


For by him monarchs reign, and peers decree 
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If hope have not Religion for its baſe, | 
It periſh muſt, with our fleet mortal days; 1 
For ſenſual pleaſures prove, beyond the grave, \ 
A ſealed ſpring, of theſe thall death bereave. A 
Ye who love pleaſure more than you love God, 

How can ye hope to ſhare his bleſt abode ? A 
Of ſuch, what ſwarms in all our coaſts abound, ll 
Yet vainly hope they ſhall be guiltleſs found ! Al 
What ſcenes of pleaſure do they not deviſe, 

Tho' in direct defiance of the ſkies !— 

What ſcenes of pleaſure do they ſtill frequent, . 
What time, what wealth, is thus, alas! miſpent, * 
All fraught with wo, if they do not repent! m 


Where /evity prevails, ah! guilt muſt ſwell, 

The diſſipated tread the paths to hell, 

If fo, our guilty cup is filling faſt, | 

And vengeance, rous'd, muſt overtake at laſt, 
That cup once full, our Judge will ſoon diſplay 
His truth and juſtice; like the noon of day; 

Our crimes quick viſit on theſe perjur'd lands, 
Becauſe polluted daily by our hands. 

But ſhould he ſpare, and ſo to ſmite forbear, 

Yet ought we ſtill his juſtice dread revere ; 

For oft it ſpares, thoſe whom it ſtill reſerves, 

For all that penal wrath their guilt deſerves. 

The longer Heav'n ſuſpends the earned blow, 
And makes our rich and num'rous bleſſings flow, 

| ] he heavier ſure will juſtice ſtrike at laſt, 

"98 When for redreſs all ſpace is ever paſt. 

1 Each civil tie will ſoon fubſiſt no more, 

6 I) be ſons of vice their caſe ſhall deep deplore, al 
5 ben 
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When retributive juſtice turns the ſcale, 
And all their preſent hopes and comforts fail ; 
When vengeance, now denounc'd, ſhall overtake, 
and ſtubborn ſinners dread examples make. 

When war's dread tumults ſpread their dire alarms, 
and Nature too her mighty forces arms; 
When ſtorms, and fierceſt tempeſts ſpend their rage, 


And earth in the dread conflict doth engage *; 
L2 Who 


The Lord is great in power, and will not at all acquit the 
" wicked: the Lord hath his way in the whirlwind, and in the ſtorm, 
# and the clouds are the duſt of his feet. He rebuketh the ſea, and 
 maketh it dry, and drieth up all the rivers. The mountains quake 
"it him, and the hills melt, and the earth is burnt at his preſence, 
yea, the world, and all that dwell therein. Who can ſtand before 
# his indignation ? and who can abide in the fierceneſs of his anger? 
* his fury is poured out like fire, and the rocks are thrown down by 
him. And darkneſs ſhall purſue his enemies,” Nahum i. 

As the outlines of this Addreſs, eſpecially toward the cloſe, 
nere written during the American war, chat diſaſtrous event, and 
ſome occurrences of Providences, which, in point of time, coincided 
with it, gave occaſion to a number of remarks. Here, and more 
fully in the following part, that memorable event is alluded to; as 
lo ſome ſmart ſhocks of an earthquake that were felt at home in 
vers places over the kingdom; and violent hurricans, which did 
it damage in ſeveral of our Weſt-India iſlands. There were alſo 
eadful itorms of hail, by which the fruits of the earth were en- 
rely deſtroyed in a number of Provinces in France; and at home 
t ſuſtained vaſt loſſes by ſea, both of men and treaſure ; particu- 
fly the loſs of the Ville de Paris, and of the Royal George. 

Allo, what dreadful calamities were occaſioned, much about the 
ne time, in Calabria, by Earthquakes, and of late, in the town of 
tan, in the Province of Maſcara, in Africa, which belonged to 
c Spaniards, Of the town and fortifications, nothing was left 
ding but the exterior walls, while upwards of 2000 perſons were 
mputed to have been buried in the ruins and much property. 

theſe are the doings of him who is wonderful in counſel, and of- 

i ternble in working; and they loudly declare, that verily there 


i God who ruleth and judgeth in the earth, Have they not aa 
audible 
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Who does not then regard that mighty Lord, 
Who by all theſe fulfills his ſacred word, 
Revere his righteous acts, and pow'r divine, 
And to his love and ways their hearts incline, 
Mutt ſure to future wrath themſelves expole ; 
For God will count them as his very foes, 
Their pond'rous guilt quick viſit on their head, 
And, tho? ſecure, ſoon fill their fouls with dread. 
This to prevent, let us devoutly hear 

God's word and rod, and learn hence to revere 
The ſolemn tokens of incenſed wrath, | 
Which he hath oft diſplay'd upon the earth; | 


Tokens whereof, we too have felt our ſhare, 

Should they not then excite our pious care? | 

Hath not that God, who rules both earth and ſkies, | 

At whole command conſuming vengeance flies, / 

Of late our Nation plung'd in civil war, = 

Which ſpoke his wrath from us not diſtant far? F 

| | Ou \ 

3 A 

- audible voice to mankind, who ſhould be thence led to learn righ V 
teouſneſs? 

When announced in the public papers, they indeed did product 
impreffions ; but, alas! how temporary, and ineffectual, as to a 1 
valuable purpoſes! Of late alſo, what dreadful carnage and de rah 2 
tion have attended the war of Ruſſia with the Porte! The progre dl 
of the victorious hath been marked with (laughter and bloodlhed T] 
while, to complete the calamity, the plague, that formdiable 0 
ſtroyer, brings up the rear. Tho! theſe deſtructive evils are yt W 
kept at a diſtance, (which God grant may be long the calc), 
only announced to us thro? the channel of the public papers, y*t® | 
we ſurely concerned in the ſufferings of our fellow-creatures, © In 
which humaniry muſt feel; if not for their ſake, at leaſt for our of W. 
for their caſe may ſoon be ours. | its? n 

Theſe events, tho? paſt, ſhould not however be forgotten; # e 
they ſtill have a diltin& language in the ear of reaſon, which cl" Bee 


to be heard, and the man of wiſdom will lay it to heart. VWs 06 
13 wiſe, and will obſerve thoſe things, even they ſhall underl® | 
the loving kindneſs of the Lord,” Pal. cvii. 43. 
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Our pow'r hath he abridg'd in foreign elimes, 

His juſtice to diſplay againſt our crimes, | 

While God cut off in theſe vaſt climes our pow'r, 

Did he not contempt on our forces pour? 

Our counſels diſconcert, to ſhew how vain 

Our efforts all, unleſs to aid he deign ? 

To ſtrike the heavy blow he long ſeem'd loath, 

Diſmember'd Britain ſaith, He yet was wroth. 

Whatever blame her ſons might merit here, 

While o'er her empire maim'd, we drop the tear, 

Let us herein ſtill own that mighty hand, 

Which wields a ſceptre o'er both ſea and land. 

ln neighbour nations, does he not alarm, © 

While at his mandate Nature's forces arm? 

Hath he not made the ſtable earth to quake, 

And ſtouteſt hearts, like aſpen leaves, to ſhake ? 

—Say not, Theſe awful events we but hear, 

For figns of wrath hath our great God brought near, 

Who not concern'd, when he ſuch tidings hears, 

As prove to others cauſe of copious tears ? 

What numbers daily ſhipwreck'd on our coaſt, 

Who are to friends, and to their country loſt! 

Bath not our God, erewhile too, ſhook our iſle 

Should we not fear whoſe num'rous fins defile, 

That this a prelude prove to future wo ? 

Who can be ſafe, and God moſt High their foe ? 
Hear then, ye Britons, each chaſtiſing rod, 

ln theſe reyere th' Almighty hand of God, 

Whether reveal'd at home, or far abroad. 0 

fe ſoon may ſhake our highly favour'd iſle, 

Becauſe our fins its ev'ry coaſt defile, 

Of crimes, ah! Britain is the fertile foil, { 


When 


182 A MONITORY 
When odious vice, in her each form prevails, 
And ties moſt ſacred wantonly cancells ; 
Hides not her hideous phiz in ſhades of night, 
But dares to range abroad in open light; 
When of our youth, confin'd in crowds to jails, 
To gibbets many juſtice daily hales, 
Aud ſtill their number, ah! is but increaſt, 
While daring crimes our borders all infeſt *; 
Soon as the dictates choice of Wiſdom's ſchool, 
Become the jeſt of ev'ry haughty fool; 
And pure Religion's ev'ry ſacred rite 
Are daily ſhunn'd, or treated with deſpite ; 
Reaſon itſelf may teach us then to fear, 
The awful day of viſitation near; 
| The word of truth, yea, human records too, 
| To dread what God, in wrath incurr'd, may do. 
| Repent, ye Britons, then, and now be wile, 
And learn to fear that God, who rules the ſkies ; 
Whole eye omniſcient, nations all beholds, 
Whoſe mighty hand the ſcale of empire holds, 
Diſpenſing peace, proſperity, and fame, 
Or teaching, by reverſe, to fear his name. 
O learn the practice of theſe righteous ways, 
Which draw on men, and nations proſp'rous rays ; 
And fo forlake of vice the fatal train, 


Which terminate in ruin, ſhame, and pain. 
N The 


gcarce a news paper but announces a number of thefts, of rob. 
Series, of houſe-breatings, and the like; which, inſtead of receiving 
any check from the execution of the law, are unhappily on the in. 
creaſe! The Great turn their back on the only mean that can ef. 
ſectually reform, the in/itutions of religion, and the lower claſſes are 
prone to copy their example ; and where it will end God only 


knows. 
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Then ſhall the God of nations till us bleſs, 
Our iſle defend, our trade and wealth increaſe ; 
Our peace maintain, and far extend our name, 
And ſo impart to Britain laſting fame. 

While truth, recorded, ſhall to ages tell 
How kings bore ſway, and haughty tyrants fell ; 
How our Forefathers wiſely liv'd, and thought, 
And gain'd renown, as they for freedom fought ; 
Rais'd to her fane Religion—heay'nly dame, 
And cheriſh'd commerce, while they earned fame : 
Let not our deeds a gloomy contraſt form, 
Our deeds which claim without delay reform ; 
Be it not ſaid, thro' years from this remote, 
That we their ſons have all their worth forgot, 
Degraded Britain, and the Chriſtian name, 
And loſt by vice our once acquired fame. 
Let not our ways entail or ſhame, or wo, 
And children's tears for theſe unceaſing flow; 
While our example they ſucceſſive learn, 
And live devoid of worth, and ſfoul-concern. 

May arts and ſcience ſtill our land adorn, 
and pure religion there maintain her throne ; 
May Heav'n ſtill guard theſe ſtatutes we admire, 
And with true virtue ev'ry breaſt inſpire ; 
Kedreſs each wrong, ſupply our each defect, 
bire peace at home, abroad ſecure reſpect! 
be Britain's ſails ſtill in each clime unfurl'd, 
And peace filence war's thunders round the world ; 
Tur peace, with cheering proſpects, glad our eyes, 
and o'er Britannia's head ſpread cloudleſs ſkies. 
May ſons unborn hail her auſpicious ray, 
le bleſt of Heay'n, and ſtill the las obey ; 


See 
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See the King's pour, and Pevple's weal agree, 
Each Briton ſhare his birth-right to be Free. 
What joyful tidings reach our raviſh'd ear? 
Let ev'ry heart exult, with joy, to hear, 
Of welcome Liberty's triumphant day *, 
Where tyranny ſo long bore ample ſway ; 
Of a great nation joined all as one, 
While King and People folemnly combine, 
To vow obedience to impartial laws, 
And mutual ſupport to bright freedom's cauſe, 
Who would of late ſuſpect th' approaching change, 
A change not leſs momentuous than ſtrange ! 
Muſt we not own herein a hand divine, | 
The ſacred will of Heav'n's great Lord benign; } 
Whoſe ways are ever full of truth and grace, 
And always friendly to the human race? 
Who can contempt on haughty princes pour, 
Their glory ſtain, them lebel in an hour. 
May that great Lord extend to ev'ry clime, 
Bright freedom—this maintain to cloſe of time ; 
Remove each bar which her bleſt reign oppole, 
And check the proud ambition of her foes ; 
That high and low may all their pow'r unite, 
To chaſe each gloom, and cheriſh ſacred light: 
Nor let the nations hence their pow'r employ, 
In ſtrife and war—there ſeek a ſavage joy! 
Ye various Pow'rs, that rule on earth, furvey 
The ſudden exit of deſpotic ſway, | 


quence 
the hu 
Vent c 
human 

Chriſti; 
enbly 

l they 


Where 


The grand Confederation in France, when all ranks ſolemn) 
bound themſelves to ſubmit to, and, in their reſpective ſtations, ma 
tain the New Conttitution, 


ADDRESS. 185 


Where ſhe had firmly fix'd her haughty throne, 
For years, yea, ages back, almoſt unknown. 
While you ſurvey, hence taught, be timely wiſe, 
And deign to own dependance on the ſkies ; 
Your legal pow'r employ in virtue's caule, 
And rule the nations by juſt, equal laws. 
To human kind ſtill friends and guardians prove, 
And let your deeds to theſe atteſt your love. 
To the Eternal King due rev'rence pay, 
Conſult his glory, and his laws obey, 
He proudeſt potentates with eaſe can quell, 
To earthly tyrants prove more terrible, 
Than they appear to meaneſt of their thralls, 
Who at their feet, in ſervile terror, falls. 

All ye, who bear the Patriot's worthy name, 
All ye, who feel a Patriot's noble flame, 
Whoſe boſoms glow in Freedom's glorious cauſe, 
Expreſs, with heart-felt joy, your loud applaule. 
Let all who live in Britain's happy iſle, 
Where ſacred liberty as yet doth ſmile, 
Rejoice to hear, that Gallia's ſpacious coaſt, 


Can now, at leaſt, of equal freedom boaſt *; 
T A 2 p That 


In the preſent conjuncture of national politics, the above will 
dot be counted an unintereſting digreſſion, when we duly attend to 
tne memorable event referred to, and the numerous happy conſe- 
quences which are likely to proceed from it to many millions of 
tbe human race, yea, to generations yet unborn, That important 
dent cannot, therefore, but intereſt the feelings of every friend of 
zuman nature, and muſt give peculiar pleaſure to every benevolent 
Chriſtian. Many of the decrees of the Conſtituting National At- 
embly would do immortal honour to a Britiſh Parliament; where- 


a they ſet other ſtates a laudable example of perfecting what 5 
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That a vaſt race ſhould all at once be born, 


* 1 it 9 — 2 
r * 4 - 
- n 7 7 — — — + \ 
— _ 
- — — 
l — - 
— »w 0 = of D < 
_ * * * 5 v >» — 7 
—— — * — — 
— 


186 A MONITOR 


To ſhare her joys, and her bright reign adorn; 
That bigotry on rapid wing retires, 
No more to kindle her dread, ruthleſs fires ; 


That 


be defective, and rectify ing what may be wrong, in their reſpeQiv: 
Conſtitutions, Indeed, ſeveral Powers have already, either from vir. 
tue or neceſſity, ſo far profited by-rtee example, as to adopt many 
ſalutary regulations, by which the rigorous and opprellive yoke 
they had been ſo long wreathing about the neck of their ſubjects, i; 
become more mild and tolerable. 

The Civil Conſtitution which Britain has enjoyed ſince the hap. 
py Revolution, take it all in all, is certainly an admirable effect of 
human wiſdom, and cannot be too much prized by thoſe who rea 
the benefit of it. Vet, like every other human production, it mull t 
have its imperfections; ſome things capable of being improved, ot 0) 
needing to be redreſſed. To profit, in this reſpect, by the wiſdom M1 
and example of our neighbours, is not unbecoming the wiſeſt and 
the greateſt, Tho? the only revolution neceſſary among us, be a re- 
volution in the morals of the people; yet oor political ſyſtem has a 
ſome excreſcences, which need to be pared off, and ſome vacuities 


that would be better to be filled up. If the Author, at any time, tol 
makes free to point out what appears ſuch, he would by no means the 
be thence underitood to undervalue his privileges as a Britiſh ſub- but 
jea, which he holds as dear, and prizes as highly as any. nh 
While we congratulate ſo many millions of our fellow profeſſing Bl 
Chriſtians, on the recovery of the diſtinguithing privilege of chuſing * 
4 


their own paſtors, to officiate among them iu ſacred things; we cat- 
not but ſenſibly regret, that, in this Proteſtant Country, the ſubjetts by i 
thould be treated, in this reſpect, like ſo many mere cyphers. Both 
reaſon and Chriſtianity aſcertain this right to a Chriſtian people, pec 
a right, the due uſe of which nearly concerns their happineſs in 


time and thro” eternity: but with us, this right muſt be invelted, 0 it 
perhaps, with thoſe who have no concern for their own ſouls, or the * 
ſouls of others, becauſe, forſooth, they can call a portion of earth nuall 
theirs; and that, after long experience, has pointed out the many ve | 
unhappy conſequences of this Heatheniſh mode of ſettling Church- * 


es. | 
We cannot but admire and applaud that wiſe and liberal policy, . 

which hath led the National Afﬀembly to make all worthy citl- Neid: 
rens eligible to offices of civil power and truſt in the executive, © 
well as in the legiſlative part of government, without one invid- 
| 2 


— 
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That ſuperſtition, with her horrid gloom, 
For light, by toleration, hath made room; 
While Hell deplores, with her old daughter Rome: 
Rejoice, that ghoſtly, o'ergrown wealth and pow'r, 
So long abus'd, have periſh'd in an hour. 
Rome's 


ous exception: while the Britiſh Legiſlature continues ſtill in 
force, notwithſtanding repeated application for a repeal, a partial, 
and ſometimes oppreſſive act, which excludes many of the moſt wor- 
thy citizens, and moſt loyal ſubjects, from ſerving their king and 
country in offices they are otherwiſe found qualified to fill; yea, 
expoſes them to heavy fines, becauſe they cannot in conſcience join 
with, or conform to the rites of the Eſtabliſhed Church. Does their 
long approved loyalty merit no better return from the State? Are 
they to be treated as ſtep-children, merely for their religious opi- 
nions, while they are left to bear the burdens of the ſtate equally 
with thoſe who participate its favours ? 

Can we but juſtify and applaud the equity of that decree,which re- 
trenched the overgrown wealth and power of an indolent, haughty, 
and corrupt Clergy; while it provided a competency for thoſe on whom 
the labours of the ſacred function devolved ? We have indeed heen 

told, that this piece of reformation in the Church is to be aſcribed to 
| the infidelity of the Legiſlative body, becauſe they bad no idea of God ; 
but, even allowing that to be the caſe, it muſt be owned, that their 
infidelity, deteſtable as that principle is, has done more for the ho- 
nour of human nature, and the happineſs of mankind, and bears a 
more friendly aſpe& on their civil and religious rights than the flaming 
„vel and conſecrated bigotry of others. I he tree is known, however, 
is fruit, and juſtice, not to ſay charity, requires we ſhould fo 
ge. We are not called to ſerve Mammon, nor is our God a re- 
ipecter of perſons, elſe they might do him excellent ſervice, who 
c ſome of his profeſſed miniſters with wealth, white others are left 
lo ſtarve, 

We were of late told, that no leſs a ſum than 166, 500. goes an- 
mally to the maintenance of the Forty-eight Biſhops, who are on 
de Engliſh and Iriſh Eſtabliſhment ; while, perhaps, you will find 
ix or ſeven thouſand Curates under them, who have not ſo much 
wowed them taken altogether. Notwithſtanding their fat livings, 
n not too apparent, that the character of /abourers in the vine- 
hard applies but poorly to moſt of them? Do they watch for ſouls 
8 they, who muff give an account? Or can they, and other dignitaries 
{the Church, as they are termed, once ſuppoſe, they will be ad- 
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| | Rome's lordly Zealot, in his-papal chair, 
May now announce his thunders to the-air ; 
Thoſe kingdoms damn, which he no more can rule, 
His reign: confin'd to ſuperſtition's ſchool. 

While k&ingly pour, on its old baſe, doth ſhake, 
And ſubjects claim the privilege kings to make; 
Can prieſtbood's reign maintain its former ground, 
Or long ſurvive the recent, bleeding wound ? 

Let Church and State, each where, be timely wile, 
Conform their manners to the ruling ſkies ;. 
For Heay'n can ſoon their pomp and pride-allay, | 
If once o'ertaken by their judgment day. 
No pow'r ſo great, but God can ſoon o'erturn, 1 
Nor fo fecure, but may ere long fad mourn ; A 
For he ſtill holds the balance and the ſword, 


And is, of kings, th' Almighty King and Lord. T 
Would the grand, potent-monarchs of the earth In 
Derive true fame from their exalted birth, N 
Let them the King of kings ſerve and adore, W 
While they on grandeur's gilded pinions ſoar ; Ju 
While, like the ſun, amid the ſtarry hoſts, Le 
They ſhine, let them ſhed bliſs thro? all their coaſts ; Wl »o 
Io all their ſubjects nurfing Fathers prove, W 
Like the Supreme Almighty Power above ; An 
. | Still Wi 
1 [ | Anc 
; mitted to give in that account 9 150 5 as they ſeem to think the) The 
can diſcharge the duties of their Junction? It is to be hoped, ict = Glac 
honour of Chriſtianity, and the benefit of thoſe who profels it, that 
fuch defects and blemiſhes will in due time be corrected; and d Y 


this the National Aſſembly of France have ſet us the laudable er. 
ample, wheteby they have, doubtleſs, greatly benefited the ſubjec 
All ranks ould be unanimous in whatever is for the good of til 
whole, tho* a feu individuals ſhould hereby ſuffer, 
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$till ſparing of their treaſure and their blood, 
And acting as the delegates of God. 
That fav'rite maxim of deſpotic pride, 
s now exploded, and by all deny'd, 
That kings are ſubject to the Lord alone; 
Do not the People ſtill ſupport the Throne? 
Were kings ordain'd their people {till to bleſs, 
Can millions, then, than one crown'd head be les Fo 1 
A nobler honour is to ben'fit all, | | 
Than act the haughty deſpot in their thrall. 
Who but the baſe could e' er a pleaſure find. 
in proving ſcourges to their fellow-kind?ꝰ 
The dread and terror of the human race, 
As void of gen'rous feelings as of grace? 
How will a nation bleſs the happy day, 
That crowns a prince of mild auſpicious ſway ; 
In whom they view their venerable Sire, 
With boſoms fraught with loyalty's ſweet fire? 
When kings are wiſe, averſe to vice and pride, 
juſt in their ſway, let ſov'reign pow'r preſide. 
Let worth a ſeat in royal breaſts (till find, 
50 ſhall authority with love be join'd. 
When this and wiſdom both our Senates grace, 
And men of virtue are the men in place, 
With joy may ſubjects then obſerve the laws, 
and to the Throne intruſt their ev'ry cauſe — 
The Throne regardful of the Nation's weal, 
Glad at their bliſs, and ever prone to feel. 
Ye happy Britons, ſtill revere the laws, 
dull loye your King, who merits your applauſe ; 
Whoſe 
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Whoſe ears are open to your ſuppliant cry, 


Unite their wiſdom to promote your weal, 


By grace diſpoſe on thy great Name to call, 


Nor will your juſt petition long deny. 
If aught aggrieve, the Throne in form addreſs, 
The Throne and Senate will your wrongs redreſs; 


Enact juſt laws, and the reverſe repeal; 
Nor long prove deaf to loyalty's juſt plea, 
For regal pour, and public-weal agree, 
What would disjoin theſe is no Liberty. ö 
While ſav'd from woes which other ſtates depreſs, 
The praiſe aſcribe ſtill to the God of grace. 
While the dread peſt empoiſon'd arrows ſpeed, 
And war, dire war, adds legions to the dead; 
Amidſt this doleful, deſolating ſcene, 


| for 
May Great Meſſiah, Prince of life, ſtill reign, | i 
Edueing good from this deſtructive bane, 7 
And thence extending his benign domain. 1 
While Popi/h Babel ſhakes, Lord, haſte its fall, * 
And from groſs darkneſs ſoon the nations call! 0 
Let the glad tidings of thy Goſpel run. 1 
Where'er are ſhed the beams of yonder fun, wi 
Till fin and ſorrow's gloomy reign ſhall ceaſe, = 
And thou wilt bleſs with piety and peace, dot 


Diffuſe thro' theſe thy fame and high renown, 
While as their King the people all thee crown : 
Endue with Wiſdom kings and princes all, 160 


Make earth's each realm a province of thine own, * 


teu 
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That they may rule their ſubjects in thy fear, 

And in their port the Judge and Sire appear. 
Rejoice, ye Britons, in Immanuel's reign, 

A port befitting your high claims maintain; 

Break off each courſe which his dread wrath defy, 

And yield obedience to the Pow'r on high, 

That while we pray His reign may crown each clime, 

Ourſelves may ſhare its bleflings in their prime. 

May God, to Britain, ſtill inſure that aid, 

Which guards her friends, and foes can ne'er invade; 8 

| Thro' 


* One of the greateſt of princes, whoſe reign was diſtinguiſhed 
for honour, peace, and proſperity, being authoriſed of Heaven to 
ik whatever be pleaſed, prudently preferred w;/dom and Enowledge, 
to fit him for the arduous taſk of governing well, In that night 
did God appear unto Solomon, and ſaid unto him, Aſk what I 
* (hall give thee, And Solomon ſaid unto God, O Lord God, thou 
balt made me king over a people, like the duſt of the earth in 
" multitude. Give me now wiſdom and knowledge, that I may gs 
"out and come in before this people: for who can judge this thy 
people, that is ſo great?“ 

Does not his example here, at once claim the regard, and merit the 
mitation of the rulers among the nations? And would it not be 
kappy tor their ſubjects did the acquiſition of wiſdom and ſcience, 
om ſimilar motives, ever lie neareſt their hearts? Our ears would 
bot then be perpetually ſtunned with-the rumours, and noiſe of war 
ad hoſtile preparations. The heavenly reſponſe, vouchſafed to the 
Wore prayer, clearly ſhews, how acceptable ſuch a choice in princes 
would be to the Deity ; and how much it would redound to thei: 
dan honour and ſafety, and the happineſs of their ſubjects, were this 
the object of their unfeigned defire, and frequent requeſt, ** And 
Cod faid to golomon, Becaule this was in thine heart, and thou 
bat not aſked riches, wealth, or honour, nor the life of thine e- 
Temes, neither yet haſt atked long life; but halt aſked wiſdom 
ad knowledge for thyſelf, that thou mayett judge my people, o- 
der whom I have made thee king : Wiſdom and knowledge is 
granted unto thee, and I will give thee riches, and wealth, and 
onour, ſuch as none of the kings have had that have been be- 
Wie thee, neither thall any after thee have the like.“ 2 Chron, i. 


he 


The Throne's mild e and Heav'n's approvi 


His ſtandard rear, and cauſe his grace o'erflow ; 
Put hell's grim ſons to an immediate flight, 


That Truth and ſanctity may bleſs our iſle, 


\ 
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Thro' ages ſix on our thrice happy iſle, 


ſmile ; 

Cauſe virtue, . and the fruits of peace, 
Abound each where, _ erimes are made to 
ceale ! A 3:97 | 

While foes to Piety ſpread likes a thats 
O'erwhelm, vaſt numbers, and diſtreſs the good, 
O may God's Spirit check the daring foe, 


And chaſe the gloomy ſhades of moral night *, 


And Zion make, like Eden, fair to ſmile !. 
May trees of Righteouſneſs the vineyard grace, 
And cumb'ring ones in number ſtill decreaſe! N 
May green, and fruitful olives there abound, 
To' beautify this conſecrated ground, 

That it may prove a nurs'ry for the ſkies, 
Whoſe produce ſhall yet grace ey'n Paradiſe ! 


* 11a. lix, 19. 
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HEAR this, ye old men, and * ear, all ye inhabitants of the land. 
Joel i. 2. 

Hear ye now what the Lord ſaith; for the Lord hath a controverſy 
with bis people 5 and he will plead with them. O my people, what 
have I dane unto thee, and whereim have I weartied thee ?* teſtify a- 
gain me. Micah vi. 1, 2, 3. 

[ will come near to you to judgment ; and I will be a ſwift witneſs 
apainft thoſe that fear not me, ſaith the Lord of boſls, Will a man 
rob God yet ye have robbed me. Te are curſed with a curſe: for 
ye have robbed me, even this whole nation. Your words have been 
fout againſt me, Te have ſaid, It is vain to ſerve God: and what 
profit ir it, that we have hept his ordinance ? and now ye call the 
proud happy : yea, they that work wickedneſs are ſet up ; yea, they 
that tempt God are even delivered. Mal. ii. 

All ſeek their own, not the things which are Jeſus Chri/Ps, Phil. ii. 21. 

Krording to their paſiure, ſo were they filled: they were filled, and 
their heart was exalted ; therefore have they forgotten me. As 
they were increaſed, ſo they ſinned again/t me: therefore will I change 
their glory into ſbame. Hol, xiii, 6.—iv. 7. 

Wall I not wifit for theſe things ? ſaith the Lord: and ſhall nat my 
ſoul be avenged on ſuch a nation as this * He that chaſliſeth the 
beaten, ſhall he not correct you? Jer. v. 9. Pſal. xciv. 10. 

An, that for all theſe things,God will bring inta judgment, Eccl. xi. . 

bexoid, the day cometh, that Mall burn as an oven ; and all the proud, 
yea, ana all that do wichedly ſhall be fubble: and the day that co- 
meth ball burn them up, ſeith the Lord of hofts, that it ſhall leave 

ver neither root nor branch. Mal. iv. 1. 

vat for the day : for the day of the Lord is at hand, and as a de- 
fruction from the Almighty ſhall it come. He is flrong that exe- 
euleth bis word: for the day of the. Lord is great and very terri- 
ve; ond who can abide it? Joe. i. 15.—it. 11. 
oy be hall Bring upon them their own iniquity, and ſhall cut them 

their own wickedneſs ; yea, the Lord our God ſball cut then 


1 Plal, xciv. 23. 
f B b it 
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If my. people, which are called by my name, ſhall humble thenſelve, 
and pray, and ſeek my face, and turn from their wicked way; 
then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their /in, and will 
Beal their land. Hear ye me, The Lord it with you, while ye le 
with bim; and if ye ſecb him, he will be found of you ; but if Je 

Jonſale bim, he will forſule you. But when they in their troub}; 

did turn unto the Lord, and ſought him, he was found of them, 

2 Chron. vii. 14.—xv. 2, 4. 

You only have I known of all the families of the earth : therefore will 
I pumph you for all your iniquities. Amos iii. 2. 

Jui puniſb the men that are ſettled on their lees ; that ſay in they 
heart, The Lord will not do good, neither will he do evil. Zeph.i. 12, 

When thy judgments are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world 
un learn righteouſneſs. Let favour be ſbeued to the wicked, ye 
will be not learn righteouſneſs : in the land of uprightneſs will be 
deal unjuſtly, and will not behold the majeſty of the Lord. Lord, 
when thy hand is lifted up, they will not ſee: but they hall ſee, 
and be aſbamed ; yea, the fire of thine enemies Jus devour them, 
Ifa, xxvi. 9, 10, 11. 

My people are bent to back/liding from me : tho? they called them to the 
Moft Higb, none at all would exalt bim. How ſhall I give thee up, 
Eritain? how /ha/l I deliver thee, O iſle of the ſea? how 4 
make thee as Admab ? bow ſhall ſet thee as Zeboim ? Hol. xi. 70. 

Turn you at my reproof: bebold, I will pour out my Spirit unto you! 
will make known my words unto you. Prov, i. 23. 

Before the decree bring forth,  b:fore the day paſs as the chaff, before 
the fierce anger of the Lord come upon you, before the day of it 
Lord's anger come upon you. Seel ye the Lord, ſeek righteouſneſi 
ſeek meekneſs g & it may be ye ſhall be hid in the day of the Lord's a 

Fer. Zeph. ii. 2, 3. 

Seek the Lord, and ye ſball live, {off he break out like fire, and dev, 
and there be none to quench it, Seek him that turneth the ſhade 
. "of death into the morning, and mateth the day dark with night : h 

calleth for the waters of the ſea, and poureth them out upon the ja 

of the earth, the Lord is his name. Amos v. 6, 8. 

Theſe are the things that ye Hall do, Speak ye every man the tru 
his neighbour : execute the judgment of truth and peace in yl 
gates ; and let none of you imagine evil in your hearts again/t 
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neighbour, and love no falſe cath : for all theſe are things that I 
bate, ſaith the Lord. Zech. viii. 16, 17. 


Iherefore, let my counſel be acceptable unto you, and breat off your 


fns by righteouſaefe, and your intquities by ſhewing mercy to the poor 
if it may be a lengthening of your tranquility. Dan. iv. 27. 


þ [ſrael, O Britain, thou haſt deftroyed thyſelf, but in me ts thy help, 


[ will be thy ting: where tr any other that may ſave thee in all thy 
ities? O return unto the Lord thy God: for thuu bai fallen by 
thine iniquity. Tale with you words, and turn to the Lord: ſay 
unto him, Tale away all iniquity, and receive us graciouſly : ſo will 
we render the calves of our lips. Aſhur ſhall not ſave us: we 
will not ride upon horſes : reuber will we fay any more to the work 
of cur hands, Ye are our gods; for in thee the fatherleſs findeth 
mercy, Hoſ. xiii. 9, 10.—xIv. 1, 2, 3. 

cept the Lord of hols had left unto us a very ſmall remnant, we 
ſhould have been as Sodom, and we ſhould have been like unto Go- 
miurrah, Ye that are the Lord's remembrancers beep not filence ; 
and give him no reſt, till he eflabliſh, and till he make Jeruſalem a 
praiſe in the earth, Iſa. i. 9.—1x11. 6, marg. 7. 

the miniſters of the Lord weep, and let them ſay, Spare thy people, 
0 Lord, give not thy heritage to reproach, that the heathen ſhould 
rule over them: wherefore ſhould they ſay among the people, Where 
u ther God 2 Joel ii. 17. 

u the Lord /aid unto him, Go through the ma of the city, through 
ie mid} of Jeruſalem, and ſet a mark upon the ſore head of the 
nen that figh, and that cry, for all the abominations that be done in 
ihe mid} thereof, And to others he ſaid, Go ye after him through 
lie city, and ſinite: let not your eye ſpare, neuber have ye puy : 
day utterly old and young, both maids and little children, and wo- 
men; but come not near to any man upon whom 1s the mark ; and 
begin at my fandtuary. Ezck. ix. 4, 5, 6. 

e to the righteous that it ſhall be well with him; for in the time 
f trouble the Lord ſhall hide him in his pavilion: in the ſecret of 
la tabernacle ſhall he hide him, he ſball ſet him upon a rock. Iſa. 
. 10. Plal. xxvii. 5. 


be Reader need ſcarce be told, that, in ſelecting the above 
Ages of ſcripture, tho? originally addreſſed to the Jews, they 
te tought to be but too applicable to ourlelves as a nation. No 
Pure 11 of private interpretation 5 for God is an univerſal ſpeak- 

Bb 2 er, 
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OW terrible the works of Nature's God, 
When o'er a guilty land, he ſhakes the rod 

Of awful juſtice, by their crimes incens'd, 
And breaks the barriers, which the nation fenc'd 
The arrows of his quiver manifold, 
His mighty pow'r and juſtice theſe unfold. 
Theſe arrows fly with ſpeed at his command, 
And ſwift convey the vengeance of his hand. 
What finite efforts can their force reſiſt ? 
Yet ſhall they ſtrike all who in ſin perſiſt. 
By ſword, by famine, and the fatal peſt, 
And earthquakes too, his juſtice ſtands confeſt. 


Of all, the laſt moſt terrible appears, 
The very ſound alarms each mortal's ears, 
Who can but tremble, when earth is convuls'd, 


Shook from the centre, and its ſurface tols'd ? 
| | Th 


er, and what he ſaith to one nation, or invidual, he faith to all U 
poſſeſs the ſame character, and tread in the fame paths. The! 
proofs directed againſt fin and finners in the ſacred oracles, are! 
tended to reach the like perſons and practices, in every age, to wk 
theſe oracles may come ; for the example of our Lord and his ap 
tles, juſtify us in thus expounding and applying them. The 
nunciations of divine wrath levelled agaivit others, whether k 
communities or private perſons, belong to us, if we relcmble tþ 
in their guilt, This we thould ever bear in mind, while wes 
or hear the word of God, would we profit by it. It, therctore 
peared proper to give a number of icripture texts a place here! 
eliewhere, in this Addreſs; and many others might caßly bes 
ed, equally, if not more ſuitable. Theſe will have their uch 
with ſuch as fear God, and regard the authority of his word. 

the reception of this work, ſo tar as the Author is concerned, 
it may, theſe demand attention, are enforced by the mot lch 
ſanctions, and will be fulfilled in their ſeaſon : Wherefore, fh 
any ſhut their cars againit the admonitions contained in them, 


alone ſhall bear it“. L 1 


„Prov. Ix. 12. 


_— 
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This to effect. God needs but give a frown, 

Look down in wrath from his imperial throne. 
Earth's pillars then will ſhake and totter all, 
And menace empires with a dread downfall ; 
Yea, threaten to intomb its guilty load, 

And execute the vengeance of its God. 

That God, ye Britons, hear and ſtil]. adore, 

Who wards this ſcourge from our long-favour'd ſhore, 
While diſtant regions feel its dire effects, 

And peſtilence combin'd, two deaths connects. 
Their ruin'd cities wealth and pomp could boat ; 


Yet deſolation now o'erſpreads their coalt, 
While few ſurvive to mourn their kindred loſt. 


Our ears have heard of fuch ſad tales of wo, 


Enough to melt the heart ev'n of a toe “. 
Why 


The dreadful cataſtrophe of Liſbon and Port- Royal is ſtill freſh 
in our memory; and who can read the account of it without hor- 
ror? What, then, muſt they have felt who were ſpectators of the 
ſolemn ſcene, and immediately concerned in it? In theſe awful ca- 
lamitics, to uſe the language of the prophet, the Moft High ſeemed 
to come out of his place, to puniſh the inhabitants of the earth, 
* for their iniquity ;? (Ia,xxvi. 21.) and thoſe who would not pre- 
viouſly ſee his hand, when lifted up in milder chaſtiſements, and 
take warning, were made to teel the terrors of his wrath, and hum- 
bly deprecate his conſuming vengeance, Amidſt ſuch defolating 
ſcenes, the (touteſt heart fails, and none of the men of might find 
their hands, What will they do, then, at the ſolemn ſcene of final 
retribution, when the carth throughout ſhall reel like a drunkard ? 
—do, when the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; 
in the which the heavens ſhall paſs away with a great (a cra/hing) 
"noiſe, and the elements ſhall melt with fervent heat, the earth alſo, 
and the works that are therein ſhall be burnt up;' when all the 
powers of nature {hall be unhinged, and time and days give placo 
to dread eternity ?—* Seeing then, that all theſe things thall be diſ- 
' folved, what manner of perſons ought we to be in all holy conver- 
lation and godlineſs, looking for, and haſtening unto the coming 
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Why made not yet to ſeel this dreadful rod, 
This awful fcourge of an avenging God ? 

Is it becauſe, more innocent than they, 

He us beholds with a propitious ray ? 

Becauſe, with all due reverence, we ſerve 
That Lord Supreme, who nations doth preſerve ? 
Alas! not fo, our guilt appears confeſs'd, 

Of deeper dye than theirs, tho' highly bleſs'd 
Of gracious Heaven, with gifts which far excel 
What any nation elſe can boaſt or tell, 

Our crimes the greateſt light and love reſiſt, 
More flagrant thence, yet in them we perſiſt. 
Should we refuſe to hear God's voice abroad, 
Reform our conduct at the diſtant rod; 

Can we expect he ſhould us overlook, 

Connive at guilt like ours, as if forſook, 

He left the government of things below, 


Not caring once if we him ferve or know? 
Such 


* of the day of God, wherein the heavens being thus on fire ſhall 
be diflolved, and the elements melt with fervent heat?“ 2 Pet. iii. 
10, 11, 12. 

Vhile writing this“ the papers inform us, that ſome ſmart ſhocks 
of an earthquake have been felt in certain places in Scotland for ſe- 
veral days ſucceſſively. Let us bleſs God, that while theſe warn 
of merited danger, they ſhould prove as yet fo harmleſs in their et- 


| tefis. But who can ſay to what they may be the prelude ? for Gud 


uſually warns before he ſtrike a deciſive blow; and ſuch warnings, 
not improyed, enhance both its ſpeed and weight. So far, howe- 
yer, from improving them, the fame paper announced a ſcene ot 
modern diſlipation in the neighbourhood, where they only regret- 
ted, that the weather did not permit their carrying it to ſuch ex- 
cels; ſo true is it of collective bodies, as well as of individuals ;— 
A prudent man forſeeth the evil, and hideth himſelf: but the fim- 
* ple paſs on, and are puniſhed.” Prov. xxii. 3.—xxvil. 12. 


October 21. 1791. 
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duch the vain language of theſe daring fodls, 
Who own not God, but act as Satan's tools; 
Diſſeminate their tenets ev'ry where, 
Their vices propagate with helliſh care. 
Such fools abound ev'n in this land of light, 
Tho' great and learn'd, yet are they fons of night, 
Maturing faſt for inconceived wo; 
For God ſhall meet them as their mighty foe. 
Tho' now he bear, he'll make his voice be heard, 
Thoſe ſoon to quake, who now him diſregard. 
His ſword can reach the daring rebel's heart, 
Make proudeſt ſinners yield to its dread ſmart. 
He kindly warns before he ftrike the blow, 
Happy if we ſuch warnings learn to know. 

Hath he not warned Britain to beware, 
His juſtice not provoke, repel his care? 
Have not the dire alarms of civil war, 
Beſpoke his wrath from us not diſtant far ? 
duch walte of blood and treaſure ſure declar'd, 
That God who ſuffer'd long, no longer tpar'd. 
An empute to Great Britain ever loſt, 
Which once we deem'd our glory and our boaſt; 
Loſt by weak meaſures, and by dire neglect, 
Which on our arms, and counſels, mult reflect *; 


Yet 


la ga ſermon intitled Britain's Fall, preached on occaſion 
"2 General Faſt in the year 1782, I find- the following remarks, 
Mick allude to the eveat referred to above ; and I appeal to the 
3 if it is not to be devoutly wiſhed, there were leſs truth in 
nem. 

Among other cauſes which the Author aſſigus for our all, he 
"5 particular notice of our nationa/ pride and haughtineſs, aud of 
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Yet Heav'n was juft in puniſhing our crimes, 
By loſs of blood, and treaſure, in theſe climes. 
Whither, alas! is Britain's honour fled, 
When her fam'd ſons, who oft victorious led 
Her valiant troops triumphant from the field, 
To peaſant- bands the palm diſgraceful yield ! 


Ah: 


dur prgſigacy and corruption of manners. * he former of theſe. 
* (ſays he) has drawn upon Britain the indignation of Europe, ad 
drawn from her the allegiance of America. It was deemed be- 
*neath the dignity of Britain, to liſten to her aggrieved Colonies; 
and when their Petition and Remonſtrance came over to the Ca. 
« pital, and was preſented in the humbleſt manner, by di/tinguiſhed 
* and worthy characters“, they were inſulted both by the ſenate 
* and the people.” 

With regard to the latter of theſe evils, he adds, That the pre. 
* ſent age is ſunk in deep corruption, is a truth as manifeſt as it is 
* melancholy. From this fatal fountain. flow venality, perjury, 
faction, oppoſition to legal authority, drunkenneſs, lewdnefs, breach 
* of matrimonial vows, and that venal and mercenary ſpirit that per- 


* yvades the great Senate of the nation, —This is a main cauſe that p 

Britons, 4 

"4 

Of theſe diſtinguiſhed and worthy characters, the late famous Dr Frans. ' 
lin was one, This great philoſopher, and able politician, was a warm and | 

ſteady friend to Britain, and exerted, himſelf to bring about an happy 20. 74 


commodation between her and the Colonies, till our own conduct gave # 
different turn to his views and exertions. The papers have told us, that 
being examined on that, occafion by the Privy Council, they, inſtead ol re. 
garding the ſalutary meaſures which he recommended, and which, if adopt- 
ed, would have, in all human probability, ſaved America to this countr7- 
treated both him and his propoſals in a very haughty and cavalier mann, 
From that moment he was induced to alter his ſentiments and conduct; an 
all Europe knows what influence that alteration had on the event of that un. 
happy diſpute ; for, under God, America owes, in a great meaſure, her 
preſent immdependance to the wiſdom of his counſels, and the zeal and activ} 
ty of his good offices in her cauſe. Thus, when God means to mortity a 
chaſtiſe a people for their crimes, he infatuates their councils, and leave 
them to proſecute ſuch meaſures as will infallibly defeat the very ends the. 
mean to ſerve by them; which we find often exemplified in the ſcripture 
hiſtory, particularly on the occaſion of the unhappy rupture betwixt Ifra 
and Judah, in the days of Rehoboam, which afterwards gave birth to k 
many fatal conſequences to both kingdoms ; and is, no doubt, often ex*m 
plified in the world. 2 Chron, x 
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Ah! ſhall the Vet'ran, rear'd mid hardy toils, 

permit rude valour to bear off the ſpoils; 

To capture thoſe who often bravely fought, 

Where they with martial ardor, laurels ſought ! 
It ill becomes thoſe who a nation guide, 


Direct their councils, or in war preſide ; 
| | In 


' Britons, once a race of hardy warriors, are now ſo enervated and 
' effeminate, that either they are afraid to face the enemy, or loſe 
' the golden ſeaſon, lolling on the lap of ſenſual pleaſure. It is well 
' known, that in our camp, and when the camp was in an enemy's 

country, fome of our generals and officers winded little elſe but 
' their criminal 1ntrigues and pleaſures. Who knows not that an 
' iland was lately taken from us, when its governor was in purſuit 
of his own amuſement? And who is ignorant, that another iſland 
' was nearly taken, when its governor was alleep? When our tleets 
' are to fail in queſt of the enemy, is it rare to find our captains 
' ſo drenched in wine, as to be incapable to do their duty? For 
' this criminal conduct ſome of them have been tried and broken. 

He ſubjoins in a note what was partly anounced in the public pa- 
pers during that unauſpicious period; — Not to mention the C—-r 
in ch—f. it is well known, that a field officer (tho' the bu/band of 
an atntable woman,) became the /lave of an American miltreſs, 
ho nearly brought him to a fatal end. For, either from the 
hopes of a high reward, or from a deſire to be revenged for ſome 
real or ſuppoſed injury, ſhe accuſed her effeminate gallant of hold- 
ing a treaſonable correſpondence with General Waſhington, by 
' her means, Upon this he was taken into cuſtody, and tried by a 
court- martial, who acquitted him for want of a fuller evidence. 

* While this diſgraceful deed was tranſacting at Philadelphia, 
6—1 How, and the officers of the army converted into gl. 
rooms ſeveral elegant houſes, which had been abandoned by their 
' owners, upon the arrival of the Britiſh army; and, that the ſcene 
of diſſipation might be laid complete, a p/ay-bouſe was fitted up, a 


qt of oficers commenced players, and ſeemed fonder of ſhining 


upon the Hage, than on the feld of battle. Always dangerous and 
' often deadly are the paths of vice and folly, and this round of dif- 
' pation had nearly terminated in the deſtruction of the Britiſh ar- 
y. Upon a certain night, when the play-houſe was crowded 
irh the officers of the fleet and army, ſome wicked incendiaries 
Ut nearly blown it up. They had found means to convey a large 
quantity of gun power into one of the cellars below the theatre, 
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In whom the public ſafety they repoſe, 
To waſte their time in pleaſure midſt their foes, 
If luſt for pleaſure, or for wealth bear ſway, 
And thro? each patriot-virtue force its way; 
If irreligion in each form prevail, | 
And Heay'n itſeif with hoſtile darts aſſail; 
Is it once ſtrange our plans abortive prove ? - 
Can they be ſanction'd by the Pow'r above? 
When we rely on human ſkill, or might, 
Deem martial proweſs equal to the fight; 
'Tis 


* and an old woman was juſt going to light the fatal match, when 
*'a centine}, obſerving her, prevented this dreadful tragedy, which, 
* bad it been ated, would have ſent to eternity, in a moment, the 
* commanders in chief, and the principal officers of both the fleet 
and army, Meantime, (if I am well informed) General Wash. 
* ington was to get the ſignal ; and, amidſt the general conſterna- 
tion and ditorder, to attack and cut in pieces the army,—l an 
* not ſurpriſed, that this anecdote is ſcarcely known in Britaia; 
© ſuch a narrative would have cut but a ſorry figure in G— 
* H—w's diſpatches 
If we admit the above as matter of fact, is it any way ſurpriſing 
America thonld ceaſe to be ours; elpecially when we conſider our 
aggravated guilt at home, as concurring to bring matters to ſuch: 
criſis So far from being ſuitably affected with the tokens of God" 
diſpleaſure manifeſted in that unhappy diſpute, and its diſaltrou 
conſequences; by our conduct, we too much reſembled that wicke 
prinee in I{rac], upon whom a diſtinguiſhed brand ot infamy is {et 
in the facred hiſtory—* In the time of his diflreſs did he treſpa 
© yet more againſt the Lord;? to which it is ſubjoined, with a ps } 
culiar emphaſis, © This is that King Ahaz,? that obflinate, incor 
gible tranſgreſſor, whom the Spirit of God exhibits in his word © 
an awful beacon, for the inſtruction and warning of all ſucceeds 
generations. 2 Chron. xxviii. 22, While God, by the diſpeni 
tions of his providence, was bedging up our way as with thor 
like him, we would yet break through. That ancient proverb hols 
of nations, as well as of individuals, and, alas! of our nation in fat 
 * ticular—* "Tho? thou thouldelt bray a fool in a mortar among whe: 
© with a peſlil, yet will not his foolithneſs depart from him. Fr 
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ceed to make a full end, and to eaſe himſelf of us as his ad verſane 
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'Tis juſt in God to blaſt our riſing hopes, 
To level with the duſt our boaſted props. 
From ſov'reign claims, we fall in our demand, 
As if unable longer to withſtand ; _ 
Still loſing ground, we are conſtrain'd to yield, 
And leave our Colonies to reap the field. 
Each overture of peace reject they ſtill. 
Till once attain'd the ſummit of their will. 
No added trophies bear we on return, 
While Britons ſtill the loſs ſuſtained mourn. 
What anxious griefs oppreſs'd each patriot mind, 
While num'rous woes in dreadful form combin'd ; 
While Albion's ſons wage war with kindred foes, 
And civil carnage her dire havock ſhows ! 
The various ſchemes deviſed this to ſpare, 
Fail of effect, and iſſue in deſpair, 
Tho' vict'ry ſhould attend Britannia's arms, 
Ver Brethren gain'd, evaniſh would its charms. 
The pain we feel at former friends diſtreſs, 
Muſt ſwell our wo, our happineſs decreaſe. 
While glory prompted to the warrior's crown, 
Dear bought, with &indred blood, the gain'd renown. 
Our partial conqueſts but increaſe our wo, 
From that campaign what num'rous burdens flow ! 
What taxes thence may lire and fon oppreſs! 
What blood, what treaſure, pav'd the way to peace *! 
Cc 2 | While 


* By the American war Britain hath loſt thirteen rich and ex- 
tenfive Provinces, a hundred and twenty millions of treaſure z and 
bout 129,000 men! a loſs immenſe and irreparable! We have been 
"e!y told, in the papers, that * fince the year 1768 our national 

debt 
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While, independent, Britain's forc'd to own 
Her ſtates, for ever ſever'd from her Throne. 
Offended Heav'n would thus our glory ſtain, 
Our guilt the cauſe, of this alone complain. 

*Tis fin makes warriors bleed, while thouſands mourn, 

And war's dire flames with waſting fury burn. 

Sin whets the ſword, and points the fatal ſteel, 

The ſource of all the ills which mankind feel. 

In theſe events, does not our God proclaim 
His ire at Britain, from our ways reclaim ? 

Few, few, alas! do yet incline their ear, ; 

To hear his voice, in theſe dread ſcenes, and fear 
The ſame infatuated people ſtill, 
Thus we the meaſure of our fins fulfill ! | 

Our cup, how nigh the brim, God only knows, 

But that *tis filling faſt our conduct ſhows. 

An angry Heaven hath ot late down pour'd 
Dread ſigns of wrath, while pond'rous hail it ſhow'r'd, 
On diſtricts not remote; ſhould we not fear, ; 
Dread God's diſpleaſure, and his pow'r revere ? 
While the fierce ſurge our fellow-men o'erpow'rs, 
In numbers on our coaſts, and them devours ; 
Should we not learn herein to own our God, 

His foot-ſteps mark, and tremble at his rod? 
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debt has been increaſed more than 140 millions, and the empire 5 
* diminiſhed more than one half!“ a ſerious matter, even to poſleti. f 
ty. Should we unhappily involve ourſelves in war, who can {ay 
how much may be added to the load? Our national reſources, hon. 0 
ever great, have their bounds; but our national debt, increaſing t | 
ſuch a rate, mult exceed all bounds—a matter wherein every ſub- C 
ject is not a little intereſted ; for, if ever paid, it muſt be out of the Rn 
public purſe, which mutt mean-while anſwer for the interelt 0! 5 
inch an enormous ſum. 
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Can we forget that deſolating peſt, 
Which once our Capital did ſore infeſt ; | 
While thouſands, hurried thence, to meet their doom, 
Became, in crowds, the tenants of the tomb ? 

Or that moſt awful, and devouring flame“, 
Which had well nigh extinguzſhed her name ; 
| Diflodg'd 


” 


* The awful viſitation of London, in the year 1665. by that 
dreadful executioner of incenced juſtice, the plague, was ſuppoſed 
to have cut off at leaſt 100,000 of the inhabitants, beſides thoſe who 
died of it in the country, What an awful ſcene was here betwixt. 
the dead and the dying; while the peſtilence walked in darkneſs, 
and deſt ruction waſted at noon-day ! Trade and commerce at a ſtand 
—the ſcenes of pleaſure and amuſement deſerted terror painted 
on every countenance, Many families all dead corpſes, while ſcarce 
enow could be found to inter them! Surviving infants were found by 
their deceaſed mothers, while none could be prevailed with to take 
charge of them. The ftreets preſcnted nothing but ſpectacles of 
horror and wo, Crowds flocked to the churches, deeply penetrated 
with awful apprehenfions of immediate death, and an opening eter- 
nity, Their ſhrieks of wo, and importunate cries for mercy, were 
ſufficient to pierce and melt the moſt unfeeling heart. A time- 
ſerving clergy abandoned their people in their extreme need, to 
ſhift for their own ſafety ; while their late worthy ejected miniſters 
ſtepped forth, at the riſk of incurring the diſpleaſure of govern. 
ment, and at the imminent riſk of their own lives, to adminiſter to 
their diſtreſſed and dying br&hren every aid in their power. Then 
the goſpel meſſage, in their mõdtir; proved glad tidings of great zoy 
to many, who had often deſpiſed and rejected it: for * when he 
' ſlew them, then they ſought him; and they returned and enquired 
' early after God.” Pſal. Ixxviii. 34. 

Thus proud Mar/ei//es, about eighty years ago, was reduced by 
i imilar calamity, in leſs than fifteen days, to a theatre of compli- 
cated miſery and wretchedneſs, And, of late, what ravages bath 
the plague committed in Turkey, whence it may be communicated 
rarious ways to us, ſhould God permit. 

The very next year, while this awſul calamity was ftill freſh in 
their minds, God was pleaſed to vifit London with another ſignal 
token of his diſpleaſure, that memorable fire which was compu- 
ted to have deſtroyed 13200 houſes, befides much treaſure. 'Thys 
the greateſt and proudeſt city on earth was ſoon humbled to the 


dult, ſoon made a Magor- miſſabib, a terror to itlelt, and all around 
it, 
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Diſlodg'd vaſt numbers, and conſum'd their ſtore, 
Both which events made many deep deplore ; 


While they declared Heaven to be juſt, 


Who for their crimes thus brought them to the duf}. 
Such events ſtill admonith reaſon's ear, 
Whoſo is wiſe will not decline to hear; 

For 


it; while God appeared, by theſe tokens of his wrath, a terror to 
them all becauſe of their fins. What language, what imagination 


can paint the horrors of ſuch tremenduous ſcenes? Did they no: 
audibly announce the wrath of the Almighty againR our land? ye 
many ſuch arrows are in his quiver, which he can empty at pleaſure 


againſt the impenitent workers of iniquity. 

It is probable, God employs · the miniſtry of angels in ſuch awful 
viſitations of his wrath ; tor we find one of theſe, being armed with 
a divine commiſſion, deſtroying, in the days of David, about 50, co. 
of the Jews by the peſtilence, in the ſpace of a few hours; ano. 
ther cutting off the vali hoſt of Sennacherib, and a third, the firſt. 
born, both of man and beaſt, in Egypt, in one night. If one of theſe 
ſpirits is equal to ſuch mighty feats, what is the whole aflembly of 
the ungodly to the Almighty ! He is a God of terrible majeſty, and 
who can ſtand if once he be angry? All bis enemies are but as bri- 
ers, thorns, and flubble, and who would ſet theſe in battle before 
bim? he would go thro” them, and conſume them altogether, Good 
heavens! where and how thall the wicked and ungodly appeer 4. 
the great day of final retribution ? What a day of conſternation and 
deſpair ſhall this prove, when the lofty looks of man ſhall be hun- 
* bled, and the haughtineſs of men ſhail be bowed down, and the 
Lord alone be exalted.” Ila. ii. 11. 

If others. have been fo viſited in Providence, what ſecurity can 
we have, that ſuch viſitations ſhall not overtake us? for docs n 
the continued repetition of the ſame crimes frequently procure the 
repetition of the ſame or worſe jvigwents? Awful, however, © 
theſe diſpenſations are, for a people to have the goſpel continues 
with them, and that goſpel commiſſioned to preach them deaf, blind. 
and obdurate, all which is conſiſtent with external proſperity, “ 
an{peakably more to be dreaded : and yet this ſeems to be the judge 
ment of the preſent day, tho? few have eyes to diſcern it, and hen 
to fecl and lament it, which but increaſes the calamity. * My peo 


ple would not hearken to my voice: fo I gave them up unto their 


* own hearts luſt: (or, as the margent reads it, t the hardneſs dave 
ru 
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For the ſame God can in a moment make 
Our cities ruins, and our iſle to quake. 

And hath he not of late our ifland ſhook, 
Which many felt? let us adore, and look | 
To that kind hand, which ftill the blow ſuſpends, 
While juſtice ſome reſpite to mercy lends. 

But ſhould we ſtill his juſtice ſtern provoke, 
Abuſe his patience, will he not revoke 
His flighted favours from a race ſo baſe, 

Who ſadly mifimprove their day of grace ? 
Does God the nations govern by his pow'r, 
And will he ſuffer them contempt to pour 
Still on his righteous laws, his grace inſult, 
And not the honour of his name conſult ? 
Does he, all Wile, the nations ſtill correct, 
That on their ways they may, in time, reflect; 
And ſhall he never chaſtiſe Britain's iſle, 
Tho' fins of deepeſt dye each where defile ? 
Chaſtiſe he will, believe it, and not fail ; 

O let not blind ſecurity prevail! 

Abuſed lenity will juſtice rouſe, 

The more incens'd, the more we grace refuſe. 


"Tis 


* bearts) and they walked in their own counſels.“ © Yea, wo alſo 
to them when I depart from them.“ Pfal, Ixxxi. IT, 12. Hol. viii. 
12, That we hearken not to God's voice, but wander in our own 
counſels, our deeds proclaim over the whole nation. [ hat this is 
an evidence that God hath departed from us, and given us up to 
our own heart's luſt ; is there not too much cauſe to fear? While 
ve follow, of rather far exceed the Jewiſh nation in their fins, may 
God forbid we thould be made like them iu their plagues z by turn- 
* 3 from our evil ways to the wiſdom and obedience of 
it J4 L 
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Hath he not ſmote, expreſſive of his ire? 
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When his afflictive hand aſſail'd the Throne; 


2724 EE 


Tis Heav'n's great rule, obſerved to mankind, 
A rule approved to the human mind, 
That thoſe who ſhare his gifts in greater ſtore, 
Of them th' impartial Judge requires the more; 
Or, if abus'd, their ſtripes ſtill deeper makes, 
When he the juſt, correcting rod once takes. 
In proof hereof, ſurvey the rolls of time, 
In ev'ry age, and nation, and each clime; 
For theſe do all joint atteſtation bring, 
To vouch this conduct of Almighty King. 

In various ways, O Britain, hath thy God, 
Diſplay'd o'er thee his juſt, paternal rod. 


O dread his wrath as a conſuming fire ! 
Did not this King of kings upon us frown, 


Brought down our Royal Sire to verge of fate, 
Diveſted for a time of regal ſtate ? 

Who can forget ? {till is it freſh in mind, 

Yet Heay'n, propitious, was to Britain kind ; | 
Diſpell'd in mercy the ill-boding gloom, 

And made our joys and hopes a-freſh to bloom, 


Our King reſtores, his tranquil days prolongs, A 
While his increaſing joys compole our ſongs, gra 
Long, long may God his life and Conſort's ſpare, 1 
Own them and ſeed as objects of his care; (bl 


Their ev'ry bliſs on earth for years prolong, 
Till rais'd to join the happy, royal throng, 


Who ſing his praiſe in never-ceaſing ſong®. 
| Our 


Our Sovereign's late affliction, alluded to above, tho for the 


time grievous, gave occaſion to a diſcovery which muſt be ee 
arne 


1 
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Our Royal Sire, adore this great Supreme, 
And let his praiſe ſtill form thy grateful theme ; 
To him each gift, and ev'ry pow'r of thought, 
As doubly due, with cordial heart devote. 
His will and glory, be theſe ſtill thy aim, 
Fordie alone confers immortal fame, 
Not as the claim of regal dignity : 
But the free gift of him who is Moſt High, 
To thoſe who own his ſway, obſerve his laws, 
Their pow'r employ to guard and rear his cauſe. 
In yain do kings above the people ſoar, 
f they do not the King of kings adore, 
Who ſoon can level each imperial throne, 
Make death, terrific monarch, claim them as his own. 
Of late, a gloom had our whole ſky o'erſpread “, 
The gath'ring ſtorm, by various ſources fed, 
Did menace Albion's ev'ry cliffy ſhore, 
With horrid war's rekindling, martial roar ; 
Did threaten our long-favour'd, guilty coaſt, 
With foes combin'd, a formidable hoſt. 
T r Our 


qrateful to his Royal mind; namely, the intereſt he hath in the 
dearts of his ſubjects. In his recovery their warmeſt wiſhes were 
gratified, and the prayers of many heard; while all deſcriptions of 
men teſtified, in their own way, their joy thereat. Happy were it 
or us, did our dutiful regards to Heaven manifeſt themlelves lo vi- 
Aly, as on that memorable occaſion our attachment to his Royal 
perion, and concern for the happineſs of his illuſtrious houſe. In 
at diſpenſation, that God, by whom kings reign, and princes rule 
ad decree juſtice, was pleaſed to addreſs us in language at once 
lireatening and expreſſive. Oh that we were diſpoſed to hear his 
dolce, leſt a worſe thing befal us! | 


The Author here alludes to the late diſagreeable diſpute with 
pan, reſpecting Nootka Sound, which threatened to involve this 
duntry in very ſerious conſequences, See the following note. 
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Our land, exhauſted by a former war, 

May pray this ſcourge be long kept from us far; 

That us alarm may not the direful ſound, 

While Britain bleeds ſtill by her recent wound. 

But, would not God be juſt ta deal the blow, 

Becauſe averſe to learn his ways and know? 

May he not juſtly all our glory ſtain, 

Diveſt our land of empire o'er the main, 

Becauſe our impious ways that land profane? 

Lo! mid due wrath, he thinks on us in love, 

The blow ſuſpends, doth all our fears remove; 

Bids welcome peace extend her olive bough, 

Our commerce ſwell, in recent channels flow. 

Thus on our coafts, he deigns once more to ſmile, 

O that our ways might hence no more defile ! 

He ſtill averts the dread, avenging ſtroke, 

O that, thence lur'd, we may his name invoke, 

Nor more, by crimes, his juſtice ſtern provoke ! 5 
Aſcribe not, Britons, to your martial hoſt, , 

The ſtill protracted ſafety of your coaſt ; 


Nor to your {kill and armaments for war, þ 
That this deſtroyer, from his gloomy car, Þ 
Spreads not, as yet, his terrors all around, a 
While thouſands periſh by his deadly wound. be 

, *% ne 

Beware, you rob not Heav'n of glory due“, * 
Leſt war his torch 'gainſt us inflame aneẽw; 5 
| * FT 

Na "Us 

| ü | Car 

It has been often juſt ground and matter of complaint, that ui e 


fituations the moſt ſerious and critical, fo far from exerciſing 40 
humble dependance on ſuperintending Heaven, and imploring, & 
acknowledging the Divine interpoſition, our infidelity and practicl 


athelle 
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Nor quench, but in the current of our blood, 
'Tis dang”rous to provoke Almighty God, 

For ſhould our preſent vices {till prevail, 

Sure he will viſit, and our land aſſail. 

The longer he ſuſpends the earned blow, 

Will make wrath's torrents deeper, wider flow. 


The 


atheiſm manifeſt themſelves in the moſt open and avowed manner. 
Of this nature is that ſhamefully gaſconading language, which hath 
been ſo often circulated thro? the nation, by the channels of convey- 
ing public intelligence, to our great reproach as a profeſſedly Chri- 
lian people, and the grief of thoſe who cherith a due ſenſe of our 
conſtant and neceflary dependance on God. 

Lately, on occaſion of our apprehended rupture with Spain, which 
threatened to involve us in war with the half of Europe, the proud, 
munting language of vain ſelf-confidence was pompoutly announced 
thro! the land, while the matter hung in awful ſuſpence. Among 
the various reaſons that were commonly aſſigned for the amicable 
termination of that unhavpy diſpute, the following, and the like ob- 
frvations, which appeared in our news- papers, ſhow, but too plain- 
ly, bow much the friendly and ſeaſonable interpoſition of Heaven 
3 overlooked, as if we were aſhamed, or afraid, to own the interfe- 
rence of ſuch an Ally, left this thould derogate too much from the 
midom of our councils, and the proweſs of our martial leaders and 
troops. 

This happy termination of a diſpute that ſo recently wore an 
' hoſtile aſpect, is to be aſcribed to the general confidence of the 

people in, and national fervour thus aiding the operations of Go- 
'vernment. With an army unanimous, and a navy in the fineſt 
tate of diſcipline and harmony, what advantages ought we to ex- 
pect? After enumerating the naval forces of theſe powers, whoſe 
atention to combine againtt us, did a rupture take place, we had 
good reaſon to ſuſpect, we find it added; Were our enemies dou- 
ble their preſent number, there is no doubt but the Tarr of Old. 
Enzland would give a good account of them. Nature has given 
us thoſe impregnable wooden walls, which all their united torce 
an never ſurmount, What high ſwelling words of vanity !—Are 


t ele Chriſtians who can expreſs themſclves after this manner on 
ach critical occaſions? or thoſe who can receive ſuch bluſtering, 
ane exprethons without diſapprobation ? Does it derogate from 
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The more abus'd bis patience and his grace, 
The weightier vengeance ſhall in time take place. 
Forbid, ſecurity ſhould ſtill bear ſway, 

And lead to miſimprove the ſhort delay! 

When moſt ſecure, the fatal haur js near, 


War 


the military character of an eminent Commander, that be ſpeaks of 


himſelf, and his enemies, in a quite different language * ?-—* Truly 
* in vain 1s falvation hoped for, from the hills, and from the multi. 
* tude of mountains ;? from the number, ſtrength, and prowels cf 
our fleets and armies, and from our various national reſources; 
© truly in the Lord our God is the ſalvation of 1ſrael,” the deliver 
ance of Britain, from every threatening«danger, and our continued 
peace, ſafety, and proſperity. ESE... 

When we are thus ſhy, or athamed, of owning the Lord of hoſls 
in ſuch circumſtances, may he not juſtly diſown us, and leave the 
arm of fleſh, of which we are ſo apt to make our haughty boalt, to 
decide the quarrel ? Does he not rule in the armies of heaven, and 
do among the inhabitants of the earth according to bis pleaſure! 
and yet, we would exclude his preſence and agency from his own 
domis ions; while, to uſe a ſcripture ſimile, we ſacrifice to our own 
net, burn incenſe to our own drag, and ſay, in effect, to our felloy: 
men, Ye are our gods. Would not a ſober Heathen be aſhamed to 
uſe ſuch language, leſt he ſhould be deemed a contemner of the 
gods, and treated accordingly ? and can it but grieve the hearts of 
thoſe who regard that Providence which ſuperintends the concerns 
of ſtates and individuals? We hear of the wooden-walls of Old 
England; but allowing theſe floating bulwarks of our ille were 
compoſed of the firmeſt oak, and manned by the braveſt men, doe: 
not our own palt experience ſufficiently ſhow how eafily God's [word 
can pierce them, and the preſſure of his mighty arm cruth them is 
pieces? Should he only blow with his winds, arming them meat. 
while with his commiſlion, and they fink as lead amidit the might 
waters, That this is not more frequently the caſe, muſt be owned 
to be a miracle of long ſuffering on God's part; when we reflect that 
theſe boalled wooden-walls contain ſo many nurſeries of vice, 20d 
ichools of profaneneſs and blaſphemy. Tell it not in Gath, pub- 


„lich it not in the ſtreets of Aſkelon, Jeſt the daughter of the un- 
8 © circum 


* Lord Cornwallis, in his late diſpatches to the Directors cf the Eaſt-Inc'3 
| Company. 


War rages ſtill in Britain's diſtant coaſt, 
With a Barbarian throng—a num'rous hoſt, 
Let not her ſons perſiſt in empty boaſt “. 


What foe ſo mean but Heaven may employ, 


To check our pride, our braveſt ſons deſtroy ? 
| War, 


f circumciſed triumph: Let it not be heard in Pagan climes, that 
Britain's enlightened ſons regard the Almighty Guardian of their 
coaſt much leſs than their benighted race do theſe tutelar deities, 
which no where exiſt but in their own deluded minds. — Can we re- 
collect the fate of the Royal George—the Ville de Paris—the Ca- 
to man of war, Oc. and yet uſe a language highly inſulting to that 
God, who fits as King on the floods, while our fleets are every mo- 
ment, when out of port, at the mercy of his winds and waves, theſe 
ſervants of his which are ever ready to fulfill his pleaſure ? 

On ſuch an occaſion, how would a loyal ſon of ancient Greece or 
Rome behave ? Would he exclude the gods of the ſtate from all (hare 
in the glory of a ſucceſsful war, or an honourable peace? Let all the 
records of antiquity, handed down to us, whether by Hiſtorians, 
Poets, or Philoſophers atteſt ; and let their conduct put the man 
baptized infidels of Britain to the bluſh, as they will, doubtleſs, rife 
vp in the future judgment againſt them, and condemn their more hea- 
theniſh port. Homer, that famous ancient Poet, ſets out in his Iliad 
with obſerving, that the will of Jupiter, their ſupreme deity, was fulfill 
ing in that ſeries of events which he was about to relate. This general 
principle is illuſtrated and confirmed throughout the whole poem, 
vor do his heroes once loſe ſight of it; for they are introduced on 
al occaſions as piouſly referring every event, whether proſperous or 
adverſe, to the interpoſition of the gods, whom they never fail to ac- 
knowledge, In this, as in other things, he adhered, no doubt, to 
lhe prevailing ſentiments and cuſtoms of the people and times where- 
af he wrote. a 

Of the ſame infidel ſpirit re probated above, ſavours the following 
remark reſpecting our late diſpute with Ruſſia z © Should the inter- 
' ference of the mediating powers be neceſſary for the reſtoration 
" of peace, England is in a condition to ſweep the Ruſſian flag from 
le ocean, or that of any power that may enter into the ambitious 
' ſchemes of this heroine,” Here that weighty axiom of ſacred 
Writ, ſo often verified in the hiſtory of mankind, ſeems to be entire» 
ly overlooked —* The race is not to the ſwiſt, nor the battle to the 
'lirong ;? For the battle is not yours, but Gods.“ Eccl. ix, 11, 


2 Chron, xx. x5, 
Similar 


2 How neceſſary and ſeaſonable ſuch a caution, the Reader may 
Pure from the above note. 


* 
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War, baleful war, oft flies on rapid wings, 

From coaſts remote, a train of evils brings; 

. While myriads periſh in his bloody lake, 

Who God provoke, nor guilt's vile courſe forſake. 
Once more He claims allegiance to the ſkies, 


Once more bids Britons ope their ſlumb'ring eyes, 
Awake 


Similar bravadoes were often thrown out during the late Ameri. 
can war, and we all know what became of them. If our fleets and 
armies are more than match for all that can riſe up in arms againlt 
us, why, in the name of wonder, are we at ſuch trouble and expence 
to form continental connections? It may be queltioned, whether we 
would not be better without theſe; for do they not often involve 
us in bloody and expenſive wars? Was there more dependance on 
God, there would be leſs on man, nor would we have occafion to 
make ſuch ſacrifices in order to procure human alliances. What 
God ſaid of old to the Jews applies, perhaps, in this reſpect to out. 
ſelve . Wo to them that go down to Egypt for help, and ſtay on 
* horſes, and truſt in chariots, becauſe they are many; and in horſe- 
* men, becauſe they are very ſtrong : but they look not unto the 
© Holy One of Iſrael, neither ſeek the Lord. Vet he alfo is wile, 
* and will bring evil, and will not call back his words: but will a- 
© riſe againſt the houſe of the evil-doers, and againſt the help of them 
© that work iniquity. Now the Egyptians are men, and not God; 
© and their horles fleſh, and not Spirit : when the Lord ſhall ſtretch | 
* out his hand, both he that helpeth ſliall fall, and he that is holpen : 
© ſhall fall down, and they all ſhall fall together.” IIa. yxxi. 1, 2, 4. f 
If a peoples ways pleaſe the Lord, he can make their enemies be at 
peace with them; or, ſhould they invade them, give them as the 
* duſt to their ſword, and as driven ſtubble to their bow.“ Iſa. xl. 2. 1 
To ſuch he ſaith, They that ſtrive with thee Gall periſh ; they 
that war againſt thee ſhall be as nothing, and as a thing of nought 
For 1 the Lord thy God will hold thy right hand, ſaying unte 

* thee, Fear not, I will help thee.” Verſes 11, 12, 13. It the 34. y 
vantages reſulting from continental alliances be problematical, the 
expediency of interfering with foreign diſputes, without apparent 
neceſſity, ſeems to be ſtill more equivocal ; tho? the latter is, l- 
deed, viewed as a juſt and neceſſary conſequence of the former. 

With regard to our vain confidence in our internal refources, cat 
we forget that ſalutary admonition, fo often repeated in ſcripture 
He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord.“ Is it not ſurprißag 


that any ſhould glory in man, and make the arm of fleſli his by 
glor) 
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Awake from fatal ſleep, and. Heay'n implore, 
Ere juſtice ſmite, and mercy ſhield no more *. 
As for their prey fierce wolves and bears ſtill rage, 
Or lions ſtern, ſo men with men engage; 
Urg'd on by thoſe who o'er the world preſide, 
Too oft ambition's ſlaves, the dupes of pride. 
| Death 


glory thus in the wiſdom of human councils, and in the ſtrength and 
military proweſs of martial forces, who hath acceſs to read; Thus 
© {aith the Lord, Curſed be the man that truſteth in man, and ma- 
' keth fleſh his arm, and whoſe heart departeth from the Lord. For 
che ſhall be like the heath in the deſert, and ſhall not fee when 
good cometh,” Jer. ix, 23.—xvii. 5, 6. The impolicy of ſuch 
conduct is no leſs obvious than its impiety ; for none can ſo harden 
themſelves againſt God, and proſper. | 

The ſame Almighty Governor among the nations interrogates 
lis profeſſing people on this head—* And what will ye do in the 
day of viſitation ? to whom will ye flee for help? Without me 
they ſhall bow down under the priſoners, and they (hall fall under 
' the ſlain— As a bowing wall ſhall ye be, and as a tottering fence.” 
Ih, x. 4. Pſal. Ixii. 3. Were theſe things duly believed, or attend - 
ed to, would our ears be ſtunned, or our hearts grieved with ſuch 
min, empty boalling? yet the words of God are facts, while thoſe 
of mortal man are but dying breath, Diſregard his words we now 
may, but, in his own time and way, he will make us to hear, to ſee, 
and to feel them: Heaven and earth (ſays he) hall paſs away, but 
my words ſhall not paſs away,“ or fail of their accompliſhment ; 
For verily I fay unto you, Till heaven and earth paſs, one jot or 
done title ſhall in no wiſe paſs from the law, till all be fulfilled.” 
Mat, xxiv. 25,—v. 18. 

When we conſider what we are, and have been, our preſent tem- 
per and diſpoſitions, with regard to God and religion, and our paſt 
conduct; have we not too much reaſon to expect he ſhould addreſs 
us, as he did the Jews of old, I have no pleaſure in you, neither 
vil I accept an offering at your band.“ Mal. i. 10. 


_ * Since the above lines were wrote, the Author is happy to have 
in his power to congratulate his Country on the ſucceſs of our 
ans in the Eaſt; yet the prudent counſel of an ancient monarch me- 
"ls our regard; * Let not him that girdeth on his harneſs boaſt him- . 
belt, as he that putteth is of:“ (1 Kings xx. II.) for what can be 
EY 
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Death ſpreads bis vail o'er many a hero's eye, 
Alike the vanquiſh'd, and victorious die; 
Or the proud victors triumph o'er the lain, 
While drench'd with blood is the whole hoſtile plain, 
Than beaſts of prey, ah! man to man more fierce, 
Who can their mutual cruelties rehearſe ? 
To furies human beings theſe transform, 
Are oft committed under friendſhip's form. 
Too oft the wolf lies hid in ſheeps attire, 
Diſpos'd to joy in wounds, in blood, and fire! 

Ah! what can war but ſow the feeds of war? 
The peace it ſeeks too oft it ſets afar, 
When this fair gem thro? hoftile plains is ſought, 
The tranſient beam, alas! is dearly bought ; 
Which love and reaſon might at once ſecure, 
Nor war's dread horrors myriads more endure, 
O would earth's monarchs all their frays compole, 
By meaſures mild, nor force to force oppoſe, 
No longer treat their ſubjects as their foes! 

Be wile, ye Britons, ſtill averſe to wage 


War with the nations, or their ire enrage ; 
| For 


more uncertain than the events of war? Theſe are among the things 
which God hath put in his own power, whence the battle is not ab 
ways to the ſtrong. 

But allowing an honourable peace ſhould once more preſent us 
with her olive bough, a thing much to be wiſhed even in the moll 
proſperous war, how ſoon may a more formidable enemy [tart up 
from ſome other quarter ; for the brighteſt day may be ſoon over: 
caſt with clouds, and the ſierceſt ſtorm ſucceed the greateit calm 
Let vs, however, bear in mind, that our very worſt foes are thole 
internal ones of our own creating, which appear in multitudes every 
where; for abounding fins are certain tokens of approaching judg* 
ments, and muſt, in various ways, militate againtt the hon. ui 2rd 
prolperity of any people among whom they prevail. Sin 15375 
* proach to any people.“ Prov, xiv. 24. 
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For conqueſt may not always crown your arms, 
Nor ſtates be aw'd by all your loud alarms. 
Peace, peace alone, can your bleſt ſtate reſtore, 
Repair the loſſes you have borne before; 
Maintain your commerce, and your load decreaſe, 
Whence prize, and cheriſh all the means of peace. 
Tho conqueſt ſhould her laurels ſtill beſtow, 
Make Britain triumph o'er her ev'ry foe; 
Yet o'er the ſpoils humanity muſt wail, 
While thouſands periſh, as her arms prevail. 
Not war, but Science can a State adorn, 
Impart true fame, add luſtre to a Throne, 
To this Britannia greater glory owes, 
Than to her num'rous triumphs c'er her foes, 
fer Claſſic page her more renown will gain, 
Than all her battles on the hoſtile plain 
for deeds heroic with the brave would die, 
Did Science not aid, and time's ſtern pow'r defy, 

Conſider, Britons, ancient Greece and Rome, 
The cauſe forget not, while you mark their doom. 
Tho' fam'd for arts, for proweſs, and for wealth, 
And conqueſts, wide extended over earth ; \ 
let vice, deteſted vice, ſoon brought them low, 
lade them a prey to each invading foe. 
WW! ::c, and proud Babel, once as queens did reign, 
ad fondly thought they ever ſhould remain; 
et righteous God did all their pomp o'erthrow, 
er. n deſtin'd hour, wrath's torrents them o'erflow. 
) far'd it too, with ſtates of glorious fame, 
ad wealthy cities of renowned name, 


1 E e Which 


Whoſe arm, outſtretch'd, did them oft ſhield and faye: 


How. weak is mortal pow'r, to Heav'n alone, 
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Which but in annals faithful page we trace, 

While quite unknown their former ſite, or place. 

When moſt ſecure, the fate deſerv'd was near; 

Boaſt not of what may quickly diſappear. 
Confider, likewiſe, Iſrael of old, 

A people highly favour'd of the Lord, 


Yet to their foes a prey, at length, them gave ; 
Becauſe, perverſe, they {till went on, and ſinn'd, 
'Tho' often warn'd, and from his ways declin'd. 
For us, like them, he oft diſplay'd his pow'r, 
Ott choiceſt bleſſings on our land did ſhow'r : 
But if, like them, we ſtill him diſobey, 

Like them, we too ſhall have our judgment-day. 
Our deep ſecurity no proof can yield, 

That mercy will perſiſt our iſle to ſhield : 

The fad reverſe, does not experience ſhow ? 
Who records paſt conſult, this truth muſt know. 
When we leaſt dread, our ruin may be near, 
What fatal events happen in a year *! 


Are future events, fate of nations, known ! 
Like 


* When our Lord ſaid to his diſciples, while admiring the mag 
nificent buildings of the temple, * Verily I ſay unto you, There ſhall 
* not be left here one ſtone upon another, that ſhall not be throm 
« down,” (Mat. xxiv. 1, 2.) there was little fign of the predicted e. 
vent, no, not for years after; for the Jews were then under the pro 
tection of the Roman empire, and at peace with all the world. 10 
ſin ſo abounded, that the cup of their iniquity was nigh full, au 
hence, within forty years, the prediction was accompliſhed to the 
conviction of thouſands. Wrath came upon them to the uttermoß 
and left them neither root nor branch in their own land. Do 0 

eir paſt calamities, and preſent ſtate, ſpeak aloud, this too neediul 
admonition, * He that bath ears to hear, let him hear.“ * Be ye theres 
fore ready alſo: for the Son of man cometh at an hour When Je 


© think not.“ 


[ike day, all kingdoms have their dawn, or rife, 

Their bright noon-tide, and their duſk ev'ning ſkies, 

Their clouds and ſtorms that terminate in night. 

Which rarely iſſues in returning light. 

Tho! Britain's ſun for a long ſpace did ſhine, 

Yet ev/ning ſhades announce his near decline. 

Ofended Heav'n ſeems loath to ftrike the blow, 

The fated hour draws near we yet muft know. 

Abounding ſins the ſureſt tokens yield, 

That juſtice ſoon will ſmite, nor mercy ſhield. 

he fatal hour once come, no more reſpite, 

e righteous Judge of all, will then requite 

he inſults he long bore, and force to own 

conduct juſt, while foes are left to moan. 

0 that the thoughtleſs, diſſipated throng, 

Nould change their courſe, while grace her pleas pro- 
long ; | | 

'ould timely liften to the voice of God, 

te made to feel the preſſure of his rod! 

te loſs ere long ſhall prove quite paſt redreſs, 

dould man, intent on ſhow, on feaſts, and drels, 

il waſte his time and wealth in folly's train, 

Id ſo procure a doom to endleſs pain. 


mar: : , "2 | 

er wealth, if theirs, if thus profuſely ſpent, 
ay lile ſcarce a mite to their great Lord is lent *, 
e pt ll, doubtleſs, ſoon a ſad reverſion yield, 


den neither wealth, nor birth, nor pow'r can ſhield. 
Ee 2 Theſe 


He that hath pity upon the poor lendeth unto the Lord; and 
t which he hath given will he pay him again.“ Prov, xix 17. 
bis ſecurity good? and will he not repay with advantage thoſe 
thus truſt him; tho? alas! few of the rich and great incline to 
M their wealth on ſuch ſecurity / 
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In that dread lake, where ſulph'rous torrents flow. 
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Theſe God. beſtows, as things he deemeth naught, 
On thoſe who have not his rich fayour ſought, 
Whoſe life's a dream, and death with wo is fraught | 
For, in his fight, both birth and wealth a toy, 
And of no worth, but as we them employ. 
Since ſolid bliſs from empty paſtimes flies, 
And only can be reaped from the ſkies ; 
Since ſhe reſides not with the rich and great “, 
From folly's haunts, as from a peſt retreat ; 
For her each coſtly, varied ſcene but cloys, 
What all her flatt'ring gain but tinſel toys? 

Still bear in mind, the final audit's nigh, 


When your each deed ſhall meet Jehovah's eye. 


How will you look, when he'll to view preſent, 
A ſwelled roll of days and years miſpent, 

Of wealth, which your paſt follies only owe, 
While for good ends you ſcarce would aught beltow 
A dread review, enough ſure to appal 

The firmeſt, haughtieſt heart among you all! 
Tho! you poſſeſs ſhould treaſures richly ftor'd, 
Of this you are but ſtewards for your Lord. 
One law to all hath the great judge aſſign'd, 
One way to bl:is both low and high muſt find; 
Deſpis'd by either, nought awaits but wo, 


* To this there are, and have been exceptions; for tho' 61 
yet ſome mighty and noble are called. "Every ſtate bath its 40 
tages and temptations ; yet he who beſt Knows both, ant their al 
intluence, {aw reaſon to ſay, Ho hardly ſhall they that have! 
enter into the kingdom of God!“ Mat. x, 23. He, inde ce, 
plains this in the next verſe, © How hard is it for them that un 
* riches, to enter into the kingdom of God;“ but to poſſeſs tat 
and not truſt in them, is, perhaps, no common attainment 
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Let ſuch as fear the Lord cry day and night *, 
That he would ſpare our land, maintain our light; 
Our tranquil days prolong, and ſtill us bleſs, 
With virtue, piety, and rich increaſe; 

For who can tell, but he our voice may hear, 
And, of his grace, remove each ground of fear? 
'Tis Faith and Pray'r that form the golden key, 
Which opes the palace of Eternity ; 
For theſe united, every gift command, 
Which can enrich, and ſtill protect a land; 
Procure relief amidſt deſerved wo, 
And cauſe it proſp'rous, tranquil days to know; 
Nay gain, thro? Jeſus, free acceſs to heav'n: 
For grace and glory are to men ſo giv'n. 
Paſt hope our caſe, if God his ear denies, 
Nor grants relief in anſwer to our cries ; 
Yet ſuch hath been poor Iſra'l's caſe of yore , 
Let ſinners tremble, and in time adore. 

God will, at leaſt, mid ſcenes of deep diſtreſs, 


His own ſecure from harm, their fears reverle ; 
While 


* Let the prieſts, the miniſters of the Lord," weep between the 
porch and the altar, and let them ſay, Spare thy people, O Lord, 
and give not thine heritage to reproach. Ve that make mention 
of the Lord, keep not filence ; and give him no reſt, till he eſta- 
* bliſh, and till he make Jeruſalem a praiſe in the earth.“ Joel ii. 
17. Iſa. Ixii. 6, 7. 


+ © Then ſaid the Lord unto me, Tho? Moſes and Samuel ſtood 
before me, yet my mind could not be toward this people; caſt 
' them out of my fight, and let them go forth. Tho? Noab, Da- 
"mel, and Job were in it, (viz. in the land,) as L live, faith the 
Lord God, they ſhall deliver neither ſons not daughters: they 
' ſhall but deliver their own ſouls by their rightebuſneſs. Jer. xv. 1. 
Ezek, xiv. 20. | 


A prey to juſtice are then left to fall. 


When God ſhall prove a terror to us all, 


Wulle juſtice ſtern our evil deeds requite; 
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While ſuch as now refuſe on him to call, 


O would they now but lay this truth to heart, 
Prevent, in this their day, the killing ſmart ! 
Would they repent of all their hateful crimes, 
And fly for refuge to the Lord betimes ; 

While mercy courts, and deigns to lend an ear, 
God may be found, and draws to finners near ! 
The Father now, will ſoon the Judge aſſume, 
And all who mercy light, in wrath conſume. 

Is not our guilt yet grown a pond'rous load,— 
Our guilt contracted *gainſt Almighty God, 
That we, ſo keenly, ſtill that load increaſe, 
And ſtill reject each overture of peace? 

Of African and Indian blood, the cry 

Hath doubtleſs reach'd the righteous Pow'r on high. 
This, with internal guilt, forebodes his ire, 
Which, if once rous'd, ſhall ſeize his foes like fire. 
Should Britons ſtill perſiſt, that ire, tho' flow, 

May ſoon o'ertake, and in dread ſurges flow ; 


Perhaps, conſign our unborn ſons to thrall. 

Be juſt, be merpiful, to your own kind, 

Would you in time of need his mercy find ; 

Nor more abet ſuch traffic of our race, 

Leſt Heav'n, provok'd, ſhould cloſe our day of grace. 
His patience may ſoon tire, more to reſpite, 


Unleſs we timely learn theſe to amend, 


And to his voice, with filial awe, attend. 
Have 
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Have we not, Britons, too juſt cauſe to fear, 
The wrath, we merit, may to us be near ? | 
This often operates unfelt, unſeen, 
Yet is not thence, in its dire pow'r, leſs keen, 
Should God his gracious influence deny, 
Our earth make ſteel, convert to braſs our ſky, 
With-hold his Spirit, while his word we ſhare, 
And o'er Ins vineyard ceaſe his former care; 
Muſt not the i/zby then, ſtill filthy prove, 
And few be ſmit with charms of ſacred love? 
Muſt not a. ſleep profound from God o'ertake, 
The throng ſecure, a prelude of the late? 
This fatal peſt prevails, alas! each where, 
So ſpeaks the fad neglect of pious care. 
They're deaf and blind to their own chief concern, 
In their own eyes too wife of God to learn, 
Unaw'd by wrath, unmov'd by Heay'n's bright love, 
In the broad path, with ſtubborn heart they move; 
The flow'ry, thronged path, which leads to wo, 
Tet warn of danger, and you're deem'd their foe *. 

May 


Men may fo abuſe their religious advantages, as to convert that 
into a /avour of ſpiritual death into eternal death, which might, if 
wuly improved, become the /avour of ſpiritual /ife into eternal life. 
Hence God gives this awful charge to his prophet, * Go and tell this 
people, Hear ye indeed, but underſtand not; and ſee ye indeed, 
but perceive not, Make the heart of this people fat, and make 
"their ears heavy, and ſhut their eyes: leſt they fee with their eyes, 
zd hear with their ears, and underſtand with their hearts, and 
convert, and be healed.” Iſa. vi. 9, 10. Or, as our Lord expreſles 
% © Becauſe they ſeeing, ſee not; and hearing, they hear not, nei- 
ther do they underſtand, By hearing ye ſhall hear, and ſhall not 
nderſtand ; and ſeeing ye ſhall ſee, and ſhall not perceive. For 
bis people's heart is waxed groſs, and their ears fre dull of hear- 
"8, and their eyes they have cloſed ; leſt at any time they _— 

ee 
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May He, who rules as Sow'reign Lord of all, 
His Spirit give, and ſinners lead to fall, | 


Low at his throne, and with contrition found, 


Obedient to his word-and rod be found ! 


May 


© ſee with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and ſhould unders 
* ſtand with their heart, and ſhould be converted, and I ſhould hea! 
them.“ Mat. xiii. 13, 14, 15. | 

This paſſage, at firſt addreſſed to the Jews by the prophet, was 
verified in the days of our Lord and his apoſtles, and we find it fre. 
quently quoted, or alluded to in the New Teſtament, as often re- 
ceiving its accompliſhment in the Church of God. 

No wonder God ſhould be provoked to forſake a people, when, like 
the profane Gergeſenes of old, they, in effect, beſeech him to depart 
out of their coaſts, by preferring their {wine to him—the gratifica- 
tion of their corrupt luſts and paſſions, to his honour and ſervice, 
That this is too prevalent in our land, innumerable circumſtances 
ſerve to atteſt, He, however, uſually puts up with many provoca. 
tions, before he thus quite abandon, as appears in his carriage to- 
wards his ancient people. . The glory of God appeared to Ezekiel, ( 
firſt to retire from its wonted place in the Temple to the threihold, j 
and again, from that to the mount adjacent to the City, to denote how 
averſe he was totally to forſake them; to give them warning and A 
time to repent; yet to affure them and us, that no external privi- "1 


leges, or profeſſion can ſecure his continued preſence with a people 
who hate and refuſe to be reformed, When things come to ſuch « i 01 
pals, is it not juſt with God to deprive men of his word, at leaſt in By 
its power, and efficacy, leaving the means of conviction and conver- 7 

fion to become, like wells without water, and clouds without rain 
like dry breaſts and a miſcarrying womb, and delivering them up, Sec 
as a juſt puniſhwent of former careleſſneſs and indifference, to a ju- TH 
dicial blindneſs and hardneſs of heart? Ah, bow ſad a caſe! Q 
As the ſun hardens clay, not by imparting any hardening qual. Ane 
ty, but merely by exhaling that moiſture which ſoftens it: ſo God Proj 
may be ſaid to harden the hearts of men, when he withdraws the "ay 
abuſed reliraints of his providence and grace, and gives them up t 'Vil. 
their own native obduracy, which, alas! not ſeldom happens. E. Bi 4 
ting to be-reformed—a diſlike to the plain admonitions of God Mat 
Mak 


word, and to thoſe who tender them — fond hopes that the effects 0: 
his diſpleaſure will not be ſo dreadful as — or a ſtupid ur. NV 
concern about them, all conſtitute ſo many ſymptoms of this dar- 


gerous ſtate, 
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May copious grace deſcend upon our iſle, Ss 
And purge theſe ſtains that each where deep deſile; 
True penitence excite in ev'ry breaſt, 
And ſo prevent our being low depreſt! 
May that fair piety our land adorn, 
Which ſhields a ſtate, eſtabliſhes a throne ; 
While odious vice, aſham'd, her head doth hide, 
And thoſe in pow'r cannot her form abide. 
Hope then we may, our God will us protect \'] 
From civil diſcord, and command reſpect 
From foreign Pow'rs, and long maintain our peace, 
Crown ſacred means ſtill with a rich increaſe ; 
While grateful earth pours forth her copious ſtore, 
T oblige the wealthy, and relieve the poor. 

Thus God can make each noiſe of war to ceaſe, 
Our Country bleſs with wealth and laſting peace ; | 
The pointed ſpears in pruning hooks to bend, | 
And the broad falchions in a plough-ſhare end ; 
While, nigh our Vine and Fig-tree, each reclin'd, 
or peaceful acceſs to our temples find. 
But ſhould our God permit war's dire alarms, 
T invade our coaſts, and call our troops to arms, 
decure in him, the Guardian of our State, 
He'll blaſt the counſels of our foes elate ; 
and watch {till o'er our ſafety and repoſe, 
Irotect from danger, and repel our foes ; 
Will give our Fleets to triumph on the main, 
and ſcatter terrors croſs its ſpacious plain ; 
Make en'mies leaders tremble at the fight, 
Nor find their ſafety in th' attempted flight; 
T F f Taught 
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_ Taught to their coſt, how vain 'tis to pretend, 


Thoſe to haraſs, whom God wills to defend. 


The winds and waves to plead his favour'd cauſe 


He'll make, while foes combin'd he overawes, 

By ſuff rings force their conqueſts to releaſe, 

And ſue, with ſpeed, for overtures of peace ; 

While other Pow'rs congratulate our bliſs, 

And we joint praiſe to its great ſource addreſs. 
Repent, my fellow Britons, and be wiſe, 

Revere th' Almighty Sov'reign of the ſkies, 

Whoſe eyes earth's kingdoms, and their ſons behold, 

Whole potent hand doth ſword and balance hold ; 


Diſpenſing pow'r, proſperity and peace, 


Or warning, by reverſe, from ſin to ceaſe. 
What 1s your duty, and your great concern, 


| 
Sure mean of bliſs, and your protection, learn. | 
Be taught to love, and ſerve that mighty Lord, 0 
Who is by heav'n and earth to be ador'd ; , 
And ſo each ſinful, fatal courſe forſake, 1 
Leſt he, in wrath, you ſad examples make, 
Elſe, can we hope the Holy One fo pure, 0 
Will peace and wealth to Britons ſtill ſecure; 71 
Our iſland fence, our trade and pow'r increaſe, Ar 


And give to ſhare the fruits of laſting peace; | 
With nations plead our cauſe, and ſpread our fame, 
And ſo perpetuate Britain's auguſt name ? 

May Albion's fame reſound from ſhore to ſhore, 
Nor pow'r decline, till time {hall be no more ; 
May a brave race in bright ſucceſſion riſe, 

To bleſs our iſle, till form'd to grace the ſkies ! 


WI 


May 
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May Heav'n accept the tribute of our ſong, 

Our mercies ſwell, and till the ſame prolong ; 
Extend theſe mercies to earth's ey'ry clime, 

While we, tho' guilty, ſhare them in their prime! 
May war's grim horrors o'er the nations ceaſe, 

And arms rude din be hufh'd to laſting peace, 

That nation riſe not againſt nation more, 


That fleets invade not a once friendly ſhore, 
Nor ocean bellow with their thunders roar ; 
While Albion acts as umpire o'er the reſt, [1 
At once gives peace, and, ſharing it, is bleſt. 2 | 

Thy guardian God, Britannia, ſtill adore, 
Whoſe pow'r defends, on ev'ry fide, thy ſhore ; 
Whoſe love hath fix'd thy bright imperial throne, 

On baſe, a diftant image of his own. 

O may thy Crown long bloom in Brunſwick's line, 
do long as yonder ſun and moon ſhall ſhine; 

While Laws, Religion, Liberty and Peace, 
Therewith bear ſway, till Time itſelf ſhall ceaſe ! 

Soon may our God theſe fend to ev'ry nation, 

Cauſe lands remote to ſhare his great ſalvation, 
That, by his word, tl:eſe nations all united, 
And, facred friendſhip's ties, may all be bleſſed, 

O Britain, now adieu, may countleſs bleſſings ſpring, 
To Thee ſtill, and to Thine—thy People, and thy King; 
While ſacred Truth apd Virtue all thy coaſts adorn, 
Nor vice invades thy People, Senate, or thy Throne. 


Ff 2 THE 
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THE LADIY's SKULLE. 


I. 
YE Fan, be wiſe, 
Fix here your eyes, 
And from this Sul a ſerious leſſon learn; 
Learn your frail ſtate, 
A ſpan its date, 
And to ſecure betimes your chief concern. 


Time 


* The term may ſeem harſh and uncouth; but Death and the 
Grave paſs no compliments, and acknowledge no age, ſex, or diltinc- 
tion. It is appointed for all men once to die, and the grave is /be 
houſe appointed for all living ; whence it is the trueſt wiſdom to {a 
miliarize them to the mind, that they may not alarm us on their ap- 
proach, as the harbingers of future wo: but prove introductoty to 

a life not once ſubjected to the aflaults of diſeaſe and death. 
Theſe verſes were, therefore, thought proper to accompany the prece- 


ding Addrels, as ferviag to inculcate and enforce one and the fame the 
object. In them, the ſpirit of a deceaſed Lady, once enamouret ot cat 
her own charms, aud addicted to all the faſhionable levitics of her 'F 
lex, is introduced, making reflexions on her preſent ftate, and pal! 
conduct, while viewing the once lovely ſeat of theſe attractive charms, of 
now in ghaitly ruins; and taking occaſion thence to tender ſuitable wh. 


admonitions to her, ſurviving filters, Hence, ſome of the leading dcr. 
conſequences of death, with regard to both ſoul and body, come in 


review. wey 

It is much to be wiched, that many may not find too juſt ground e, 
for ſuch reflexions, on a retroſpect of life, when its vain aud ficet- hy»: 
ing ſcenes are for ever fled; and that thoſe who have their time an theſe 
cares ſtill engroſſed with theſe ſcenes did not make ſuch admonitions ith! 
fo ſeaſonable aud neceſſary. Tho? the thought is gloemy, yet, tou 
tereſt the human mind the more, it was deemed proper to make e 
unhappy, Fair ſpeak from a feeling ſenſe of the happineſs loſt, 24 Wh: 
ot the miſery incurred It is of ſervice, even for the moſt gay are rf 


blooming, at times, to meditate terror, as they would wich not to 
experience it; for even virgins, if found foclith, muſt expect to heat 
from the grent age, while importunately addreſling him, Lord 
Lord, open tv us 5—Verily I jay unto you, 1 hnow you not. 
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IL 
1ime was, like you, 
If fame be true, 
I too could boaſt of rare and blooming charms; 
All theſe now fled, 
How low I'm laid! 


Of theſe, alas! each fair one death diſarms. 
In 


As the circumſtances in which theſe admon'tions are ſuppoſed to 
be given, being of univeral concern, concur in adding weight and 
importance to them, may it not be expected, that even the moſt gay 
m! thoughtleſs will be thence induced to give them a patient hear- 
ing? It is appointed even for ſuch once to die; this event may be near- 
er the very youngeſt than they are aware, and who can deſcribe its 
conſequences ? Did one from the dead addreſs them, fome ſuch lan- 
guage and ſentiments, but unſpeakably more emphatic, might the 
be loppoſed to employ. To hear ſuch a one expreſs her firm per- 
ſuaſion of the certainty of a future judgment, and anticipate the ſo- 
lemn ſcenes and interefiing conſequences of that awful event, need 
rot ſurpriſe ; for however cee and imfidelity may exert their 
atal influence on earth, over all ranks, ſexes, and conditions of men, 
there is not an rmfide/ in heaven or in hell. Satan himſelf depre- 
cates reſpite from the execution of that future wrath to which he 
s adjudged — Torment us not b:fore the time. 

Extremely volatile, indeed, muſt that mind be, which the thoughts 
f ceath cannot fix; and no leſs obdurate and callous that heart, 
which the ſcenes of mortality and a future ſtate do not impreſs. 
Xripture, and a thouſand daily occurrences, addreſs us, Be ye al/o 
rady, for, in an hour ben ye think not, the Son of man cometh ; to 
weaicate which, too needful admonition, is the object propoſed in 
ele verſes. The ſublime truths of Chriſtianity impart dignity and 
devation to poetry; and give a certain commanding authority to 
heſe pieces where they prevail, even allowing they ihould polleſs 
wthng remarkable in point of elegance of compoſition, and harmony 
numbers. The whole circle of human Science cannot furnith topics 
qually intereſting to a rational being. I bele ſubjects, wherein we 
ve the greateſt and moſt intimate concern, thouid, doubtleſs, in- 
reſt us moſt deeply; for they julily claim a preference to every o- 
mr. When contraſted with thoſe of the ſoul and eternity, the 


an 
II. 


* 
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t t0 
eat Mes of time are nothing, and the world itſelf, with all its glories, 
ori, and diſappears. 
- May it not, then, be hoped, that thoſe of the female ſex, who 
1 | may 
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III, 
In the grim tomb, 
Proud beauty's bloom 
Is ſoon transform'd into a ghaſtly vail ; 
This ſpreads that face, 
Which ſhar'd each grace, 
There death's ſtern horrors o'er the fair prevail 
IV. 
Ye flatt'rers, now, 
Who oft did yow, 
I was an angel in the human form; 
Now fix your eyes, 
With deep ſurpriſe, 
On me the fellow. ſiſter of the worm. 
V. 
My roſy hue, 
Long fince adieu, 
With all the ſweet attractive lilly white; 
Adieu theſe eyes, 
W hoſe glance outvies, 
'The radiant ſpangles of the ſtarry night, 
VI. 
The lips, no more, 
Have charms in ſtore; 
For not one grace can now, alas! be ſeen: 
The coral's fled, | 
Marr'd by death's ſhade, 


"Tis long ſince fragrant gales did breathe _— 
| Th 


may happen to peruſe theſe lines, will at leaſt excuſe the atten? 
however plain and homely, when they advert to the motive whic 


gave riſe to it—a heart-felt concern for their preſent and future bs} 


pineſs; if they are not ſo wiſe as to profit by the too ſeaſonable it 
neceſſary hints which it conveys. 
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VII. 
The raviſh'd ear 
Can no more hear 
The ſweet delightful harmony of ſound: 
Nor can the eye 
Aught now deſcry; 
Alas! nought but the ſockets can be found. 
VIII. 
No more, the tongue 
Can chant the ſong, 
While the gay liſt'ning circle well-pleas'd hear: 
Ah! the dark tomb 
Hath ſtruck it dumb; 
For thence no ſound can reach the human ear. 
IX. 
Relentleſs death, 
And mother earth, 
Have all my fav'rite, lovely treſſes ſhorn ; 
That flowing hair, 
Which was my care, 
So to adjuſt as might moſt gay adorn. 
| oh 
Each pow'r to charm, 
Did death diſarm, 
And laid me low in this dark noiſome ſpot ; 
This narrow cell, 
Therein to dwell, 
Where all my former charms were ſoon forgot. 
XI. 
The time once lent, 
Vet, ah! miſpent 
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On dreſs, and decking the frail mortal form. 
If ſpent in pray'r, 
And pious care ; 
How precious now miglit be the vaſt return 
| XII. 
I oft, alas! 
Have heard of grace, 
Of God, of Jeſus, and his love divine ; 
Yet heard in vain, 
Which now gives pain ; 
For to ſuch themes my' heart did ne'er incline. 
XIII. 
The word of God, 
While I abode 
On earth, and might its ſacred treaſures ſhare, 
Did irkſome prove, 
I neer could love 
Its heav'nly dictates, nor make theſe my care, 
XIV. 
Averſe to pray'r, 
And pious care, | 
My heart on balls, on plays, and novels bent, 
* Sought ſtill fleet joys 
From ſuch vain toys, 
And in ſuch cares my days and nights were ſpe! 
| XV. 
Each ſerious thought 
Came ſtill unſought, 
Nor found reception in my fooliſh breaſt, 
Which ſhunn'd to dwell 
On heay'n or hell; 


And death and judgment marr'd my carnal rel 
The 
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XVI. 
Theſe once did ſeem 
An empty dream, 
Or things unworthy of my daily care: 
But ſo no more, 
The dream is o'er ; 
Their pow'r to wound ſtill feeds my deep deſpair, 
XVII : 
Kind mercy's found, 
Ne'er hails this ground, 
Where grace ſhall prove a fountain ever ſeal'd; 
No pardon here, 
How vain the tear 
Of penitence—no Saviour here reveal'd! 
| XVIII. 
An endleſs ſtate 
Of wo, my fate: 
Eternity — 0 dreadful killing ſound! 
My Heav'n is gone, 
I'm quite undone ; 
With ends and torments muſt I ſtill be found! 
XIX. 
My friends, be wile, 
Let no diſguiſe 
Of vice and folly on your minds impoſe : 
While life is lent, 
O quick repent! | 
And while the font of Jeſus' blood ſtill flows. 
XX, 
My Siſters all, 
I on you call, 
1 G g To 
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To fly for mercy to the God above ; 
Chriſt can reſtore, 
His grace implore ; 
Who can ſet limits to his grace and love 
n 
O ſnun my ways, 
Break off delays! 
Nor let the giddy circle {till betray ; 
| Hear God in time, 
Give him your prime, 
Leſt he refuſe to hear another day. 
XXII. 
What many prize, 
Nay, idolize, 
Will end, ere long, in ceaſeleſs grief and pain 
O dare be wile, 
Your time quick flies; 
And uſe each mean eternal life to gain, 
XXIII. 
Be not afraid, 
The Saviour's aid 
May now be had, to cute the heart, and ſave; 
None ſeek in vain, 
Whole ſins give pain, 
Who ſeek in faith, on yonder ſide the grave. 
XXIV. 
Your coming here, 
My ſoul would tear ; 
O my Companions, flee my woful fate ! 
Eicape my doom, 
Death ſoon will come, 
O Heav'n, forbid it land you in this ſtate: 


Deat 
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XXV, 
Death leads the way, 
To that great Day, 
Where ev'ry deed is weigh'd in equal ſcale ; 
The dead all wait, 
In ſilent ſtate, 
Till the laſt Trump their fleeping aſhes hail, 
XXVI. 
Our Judge will come, 
Pronounce our doom, 
And all the terrors of his wrath diſplay, 
Againſt his foes, | 
Then doom'd to woes: 
While friends, rejoicing, hail the awful Day, 
XXVII. N 
In that dread hour, 
Flames quite devour, 
The various contents of the earthly Ball; 
Theſe mount on high, 
Shall ſeize the ſky, 
In ruins blend created Nature all! \ 
XXVIII. 
Then Time ſhall die, 
Eternity 
Commence, and fix a never-ſhifting ſcene 
Of joy, or wo, 
To all below ; 
1 gulf impaſſable is fix'd between *, 
XXIX. 
Ah! why forget 
This folemn ſtate, 
G g 2 While 
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While trivial cares engroſs both heart and mind 
What fools are theſe, 
Who ſeek vain cate ; 
Yet to their future happineſs are blind! 
XXX. 
For this prepare, 
| Be this your care, 
While Time and means of Grace are to you lent: 
No grace tor me, 
Neer ſhall T tee 
The Lord in peace—He's deaf to my each plaint! 
XXXI. 
Guilt wounds the heart, 
Shall ſtill impart 
Remorſe and anguiſh crown'd with keen deſpair; 
No mercy here, 
To wipe the tear | 
Of grief extreme, or blunt the edge of care! 
XXXII. 
To dwell with fiends, 
Where are no friends, 
Where the leaſt drop of water is deny'd, 
T' allay their pain, | 
While horrors reign, 
And juſtice ſmites—ah! who can theſe abide: 
XXXIII. 
Almighty God, 
In our abode, 


What he hath ſpoke, 
He'll ne'er revoke; 
Our doom is fix'd, while endleſs ages flow! 
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XXXIV. 
To mind recal, 
My Sitters all, 
Theſe ſolemn hints my preſent ſlate convey ; 
What time you ſhine, 
All gay, all fine, 
At a levee, a ball, or natal day. 
XXXV. 
Behold in me, 
What ſoon you'll be, 
Nor let the flatt'ring mirror ſtill impoſe ; 
Thence turn your eyes, 
Tis but diſguiſe, ö 
When each ſweet charm and feature brightly glows, 
XXXVI. 
When you ſurvey, 
The form ſo gay 
Riſe at the toilet, grac'd with ev'ry charm ; 
Then think on me, 
On what you'll be, 
And let the thought ſtill vanity diſarm. 
XXXVII. 
1 truth impart, 
To guide the heart, 
Nor am I plac'd in this dark land in vain ; 
Ye Fair, ſurvey 
My cale to-day ; 


Believe, the grave will beauty's glory ſtain: 


þ + * 45; | il 
Will ſoon conſume 


Youth's faireſt bloom; 
| It 
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It may aftright, but ſure it can't deceive ; 
Ihe maſk drops here, 
O ſhed a tear 


O'er beauty's wreck, the ſad reverſe believe. 


XXXIX. 
Each joy on earth, 
A fleeting breath, | 
And time a ſtream which ſtill unceaſing flows; 
Your days make haſte, 
And ſoon will waſte, 
Yet uſher ſolemn ſcenes that never cloſe, 
XL. 
Still view the beach, 
You ſoon muſt reach, 
Of that vaſt ocean ye ſhall all ſail o'er ; 
With pious care, 
There oft repair, 
All things inſtruct on this thrice ſilent ſhore. 
XLI. : 
What earth counts great, 
Will here retreat, 
And leave you naked on the lonely ſtrand ; 
By gracious Heay'n, | 
Theſe gifts are giv'n, 
Which ſhall attend you to Immanuel's lund. 
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XLII. 
Your wealth be Grace, 


This now embrace, 
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And grow in faith, in ſanity and love; 
Then ſhall you ſhine 
Completely fine, 

And rival angels in the world above. 

XLIII. 
No more depend, 
On what will end 


So ſoon, nor leave one ſingle trace behind; 


The fair and gay, 
Who charm to-day, 


May to the ſullen grave be ſoon conſign'd, 


XLIV. 
There youth and age, 
The fool and ſage, 
In one promiſcuous, ghaſtly ruin lie; 
Alike they bloom, 
In the bleak tomb, 
Who at fifteen, or fourſcore years do die. 
XLV. 
What fools adore, 


Prize ye no more, 


But ſeek that grace which can death's ſelf diſarm ; 


Guard from decay, 
As years make way ; 
Nay, lend mortality itſelf a charm. 
XLVI. 
It this you ſhare, 
Then are you fair— 


Divine- 


— —— h — 
— — 
— 2— — 


a — — 
— | 


— — — 
- —— ——— 2 
3 — 0 bh 


— — ne — . ——— —— = 


— 
— — = 


— 


— ̃ — IR Wn er 


— 


: _ —— 
— - _— 


—— — 


A MONITOR 


Divinely fair beyond the reach of time; 


A 

Shall bloom 1n age, 0 

| And quit life's ſtage, A 
To bloom unfading in immortal beauty's clime, 1 


LINES ON DUELLING. 


FiksT PUBLISHED IN THE GLAasGOw ADVERTISER, 


O fatal love of fame. ADDI1SON. 


; . | 
RITANNTIA's Muſe, the Patriot's name, 
Will give to everlaſting fame, 
And round his brow unfading laurels bind, 
Whoſe boſom, big with gen'rous zeal, 
Does nobly for his country feel, 


And love her int'reſts with deyoted mind. * 
c II. To d 
And He who bravely in her cauſe, More 
The guardian ſword defenſive draws, Whe 
Will ſhare the laurel, and th' illuſtrious wreath ; The | 
Who, dauntleſs o'er th* embattled plain, 
His Country's Glory to maintain, | Alas! 
Rides fearleſs on, to Victory or Death. Feel . 
i, III. hat | 
While Juſtice points the warrior's ſteel, And f. 
And Wiſdom guides his glowing zeal, Where 
Auſpt- And 8. 
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Auſpicious Heav'n will crown the righteous cauſe, 

Conqueſt ſhall o'er the field of War, 

Attend the hero's gleaming car, 

And diſtant ages join the long applauſe. 
IV. 

But he, who urg'd by heedleſs rage, 

Shall in the worthleſs cauſe engage, 

Of boaſted honour, or ambitious pride; 

Who, fir'd with heliiſh murth'rous hate, 

Dares lift the cruel hand of fate, 

The deadly blow againſt a Rival's fide ; 


, 
Who breaks the ſacred law of Heav'n, 


To man for Peace and Juſtice giv'n, 
Shall unlamented fall, unknown to fame ; 
Unwept, and unbewail'd ſhall die, 
While the dark hand of Infamy, 
Will ever blacken his deteſted name. 
VI. 
Dread exit from the ſtage of life! 
Thruſt thence by vain, by helliſh rite, 
To death a fatal, an untimely prey ; 
More dread, an entrance on that ſtate, 
Where doom'd to chains, nor ſoon, nor late, 
The hopeleſs captive e'er can ſteal away. 
VII. 
Aas! can this enlighten'd age, 
feel ſuch accurſed, ſavage rage, 
that prompts to Guilt's moſt heinous, daring deeds? 
and ſhall it reach the favour'd iſle, 
Where peace and heav'nly freedom ſmile, 
and Science fair her beamy influence ſheds ? 


T H h | Yes, 
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VIII. 

Yes, o'er Britannia's favour'd clime, 

With Suicide, its ſiſter crime, 

The phrenſy raves, and ſtains with blood its way; 

Arm'd with Revenge and ruſſian ſpite, | 

Ruſh frantic to the Duel's fight, 

Honour's high ſons ;—no, ſons of madneſs ſay ! 
IX. 

Nor deem this bravery or fame, 

Tho' grac'd by R»yalty's * proud name: 

He who can dareful thus his life expoſe, 

When call'd in Juſtice? cauſe to arms, 

Would itart, 1 tear, at war's alarms, 

And meanly ſhrink to face his Country's foes. 
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4 * Alluding to a celebrated Duel between a diſtinguiſhed Perlonage 


and Con nl Loox. 


THE END OF THE ADDRESS, 
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IBRITAINs REMEMBZBRANCER: 


ne thoughts on the proper im- 
yrovement of the preſent junc- 
ture“. 

de character of this age and 
nation. 

brief view, from hiſtory, of the 
elects of the vices which now 
prevail in Britain, upon the 


Imer times. 


0 


zreatett empires and ſtates of | 


R, 


THE DANGER NOT OVER: 


[Now republiſhed as aword ſtill in ſeaſon to theſe lands | 


BEING 


Remarkable dol:verances this na- 
tion has had in the moit 1mmi- 
nent dangers; with ſuitable re- 
flexicns. 

Some hints, ſhewing what is in 
the power of the ieveral ranks 
of people, and of every indivi- 
dual in Britain, to do toward 
ſecuring the late from all its 
enemies. 


WITH A PREFACE BY 


$ 


AHUMAS BOSTON, late miniſter of the Goſpel at Oxr:am; 


AND RECOMMENDATIONS BY THE LATE 


Rev. Mr WILLISON at Dundee, &c. 


* The Rehellion in 1745. 
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Mr BOSTON's PREFACE. 


e moſt excellent performance, The Britiſh Ræmembras. 
cer, made its firſt appearance in public, about the tin: 
of the laſt rebellion in Scotland. Since that time, it has under. 
gone ſeveral impreſſions, which were very quickly ſold off; fo 
the fourth edition of it appeared in the year 1747, ſcarcely tus 
years aſter the firſt. But as it is too evident, that the vices ex. 
poſed in this pamphlet, and many others, ſtill prevail to an un. 
common degree, in the iſland of Great Britain, the Public is 8 
favoured with this new impreſſion of it. — GOD grant, fe r 
his Son's ſake, the nations may at length remember their faul 
repent, and reform, that iniquity may not prove their ruin, 


The luxury and irreligion of the age are here painted out, ei to 
poſed and laſhed in the moſt ſevere, and, at the ſame time, do 
the moſt polite and elegant manner. The Author, far bey At 
any that ever I ſaw, has the happy talent of ſpeaking in a f i 
that js quite eaſy and intelligible to the meaneſt peaſant, wii wit 
it can give no offence, but mult be highly pleaſing to the ad the 
mirer of fine language. In him, the excellent ſcholar, the fi hun 
gentleman, and the moſt devout Chriſtian, ſeem to be very c ot t. 
dially united. ſort 

As for irreligion, which is one of the two things the Au pher 
chiefly inſiſts upon, — I apprehend, that we, in this nation", al Piri 
near about equal with our neighbours in England, and fo m {en6! 
take the charge home to ourſelves, as well as they. We e brain 
been, for ſome time paſt, and ſtill continue to be, plagued ai ment 
peſtered with books, razing the foundations of natural, a grols 
as revealed religion. And tho the authors of them have f Wt 
their blaſphemice, their ſophiſtry, and nonſenſe, expoſed , "*ligi 

a gent 
ing fer 


* Viz. Scotland, where the. writer of the Preface was a Miniſter 9 
Goſpel, 
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and again, by men of the moſt exquiſite ſenſe and knowledge; 
yet they ſtill perſiſt in retailing their ſilly ſtuff, and, like mad- 
men, conſtantly rhyme over the fame thing, without attending 
to what is ſpoken by the ſober and wiſe. 

And, wherein we fall ſhort of our neighbours in the luxury 
and extravagance of life, this, one may ſuppoſe, is owing to 
our poverty. We have not ſuch adminicles and ſupports to 
this faſhionable vice as they have, and therefore cannot carry 
it to that perfection they have done. Seguimur, quamvis nan 
paſſibus æquis. . 

What gives a moſt melancholy proſpect of the ſtate of reli. 
gion and morals in this nation, is the way in which the gene- 
rality of the youth of rank and ſtation among us are trained 
up. They are inured not only to the neglect, but to the con- 
tempt and ſcorn of religion, virtue, and ſobriety. Going abroad 
to other countries with theſe bad diſpoſitions, they ſwallow 
down, without thought, but with great greedineſs, the moſt 
Atheiſtical opinions, and go in with the moſt lewd and abo- 
minable practices. Returning home to their native country 
with the ſmall portion of ſenſe they carried away, impaired ra- 
ther than improved, but accompliſhed in every vice of which 
human nature is capable, they become the peſts and plagues 
oi the places where they live, or have any influence. It is this 
fort of gentlemen who break dull jokes upon the Bible, blaſ- 
pheme the myſteries of our holy religion, and cry aloud in the 
(pirit of wine, Prigſteraſt, impaſture, hypocriſy. But if a ſober, 
ſenſible man was to enter upon the argument with one of theſe 
brainleſs fops, they would cither altogether decline the engage- 
ment, or they weuld, in the very beginning of it, diſcover their 
groſs ignorance of the whole matter. 

What a.ſtrange perverſion of things is it, to imagine, that 
religion, and the fear of Gop, and acts of worſhip, are below 
a gentleman ;—and that prayer, reading the ſcriptures, hear- 


Jing ſermons, and leading a life of devotedneſs to the Supreme 
Being 
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Being, are low, dull, and mean exerciſes, deſigned only for pe2- 
ſants, mechanics, and ſuch as cannot have their bread but by 
the ſweat of their brows ! The truth is, greatneſs without good. 
neſs, power without piety, are the moſt miſchievous monſters, 
—Eſtates, titles of honour, equipage, and the ſeveral imple. 
ments of worldly grandeur, beſtowed on ſuch worthleſs wretches, 
are like fine furniture and rich embroideries upon the back of 
an aſs, which ſerve only to make the poor brute more ugly and 
ridiculous. 

The people of this nation were ſome time famous for the 
ſtrict obſervation of the holy Sabbath: But the general diſregard 
of that day, both in towns, and thro” the country, is too well 
known, and deſerves to be lamented with tears of blood, as that 
which opens the ſluice for all manner of wickedneſs among us. 
Some ſpend this day in viſiting, ſome in gaming, ſome in drunk. 
enneſs and debauchery, and others ſleep it away at home. Of 
the few who attend public ordinances with any tolerable regu- 
larity, how many diſcover, by their behaviour, that the Sab. 
bath is ſo far from being their delight, that it 1s really a wea- 
rineſs to them, and that, like Dveg, they are detained before the 
Lord againſt their will ? The profanation of the Sabbath, how- 
ever ſlightly we may think of it, becauſe it 1s turned common 
and cuſtomary, yet it is deeply reſented by the Lord of it, and 
brings down heavy judgments upon churches and nations. 
Hence Nehemiah, that great reformer, contended even with the 
nobles of Judah, about this matter, and warned them, ſaying, 
Yet ye bring more wrath upon Iſrael by profaning the ſabbath, Net. 
xiii. 18, 

Not only fornication, but adultery, tho' a breach of the ve- 
ry letter of the law, is ſo very common in the nation, that peo- 
ple are not aſhamed of it, but ſeem rather to glory in it. Mar- 
riage, that honourable and ancient inſtitution, is ridiculed dy a 
ſet of wretched Libertines, who ruſh into every ſcene of luſt 


and lewdncfs, like a horſe into the battle, —and waſte thcir 
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rength and ſubſtance among harlots without bluſhing, and 
without reſlexion, till they mourn at the laſt, when their fleſh and 
heir body are conſumed. Multitudes of theſe ancient young gen- 
emen are to be ſeen dragging a vile rotten carcaſe to the grave, 
at an age when their ſober and virtuous anceſtors were pur- 
chaſing, by their induſtry, eſtates and titles to be a ſnare, a re- 
proach, a curſe, and damnation to their degenerate offspring. 


Nor are the fins of uncleannels peculiar to the people of high. 
er rank in the nation; far from it. They abound every where 
mong the commonality, as appears from the records of moſt 
Nirk- ſeſſions and Preſbyteries in Scotland, which contain ſew 
things beſides proceſſes about theſe abominable works of dark- 
nels, 

Drunkenneſs, which is an inlet to the former, and many o- 
ther vices, prevails among us to an uncommon degree, not- 
rithſtanding the many diſmal accidents which often attend it, 
and by which Gop proclaims his dreadful indignation againſt 
l. Many ſtrong healthy conſtitutions we ſee broken with this 
kind of intemperance, and many families rooted out of the pla- 
tes where once they flouriſhed, and reduced to the greateſt mi- 
ry, Nay, how many private houſes are turned into common 
uns, where all the year long they are killing the time, (as their 
piraſe is) and themſelves too, both foul and body, and entail- 
ng diſeaſes, poverty, and ſhame, on their wretched offspring? 
this fin, beyond all others, drowns thought and reſlexion, and 
#ltroys any ſerious impreſſions that at times are made upon a 
prion by the preaching of the word, or by the diſpenſations 
Providence: ſo that of all men, the habitual drunkard has 
ie leaſt chance of getting any good by the goſpel. 

Where are truth and uprightneſs, candor and honeſty, theſe 
able and engaging virtues? Alas! they ſeem to have left 
7 land, which is filled with lying, diſſimulation, injuſtice, and 
vel oppreſſion. Looking upon the nation, we may take up a 
dentation with the ancient prophets of Gop, and ſay, The 
nan is periſhed cut of the earth : and there is none upright a- 
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mong men : they all lie in wait far blood : they hunt every man h. 
brother with a net. Oh that I had in the wilderneſs a lodging plu 
of way-faring men, that I might leave my people, and go from them 
for they be all adulterers, an aſſembly of treacherous men, Ad 
they bend their tongues like their bow for lies: but they are not va. 
liant for the truth upon the earth ; for they proceed from evil ty «. 
vil, and they know not me, ſaith the Lord. Take ye heed every on i 
of his neighbour, and truft ye not in any brother : for every brate ,. 
will utterly ſupplant, and every neighbour will walk with fander, . 
And they will deceive every one his neighbour, and will not ſpeal 
the truth : they have taught their tongue to ſpeak lies, and wears Wi. 
themſelves to commit iniquity. Surely the Lord hath a controver] 
with the inhabitants of the land, becauſe there is ng truth, nor mer. 
cy, nor knowledge of God in the land. By favearing, and lying, and 
billing, and flealing, and cemmitting adultery, they break out, ani ef. 
blood toucheth blood, Mic. vii. 2. Jer. ix. 2, 3, 4. Hol. iv. 1, 8: ; 
T he perilous times of which Paul warns his fon Timsthy are cer. Me. 
tainly come; for men are lovers of themſelves. The generality Min: 
are ſunk to ſuch a degree in ſordid ſelfiſhneſs, that they make WW (;y 
themſelves the centre, and every thing elſe the circumference. Ws! - 
All feek their ou things ; but no regard is had either to the ha. 
nour of Go in the world, or to the welfare of our neighbour ſe * 
It is now as it was before the flood, violence and oppreſſion fill tht wer 
earth, and, like the fiſhes in the ſea, the greater ſwallow up th «c / 
leſs, Men do not conſider what is lawful and laudable for 
them to do, but what is profitable and advantageous to thei 
outward eſtate, and if it is within the compaſs of their powe 
to effectuate it, by means foul or fair, right or wrong. Hence 
in many parts of the nation, we hear the groans of the 0] 
preſſed, occaſioned by the unſatiable avarice of thoſe, who, 
defiance of the woes which heaven has denounced, will be / 
ing houſe to houſe, and laying field to field, till there be ue place, l. 
they may be placed alone in the midſt of the earth, Iſa. v. 8. Mi 


honeſt and induſtrious families are turned out of their habit 
tio 
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ions to make room for theſe harpies, who cannot be ſatisfied 
rich a ſober ſubſiſtence, but muſt have ſupports to their pride, 
luxury, and extravagance, 

And now, leaving the infidel and profane part of the nation, 
et us look into the Church ;—let us view the character, con- 
&4t, and manners of thoſe who make a profeſſion of Chriſtt- 
pity, and partake of its external privileges. —And here, alas! 
my dear friends and countrymen, a very diſmal and affecting 
ſcene will open before us. Contentions, diviſions, and animo- 
ties about religion, were never, perhaps, to a greater height 
than now. People heartily hate one another, under the co- 
rt of a religion which breathes nothing but brotherly love, 
pndneſs, and charity z—a religion, the molt benevolent and 
endly that ever appeared among men, ſince men were upon 
te face of the earth ! Holy harmony and concord ſeem to have 
d from below, and, like the poets A/?rea, are gone up to 
en, there to breathe in their native air, and to ſhew their 
mumphant power. In the primitive times, the Heathens uſed 
dy of the Chriſtians, Beho/d how they love one another! But 
us! there is juſt ground now to reverſe the obſervation ; and 
may be ſaid, and no doubt it often is ſaid, Behold how they 
te ne another! Is it any wonder, that men modelled after the 
per of the meek and lowly Jeſus, are at times ready to turn 
wol ſuch a world, and deſire to leave this field of conten- 
and ſtrife, and retire to the regions of peace, and love, and 


T 4 
. 


tare we not juſt reaſon to complain of, and lament over, 
carnal worldly temper which prevails among the profeſſing 
tof the nation? They think it no crime to ſet heart and 
upon the world; to fit up late and riſe early; to give it 
ir laſt thoughts at night, and their firſt in the morning, — 
* their Zuar, the retreat which they have choſen ; and there 
Þ bringing them out of it. In very deed, this world is one 
N de moſt dangerous and deadly enemies to the religion of 
10 " 11 Jeſus 
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Jeſus Chriſt.— While others ſlay their thouſands, it lays its te 
thouſands, and lays profeſſing Chriſtians heaps upon heaps 
in the day of battle. Should a ſtranger to the human ſpeciey 
and to the rules by which they ought to be governed, drop 
in among us, I imagine he would conclude, from our te; 
per and conduct, that we were to live here always, an 
that we were bound under the higheſt pains and pena 
ties, to tug and toil, and ſtrive and fight, to amaſs all the 
riches and wealth we can poſſibly lay our hands on. But ch 
how would our ſuppoſed itranger be confounded, if he had 


very.perſons who love, and lay ſchemes for this world, asi 
they were never to die, have not ſecurity for a moment, and 
at molt, cannot reach beyond three or four ſcore years! An 
would he not be ſtill more confounded, when he turned y 
{uch paſſages as theſe, Lay not up for yourſelves treaſures 1 
earth, where moth and ruſt doth, corrupt, and where thieves br 
through and fleal, &c. Take no thought for to-morrow.—l 
not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If « 
man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. Ve ads 
terers and adultereſſes, know ye not that rhe friendſhip of this wit 
is enmity with God ? whoſoever therefore will be a friend if 1 
world is the enemy of God ! 

Where is contentment with our outward ſtate and cond 
tion? where is the right and charitable frame of ſpirit towat 
our neighbour, and all that is his? Fretting, murmuring, 4 
pining envy fill almoſt every breaſt.— The converſation of! 
moſt part of profeſſors is juſt an interchange of calumny, l 
der, and defamation,—Ye ſhall hardly paſs an afternoon 0 
rening among them, but you will be obliged to witneſs a 
barous murder committed on ſome body's good name ;—0 
racters torn, and ſores of others ript up, and made to b 
which a charitable hand would have tenderly bound up. t di 
perſons do not remember that part of the citizen of Z , th; 
racter, which we have, Pal. xv. 3. Nor taketh up d um 
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ain} bis neighbour. He not only will not make up a reproach, 
ut if one brings it to him, he will not take it up, and ſet it a- 
out, to the ruin of his neighbour's character. The Hebrew 
ftors tell us, that the backbiter hurteth thre. with his tongue: 
imſelf, by his ſin; his neighbour, whom he backbiteth ; and 
e receiver of his tale, whom he corrupteth. 
How rare is it to find one whom you may thoroughly truſt 
xd confide in ?—a man of candour, integrity, and uprightneſs, 
bo keeps ſtrictly to the truth, is faithful to his truſt, —who 
il not impoſe on his neighbour's ignorance or neceſſity 
bo abhors gripping, ſqueezing, undermining, or ſupplanting 
brother and neighbour in any thing whatſoever ? Now this 
t which hardens the wicked in their prejudices againſt all 
ion, and opens their mouths to triumph and blaſpheme. 
erer, religion ought. not to ſuffer for the baſe behaviour of 
pretended votaries. Would Chriſtians live up to the ſpirit 
| ditates of Chriſtianity, I dare ſay, a more harmleſs, nay, 
ore uſeful and amiable ſet of people would be no where in 
world. Therefore, when the enemies of our holy religion 
up to us the irregular lives of its votaries, we proteſt a- 
pſt thoſe lives, and appeal from them to the New Teſta- 
it, where Chriſtianity ſhines in its native beauty. Beſides, 
concluſion which theſe uncircumerſed Philiftines would make 
uſt all religion, is abſurd and ridiculous to the laſt degree: 
juſt as if one ſhould conclude, from the multitude of 
u, that there is no ſuch thing as an able Phyſician. De- 
te as the age is, there are (blefſed-be God) ſome who 
In their integrity, 0 ſhine as lights in the world, and adorn 
Wrine of God their Saviour in all things. 
ay think we have inſiſted too much upon the profeſſing 
the nation, I beg leave to obſerve, that the provocations 
and of daughters are peculiarly heinous, and reſlect the 
t diſhonour upon our heavenly Father. Some have 
it, that Go p's bearing with a worſhipping aſſembly, and 
numing them, is one of the ſtrongeſt evidences of his 
| patience 
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own, to complain as he does in one of his letters: “Ob, wh 
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patience and long- ſuffering. And indeed, whoſo conſider; de 

ining purity and holineſs of Go p, the zeal he hath for l 
worſhip, together with the formality, carnality, earthly-miad. 
edneſs, and hypocriſy cleaving to the worſhippers, muſt ned 
wonder, that the fire of his holineſs does not every now ar 
then break forth from the altar, and burn the worſhippen! 
aſhes. Had that great and good man, Biſhop Leighton, livg 
in this day, he would have had itil] greater reaſon than in h 


« a wearineſs is it, $6 hve among men, and to find ſo fc meg 
« and among Chriſtians, and find fo few Curiſtians! fo mu 
&« talk, and ſo little action ! Religion turned almoſt into atu 
« and air of words; and, amidſt all our pretty diſcourſes, py 
ce ſillanimous and baſe, and eaſily dragged into the mite. 
and fleſh, pride and paſſion domineering, while we [peak 
&« being in Chriſt, and clothed with him, and believe it beca 
« we ſpeak it ſo often, and ſo conſidently.“ 

Now, if the ſtate of matters in the Church and Nation 
ſuch as we have repreſented it, what can we expect from 
gry Heaven, but tribulation and anguiſh, deſtruction au 
ſolation? Is not Gop ſaying, Shall 7 net viſit for theje thi 
Hall not my foul be avenged on ſuch a nation as this * The 
thus will de, and becaiſe I will ds thus, prepare to meet toy 
O ſinful Britain and Ireland There is no need of a prop 
ſpirit to know that judgments are approaching; nor mul 
apprehenſions which ſome have of their being near, come 
der the cenſure of melancholy fancies: for as one may be 
that natural cauſes will produce their effects, unleſs thet 
an immediate interpoſition to hinder it; ſo moral cauſes 
produce their eſſects, that is, a deluge of wickednels will! 
on a deluge of wrath, it Cod keeps to the ordinary meth 
Providence in managing the world. 

The diſpenſations oi Providence in many places are Ve! 
ful and alarming, Ih Lord ſeems to be ariſen out of bis ga 
to puniſh the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: / 
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have been terrible earthquakes in divers places, which, in ſerip- 
ture, are repreſented as evidences of the Lord's anger, and the 
beginnings of ſorrow. Then the earth ſhook and trembled, the 
foundations alſo of the hills moved, and were ſhaken, becauſe he was 
wroth, Pfal. xvin. 7. We have likewiſe heard from the pub- 
lic papers, this laſt ſummer, ſeveral diſmal accounts of the ef- 


ſects of fire from the . heavens. Tho' there are natural cauſes 


for theſe things, and they may be accounted. for in a philoſo- 
phical way; yet when they tryſt with the enormous crimes of 
a degenerate age, we have reaſon to conſider them as tokens 
of wrath. At the ſame time, we are engaged in an expenſive 
war againſt a proud, ambitious, and moſt treacherous nation, 
who are naturally enemies to our religion and liberties, and 
have long wiſhed to make us a province of their imaginary 
empire. Often ſince the late glorious Revolution, has the dag- 
ger of tyranny been held to the. breaſt, and bowels of our liber- 
ty; and as often has our Gop mercifully interpoſed for our 
ſafety. But alas! what wretched returns have we made to 
the Moſt High for all his ſignal mercies ? are not the filthy, 
filthy ſtill ? and the unholy, unholy ſtill? 

Oh my 'dear friends and countrymen, /et us ſearch and try our 
ways, and turn again unto the Lord ! let us be ſenſible, that we 
are indeed a very guilty nation; that our fins are of a deep 
dye, and of a crimſon colour, and attended with many aggra- 
vating circumſtances, not to be found about the fins of other 
nations, — Many plans have been laid down for national refor- 


mation; but we may be ſure it will never turn out to any 


good account without perſonal reformation. As the beſt way 
to cleanſe a city, is for every cne to make clean about their 
own doors; ſo the beſt way to reform a ſinful nation, is, that 
the ſeveral individuals thereof return to Gp, thro' Chriſt, in 
the way of faith, repentance, and new obedience, Thus Gon 
will be upon our ſide z and, if Gop be for us, who ſhall be a- 


gainſt us? Let us be convinced that our enormous crimes and 
crying 
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crying iniquities ſtill perſiſted in, furniſh men, money, and 
arms to our enemies; and that the huge load of guilt lying up. 
on us, will, if it is not removed, defeat our wiſeſt counſels, 
break our greateſt ſtrength, and make us flee before the face 
of them that hate us. Awake then, and rouze up yourſelves, 
ye ſlumbering ſaints, and ſleepy ſinners ;—The Lord's voice cri. 
eth to the city, to the country, to every village, to every family, 
to every individual.— The heavens above us, and the earth be. 
neath us, are threatening to avenge the quarrel of the Creator 
upon us. The Lord is diſtributing ſorrows in his anger, and gi. 
ving many the tine of aſtoniſhment to drink. Take the alarm; 
turn to the hand that ſmiteth ; get into the true ark provided 
for you, and ye ſhall be ſafe, blow the ſtorm from what quar. 
ter it will. 

Another thing I would earneſtly recommend in our preſent 
circumſtances of diſtreſs, and that is, frequent and fervent ap- 
plication to the throne of the Redeemer's grace. If the peo- 
ple of this nation that are devoutly diſpoſed, and have influence 
with heaven, would meet together at this throne, at ſet times, 
and wreſtle in prayer with Gop ; who knows but he might 
be intreated of us, and his fierce anger might yet be turned a- 


way from us? If the prayer of one righteous perſon avails 


much, how much more might we expect from the joint pray- 
ers and fupplications of the righteous ones thro' the nation? 
But I ſhall no longer detain the reader from the entertain- 
ment which this excellent performance will afford him : and I 
pray that Gop the Father may, for his Son's ſake, make it eſ- 
fectual to the conviction and ediſicatien of many, by his holy 


* Spirit. 


THomas Bos rox. 


Ozxam-waxsr, Od, 27. 1756. 
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PUBLISHER* To Taz READER. 


Containing the Recommendations of Mr BARKER and Mr WiL- 
LIsoN of Dundee, 


_ great demand for this pamphlet ſufficiently ſhews how 

acceptable it is to the public; the number printed in 
England being above 4000, beſides a former impreſſion in 
S::tland, and the ſale ſtill increaſing. That a piece which tends 
to recommend ſerious religion ſhould be ſo well received, will, 
doubtleſs, give pleaſure to every good man, and lover of his 
country, I beg leave to add the reverend Mr BarKER's opi- 
nion of it, in his ſermon occaſioned by the victory obtained o- 
rer the rebels at Cullcden, in the note, page 22d, where he ſays, 
« See a pamphlet called BI TAINx's REMEMBRANCER, which 
takes notice of this, and ſo many things more relating to this 
« rebellion, and proper for the right improvement of the pre- 
« ſent ſtate of our affairs, that I cannot but wiſh it in every 
family; and that it might be very attentively read and con- 
ſdered. I know not the author, but I take this opportunity 
* publicly and heartily to thank him for his excellent per- 
« formance.” 

The late Mr WILLIsox of Dundee, that great and good 
man, thus expreſſes his ſentiments concerning this pamphlet, 
in his preface to Popery another geſpel, page 1 2th; © I acknow- 
* ledge that the preſent awful diſpenſations of God to the 
land are very humbling, and have a loud voice to men of all 


degrees and ſtations among us, calling us to conſider our 
« Ways, 


yu, Of the Fiſth Edition. 
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40 ways, repent of our ſins, abandon the prevailing vices of the 
« age, and ſet about a thorough reformation, But ſeeing thi, 
« ſubject is ſo excellently well managed in a late pamphlet, in- 
« titled, Ba1iTAiN's REMEMBRANCER, or The danger not ever, 
« | ſhall add no more upon it, fave earneſtly to recommend 
« the ſaid pamphlet to every-body's ſerious peruſal and cons. 
« deration : the author hath indeed remarkably ſerved his ge. 
“ neration by it.“ 

That reverend author remarks there, which is worthy of at. 
tention, that the Britiſh conſtitution, and its eſtabliſhed laws 
and liberties, are things moſt valuable, which our anceſtors 
have all alongſt contended for, and ſometimes at the expence of 
much blood and treaſure. Every body abroad, who knows our Wo 
conſtitution, admires it, and envies our diſtinguiſhed happineſs, Wh 
becauſe of our civil liberties in Britain, where the inhabitants 2nc 


have ſecurity to poſſeſs, in eaſe and quiet, the fruits of their lty 
own induſtry, or the inheritances of their fathers or relations, ent 
without being ſubject to the pillage or oppreſſion of arbitrary f 
lords or ſuperiors, or to the exorbitant demands of lawleſs prin- Ne 
ces; and where no tax or burden can be laid upon them, but Wi { 
by the advice and conſent of ſuch repreſentatives as are nomi- Ad: 
nated and elected by themſelves. No wonder then tho' every on 
true Briton be anxiouſly concerned in time of danger, for pre- al. 
ſerving theſe liberties to themſelves, and for handing them fafe ule: 
down to poſterity. perſo1 

But asthe ſoul is preferable to the body, ſo our pure bible- pre 
religion, our goſpel-worſhip and ordinances, with freedom of Weak: 
conſcience, are of far greater value to us, than any ſecular blel- Wi ly 
ſing whatſoever ; and conſequently worthy of all the blood and {ſents 
treaſure we have to expend for their preſervation, Now, when Nell 


both our civil and ſacred intereſts, even all that is dear to us 28 Unger 
men and Chriſtians, is threatened and attacked at once by out em, 
perſidious enemies, how can any Britiſh Proteſtant be eaſy, ot 
look on the danger with an eye of indifference, while, at the 


ſame time, the prevalence of vice aud impiety emongit ourſelves 
renders 


Within 
Fry of 
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zenders our hazard doubly great? The public good in church 
and ſtate is little attended to, and a ſelfiſh wordly ſpirit ſeems 
to be too much abounding amongſt all ranks. And ſuch as have 
xxerted themſelves for the public good, and for Zion in diſtreſs, 
tow have they been oppreſſed, deſpiſed and reproached by the 
world ? But as they know that the ſervant is not greater than 
his Lord, any bad treatment they may receive from that 
quarter will not diſcourage Chriſtians from their duty. For 
ye may as reaſonably expect that a houſe ſhould ſtand upon a 
totten foundation, or that a man ſhould live after his blood is 
tally corrupted ; as that a church and kingdom ſhould con- 
inue in proſperity, where pride and oppreſſion, luxury and 
crryption, ſo univerſally prevail. And therefore how much 
cught all theſe in power to be concerned to reform themſelves, 
nd to propagate ſound religion and morality ; ſince the ſtabi- 
ity of the throne, and the honour and happineſs of the nation, 
entirely depend upon it? 

it would make the bowels of a compaſhonate Chriſtian (ſays 
n eminent divine) to yearn within him, to behold multitudes 
of ſouls, of invaluable worth, running greedily on to their eter- 
ml ruin; wilfully ſtopping their ears to the voice of reaſon and 
wnſcience, and to the voice of God in his word; not once 
making a pauſe, till they fall into the gulph of eternal and in- 
alerable miſery. And how dangerous and deſtructive ſuch 
jerſons are to the community to which they belong, cannot be 
preſſed : for how ſuddenly will whole ſwarms of ſabbath- 
erkers, blaſphemers, drunkards and adulterers, effeminate 
- WI” luxurious perſons, who fill every place, pull down the judge- 
4 WW <nts of God upon thoſe ſtates and kingdoms wherein they 
n ell? Kingdoms and commonwealths are not ſo much en- 
2 W="gered by the power and policy of their enemies without 
lem, as by the vice and impiety, and profligate lives of thoſe 
erwin them. But reformation quickly recovers the ancient 
he N of kingdoms, and makes them the terror of their enemies. 
res ö K K We 


15 


heart. Alas! it is to be lamented, ſaysa worthy divine) that thol 


by their lewd and wicked lives, are enough to bring wrath and 


lion: let us cheerfully refer all things to his diſpoſal, and ſed 


good, 
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We are informed from ſcripture, (Pſal. ei. 6, 7, 8.) that the 
pious and victorious king of 1/ae/ would not allow wickes 
perſons about his houſe, but had his eyes upon the faithfy 
of the land, that they might dwell with him. He knew ſuch 
were moſt fit to be put in places of truſt, whom the Lott 
would bleſs and proſper in all their undertakings, Pal, i 
And tho” there are none of us but have good ground to confel, 
that we have contributed to bring judgments upon the land; 
yet it is thought, by many of the well affected part of the nz. 
tion, (and not without ſome reaſon) that the preſent diſmal 
condition of our public affairs is very much owing to men be. 
ing put in the management, who appear to have had neither 
the glory of God, nor the intereſt of the church and nation, a 


who are employed to be the defence and guardians of the nation 


judgment on a kingdom. For how can ſuch ftand before their 
enemies, or protect a nation, who truſt not in God, but blat- 
pheme his name, contemn his favour, and forſake their own met. 
cies'? 50 that, till we repent and reform the evil of our doings 
we cannot with confidence look to God to be our ſhield, hel 
er, and defence; for he is of purer eyes than to behold iniqu- 
ty, and will not ſuffer ſin to go unpuniſhed, 

Let us, then, go to God, and beg of him the ſpirit of repent 


| 
ance ;z and look only to him for deliverauce from theſe nation i 
al judgments with which we are now threatened. Let his pr. and 
miſes be our refuge, his wiſdom our ſatisfaction, and his A: uy fu 


mighty power our encouragement and ſupport ; let his mer! 
be our only treaſure, and the ſecret of his preſence our pail 


faſtly depend upon him in every difficulty: let us practical 
acknowledge him in every diſpenſation of his Providence; a 
calmly ſubmit to his will ; for he can do nothing but what 
beſt for us, becauſe he higfſelf is infinitely wiſe, and infinite! 
5 The frt 
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Dear COUNTRYMEN, 

HIS ADDREss comes to your hands at a time“ when it 
is to be hoped you are a little come to yourſelves, and 
may be ſpoke to, if you will bear being ſpoke to at 

| When public calamities have been ſtriking terror into a 
pple, and the dread of a general ruin haſtening upon them 
s forced them on thinking, then ſeems to be a proper ſeaſon 
r ſuggeſting to them thoughts of a kind too ferious and im- 
ant to be liſtened to in times of peace and tranquility, or in 
giddy hours of mirth and wantonneſs, To lay before you 
at think the proper and necefſary conſiderations upon ſuch a 
ure as this, and endeavour, as well as I can, to direct you 
that improvement of it which may be worthy of a wiſe and 
u, as well as a pious and Chriſtian nation, is the only in- 
bon of this application to you. And if there has been any 
Kure within the period of theſe laſt thirty years, that might 
tany hopes of gaining your attention to wholeſome advice, 
inks this is it; and therefore I am not without hopes, that 
it | (hall ſay on this occaſion will have ſome effect upon 
and tend, leſs or more, to your advantage. But, however 
ky ſucceed with regard to you, I am ſure it will turn out 
ny to my own diſadvantage another day, which is encou- 
dent enough to me to proceed in it. 

n any part of this little tract, the natural warmth of my 

nation, my zeal for the cauſe I engage in, or an exceſs of 

m for my country, ſhould give occaſion to my uſing any 

; K k 2 expreſſions 


Ile firſl edition having been publiſhed in the end of January 1745-6, 
ae rebel army was flying betore the Duke of Cumberland, by whom 
er ſcon after totally routed at Cr/loden in the north of Scotland. 


— 2A - 4 = 
— — 


— 
— = — J—_ 7 - — 
_— —— — —— —— — 


— 
—— 


r 
2 


* 
. 


— « 4 


— 
w 12— 8 


— * 
— — 


als — . 2 re 


> 2 
b Pay 


— 


4 

; 

7 

1 

f 

. 
F : 


— of — 
— — 4 
0 


w- 
% 


Br 


— 


expreſſions that may appear to one ſort of readers too my 


. Providence over-rules the revolutions, and diſpoſes the fates g 
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exaggerated or heightened ; I hope the unqueſtionable finc, 
ty of my intention will plead my excuſe. 

Firſt, I think I may fafely lay it down for a truth capable 
demonſtration, That if there is a God in heaven, who by h 


nations; according to his pleaſure railing one to grandeur, ar 
humbling another to the duſt ; then it is plain, from two, 
the neceſſary attributes of his Nature, Wiſdom and Goodneſ 
that whatever diſtrefles he brings upon the kingdoms of t 
earth, he brings them for no other end than the puniſhment 
guilt, and the moral improvement of mankind. It is ph 
impoſſible that any evil can ariſe in the world againſt the 
of a being of infinite wiſdom and power; for by means of 
wiſdom he muſt of neceſſity know whatever ariſes in the u 
and by his power muſt be able to prevent it, if he pleaſs 
therefore there is no ſatisfactory account to be given, how wi 
famine, peſtilence, and other afflictions come upon manki 
but by concluding, that they are permitted or ſent by the 
mighty for the puniſhment of his diſobedient creatures, or 
warnings to call them to repentance and reformation. 
There is indeed another purpoſe for which one partic 
kind of calamity has been permitted, I mean perſecution, 
that is, for the trial of the faith and conſtancy of pious! 
But when war, famine or peſtilence, are fent upon a pe 
who have forgot God, and given themſelves up to folly 
wickedneſs ; then it is plain they are intended as {eafoa 
and rouzing alarms to call the thoughtleſs to repentanc, 
as ſcourges to puniſh the daringly impious. Since the co 
ſion of the prophetic and apoſtolie ages, the Almighty b 
nor of the world has uſed no other method for working d 
important ends of reforming or puniſhing wicked nations 
by threatening or inflicting upon them ſuch judgments 
ſeverely diſtreſs them; the natural effect of which 1s | 
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chem upon flying to ſomething divine, for that relief which 
they find nothing human will yield. | 

When the Almighty, of his great mercy and forbearance to 
a ſinful people, inftead of bringing upon them the puniſhment 
due to their wickedneſs, does but threaten the blow, without 
inflicting it; when he brings a nation to the very gates of de- 
ſtruction, and, by means wholly out of human power, delivers 
them in a fignal and remarkable manner; then does it highly 
concern that nation wiſely to regard the hand that has thus 
conſpicuouſly exerted itſelf for their deliverance, and to conſi- 
der what important leflon is intended to be taught by ſuch a 
remarkable interpoſition; leit, if they flight theſe warnings too 
often, the patience and forbearance of the beſt of Beings be at 
laſt provoked againſt them, fo that he determine again to bring 
them into danger and fear as formerly, but not as formerly to 
deliver them. 

You have, my dear countrymen, in one ſeafon been threaten- 
ed with two heavy national calamities, viz. a dearth of corn, 
and a bloody inteſtine war. As to the firſt, every one remem- 
bers that the fall of rains laſt ſummer was fo ſevere, and of fo 
long continuance, that the whole harveſt of the year was gene- 
rally given over for loſt ; and it is certain that a very few weeks 
more rain had entirely cut it off, But that mercy, which we 
have never deſerved, interpoſed in the time of our diſtreſs. The 
Almighty ſhewed us how intirely we were in his power; what 
we might expect if we did not take timely warning; and, at the 
tame time, how loth he is to treat mankind as they deſerve, 
We let this threatening go as ir came, without ſhewing any 
regard to it: and yet he forgave us and (pared us. He ſcat- 
tered his clouds by the breath of his winds; he commanded 
Ins ſun to ſhine, aud his heavens again to ſmile upon us; the 
earth yielded her fruits, the poor rejoiced in the proſpect of 
plenty, and he crowned the year with his goodneſs. 

You have likewiſe very lately feen the ſword let looſe amongſt 
you, and have been put in fear of its coming home to each of 

your 
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your own boſoms. You have ſeen the daring emiſſary of a Po. 


- piſh pretender preſuming to invade this peaceful iſland, unuſed 


to ſcenes of violence and blood, and with a crew of lawleſs re- 
bels threaten ruin and deſtruction to your civil and religicus 
liberties, and ſlavery, perſecution, and death with tortures, to 
all who ſhould refuſe to make ſhipwreck of a good conſcience. 
You ſaw this rebel-rout over-run and conquer a very conſider. 
able part of your country, a great and populous city, and a bo- 
dy of your regular forces. All this you ſaw with terror and 
amazement. Confuſion filled every heart, and paleneſs cover. 
ed every face. You looked when this bloody crew, with haſty 
marches, ſhould arrive at your metropolis, and lay the glory of 
the greateſt city in the world in duſt. You dreaded every day 
the arrival of a French army on your coaſts, well knowing that 
it was under the umbrage of that reſtleſs and ambitious nation, 
the rival of your greatneſs, and the old diſturber of your peace, 
that the curſed ſcheme was framed. You {aw yourſelves whol- 
ly deſtitute of forces to defend you againſt the enemy already 
in your country, and much more againſt the united force of the 
rebellious crew, and an army from France to ſecond them. 
Then did French tyranny, Popery, and perſecution, preſent 
themſelves to your eyes. Then did you view your country as 
already filled with blood, with fire, and deſolation, a general 
maſlacre begun, and the Br:/z/ empire deſtined for a province 
to France, And had they not been infatuated by heaven to 
conſume fo long a time in the North, inſtead of hurrying on 
towards Lendon, immediately aſter the defeat of the army, what 
numbers from every county in England would have flocked in 
to them, fluſhed as they were with their firſt ſucceſs, who can 
pretend to ſay? and had we not all the reaſon in the world to 
fear, that their friends in London would have immediately fired 
the city? what could then have been the event of this infernal 
machination, but our country's being plunged in a ſea of blood, 
if not wholly overflowed and loſt in it? Theſe were the 


terrors of that gloomy day, and theſe your fears were but too 
well 


REMEMBRANCER. 263 


well grounded. It was in that melancholy criſis, when all look- 
ed black and threatening around you, and when no help ſeem- 
ed to be near, that He, whoſe timely interpoſition has ſo often 
ſaved this unthankful nation in her laſt extremity, caſt an eye 
of pity on your diſtreſs, and reſolved to deliver you once more 
from your enemies, to prove you, whether you would leave off 
your follies, caſt your fins behind your backs, and turn to him 
with your whole hearts; or if you would forget your Almigh- 
y and merciful deliverer, andreturn to the purſuit of your follies 


and vices as before. He commanded his winds to waft over | 


your forces from abroad. He commanded an eaſt wind to 
blow for a whole month together, at a ſeaſon of the year in 
which they are very rarely known. Our army landed, after 
one of the quickeſt paſſages ever heard of, juſt in time to ſup- 
port and revive our ſpirits after our ſudden conſternation, and 
to reſtore to us that courage which was abſolutely neceſſary to 
enable us to take any farther meaſures for our own ſafety. 

Let any perſon of judgment in the nation ſay, what muſt 
have been the conſequence, if a weſterly wind had ſet in for a 
rery few weeks, about the time when our forces were ſo much 
wanted from abroad, which would have been only agreeable to 
the uſual courſe of the ſeaſon ; or what would have been the 
conſequence, if a body of ten or twelve thouſand men from 
France had arrived among us, at the time when an army of 
cut-throats were already broke looſe in our country; or what 
would have been the conſequence, had the rebellious crew, im- 
nediately after the defeat of our army, haſtened into the midſt 
of England, and, hurrying on to Londen itfelf, taken us under 
ery diſadvantage ; which was the part they ought, according 
o prudence, to have acted, and were expected to act, accord- 
ng to their own declared intention. The thoughtleſs, who do 
dot take the trouble of obſerving the ways of heaven, and the 
mpous, who have forgot the God who made and governs the 
world, may overlook theſe remarkable concurrences of circum- 


"ances, or conſider them as no other than common accidents 
falling 
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falling out according to the natural courſe of things: but the 
wiſe and confiderate, I am perſuaded, will own, that it is not 
our own arm that hath ſaved us; and that this deliverance, ſa 
far as we are yet delivered, is from God. 

And now, my dear countrymen, muſt I aſk you, Whether 
you think ſuch fignal interpoſitions in your favour, require any 
particular regard on your part; or whether you can perſuade 
yourſelves, that they have no. meaning at all, and are no way 
intended to put you upon thinking, or altering your conduct? 
Methinks the very ſuppoſition that a wiſe and a Chriſtian nation 
ſhould be capable of overfooking ſuch remarkable Providencez, 
and of neglecting to make the due improvement of them, ought 
to appear an affront to your character. But, alas! the days df 
thought, attention, and religious regard to the awful ſteps 0. 
Providence, are gone; and giddy pleaſure, and Atheiſtical ig: 
norance have taken their place. If there are, however, any 
left among us, who have not reſolved to harden their hearts 


againſt all thought and reflexion, to them I willingly write, and i 
do not grudge the trouble of laying before them the following 3 
te 


brief view of the characteriſtic vices of the age, which we are 
ſo loudly called upon, by thefe awful threatenings of Heaven, 
to reform without delay. And if any, from a ſincere deſire d 
their own amendment, and that of others, of appeaſing the 
wrath of Heaven, and preventing a much more fatal viſitation, 
would know what are the peculiar vices which diſtinguiſh thi 
unhappy age from all the paſt, and againſt which the late ven 
geance of Heaven was particularly threatened ; I wiſh the a. 
ſwer were not ſo ready as it is, and that it were not ſo obvious 
to every eye, that LUXURY and IRRELIG 19N, which are in. 
ſeparable companions, are the characteriſtic vices of the 285 
and that our degenerate times and corrupt nation have the u 
happineſs of being ſingular in this reſpect ; that, whereas i 
all the other kingdoms of the world, and all the ages of it, 
has ever been only the rich and great who have either had tal 


enough to pretend to conſume their lives and incomes in lux 
l | 
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ry and pleaſure, or inſolence enough to preſume to treat all 
things ſerious and ſacred with contempt: on the contrary, 
with us no rank or ſtation is too low for either of theſe polite 
vices; for at this day hardly any man thinks himſelf ſo mean 
33 not to be above religion, frugality and ſobriety. But when 
| ay theſe two are the diſtinguiſhing vices of the age, I am 
far enough from meaning that they are the only ones. No; 
do they alone are more than ſufficient to ſink a nation, yet 
ve want not for a numerous train of others that always follow 
it their heels. For when luxury and irreligion enter a nation, 
vith them enter venality, perjury, faction, oppoſition to legal 
authority, idleneſs, gluttony, drunkenneſs, lewdneſs, exceſſive 
gaming, robberies, clandeſtine marriages, breach of matrimo- 
mal vows, ſelf. murders, and innumerable others. Here is a 
egion of furies ſufficient to rend any ſtate or empire that ever 
was in the world to pieces; and accordingly we find, from u- 
wrerſal hiſtory, that no degree of wealth, of trade, of naval or 
nilitary force, have ever been ſufficient to ſupport any nation, 
were luxury and vice have prevailed; but, on the contrary, 
lie greateſt empires in all ages have ſunk before them. 

hope it will not be to your diſadvantage to obſerve, from 
he few following inſtances, the truth of this aſſertion, which 
may ſhew you what you are to expect, and what will be the 
ue of your conduct, if you do not alter it in time, 
The firſt great empire in the world, viz. the A/jrian, the 
mital of which was Nixeveh, owed its deſtruction intirely to 
de luxury of its prince Sardanapalus, of whom Diodorus, Ju- 
jin, Kc. give the following account: That he ſurpalled all his 
redeceſlors in effeminacy, luxury, and cowardice ; that he ne- 
= went out of his palace, but ſpent all his time among a 
pany of women, dreſſed and painted like them, and em- 
ed like them at the diſtaff; that he placed all his glory in 
e poſſeſſion of immenſe treaſures, in feaſting, rioting, and 
wing himſelf in all the moſt infamous and criminal plea- 
et, Of which luxury, ſome of his own generals growing 
4 LI | impatient, 
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impatient, and deſpiſing to be governed by him, ' took arm , 

gainſt him, intirely overturned the empire, and broke ir int 

three *kingdoms. Such was the effect of luxury and vice in 

one perſon, What may they not then produce, when they 
become ſo univerſal as to debauch a whole nation? 

The Babylonian empire, ſo called from the city Baby/n i; 
capital, aroſe aſter the fall of that properly called the Ania, 
It grew to great ſplendour and riches, and thoſe riches prody. 
ced great luxury, which proved the ruin of the ſtate, For the 
city and empire were taken by Darius the Median, in the night, 
by ſurpriſe, while the king Beſſhaz zar, his wives and his concy. 
bines, with a thouſand of the nobles of the land, were engaged Wi | 
in a debauch “. 80 little did this luxurious monarch and his Wi 
court profit by the example of the ruin which luxury and vice i {| 


had before brought upon the MHriun empire. 7 
The Perfian empire, which aroſe on the ruins of the Bain 
lanian, acquiring immenſe riches by that conqueſt, fell alſo in- WW 


to great luxury, and in time exceeded the Zaby/onion in th 
very vice which they ſaw bring on its deſtruction. For in 
Ferxes's time, when he invaded Greece with an army of avore 


two millions and an half, the number of the fervants and at ( 
tendants exceeded that of the ſoldiers: but that of the conci noy 
bines, eunuchs, and other implements of luxury which acc troc 
panied his army, according to Herodotus, was beyond reckon efie; 
ing. And the event was anſwerable, for almoſt this u 17z; 
multitude was deſtroyed. The luxury of this army vag ſir; 
great, that in Mardonius's camp, (who was left by Acrx% ou 
finiſh the war, which he himſelf thought proper to deſert wi his «: 
great precipitation) there were found ſuch prodigious ſums Le 
gold and filver, beſides cups, veſſels, beds, tables, necklace * ner 
and bracelets of gold and ſilver, not to be valued, that 74/408 * me: 
gives it as bis judgment, That theſe very ſpoils proved fatal ed! 
all Greece, by becoming the inſtruments of introducing juxußg Katte: 
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among her inhabitants. And when afterwards the empire 
was attacked by Alexander, its whole power fell before him at 
the head of a handful (for ſuch they were, compared to the 
army of Darius) of troops not enervated by luxury, in which 
Darius indulged himſelf to ſuch a degree, as could not fail to 
ruin his expedition; the very army being incumbered with 
ſuch a numerous train of princeſſes, concubines, eunuchs, and 
domeſtics of both ſexes, that their proceſſion in chariots with 
all manner of magnificence, made his expedition appear more 
like a triumph or a pageant, than the march of an'army to bat- 
le. It is obſerved by Seneca, that the Perſians carried their 
luxury and extravagance in the army, with reſpect to their 
tents, chariots, and good cheer, to a greater exceſs, if poſſible, 
than they did in their cities. The fineſt meats, the rarelt birds, 
and the moſt exquiſite dainties, muſt be found for the prince, 
in what part ſoever of the world he was encamped. They had 
their veſſels of gold and ſilver without number; “ Inſtruments 
* of luxury,“ ſays 2, Curtius, “ not of victory, and more pro- 
« per to allure and enrich an enemy, than to repel or defeat 
them.“ 

One would have thought that Alexander, who himſelf over- 
powered the vaſt army of Pera by the mere advantage of his 
troops being hardened to war, whereas thoſe of Darius were 
eleminated by luxury to ſuch a degree, that thirty thouſand 
Macedonians proved victorious over ſix hundred thouſand Per- 
jar;; one would have thought, I ſay, that Alexander himſelf 
would have been in no danger, with ſuch an example before 
lis eyes, of ſplitting upon the ſame rock that had proved ſo 
tal to Darius. But we are told by Jain, „That he dege- 
* acrated into the luxury and vices of the Peau, whom, by 
means of that very luxury, he had overcome; that he ſuffer- 
ed his army to debauch themſelves in the ſame manner; chat 
"aterwards he gave himſelf up to the moſt unkingly cruelty 
"Igainit his own friends, one of whom he murdered for ex- 
 drelling himſelf a little freely concerning his faults; that ke 
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then proceeded to demand divine honours to be paid to him, 
* which ſome of his miniſters bravely refuſing, he baſely cat. 
« ſed them to be murdered.” At length, degenerating int 
immoderate inte mperance and drunkenneſs, he died ſudden. 
ly in the midſt of a debauch. Whether he was poiſoned by 
ſome of his nobles, whom he had provoked by his cruelties, x 
ſome writers affirm; or whether his death was the effect of 
drunkenneſs, as others aſſert, comes to the ſame purpoſe, ua 
that he fell a ſacrifice to his own luxury and vices. Wich 
-him fell the empire he had raiſed, being immediately divided 
into ſeveral kingdoms, which his favourites ſhared among 
them, | 

Thus have we ſeen the three firſt univerſal monarchies, . 
the Afjrian or Babylonian, the Perſian, and the Grecian, ſuffer | 
ſeveral terrible ſhocks, and at laſt ſink under luxury and vice: 
let us now.ſee what effects they had upon the fourth, viz. tie « 
Roman. | 

It is remarkable, that after Lucullus debauched the Roman! F 
with-the luxury of Ala, they did not preſerve their liber - 
for half a century; the perpetual dictatorſnip being within F 
that time uſurped by Julius Ceſar, which provoked Brut e 
and thoſe who ftood with him for freedom, to cut him of. WM fe 


The commonwealth was immediately upon this involved in ge 
bloody civil war, in which ſome of the greateſt men of R 
fell, From theſe times, the ancient ſimple Reman virtue g th; 
dually ſunk more and more, till the empire at laſt was torn , pri 
pieces by the irruption of the northern nations, it | 

We are told by Salus, That the principal tools which Cat" hin 
line (after the expedition of Lucullus) made uſe of for carrying Zn, 
his conſpiracy into execution, were ſuch of the men of bi r 
in Rome, as had, by their luxury and extravagance, conſumed in o 
their eſtates, (and who, conſequently, were willing to engage disc. 
any deſign from which they had a chance of repairing them k it a 
plunder) and thoſe of the army, whom Sy/la in his wars in AMY tive 
had debauched with luxury and pleaſure, in order to ©5% I ved ; 


then 
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mem the more ſtrongly to his party. From this conſpiracy 
the greateſt empire in the world was in the moſt imminent 
danger of a total ſubverſion, and muſt have fallen before it, 
but for the unequalled ſagacity and vigilance of Cicero, who 
was then conſul, and who, for his ſucceſsful care of the ſtate, 
received the honourable title of The father of his country. 

To add no other particular inſtances, which would be end- 
leſs; how the Reman empire ſunk from one degree to another 
of luxury, venality, and effeminacy, till at length it was divided 
into ten kingdoms, by the Goth and Yandals, is very well 
known to all that are in the leaſt acquainted with the Roman 
hiſtory, and that its ruin was owing to its vices, and to its vi- 
ces only, which enervated its ancient ſtrength, and. gave it a 
prey to its enemies. 

Your patience would fail me before I could give an account 
of one half of the fatal effects of luxury and vice upon the o- 
ther ſtates, empires, and cities of the world. Yet I cannot a- 
roid mentioning the deſtruction of the luxurious city of Ta- 
rentum, the manners of that people having very much reſem- 
bled our own at this day. We are told by Strabo, Plutarch, 
Cc. that there were more feſtivals, ſolemn games, and public 
feaſts in this city, than days in the year : that, upon an outra- 
geous infult offered by them to the Romans, being drawn into 
a war with them, their pride and wantonneſs were ſo great, 
that they neither knew liow to conduct it, nor to avoid it by a 
prudent peace: that having called in king Pyrrbus to manage 
it for them, the whole people ſoon began to exclaim againſt 
bim, (much in the ſame licentious manner as many people in 
England are wont to ſhew their wit and their ignorance, by 
raling againſt their governors) becauſe he found it neceſſary, 
in order to qualify them for war, to eſtabliſh an exact military 
cipline among them. Some even quitted the city, thinking 
t condition of inſupportable ſlavery, not to be permitted to 
ve the ſame idle and voluptuous life, while they were enga- 
ed in war with a powerful enemy, as they uſed to indulge 


them- 


Ho + A1 


themſelves in, in times of peace and proſperity. 'The war end. 


ed accordingly in the total overthrow of that powerful city, 
once ſo famous for its wealth, trade, and magnificence. 

The character of the Sybarites, and the ruin of their city and 
ſtate, are likewiſe ſo peculiarly proper to my purpoſe, that! 
cannot help abridging their ſtory, This city became ſo very 
powerful, as to be able to raiſe an army of three hundred thou. 
ſand men. Their wealth ſoon introduced luxury, and ſuch 
diſſolution of manners as is almoſt incredible, if it were not at. 
' teſted by Strabo, and other authentic writers. The citizens 
employed themſelves in nothing but banquets, games, ſhows, 
parties of pleaſure, and carouſals. Public rewards were be. 
ſtowed on thoſe who gave the moſt magnificent entertain- 
ments; and even on ſuch ingenious cooks as were beſt ſkilled 
in the important art of making improvements in the dreſſing 
of nice diſhes, and inventing new refinements to tickle the pa- 
late. They carried their delicacy to the monſtrous length of 
ſending out of the city all manner of noiſy artiſicers, as black- 
ſmiths, carpenters, &c. and deſtroying all the cocks, that 
their downy ſlumbers might not be diſturbed by any noiſe. 

This unbounded luxury naturally produced diſſentions, which 
proved their ruin; one of the contending parties having inte- 
reſt enough to engage the Crotonians to come againſt the city 
with an army, which, tho” only equal to a third part of that 
which the Sybarites brought into the field, yet not being ener. 
vated by luxury, as that of the Sybarites was, proved victorious 
over them, and totally overthrew their city and ſtate. 

Why ſhould I weary you with a long account of the ancient 
Rate and deſtruction of the great city of Corinth? a city once 
ſo eminent for its fine harbours, its extenſive trade, and its 
wealth, as to draw upon it the envy of Rome herſelf, This 
wealth puffed them up ſo with inſolence, that they caſt tie 
molt provoking indigaities they could think of upon the Roma 


embaſiadors. In revenge for which the Romans ſent L. Mun 
11h 
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mus againſt them, who burnt their city, and razed it to the 
ground. 

Why ſhould I enlarge on the fall of > nl great city of Can- 
fantineple ? which at its deſtruction was got to a prodigious 
height of ſplendour and riches, which the inhabitants refuſed 
to part with for their own ſecurity. The Turks were ſo en- . 
riched with its plunder, that it became a proverb, if any man 
acquired great wealth on a ſudden, „ that he had been at the 
« ſack of Conſtantinople *.” 

Or why ſhould I mention the conqueſt of Syria by the Ma- 
lumetan Saracens # the inhabitants of which were grown ſo 
wicked from the great riches and eaſe they enjoyed, that they 
themſelves imputed their miſeries to the juſt judgments of God 
for their prodigious luxury +. 

Theſe are ſome of the ravages which the infernal monſter 
LUXURY, and its attendant vices, have been making upon the 
rations of the earth for almoſt theſe three thouſand years back. 
wards. The mightieſt empires, the richeſt kingdoms and the 
beſt ſortifed cities, have fallen before them; and what can 
Britain then expect but to ſhare their fate, if ſhe do not take 
warning by their fall? 

And now, for the Luxury of our own times, ſhould any 
one defire to have it proved to him, that we are in the preſent 
age arrived to an exceſs in that vice beyond all the palt, from 
which the greateſt danger may be feared to the ſtate; both on 
xcount of the natural conſequences of that vice itſelf, and the 
others which are its conſtant attendants; and likewiſe of its 
judicial conſequences, or the vengeance it is likely to bring up- 
en us from the hand of heaven: I ſay, ſhould any one deſire to 
tare a demonſtration of the exceſhve luxury of our times, it 
night ſeem ſufficient only to deſire him to take a ſuperficial 


lurvey of the manner of life of almoſt every rank in the nation, 


but 


* Echard's Rom. hiſt. vol. V. p.456 
f Oakley's hiſt. of the Saracens, p. 27 and 223. 
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but eſpecially the very loweſt, and he will hardly fee any thing 
elſe but luxury, pleaſure and extravagance, ſtaring him in th: 
face, wherever he turns his, eyes in town and country. 

As to the conduct of the higheſt ranks in the nation in thi; 
reſpect, to ſay the truth, it is leſs to be blamed than that of 
their inferiors. It were to be wiſhed indeed, that they would 
live moſtly upon their own eſtates, and within their incomes; 
and that they would make the beſt of their eſtates, by keeping 
their accompts, and tranſacting their buſineſs themſelves, with. 
out the intervention of a pack of raſcally ſtewards and rent-gz- 
therers, whoſe practice it is too commonly to plunder the land- 
lord with one hand, and the tenant with the other, 

Again, if any one deſires to enquire into the character ot 


the trading part of the nation as to luxury, let him take a view 


of the manner of life in all the conſiderable cities in Bi 
but eſpecially in this once great and flouriſhing metropolis, 
Whoever does ſo, will ſee little elſe than ſcenes of wantonneſs, 
pleaſure, and extravagance, In theſe ſtreets, which in the lalt 
ages were filled with decent citizens dreſſed in a garb, plain, 
uniform, and fit for buſineſs, he will now ſee a motly race of 


Engliſb traders burleſqued into French dancing-maſters; their ““ 
clothes bepatched with lace, their hands unfitted for bufinels ret 
by being muffled up in cambrick to the fingers ends, and their [ * 
feet crippled by wooden-heeled ſhoes of ſome inches high, Vi 
That theſe French fopperies ſhould thus fill the heads and dil 
guiſe the perſons of our citizens, ſeems no hopeſul omen fot . 
the trade of England. If he goes into the houſes of the citi- 4 
Zens, (and not of the richeſt neither) the luxury, the expence, * 
the number of ſervants, and the entertainment of a palace vil Wc... 
meet his eyes. If he viſits a tradſeman of the meaneſt rank, . 
he will ſee nothing leſs than gilt China-ware, ſilver- plate, and — 
choice of forcigu wines adorn his board e. Re 0 
: Where. ff 
Ire 
deere 


* The modern extravagance in dreſs has alſo given riſe to the cnormam 


expence of coaches, which are now found abſolutely neceſſary for laving ® , 


fine clothes, but might be wholly ſpared, would people content themſein 
with 
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Where are now the ſober and regular manners of our fa- 
thers, when it was the conſtant cuſtom of the citizens to riſe 
detimes, according to the order of nature, and employ the morn- 
jag in examining their accompts, adjuſting their warehouſes 
ind ſhops, and preparing themſelves for the buſy hours of the 
day? when the exchange was ſhut at twelve, and dinner over 
erery where by one; when they ſpent their evenings at home 
n inſtruCting their children, apprentices, and ſervants, in the 
rinciples of virtue and religion, and concluded every day with 
the laudible exerciſe of family-devotion ? In place of theſe de- 
cent and regular methods of living, our citizens now find it 
hard to riſe by ten; to get dreſſed for the change by two; to 
get dinner, and the bottle after it, over by four; and in an 
hour after, the joking-club, the wanton play-houſe in winter, 
ind the luxurious muſic- garden in ſummer, call them from the 
peaceful enjoyment of their families at home, from the in- 
ſtruction of their children and domeſtics, and from the wor- 
ſhip of HI in whoſe power alone it is to ſend a bleſſing up- 
on their ſecular employments. Nor do they think the mid- 
night hour too late to conclude their pleaſures, or to ſeek that 
reſt which nature, wearied with a round of follies, requires. 
[hus does luxury invert the beautiful ordination of Heaven, 
which appointed the day for labour and the night for reſt. 

T | M m And 


with appare! fit for uſe. Wonderful! that only in queen El/abeth's time 


here was not a coach in England, and that in a courſe of about 150 years 


ue number of them ſhould be beyond reckoning. 

To the ahove may be added, if we may credit the information of a late 
#pectable author *, that in Edinburgh in 1783 no fewer than 1268 four« 
wetled carriages were entered to pay duty, and we may ſuppoſe the num- 
7 has been conſiderably increaſed ſince ; whereas fo late as 1763 they did 
t exceed 396. May we not infer, from the above, a proportionable in- 
ale of luxury and extravagance, in other particulars, which more than 
ep pace with our boaſted improvements in trade and commerce? Indeed, 

work referred to furniſhes a variety of inſtances equally ftriking, and 
preſſive of the ſpirit of the times. But the due bounds of things once 
agreſſed, ruin may be expected to ſucceed apace. 


- - . „ © . . 
Hugo ArxoT, Zy: Advocate, in his Hiftory of Edinburgh. 
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And is it then any wonder that the riſing generation lar 
no more ſenſe or underſtanding of Chriſtianity, than if they 
nad never heard of it, and that the London apprentices are, re 
nerally ſpeaking, a/ſet of mere town-rakes ? Is it any wonder 
that the aiſairs of families are neglected, when the maſters gf 
them are gone abroad in purſuit of pleaſure one way, and their 
wives another ? br is it to be expected, that an extravagant 
apprentice or journeyman, who has not had one principle of 
honeſty or religion infuſed into his mind by education, wil 
not lay hold on ſuch opportunities for plundering his maſter, 
for the gratification of his own luſts and appetites ? if peopl: 
will not take care of their own houſes themſelves, how can 
they expect others ſhould do it for them? Indeed I canng 
conceive how® they can reliſh any mirth or pleaſure abroad, 
while their houſes at home are liable to be ſtript or fired by 
the carelefineſs or diſhonefty of ſervants. And if the ſcene; 
of pleaſure and gaiety, which they paſs through abroad, are it 
all reliſhed by them, the effect they muſt have on their minds 
muſt be, only to make their buſineſs a drudgery, and their own 
homes dull and tireſome. 

The modern luxury and extravagance of the citizens appears 
from- nothing more convincingly than its viſible effects, | mean 
the frequent bankruptcies of late, which have brought thing 
at length to that paſs, that now it is hardly thought prejud- 
cial to the credit of a trader that he makes a ſtop of paymentyil . 
if he eſcapes being fairly declared a bankrupt. And indeed. 
how can bankruptcy miſs to be the conſequence, when gut 
young traders now-2-days uſually begin where formerly tis 
old ones ended, I mean with ſurniſhing a town-houſe and 1 


country-houſe, ſetting up coaches, or keeping horſes ; making 

+. 19 
as great a ſlew as poihble of wealth and trade, and taking an 
much credit as they can have by any means, without ma«ingl 


any allowances for the innumerable chances of trade, and dats 
gers of being dif? 'P pointed of returns, to enable them to male 
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How many inſtances have we of the terrible conſequences 
of extravagance among traders ? ſome of whom have been for- 
ced, by their neceſſities, upon the fatal and wretched ſhift of 
endeavouring to patch up their credit by gaming; which only 
links them ſo much the deeper. Others we have ſeen betake 
themſelves to the high-way, and, in endeavouring to recover 
their ruined fortunes, make ſhipwreck of liſo fortune, and ſoul 
at once. | 

But what above all gives the moſt diſmal proſpect of the ſtate 
of the nation, is the monſtrous, and hitherto unequalled luxury 
which prevails among the very loweſt ranks of the people. It 
is very well known, that now even the poor tnechanic, by 
whoſe labour the trade of our country ought to be ſupported, 
has learned to ſpend every-Sunday, and at leaſt the two follow- 
ing days of the week, in drunkenneſs and idleneſs, and to lay 
out generally the whole earnings of the foregoing week, in pro- 
curing to himielf a taſte of thoſe heightned pleaſures, which e- 
ren in the luxurious age of king Charles II. were thought only 
fit for people of fortune to run mad after; I mean, getting 
drunk, haunting of bawdy-houſes, ſeeing plays, hearing muſic, 
e, So that in our days every journeyman has as high a re- 
iſh of pleaſure, and as fine a taſte, as they affect to call it, of 
plays and muſic, as moſt of the gentry of the above-mentioned 
ntamous age. And is it then any wonder, that we cannot 
carry our manufactures to foreign markets on equal terms with 
the rivals of our trade; with the additional charge of foreign 
wines, muſicians and players, to be added to their price ? 

To give a full view of the luxury of the age, my dear coun- 
rymen, would carry me a great way beyond the intended length 
0! this pamphlet, and your patience. Lo have juſt notions of the 
late of this epidemic vice, let any man open his eyes, and e- 

fry object will preſent it to his view, For in every ſtreet of 

great metropolis he will ſee one tavern or houſe of enter- 
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tertainment within call of another“; whereas it is known, thy 
only in the days of the fathers of people now alive, ſtrong l. 
quors were ſold no where but at the ſhops of apothecaries, Ju 
the dreſs of the inhabitants he will ſee journeymen and chan. 
bermaids got beyond the pitch of the quality of laſt age, ln 
every village round the city, he will ſee every ſixth houſe poſ. 
ſeſſed by a retailex, of ſtrong liquors, and prepared for the re. 
ception of the rambling inhabitants, of which he will {ce (ach 
numbers carouſing in each of them every Synday, when the 
weather is fair, as would make a ſtranger conclude there was 
a general carnival in the nation, and that al} the inhabitant; 
were broke looſe. In every delightful ſpot round the city, ls 
will ſee a retreat ſet apart for muſic, wine, and wantonnefs; 
and there he will fee ſuch magnificence, taſte, aud expence, as 
is beyond the power of moſt princes in Eurete to ſupport ; and 
all for the entertainment of the inhabitants of a city which was 
once the ſeat of frugality, trade, induſtry, ſobriety, religion, 
and every virtue that could make a nation great and happy, 
If he looks into the public news-papers, he will ſce them ſilled 
with advertiſements of races, cock-matches, plays, muſic-gar- 
dens, balls, aſſemblies, operas, concerts, maſquerades, break- 
faſting-houſes, ridottos, and fire-works. And to ſhew how our 
pleaſures have ingroſſed us, and into what a lethargy they have 
ſunk us, in the very papers which lately gave accounts from 
time to time of the progreſs of the rebels, whoſe arrival at our 
metropolis we dreaded every day, and from witch a genera 
maſſacre was reaſonably to be expected; in the very 1ame pe. 
per, I ſay, one paragraph contained the hiſtory of their me- 
tions, and the very next invited us to a play or a horfe-rac, 
And, if he fteps into the theatre, it will be hard for kam 
ſay, whether luxury or wickedneſs prevails there molt; butts 

poſtpone 


* I am credibly informed, that by an account taken of the public houts 
of different kinds in only one pariſh in London, they were found to wel 
leſs than fifteen hundted. V\ hat muſt then be the whole number wit 
the bills of mortality? . 
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poſtpone the wickedneſs of the theatre till afterwards) ſurely 
the magnificence of the decorations, the dreſſes of the players, 
the finery of the audience, and the indolence of their appear- 
ance, as they fit diſſolved in pleaſure and gaiety, would incline 
a being who did not know the ſtate of human nature, and who 
had been tranſported thither from another world, to conclude, 
that mankind were an order of creatures placed here on earth, 
merely to enjoy themſelves for a courſe of years, without be- 
ing obliged to any manner of duty, or that their whole duty 
were to invent the moſt exquilite gratifications for their ſenſes, 
and indulge themſelves in the moſt exquiſite pleaſures that 
could be found out. 

We may think of this matter as we pleaſe ; but it will be 
ſound hereafter, that no ſon or daughter of Adam has any in- 
dulgence from heaven to live a life of abſolute indolence and 
pleaſure, without filling up a certain ſtation, and doing the 
duties of a certain ſphere, Were we even an order of beings 
abſolutely innocent and blameleſs, it is not to be conceived, 
that the Almighty Governor of the world would fee us with 
ſatisfaction conſume our time in a manner altogether uſeleſs to 
ourſelves or our fellow-creatures, though the enjoyments we a- 
muſed ourſelves with were otherwiſe harmleſs: but ſor an of- 
ſending, guilty order of creatures, who are continually provo- 
ung the diſpleaſure of our Maker, and in continual danger of 
bringing down his vengeance upon our heads, to paſs away 
ve time of trial for an everlaſting ſtate in pleaſure, and in cri- 
minal pleaſure too, while we ought to be endeavouring, by pe- 
pitence for our faults, to avert the puniſhment due to us, and, 
a conſtant watch over our conduct, to qualify ourſelves for 


being fit objects of heavenly mercy *; I ſay, for ſuch an order 
of 


All our efforts to pleaſe God, if influenced by Golpel-principles and 
notes, which alone can produce true repentance, and genuine holineſs of 
"art and life, will proceed from other views and ends than to qualify our. 
wes for being fit objefs of his mercy ; tho" ſome great and good men 5 
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of creatures as we are to live the liſe we do, what is it but 107 
a ſet of criminals to revel in priſon with wine and muſic, and 
to inſult rheir judge to his face ? 

From this curſed fountain, among many other poiſonous 
ſtreams, flows that fatal one of the unhappy diviſions of our 
country. While ſo many among the great, by their extravagance, 
run out their fortunes, it is no wonder that ſo many want to 
fiſh in troubled waters, and can find in their hearts to divide a 
nation for the ſake of gaining their own private purpoſes. And 
when men of inferior ranks find their affairs going into dior. 
der, they readily become proper dupes to the heads of factions, 
and are then fit to join in the clamour againſt their governors, 
Were people at eaſe in their own private fortunes, they coul! 
not ſo ſoon be put in a paſſion at the proceedings of the go- 
rernment. What gives me the moſt diſguſt in this matter is, 
that thoſe ſimple people, who are ſo good-natured as to let out 
their paſſions for nothing to the heads of parties, are common- 
ly the molt ignorant bochi of the hiſtory of other countries, and 
the preſent ſtate and true intereſt of their own; are commou- 
ly the fartheſt from the ſprings of government, and conſequent- 
iy know leaſt what diſhcultics a government have to ſtruggle | 
with, and in what peculiar circumſtances they are involved, 


Thus they that are leaſt qualified for finding fault, are, gene- 
rally ſpeaking, loudeit in their complaints. That ever met ; 
ſhould pretend to ſettle the affairs of nations, while their ow 4 
exorbitant defires and appetites are in an uprozr within them, C 


or to find fault with thoſe who have the government of king: Jn 
doms in their hands, while themſelves cannot govern the 


ow! paſſions ! 0 
| It 
Nor is it to be imputed to any other cauſe than unbounde r , 
luxutz, 
ma 
, : 5 and 
inadvertently uſed ſuch exprefions as the worthy author above. Av Y 
mug fenſe of our guilt and conſequent miſery, and a diſpoſition to ſcek ali pea! 
accept of merey as the free gift of God in Chriſt Jeſus, is the only quali 
cation he requires; and this ſenſe and diſpoſition can neither, be-pernaem, 
ar efiectual, unleſs implanted in the heart by his Spirzt ; yet for this arc“ 
to ſeek to him in the way he has appointed. * T} 
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luxury, that the people of Great Britain, formerly a nation of 
heroes, are now ſo enervated and ef:minate, that if they hap- 
pen to be deſtitute of an army trained to war and hardſhip, 
they are before an enemy as a flock of ſheep before wolves; as 
appears from what we have ſcen but the other day, viz. a ban- 
ditti of hardy ruſſians penetrating into the heart of our coun- 
try without interruption or oppolition from the people, and 
likely to reach our metropolis itſelf, had they not been pre- 
rented by the army 

Thus have I laid before you, my dear countrymen, {a very 
brief view of a very copious ſubject, viz. the modern Lx uRx 
of our own unhappy country. The other epidemic diſeaſe I 
mentioned, from whence the molt fatal eſfects are to be feared, 
and which is inſeparable from the former, is IRKELIGION, 
And here I am got, if poſſible, into a larger field than before, 
and into a ſubject which yields a more gloomy proſpect than 
the former, If the unbounded luxury of the age has the falſe 
plea of great wealth and trade to ſupport it, (tho' it is certain 
no degree of wealth of trade are ſufficient for it); if it ſhould 
pretend, tho? falſely, that its natural conſequences are more to 
be feared than its judicial ; if luxury, I fay, ſhould pretend to 
theſe wretched and ſophiſtical defences, irreligion cannot: for 
it is more inexcuſable in this age, (an age of the greateſt light 
and knowledge that has been for above theſe twelve hundred 
years backwards) than in all the paſt; and it is likewiſe a more 
certain means of bringing deſtruction upon a nation than even 
luxury itſelf, For, if there be a God in heaven, it is not to be 
imagined he will long ſuffer a nation to flouriſh which ſhews 
tie utmoſt contempt for the beſt and moſt ſublime diſpenſa- 
tion of religion that can be laid before the ſons of men. That 
many people in England are at this day guilty of this attrocious 
and provoking crime, needs no other proof than what will ap- 
pear to any one who will but cait the moſt careleſs eye upon 


the 


0 — Fg * * 
The rebel army having come ſo far as Derby, within leſs than a hundred 
mts of London. 
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the ways of all ranks in the nation, the clergy themſelves not 
excepted, to our inexpreſſible confuſion, and their indelible dic. 
grace be it ſpoken. 

The irreligion of the preſent age is above ſneaking out of 
ſight or concealing itſelf, It appears without bluſhing in our 
news. papers, walks in ſtate at our declarations of war, preſides 
at our elections, and reigns without controul at our public di. 
verſions. ; 

The following and ſuch like bravadoes meet our eyes almol! 
in every news- paper. The fleets are in high ſpirits, and on. 
« ly long for a hearty bruſh with the Dons. We only defir: 
the arm of fleſh may be left to decide the quarrel. We doubt 
© not but the brave admiral ſuch-a-one, with his glorious fleet, 
& will ſoon give a. good account of the enemy. Let England 
« but take care of her fleet, and what has ſhe to fear *.” 

In all which there is ſo far from any appearance of a ſenſe 
of dependance upon heaven, that we ſeem rather defirous to 
ſtand by our own ſtrength, than be beholden to the aſliſtance 
of the God of battles. I ſhall only at preſent add on this par- 
ticular, that had ſuch expreſſions as the above, and many o- 
thers of the ſame kind, that have paſſed unpuniſhed in the 
public news- papers ſince the commencement of the Sea. 
ni/ſh war, been publiſhed at Athens or Rome, the publiſhers 
had been treated as contemners of the gods of their coun- 


cry. 4 ; 
py And, 


* That there is ſtill room for the ſame * the Reader will ſce by 
conſulting note in page 210, Cc. of preceding Addreſs. 


+ To quote all the paſſages from Heathen writers, in which they ſpeak 
of the reverence due by ſtates and empires to the ſuperior powers, and ol 
the abſolute dependance on them which they ought to expreſs in all their 


public undertakings, would fill a volume, I ſhall therefore only refer the 


reader to the writings of the looſe and wanton Horace himſelf, tor tome cn. 


8 - 10 | le. 
preſſions which diſcover a ſenſe of reverence and ſubmiſſion to the god 


that may put the Chriſtians of our degenerate age and nation out of cy 
tenance. See | Book I. Ode 2. where (wer/e 35.) he intreats ſeveral oft, 


inferior deitics to intercede with Jupiter, that he would not woos 
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And, now I mention the Spaniſh war, I appeal to the thou- 
ſands who ſaw it declared, whether there appeared in the be- 
haviour and converſation of the people of London on that oc- 
cation, the leaſt ſenſe of humanity for their fellow-creatures 
who were likely to ſuffer in it, or the leaſt dependence on Hea- 
ren for the ſucceſs of it; or whether the ſpirit which reigned 
at that time in England was not a ſpirit of inſolence and deſi- 
ance both of God and man ? It is plain from the Roman hiſto- 
ry, that that humane people (tho' ſtrangers to our religion, 
which teaches us that the whole ſucceſs of war depends upon 
the over-ruling providence of God) always engaged in it with 
a deeper ſenſe of dependance upon their gods, who yet- were 
idols and no gods, than we ſhew on Him, who dzes in the ar- 
mies of heaven, and among the inhabitants of the earth, whatever 
pleaſes him, and whoſe hand none can ſtay d. 

Further, it is wholly owing to the luxury and ſenſuality of 
the age, that a religion, which has upon it all the characters a 

+ Nn revelation 


Roman empire for the murder of Julius Cæſur. Ode 12. vor. 14. he ſays, 
Jupiter has the ſupreme diſpoſal of the affairs of gods and men; fee alſo, 
wr. 49. Ode 34. is an acknowledgment of the abſolute power of Jupiter 
to over-rule all human affairs. Book III. Ode 1. wer: 6. he calls Jupiter ſu- 
preme king over all earthly monarchs, and ſays all things depend upon his 
nod, He ſpeaks to the ſame purpoſe, ode 4. wer. 45; fee allo ver. 66. Ode 
6, of the ſame book is written expreſly to charge the Romans with the con- 
tempt of religion and depravation of manners, and to aſſure them, that from 
thence proceeded the miſeries of all Italy. He there particularly affirms 
der. 5.) that the Roman empire was raiſed to its greatneſs by the gods for 
the devotion of the people. 


I cannot help taking notice of the inſolence and defiance of Heaven 
which appears in the names that are given to the ſhips of the Britiſh navy; 
and the genius of the people appears as plain in this as in things of greater 
conſequence. The Victory, the Dreadnought, the Superb, the Terror, the 
Thunder, and the Lightning, ſeem to me very improper names for frail veſ- 
lels, liable every moment to be ſwallowed up by the devouring waves, when- 
ter it ſhall pleaſe him who has the power of them, to give them ſuch a 
commiſſion. ä 


lf inſolence and defiance of Heaven appear in the above names; thoſe of 
dur preſent ſhips of war can ſcarce be ſaid to expreſs affiance in, and rever- 
Me for the Supreme Power, 
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revelation from God can be imagined to have, is rejected and 
deſpiſed in this unhappy nation. 

What avails it that the important truths of Chriſtianity have 
of late been ſo deeply enquired into, that they have been op. 
poſed by the moſt ſubtile writers of the Deiſtical party, and 
defended by the greateſt maſters of human reaſon, and that 
the reſult of this enquiry is, that theſe ſacred truths have, by 
that means, been better eſtabliſhed, to the fatisfaction of every 
fair examiner, than if they had never been controverted ; what 
avails, I fay, all this ſtrict and ſevere ſcrutiny, and the con- 
vincing proof of the truth of the Chriſtian religion which it 
has produced, if there be at this day a more numerous party 
of Deiſts, who are ſuch merely from ignorance and ſenſuality, 
than of Chriſtians, who are ſuch in belief and practice, from a 
fair and thorough examination ? 

What avails it, that any man who will fairly enquire into 
the Chriſtian religion, will find, that the ſcheme as it ſtand; 
in the fcriptures, taken literally, is ſo far from being un. 
reaſonable, that the main of it was thought of, and earnelt- 
ly wiſhed for, by the wiſeſt heathens *; that its doctrines, it 
they were not true, are of that ſublime and heavenly nature 
as to make every wiſe and good man admire them, and will 
they were true; that its proofs are the moſt irreſiſtible 
that ever were laid before mankind upon any occalion, vg. 
the completion of almoſt innumerable ancient prophecies in 
our Saviour's on perſon, ſome written ſeveral thouſand years 

before his appearance, beſides thoſe given by himſelf, the com- 
pletion of many of which is unqueſtionable; the performance 
of almoſt innumerable miracles by him and' his apoſtles ; the 
atteſtation of his reſurrection by multitudes, ſome of whom 


performed many miracles, and at laſt gave their lives in ate 
tation 


. 


See Dr Clarke's evidence of natural and revealed religion, Pag: 306. 
& e 75 
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tation of the truth of it, in which it was impoſſible they them - 
ſelves ſhould be deceived; and as plain from the miſerable lives 
and deaths they expoſed themſelves to by their adherence to 
this religion, that they could have no deſign of impoſing upon 
others? What avails it, that the firm belief and ſtrict obſer- 
vance of Chrittianity would raiſe the human nature almoſt to 
the pitch of the angelic? It is the ſingle objection of its fixing 
beyond diſpute the bounds of right and wrong, and pointing 
its cannon directly againſt our favourite luſts and paſſions, that 
diſguſts us at it, and puts us upon ſo many. wretched ſhafts to 
prove that falfe which we dare not allow to be true. 

Is there a fop in any of the inns of court, whoſe reading goes 
no farther than the pamphlets he ſubſcribes for at the cottee- 
houſe, or an Oxonian in his ſecond year, whoſe knowledge 
ſerves only to enable him to call a hor/e, a houſe, or a table, by 
a different word in Latin, Greek, and French, that does not 
take upon him to caſt reflexions on the awful and folemn doc- 
trines of the Chriſtian religion; and this in the very age in 
which a Nezuton, a Clarke and a Locke, (a triumvirate which no 
age fince the appearance of Chriſtianity can exceed) have de- 
clared their belief, and exerted the utmoſt force of their geni- 
us in demonſtrating the truth of it; and without even pretend- 
ing to have found out one new difficulty in it, one fallacy in 
the arguments formerly applied in defence of it, or ſo much 
4 knowing the beſt objections againſt it, much leſs the ſatis- 
lying anſwers which have been made to theſe objections ? 

Nor does the irreligion of the age appear more ſhocking in 
ay ſingle inſtance than in the modern education of youth: for 
rom thence there is no manner of proſpect of any cure of the 
il; but on the contrary, every appearance of religion is ſink- 
nz more and more in the nation with every ſucceeding gene- 
ation, It is notorious, that the immorality of the youth of 
one of our univerſties is grown to ſuch a height, that it de- 
lerves at this day more properly to be ſtiled, the ſeat of the 
nes, than of the muſes. Nor is it to be doubted, but that ig. 
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is in the power of the dearned gentlemen, who have the charg: 
of the youth at that univerſity, to remedy, or at leaſt in a great 
meaſure to reſtrain, this evil. I ſhould be glad to hear of any 
number of ſchoolmaſters, public or private, who make a con- 
ſcience of teaching the children committed to their charge to 
form rational conceptions of the Chriſtian religion, or of the 
duties of common morality ; for having made fome enquiry 
myſelf into the general practice of inſtructors of youth, I mult 
own I have, to my great concern, found that they have gene. 
rally thought they had diſcharged their duty to them, if they 
made them ſcholars, tho' they did not uſe the leaſt endeavour 
to make them Chriſtians, or honeſt men . At this rate, how 
many ages, upon a reaſonable computation, may any ſenſe of 
religion be expected to remain in this unhappy country, (if 
Heaven ſhould ſuffer us ſtill to hold our place among the na. 
tions) ſince every riſing generation falls behind their fathers in 
the knowledge and practice of it? | 

To what a deplorable ſtate of irreligion muſt that nation be 
reduced, in which many of the men, who ſhould be the laſt te 
give up the ſpirit and power of Chriſtianity, are got into the 
ſame epidemic unbelief and immorality that has over-run the 
reſt of the nation? That in Eugland at this day, too many 0 | 
that order of men whoſe buſineſs it is to ſupport, by their doc. 
trine and example, the belief and practice of Chriſtianity, have | 
betrayed their important truſt ; that they have made themſelves e 


too obnoxious to the reflexions of the enemies of religion, bY i £ 
engaging themſelves in ſecular ſchemes for preferment, aud t 
ſome by notoriouſly immoral lives, is a truth not leſs certain at 
than melancholy. I am aware, that in this tract I ſhall no! WF 
have occaſion. to touch upon any ſubje more tender and de a1 
licate lit 

; , ob 

* What the Author juſtly complains of above, ſtill too much prevag Le 


whence the reading of the ſcriptures, and the uſe of catechiims founded 
them, tor the inſtruction of youth in the great principles and dytics oi 
gion and mecrality, are diſcarded from the moſt part of our cable 

ſchools. 
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licate than this, and that it is very difficult to attack a ſet of 
clergy without wounding religion thro* their ſides. And if 
the objections againſt thoſe of the preſent age could be aſcri- 
bed to human frailty, I ſhould with pleaſure do my beſt to pal- 
late and excuſe them, inſtead of expoſing them to public view; 
being, in all caſes, and in this eſpecially, of opinion, that pri- 
rite offences ought to be reproved in private, and that deeds 
of darkneſs ought to remain in darkneſs. But what avails it 
that I, or any other writer, carefully conceal the faults of the 
clergy, if too many of their own body expoſe their ſhame, by 
:mbroiling themſelves in politics and party cauſes, to the ne- 
glect and diſgrace of their ſacred function, by indulging them- 
ſelves in all the luxury of theatres, muſic-gardens, wine and 
feaſting, and ſome in other kinds of a more infamous nature? 
The practices of a ſet of clergy of a character preferable to 
thoſe of this age, drew upon them the ſevere rebukes of two 
of their own order, who thought it neceſſary to reprove them 
from the preſs; whoſe proceedings will ſufficiently juſtify 
mine, eſpecially as their names are no leſs than thoſe of arch- 
biſhop Tillatſon and biſhop Burnet *. 

To proceed, how can a people pretend to have any ſenſe or 
love of religion in their hearts, who never have it in their 
mouths? We know that mankind love the riches, pleaſures 
and honours of this world, by this certain token, that they are 
ever talking of them, and nothing but them. But as to reli- 
gion, I appeal to every judicious perſon in the nation, whe- 
ther ſuch a thing is now to be heard of any where in town 
and country, as a converſation in which religious ſubjects arc 
the prevailing ones, kept up with any reliſh or ſatisfaction in 
ny mixed company; and whether, on the contrary, they don't 
ind, that the few who love ſuch ſubjects of converſation ars 
obliged carefully to avoid them, in all but ſelect compauies, as 
generally diſagreeable. It is a wiſe and juſt ſaying of our Sa- 

viour, 


* Tillorfon's ſerm. Vol. I. P. 461. Burnet's paſtoral care. 
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viour, „Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth ſpcal. 
eth.“ Were there as much love of religion in our heart, 
as there is of worldly honour, profit or pleaſure, our con. 
verſation would ſavour as much of it as now it does of 
them, | 

Another fearful inſtance and effect of the irreligion of the 
age is the horrid contempt of judicial oaths, exacted at enter. 
ing upon almoſt every office, from the higheſt down to that of 
a ſcavenger, with thoſe of the cuſtom-houſe and exciſe, and 
thoſe yet more ſhocking, if poſſible, which are required at e. 
lections for members of parliament. 

What makes this particular the more deplorable, is, that 

theſe oaths anſwer no purpoſe, but to lay a load of guilt upon 
the nation: for it is not to be ſuppoſed that any perſon who 
has not virtue enough to reſiſt the temptation of a bribe, or of 
defrauding the revenue, or of betraying his truſt, will have vir. 
tue enough to refuſe an oath he does not intend to keep, to 
anſwer a preſent purpoſe; eſpecially conſidering how little ſo- 
lemnity or ſignificancy there is in the form of the oath, and in the 
manner of adminiſtring it; which accordingly ignorant and 
thoughtleſs people ſwailow with the greateſt indifference, re. 
garding the kiſſing of the book no more than as a mere inſg- 
214hcant ceremony. 

For proving the frequency of the ſhocking crime of perjury, 
there needs no curious inquiry, nor Cirty raking into dark 
ſcenes of corruption, Whoever knows any thing of elections, 
and cuſtom-houſe practices, knows that there it walks in open 
day-light; that a great many-thouſand electors muſt be perju- 
red at every election, of which the many ſtrict laws again 
bribery ſhew the ſenſe of. the legiſlature itſelf; that cuſtom- 
houſe vaths are become a ſtanding term of ridicule ; and that 
the oaths taken upon entering on moſt places and offices, are 
taken without ſo much as being intended to be kept, many af 
them being fo ſtrict as to render it almoſt impracticable to keep 


them, 


Good 
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Good God! what a ſcene of perjury is here! And how great 
muſt be the mercy of the inſulted Being who ſuffers ſuch a 
wicked people to live upon his earth, without commanding 
her to open her mouth and ſwallow us up | 

If there is not a more daring crime committed among men 
than calling the» God of truth to witneſs a falſhood; if no 
crime ever was more frequent in any nation than perjury is in 
England at this day; and if the above-mentioned oaths, to 
which all this perjury is owing, are of no manner of advan- 
age for preventing bribery, infidelity in offices, or frauds to 
the prejudice of the revenue; if all theſe things are ſo, and if 
it be not yet time to conſider of a ſpeedy redreſs of this grie- 
nance, I know not when it will. 

If there were any love of religion or piety left among us, it 
would appear from the fulneſs of the places of public worſhip, 
ind from our conſtant keeping up among us the practice of 
worſhipping God in private families. But we ſhew by our 
indifference to every thing that has the leaſt reliſh of religion 
n it, that we have forgot the God that made us. Indeed we 
ae now grown fo very polite, that we are above aſking a bleſ- 
lng of him who only can beſtow it upon the common com- 
forts of life, or thanking him whoſe creatures we have been 
conſuming, for his bounty in feeding and ſupporting us. 

Should I pretend to give a view of the wickedneſs of the 
theatre, I ſhould not know where to begin, or to what length 
the ſubject would carry me. For whether I inſiſted on the 
wdneſs or impiety of moſt of the plays themſelves, on the 
nfamous characters of the actors and actreſſes, on the ſcanda- 
bus farces they commonly tag the gravelt plays with, or above 
ul, on the inhumanly impudent dances and ſongs with which 
bey lard them between the acts; I ſay, which ſoever of theſe 
particulars I inſiſted on, each of them would furniſh matter for 
* great many pages; and much more, if I ſhould enter upon a 
ul view of them all, Indeed the theatre is at preſent on ſuch 
ilooting in England, that it is impoſſible to enter it, and not 

come 
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come out the worſe for having been in it; for now.-a- days 4 
good play is no other than a trap to draw in the modeſt and 
innocent to a love of theatrical entertainments: and the ming; 
of the ſpectators are not the ſafer from being polluted and de. 
bauched, tho? the play itſelf be in the main decent and modeſt; 
ſince the ingenious contrivance of the managers entirely pre. 
vents the good effect of any worthy ſentiment expreſſed in the 
play, by introducing a painted ſtrumpet at the end of every act, 

to cut capers on the ſtage in ſuch an impudent and unwoman. 
ly manner, as muſt make the moſt ſhocking impreſſions on e. 

very mind; and, leſt the audience ſhould chance, in ſpite of 
all this, to carry away ſomewhat that might make their hearts 
the better, a ludicrous and ſhameleſs farce concludes the whole, 
and with one ſtroke eraſes all the little traces of virtuous ſen. 
timents that were formed by the play itſelf. 

+ I only beg leave to aſk you, my dear countrymen, for what 
purpoſe you ſupport a ſacred order of men, to teach you the 
pure and holy laws of the Chriſtian religion, and at the ſame 
time encourage by your countenance and your riches a ſet of 
the very dregs of human nature, who make it their buſineſs to 
debauch your minds by their lewd compoſitions and wanton 
geſticulations, to fill them with impure and vile ideas, and to 
diſappoint the moſt diligent endeavours of a Chriſtian miniſtry? 
Surely it can never be conſiſtent with common ſenſe to ſupport 
in the ſame country one order of men for the propagation 0! 
virtue and religion, and another for the deſtruction of them; 
to maintain one ſet of people for promoting a reformation ©: 
of manners, and another for promoting an univerſal corrupll «, 
tion. 

It is the ſaying of a great man of the laſt age, That up «, 
ſome accounts it were better that wicked men would fairly if 
nounce Chriſtianity than continue to profeſs it, and at the lam 
time diſgrace it by their ſcandalous lives. And indeed it cov 
be no ſuch matter of grief to good men to ſee a nation of 5 


barians over-run with vice and debauchery, as to ſee this dig 
| dom 
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dom, once illuſtrious for its purity in doctrine and practice, 
celebrated for its martyrs, and which pretends to be the grand 
bulwark of the proteſtant religion; to ſee this kingdom, I ſay, 
thus ſunk to a pitch of wickedneſs and lewdneſs in its public 
entertainments, which at 4:hens, where they worſhipped the 
unknown God, would have thrown the celebrated diverſions of 
the ſtage into utter diſgrace, _ 

And are theſc the favgdrite pleaſures that ſo wholly engroſs 
and bewitch a Chriſtian nition, that we cannot live without 
them, even while an enemy is laying waſte our country, and 
expected every hour at our very gates ? For my part, I cannot 
ſay Iam ſure, whether, if it had been our miſerable fate to 
have had our metropolis burnt to the ground, and the inhabi- 
tants put to the ſword by the rebeis, they would not have found 
us upon their arrival engaged in hearing muſic, and ſeeing 
plays ; and whether numbers had not been ſent by them di- 


rectly from the play-houſe into another world *. 
+ Oo And 


That I may not appear ſingular in my ſentiments upon theatrical en- 
tertanments, I will add the judgments of a few (out of innumerable that 
might be inſerted) of the wiſeſt men of ancient and modern times, which 
vill ſtrengthen what I have ſaid. 

We are told by Plutarch, that the great and wiſe legiſlator So/on, © upon 
ſeeing ſome of Tebis pieces acted, ſtruck his ſtaff againſt the ground, to 
*ſhew his diſlike 3 as apprehending, that theſe idle ſtories, from theatrical 
* repretentations, would ſoon become matters of importance, and have too 
great a ſhare in life.“ | 
The author of the dialogue on the orators makes this juſt remark on the 
character of the Roman people ; „There are certain vices peculiar to this 
"Olty, [Rome] which ſeem almoſt conceived with them in their mothers 
* wombs ; ſuch as the taſte of theatcical ſhews, gladiators and horſe-races. 
* Are not theſe almoſt the only ſubjects of converſation among the young 
* people, and indeed in all companies ? Is it probable that a mind intent 
upon, and in a manner beſieged by theſe trifling amuſements, ſhould be 
very capable of applying to ſerious ſtudies ?* Rollin's ancient hiſtory, vo- 
une II. page 251. 

1 * Of what advantage (ſays Plutarch) have tragedies been to Athens ? 
| We find that the prudence of Themiſtccles incloſed the city with ſtrong 
walls; that the fortitude of Mziltiades preſerved its liberties; and that the 
conduct of Cimon gained it the empire of all Greece. If the poetry of 
2 lad, Sophocles or Euripides, have obtained equal advantages for the 
of Athens, by delivering it from impending calamities; I conſent 
lat dramatic pieces be ranked wich trophies of victory, the poetic ſcenes 
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And now, my dear countrymen, what remains, or what more 
is in the power of any private perſon, than, after having thus 
laid before you a brief view of the national guilt that has 
brought the late troubles into our land, to conclude this little 
tract, by earneſtly calling upon each particular rank in the na. 

tion to exert themſelves in their public and private ſtations for 
bringing about that general reformation which is neceſſary for 
averting a final and extirpating judgment. 

I only 


with the ficlds of battle, and the compoſitions of the poets with the cn. 
« ploits of the general.” He concludes, that it was the greateſt imprudence 
for the Athenians to prefer pleaſure to duty, the paſſion for the theatre to 
the love of their country, trivial repreſentations to the application to public 
buſineſs, and to conſume in uſeleſs expence and tragic entertainments the 
funds intended for the ſupport of fleets and armies. According;y king Phi 
lip of Macedon, inſtructed by the Greeks themſelves, knew to take the op- 
portunity of their eſſeminacy, and to wreathe a yoke round the necks of all 
Greece and A. See Juſtin, book VII. chap. 6. 

The wiſdom of the Roman legiſlature, foreſeeing the fatal eſſects of thes 
tric entertainments upon the genius of the people, ordamed by a ſtanding 
law, that no theatre ſhould laſt above one month, vis. during the time of 
the public ſhews, tho' creed at ever ſo great an expence; ſo that even that 
of M. Scaurus, which muſt have coſt above a million of our money, under- 
went the ſame fate. Pompey however had power enough to break thro 
this wiſe regulation, and was the firſt that ever erected a perpetual theatre, 
with ſeats, which had never before been permitted, left the people ſhould 
have deſired to indulge themſclves too much in thoſe diverſions. It is very 
well known that from this period the Roman virtue declined apace, and 
never recovered itſelf. 

Hear what the great biſhop Burnet (than whom no man better knew lu. 
man nature) ſays of the ſtage. 

The ſlage is the great corrupter of the town, and the bad people of the 
„ town have been the chief corrupters of the ſtage, who run molt ater 
* thoſe plays that moſt defile the ſtage. The poets pretend their dehg 
« is to diſcourage vice; but they really do recommend it in the moſt d. 
« fectual manner. It is a ſhame for our nation and religion to ſee the ſpe 
„ fo reformed in France, and fo polluted ſtill in England. Till another 
« ſoene appears, certainly our plays are the greateſt debauchers of the na 
cc tions.” Concluſion of Burnet's hiftory. ; 

L ſhall add to biſhop Burnct's, the thoughts of one of the kindeſt, mon 
judicious and beft men that this world ever produced, who never ſaid a Hd 
thing but when the good of mankind required it, I mean Archbiſhop Ti 
lotſon, who in his diſcourſe againſt corrupt communication, ſpeaking 01 


6 lewdnels they teach vice, and are apt to infect the minds o 
& poſe them to lewd and diſſulute practices.“ 
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I only beg leave firſt to recount ſome remarkable deliver. 
ances this kingdom has had from the immediate hand of God ; 


done, if there were no other engagement upon you. 


the life of queen Eliſabeth, of immortal memory, from almoſt 
innumerable plots of the Papiſts againſt her life, (which were 
in effect the preſervation of this nation from Popery and fla- 
nly Wh very) fince the year 1588, a period of little more than one 
hundred and fifty years, it is eaſy to ſhew that this nation has 
„enn ten or twelve different times in imminent danger of the 
e to total deſtruction of its liberties civil and religious, and as often 
* been delivered by immediate and indiſputable interpoſitions of 
Eu. dnne Providence. 
{al In the year 1588, king Philip of Spain ſent againſt us a fleet 
of ſuch force, that he did not ſcruple impiouſly to call it, The 
— mincible Armada ; nor indeed had the world till that time e- 
ny er ſeen ſuch a powerful naval armament. The ſeas were o- 
nder- WW erfpread with their ſails, and the ocean groaned with their 
— weight. Scarce had they diſplayed their pride to the inviting 
ould les, when He who holds the winds in his treaſures, let them 
esc upon the face of the great deep. He commanded them 
lift up the ſtormy waves of the ſea. They mounted up to 


be heavens, they went down to the deeps; their fouls melted 


W hu- 


of the Within them becauſe of their trouble: the Almighty triumph- 
att 2 . . 

Fa s « over them gloriouſly: their fleets and their warriors he caſt 

a sche ſea; they ſunk to the bottom as a ſtone. His right- 

E Rage . - . . : 

oe became glorious in power; his right-hand daſhed in pieces 

he na | enemy, | 

| mol The pious queen who then ſwayed the Eugliſb ſceptre, ſcru- 
* Jed not to aſcribe the glory of this victory to the immediate 

OP 4” . - 0 , 

ing Werpolition of Heaven, ordering a medal to be firuck with 
a "os inſcription, „He blew with his wind, and they were ſcat- 

mm , 

to i! fred wm 

and fe- 0 8 2 In 
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to ſhew you what you owe him on the ſcore of mere gratitude 


To take no notice of the many wonderful preſervations of 


292 +> ene ) 


In the year 1596 another attempt was made by the ſame 
power to make a deſcent upon England with a very formida. 
ble naval armament. * But a violent ſtorm ariſing in the midi 
« of the voyage, ſeveral of the ſhips were loſt, and the reſt ſo 
« diſperſed, that the fleet was rendered unſerviceable for this 
60 year, Thus Elaaletb had the pleaſure of hearing that it was 
ce diſabled from hurting her, before ſhe knew of its ſailing *,” 
The winds in their courſes fought for England. He that is 
mighty hath done glorious things for us: he hath ſcattered the 
proud in the imagination of their hearts; he hath taken our 
enemies in the very ſnare themſelves had laid for us. 

In the year 2605, when that infernal power who has long 
been drunk with the blood of ſaints and martyrs, found her 
curſed machivations againſt us diſappointed ever thirſting, e- 
ver inſatiable of Proteſtant blood, ſhe reſolved to ſirike a ſtroke 
which might at once cut off the hopes of all who oppoſed her 
intereit in this land, by hurrying our king, and ſome hundreds 
of the principal men and chief rulers of the nation, out of the 


world, by one exploſion of a mine of gun-powder +. Deeply 


was the plot laid, and dark and ſecret was the helliſh contri- 
vance: but that eye from which the darkneſs hides no more 
than the light, befre which hell is naked and deſtruction un. 
covered, ſaw all their horrid combinations, confounded their 
devices, 2nd brought tliem in ruin and vengeance upon their 
own heads 1. \ 

From the year 1685 to 1683 we ſaw our royal ſeat filled by 
3 Popiſh priace 5 and his court, aud many principal places o 


power 


* The words of Rapin, vol. II. p. 146. 
T Thence called the LUN-PO\, ler plot be, 28 4 Popiſh ſcheme {or blown 
up the yurliaiuc Vt-nO0ucs 

1 It * was diſcovered * the 14 arge cf tter to a particular noble. 
man, whom they were willing u 3 the veneral deſtruction : © 10 
« (ſays Rapin) God abhorring 10 dete at e a nuts inſpired one of them 
« with a deſire to ſave 777!liam Lord eig, &. By a letter ſent 
tim the whole was found out and defeated. vun, vol. II. p. 170 


King Jams II. 
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power 2nd truſt by perſons devoted to the ſame intereſt. We 
law the laws of England, the barriers of our freedom, broken; 
a ſtanding army eſtablithed to force a devilith religion and an 
arbitrary government down our throats; our church put un- 
der the inſpection of Popiſh biſhops, and her true Proteſtant 
fathers and overſeers diſcarded and impriſoned “; we ſaw a 
bloody inquiſition ſetting up in our country, tho' under a ſof- 
ter name +, and begun to feel the iron teeth of that mercileſs 
religion 3. 

Theſe were ſcenes of gloomineſs and darkneſs: theſe were 
days of horror and deſpair. How didſt thou then, fair liberty, 
and thou, ſtar-crown'd religion g, lift your ſtreaming eyes to 
heaven; and how didſt thou, O my country, faint with thy 
deadly wounds, how didſt thou lie, all pale aud ghaſtly, wal- 
lowing in thy blood ! Come, glorious deliverer, come, immor- 
tal William : for thee is reſerved the honour of ſaving a miſe- 
table nation from ſpiritual and temporal ſlavery. He came, he 
ſaw, he delivered. The inconſtant winds ſeemed proud to 
ſerre him, and the ſwelling floods ſmoothed their rage to waft 
him over. They varied and calmed in the minute when he 
needed them, and his fleet was carried proſperouſly thro? the 
ſeas, while that of the enemy was ſhut up in port. The winds 
breathed a gentle and favourable gale, till his fleet was ſecured, 
and then broke in a violent ſtorm upon that which came a- 
gainſt him, They were {ſcattered and forced into ports, and 
their hopes and the fears of the Proteſtants at the ſame time 
extinguiſhed ||, 

In the your 1690, when in the bloody field of Boyne our he- 


TOIC 


Seven biſhops put in the tower for preſenting a petition to the king i in fa- 
your of religion and liberty. 
+ Comr- ñon for eccleſiaſtical affairs. 


| Several hundreds arbitrai ily executed by judge Jer and general 
Kirk. 


Rev. xii. 1. 
| See biſhop Burnet's account, who was himſelf in the fleet. Burnet's hiſt. 
vol. I. p. 787. 
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at all apprehenſions for ſome time: but they again reſolved 
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roic deliverer * was bravely ſhewing his love of this country, 
and his contempt of death in its moſt dreadful form ; while 
thouſands fell at his right hand and his left, the ſure meſſen- 
ger of death + paſſed fo near him as to violate his ſacred per. 
ſon, but at the ſame time paſſed guiltleſs of his important life, 
A ſure proof that the eye of Providence watched over him, 
and that the hand of God was around him to ward off e. 
very fatal blow, For had he fallen at that critical time, the 
glorious labours of thoſe worthy patriots and of that excellent 
prince who wrought our deliverance, had been Joſt ; the hopes 
of the Proteſtants daſhed; the revolution again unhinged, and 
Popery again let looſe upon us. x 

In the year 1692 a formidable armament was brought to the 
oppoſite coaſt t, and embarked to invade us, when we were 
in no condition to reſiſt it 7. The fleet was even got into our 
ſeas before ours was ready to receive them: but its courſe was 
ſoon ſtopped, and that for ſome time, by winds contrary to 
them, but ſo favourable to us, that our whole force was brought 
together before they could advance. Upon this followed the 
moſt glorious naval victory England ever gained, with the de- 
ſtruction of the beſt part of the enemy's fleet, on their coaſt, 
and in their very ſight. In this whole affair there was ſuch 
a conjunction of extraordinary interpoſitions of Providence, 
that he who had the greateſt ſhare in the action [| thought it 
no diminution of his honour to reckon up a whole train of 
them, and to acknowledge that the ſucceſs of that happy day 
was owing to the immediate hand of Ged. 

This fatal defeat of our enemies ſcemed ſufficient to free us 


In 


* King Wham. 


+ A cannon ball, which grazed his ſhoulder. Burnet's hiſt. vol. II. 


p · 50. 
Cherbourgh and La Hogue. 
If the winds had favoured the French, they themſelves would have 
& brought us the firſt news of their deſign.“ The words of biſhep 


Burret, in his hiſtory, vol. II. p. 93. 
| Admiral RG. 
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iti the year 1696 to make another attempt, and that upon a 
ſurer footing, with the additional improvement of an aſſaſſina- 
tion“ to make way for it. This black contrivance, worthy on- 
ly of France or Rome, was diſcovered but two days before it 
was to have been executed by ſome who were pracliſed on to 
engage them in it. And as the deſign was thus diſappointed 
at home; ſo by a kind providence our fleet, which was deſigu- 
ed to be ſent to a very great diſtance, was kept in our ports by 
croſs winds, contrary to what is ordinary at that ſeaſon of the 
year. And then the ſame perſon who formerly had the com- 
mand, when the ſame enemy was defeated, took it upon him 
again, and went with our fleet toward their coaſt, till they 
{aw the deſign impracticable, and diſperſed themſelves +. 
Another remarkable criſis was in the year 1714 f. It is ve- 
ry well known to numbers now alive, that the reſtleſs and in- 
defatigable enemies of the Proteſtant religion, and our preſent 
happy eſtabliſhment, had, for a conſiderable time been under- 
mining them, and ſecretly working their ruin; that their 
ſchemes were in the above-mentioned year in great forward- 
nels; too many well-wiſhers to that intereſt from which we 


have every thing to fear, having wormed themſelves into the 


court of queen Ann, and into places of great power and influ. 
ence; that ſeveral violent ſteps were actually taken, the ſure 
preſages of what we had to expect; that all things were going 
forward in the faireſt manner they could deſire for redu- 
cing us again under the power of the fame family we had 
been before obliged to exclude from the Hritiſß ſucceſſion, a ſa- 
mily educated in principles of cruelty and blood, and belides 


exaſperated by their late diſgrace. Heaven at this dangerous 
juncture 


Of King William. There was alſo a deſign on foot of the ſame fort 
i the year 1692 : but I paſs it over; the immediate interpoſition of Pro- 
"dence for defeating it being leſs clear, and more liable to be diſputed, 
an in the preſent caſe. See Burnct's hiſtory, vol. II. p. 95. And p. 148, 
another aſſaſſination- plot. 
FT Did. p. 164, Oc. 
+ See Rac's hiſtory of the rebellion, 
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juncture again look d down upon us. Death was ſent in the aff 


critical moment to cut ſhort the royal life, before the fata was 
ſchemes were ripe for bringing in a Popiſh pretender to fil the 
the throne *®. The conſequence of which remarkable prori. une 
dence was, that the affairs of Eugland immediately went into theit 


another channel. The ſchemes of the diſaffected party were gore 
unhinged, and the illuſtrious father of the auguſt prince who It 


now happily ſways the ſceptre over us came in time to prevent dowe 
them, and once more baffle their pretenſions; and this with. only 
out ſo much as a ſingle blow ſtruck, or one drop of blood (hed, nb 
to make way for his acceſſion. of the 
The famous year 1715 + is yet freſh in the memory of ma. many 
ny among us. We have not yet forgot how the inſulting e- to pee 
nemy plumed themſelves with as fanguine hopes of gaining wreck 
their point, as tho* they had never becu once diſappointed. many 
We have not forgot that they raiſed in our country an army of Wi de fle 
rebels, which almoſt ſhook” the pillars of the Briti/5 throne, 4 to 
It is alſo very well known, that they placed their chief depend. WM ber 
ance on that ambitious power t, which has all along been the wouble 
patron of their baffled cauſe: and what the conſequence mull ſering 
have been, if Providence had ſuffered France to land 2 power- « till ; 
ful body of forces to ſecond them, while the whole regular The 
force in the nation did not amount to ten thouſand men, is ve- fours, t 
ry obvious, But he, who at his pleaſure cuts ſhort the diſtant areſs, 
proſpects of ambitious men, who has in his hand the breath of than an 
the mightieſt monarchs, by one timely ſtroke put an end to “ ber 
the life of a king t who had been fox threeſcore years the nes, no 
plague and ſcourge of Are, reduced his kingdom to the pre- but that 
carious ſtate of a minority, and diſabled it from lending that 3 
aſliſtarce I *verar 
| ther a ge 
T 


The Jacobite party openly declared, that had the queen lived fix 
weeks longer, and things continued as they then were, their ſchemes hat 
bem ready for execution. . 


+ Ibid. * ON: hap 
"> . 
+ France. ve the fru; 


Leis XIV. of France. 
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jffiſtance to our enemies which they expected. The upſhot 
was, that an eaſy conqueſt gave them into our hands: a few 
the gorernment puniſhed ; but a much greater number their 


unequalled lenity ſpared ; which lenity they have requited by 


their late ungrateful and brutal attempt to overturn the very 
zorernment to which ſome of them owe their lives. 

It is alſo freſh in our memories, how the ſame implacable 
power, that has fo long been the fire-brand of Chriſtendom “, 
only in February 1743 got together againſt us an e 
conſiſting of ſixteen thouſand men, with arms for the friends 
of the Facobire intereſt in our own country, to the number of 


many thouſand ſtands beſides: that they were ſuſfered but juſt 


to peep out of their harbours, and were preſently by a ſtorm 
wrecked, ſunk, and- daſhed on the ſhore; that the bodies of 
many hundreds were taken up on the French coaſt, and that 
the fleet was totally diſabled from hurting us, before we ſet 
ſail to attack it f. As if that kind Providence, which fo ten- 
derly watches over us, had been unwilling to let us take the 
trouble of conquering our enemies, or run the hazard of ſuf- 
ering any loſs from them, and choſe rather to bid us “ ſtand 
« {till and ſee the ſalvation of God,” | 

The laſt remarkable interpoſition of Providence in our fa- 
yours, that T ſhall mention, is what has given birth to this ad- 
arels. An interpoſition neither leſs kind nor leſs conſpicuous 
than any of the above-mentioned, and which I hope neither 
ve nor our children ſhall ever ſuffer to flip out of dur memo- 
nes, nor its good effects on our lives and conduct to ceaſe ; 
but that the year 1745 ſhall be remembered, among the other 
memorable years, with due gratitude, to lateſt poſterity, for a 
&liverance from a dearth of corn and a bloody civil war, or ra- 
ther a general maſſacre, of cach of which we have been this 


+ 1 p year 

* We have reaſon to hope that this too juſtly merited cenſure will ceaſe, 

6 on. hap; WW truit of the late LNPpOrta "It IK voRitiun. National pre Judices 
e the fruit 01 ignorancc, and the lowrce ot nur. 1b xxricis incl. 


+ See the gazettes of Februiry aud March 1743. 
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this peculiar and conſtant care has been exerciſed over us, but 
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year within the diſtance of only one fort- night, or perhaps leſs, 


and from both which the hand of God alone hath ſaved us; 
unleſs any one will pretend, that the winds and rains of hea. 
ven are at ouP diſpoſal. 

Can we look back upon the hideous precipice we have ſo 
narrowly eſcaped, without hearts full of gratitude and ſtedfaſt 
reſolutions of future. obedience to 'our Almighty Deliverer? 
and are not theſe a ſet of deliverances which, for their uncom. 
mon nature and circumſtances, may be applied as arguments 
for a Providence ſufficient to ſilence Infidelity itſelf ? 

And now, what ſo reaſonable an account can be given why 


threat 


war, f 
J jud; 
the re 
for Ge 
de ſen 
we of 
preſen 
puilt, 


that Providence has thought fit to ſet this nation up as a fence 
againſt that worldly eccleſiaſtic power, whoſe buſineſs has ever 
been to ſubvert all true religion and moral virtue, and which 
has for theſe twelve hundred years been ſcattering deluſion, 
impiety, corruption, fire, ſword, and deſolation over the king 
doms of the earth, I know it is not in the eye of Heaven of 


ſuch conſequence, what particular ſect or ſubdiviſion of reli te wo 
gion a nation or perſon is of, where due reverence is had to Wi tons, 
thoſe laws he hath eſtabliſhed by his ſacred Meſſenger, who are 
came to be the light of the world. But the difference between ¶ ich ju 
the Popiſh and Proteſtant religions is the ſame that is between WWttirpat 
darkneſs and light; between incredible abſurdities and certain The 
truths; between diabolical cruelty and heavenly benevolence ; une th 
between Satan and Jeſus Chriſt. It is therefore no wonder, lons in 
tho' the Almighty has determined to prevent, by the molt ſin» WF gain 
gular interpoſitions, the general eſtabliſhment of this inferadl rich; 
religion; which would prove the general eſtabliſhment of i. N dc 
religion and vice, and the rooting out of Chriſtianity and mo- We pill; 
rality, And ſhall we, for the ſake of a little guilty pleaſure Is hono 
and fleeting amuſement, drop or give up this pure and Cublime BW 4 t 

de tor 


religion, which God himſelf has, by ſo many viſible interpole 
tions, taken care to preſerve among us? I mention gwing f 


the Proteſtant religion for pleaſure ; becauſe nothing in Fr 
wor 
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world fis ſo likely to open a door to Popery, as unbounded 
luxury and voluptuouſneſs; it being a religion calculated for 
the indulgence and gratification of the luſts and appetites of 
men. 

Let us not flatter ourſelves, that our work is over, now we 
hope'the late danger is over. It was ſent for a trial; and if it 
do not work its effect upon us, it will only make way for a 
more terrible judgment. We have been, as I ſaid before, 
threatned in this one year with a dearth of corn and a civil 
war, ſupported by an invaſion from abroad. The third nation- 
| judgment, when famine and the ſword prove ineffectual for 
the reformation of a people, is commonly the peſtilence: and 
for God's ſake let us think in time before that terrible ſcourge 
de ſent amongſt us, how we ſhall get free of it, as we hope we 
we of the others. National guilt can only be puniſhed in this 
preſent life, the puniſhments in the next being for perſonal 
puilt, We are not therefore to dream, that the Governor of 
the world will paſs from his uſual method of dealing with na- 
tons, out of any partiality for us. On the contrary, we may 
ure ourſelves he will not be always inſulted ; but will ſend 
lach judgments as ſhall produce either a reformation, or à final 
tirpation, 

The preſent juncture ſeems to be the criſis that is to deter- 
ane the fate of this once illuſtrious iſland, and you the per- 

ons in whoſe power it is, by your good or bad conduct, either 

o gain your country that favour and protection of Heaven, 

Fich alone can ſupport you 2gainſt all your enemies, or to 
mw down upon it that almighty vengeance, which can ſhake 
de pillars of the beſt eſtabliſhed empire in the world, and lay 
is honour and its pride in ruins. And for the ſake of all that 
dear to you, if you have any regard for your children, any 
Ive for your country, any reverence for your religion, or any 
Fatitude to your, Almighty Deliverer, let the time paſt be ſuf- 
dient to have loſt in indolence and pleaſure, and at laſt, be- 
Me it be too late, reſolve to conſider what is to be done for 


P p 2 ſaving 


an abuſe of ſuch a remarkable deliverance, We engaged in: 


our naval ſtrength was deſtroyed by the fire of the enemy in 
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ſaving a ſinking nation. It will be ungrateful, impious and 


brutiſh, to a degree I hope you are not capable of, to deſpiſe 
ſo many ſignal warnings, and to make no other uſe of your 
late remarkable deliverance, but to return with ſo much the 
more guſt to your follies, which have been a little, and but 
little, interrupted by your danger. 

There is the more neceſſity to guard you againſt the danger 
of giving yourſelves up to impious mirth and -wantonneſs up- 
on the return of your tranquility, becauſe it is ſo well known, 
what a flood of wickedneſs over-ran the nation after the reſto. 
ration of king Charles II. and the deliverance it brought from 
troubles of the ſame kind as we have lately been alarmed with 
Nor ought it to be forgotten, what a ſucceſhon of judgment; 
the divine Providence at that time brought upon this guilt 
land, to ſhew that Heaven was diſpleaſed with ſo monſtrous 


war with our next neighbours * and beſt allies, which proved 
as unſucceſsful as it was unjuſt. A very conſiderable part of 


our very ports f. A devouring peſtilence was let looſe among 
us, which heaped our ſtreets with dead $. A fearful conſis 
gration was ſuffered to overpower our capital, and to humble 
the proudeſt city upon earth to the duſt ||. And need I ther 
adviſe you to take care how you again provoke ſuch rat 
and draw down ſuch vengeance upon your heads? A peops 
may trifle with governors of their own ſetting up, and balls 
both their laws and the ſanctions annexed to them, which 
ſeems to be the Angliſb notion of liberty; but wo to that pes 
ple who preſume to trifle with the Almighty Governor of the 


world, 
Upo 


* The Dutch. 


+ The FEnglißß fleet burnt by the Dutch at Chatham. Sce Buruet's ud 
| vol. I. page 242. 
1 The plague in London, which cut off an hundred thouſand people, 4 * 
page 218. 
The fire of London. Ibid. page 229. 
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Upon you my lords and gentlemen, who hold the firſt ranks 
in the nation, whether ſharers in the legiſlative power, or'not; 
upon you it lies to begin the general reformation, by your ſu- 
perior example and influence, which, you know, cannot fail to 
lead the nation, Let but the quality and gentry enter into an 
aſſociation, to live moſtly in the country upon their eſtates, and 
within their incomes; to countenauce the public worſhip of 
God, and to ſupport a due decorum in their own families; and 
obſerve how long extravagance and impiety will continue in 
Britain. In whatever light this matter may appear to people 
of birth and quality, it is certain they are blameable, not only 
for their own perſonal faults, but alſo in a great meaſure, for 
thoſe of their inferiors, ſince their bad example leads a whole 
people aſtray. 1 

Of you, right reverend fathers of the church, it is expected, 
that you will neglect no means in your power for influencing 
the inferior clergy, who have the immediate charge of ſouls 
committed to them, to make conſcience of inſtructing their 
people in their duty, and of warning them againſt the danger 
of Popery, of which you know they have of late grown exceſ- 
lively negligent; and that you will uſe all proper means for 
coming at the true characters of the ſeveral clergy of your re- 
ſpective dioceſes; and ſhew particular marks of your favour to 
ſuch as live exemplary lives, and are diligent in the execution 
of their duty, and do your utmoſt to diſcountenance thoſe 
whoſe lives are not at leaſt ſober and decent, and who do not 
lhew that they have the ſpiritual advantage and reformation of 
the manners of their people at heart. 

I the more chearfully, and with the better hopes, addreſs 
you upon this occaſion, right reverend fathers, becauſe I have, 
with great ſatisfaction, ſeen ſome of you exert yourſelves glo- 
nouſly in the cauſe of religion and your country, ſince the be- 
zinning of the late troubles. I ſhould think no better oppor- 
tunity than the preſent could offer for your laying afide what- 
ever may have the lealt appearance of luxury or ſuperfluity in 

your 


302 B RITAIN “' 


your expence, and can any way be ſpared for charitable ufe,, 
I hope, I need not recommend to a body of Chriſtian prelates, 
the Chriſtian virtue of charity, from conſiderations taken from 
ſcripture: but I will appeal to yourſelves, whether, by a hun. 
dred pounds a year beſtowed in charities, you are not likely to 
gain more of the love and eſteem of mankind, than by a thou. 
fand laid out in the pomp and grandeur of life. I mention this, 
becauſe the uſual pretence for the biſhops keeping what they 
call a rank, and making a figure, is to give them weight and 
authority among the people ; which end, I am fure, would be 
much more effectually gained, by laying out all above the con- 
veniences of life in judicious and well choſen charities. Let 
me add, that this virtue is peculiarly graceful in your ſacred 
order, and that you may contribute as much this way to a- 
verting the vengeance of heaven from your country, as any 
way; according to the judgment of that honour of the Chri- 
tian prieſthood, archbiſhop Ti/lot/on, was himſelf a glorious pat- 
tern of this virtue. J have often thought (ſays he) that the 
« extraordinary charity of this nation—next to the infinite 
« mercy and goodneſs of Almighty God, has had a very parti- 
« cular influence upon our preſervation and deliverance from 
« thoſe terrible calamities that were juſt ready to ruſh in upon 
66 us.” | 

And upon you, reverend paſtors of the church, it is not to 
be expreſſed, how much depends with regard to the ſtate of 
virtue and religion in the nation. It is certain, no rank in it 
has more influence in forming the manners of the people, un- 
leſs perhaps the great may be excepted. And it is likewiſe 
certain, that no order of men in the nation has the morals of 
the people committed to their charge ſo immediately as you 
have. Of your hands therefore, if our deſtruction be decreed, 
you may expect a great part of the blood of your expiring 
country will be required *. 


If there is any foundation for hoping that the divine Provi- 
- dence 


* Sec Eg#h. iii. 20. 
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dence will not give us up to our enemies, nor extirpate us by 
an immediate judgment from his own hand, it is, that, as I 
ſaid before, we are the only feeble bulwark of the Proteſtant 
religion; and it is to be hoped, it is not the ſcheme of Provi- 
dence, that the Proteſtant religion be ſuffered wholly to fink. 
But, if by our vicious lives we diſgrace our religion, or if by 
our mad purſuit of pleaſure we drop all ſenſe of religion, or if 
through the careleſsneſs of our watchmen we degenerate into 
Popery, why ſhould we hope the Proteſtant religion will ſtand 
as a fence betwixt us and the vengeance of Heaven? 

Nor is leſs to be expected of you at this important juncture, 
night worſhipful gentlemen of the magiſtracy in town and 
country, in whoſe hands the executive power is lodged. It 
lies wholly in your breaſts, whether that body of laws which re- 
gards the morals of the people, ſhall be a terror and reſtraint upon 
evil-doers, or a gigantic but harmleſs bug-bear. It has long 
been the complaint of the moſt judicious, that no country is 
better furniſhed with laws, and yet no country is more lawleſs 
than England, It is in your power, gentlemen, to wipe off 
this reproach whenever you pleaſe ; for the public buſineſs 
may always be done, where magiſtrates know how to command, 
and will ſee themſelves obeyed. a 

It is wholly in the power of your numerous and wealthy 
body, worthy citizens of London, to regulate the conduct of all 
the trading part of the nation, If you will ſet before them a 
pattern of induſtry, ſobriety, and œconomp, you will ſee how 
powerful your example is, and how cloſely it is copied by the 
other trading cities in the kingdom, You have lately made a 
glorious ſtand for the ſupport of public credit : why ſhould 
you not make as noble a one for the ſupport of public virtue ? 
You have unanimouſly entered into aſſociations for the de- 
tence of your lives, and your liberties, civil and religious, a- 
gainſt a Popiſh pretender and his adherents : why ſhould you 
not enter into aſſociations for the reſtoration of the frugal, the 
aduſtrious, the virtuous and religious manners of your fathers, 


againſt 
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poſterity, after you are gone to receive the reward of your pi- 


are come to years are too ſtubborn to be bettered by any kind 
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againſt a flood of Deiſm, of French foppery, and of bewitching 


pleaſure, which over-runs the land? t 
O London, London, how haſt thou degenerated ! Where are (0 
now thoſe happy days, when thy greatneſs and ſuperiority to a 
the other cities of Eng/and, conſiſted more in thy ſuperior yir- "g 
tue and piety, than in thy enormous wealth, trade, and mag. * 
niſicence. Thou art the chief of the cities of the earth; thy w1 
merchants are princes; thy commerce 1s extended from ſea to * 
ſea, and from the rifing to the ſetting of the ſun, Thy riches ple 
have exalted thee to heaven; beware leſt thy pride humble rel 
thee to the duſt. For, when thy ſins have once brought upon ſolu 
thee the hour of thy deſtruction, it will not be in the power of * 
thy riches, thy commerce, or thy mighty fleets, to protect i 
thee; much leſs will the infamous tools and panders to thy * 


luxury and pleaſure ſerve to come between thee and the ven. | 
geance which hangs over thee. uh 
It is in your power, learned gentlemen, to whom the in- e 
ſtruction of youth is committed, by infuſing into their minds a mn 
ſet of rational principles of religion, to do a great deal towards * 
providing a riſing generation to ſerve God, to ſupport the UM : 
cauſe of virtue, and to hand down the Proteſtant religion to * þ 
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ous labours. And I doubt, whether any thing could give this 
country more reaſonable hopes of the protection of Heaven, 
than the proſpe& of a ſucceeding generation likely to walk in 
the ways of virtue and religion, for the ſake of whoſe piety 
(though only ſeen in futurity) God might think fit to ſpare the 
nation, | 

You, gentlemen, have the opportunity of forming the mind, 
at almoſt the only time when it is capable of being imprelled; 1 
1 mean, in youth: for it is to be lamented that in this age of en bs 
wealth, proſperity, and luxury, the minds of many people who bible ob} 
ned in 
Ten, or 
wr Savic 
f 


of advice, whether given from the pulpit, the preſs, or in pri- 


vate. I know it is ſaid on this ſubject, tho' unreaſonably, that 
thoſe 
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thoſe who have had the moſt pious educations are often ſeen 
to go ſhamefully aſtray from the good ways they have been 


brought up in; and on that account it is pretended, that a re- 


ligious education is of the leſs conſequence. The aſſertion is 
true, and a melancholy truth it is. But the reaſoning upon it 
is falſe. For it is not to be conceived, that a perſon who has 
not had his mind tinctured in his youth with religious princi- 
ples, ſhould in any future part of his life give himſelf up to 2 
religious practice. And therefore a religious education is ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary, if we would give our youth any chance of 
erer becoming pious or virtuous men, Further, the advantags 
of a religious education, upon a rational foundation, appears 
eren in the courſe which men of looſe lives take. Of which 
thoſe who have not had that advantage, when they once get 
into the ways of open vice and impiety, having no principle 
vittin them to ſtop them in their career, are ever ſeen to ram- 
ble from one folly to another, till Providence puts an end to 
the courſe of their lives and impieties at once. But thoſe who 


have had their minds tinctured with principles of virtue and 


religion, tho' they ſometimes miſerably wander from the peace- 
ul ways of ſobriety, overpowered by heat of youth and ſtrong 
temptation z whenever that youthful heat abates, and the temp- 
ation loſes its force, or ſome ſevere affliction, the reſult of 
hee follies, interveens, ate often found to return to the tem- 
per of mind their education gave them, and tread thoſe paths 
gan which they were formerly accuſtomed to. 

lf therefore you will make a conſcience of giving the youth 
atruſted to your care a rational view of the Chriltian religion, 
#1tis in the New Teſtament, and of that admirable ſyſtem 
if morality communicated to mankind by it; eſpecially, if you 

"il inculcate upon their minds the beauties and the indiſpen- 
lable obligation of thoſe ſublime and heavenly precepts con- 
aned in that beſt diſcourſe that ever was made to the ſons of 
nen, or ever will, till he who made it appears again, I mean 
ir dariour's diſcourſe on the mount, Matth. v. vi. vii. the law 
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by which we all are to be judged at the laſt day; if you wil 
do theſe things carefully and conſcientiouſly, regarding them 
as the moſt important parts of your duty to the youth whoſe 
education is intruſted to you, you will then contribute your. 
proper part toward bringing about the national reformation { 
much wanted at this day. 

Nor ought I to let flip this opportunity of addreſſing myſelf 
to you, my fair countrywomen, nor of laying before you a view 
of your proper duty, and the part you ought to act on this oc. 
caſion. The beauties and graces of your perſons and your 
minds make you the proper objects of the moſt tender love 
and affection of our ſex ; and the ordination of Heaven itſelf 
has put you under our immediate protection. Your charac 
ters as to virtue and vice greatly depend on your fathers and 
huſbands; your tender minds being naturally ſo pliant, 28 to the 
be ſuſceptible of whatever impreſſions are made on them by WW / 

our ſex, It is therefore the more melancholy a conſideration, lagh 

that by our neglect of you, from too much falſe indulgence bom 

and fondneſs, your minds have been ſuffered to grow wild, and prud 

your paſſions and deſires to ſhoot out into ſuch extravagancies 

as are altogether unſuitable and ungraceful in the female ch 
racter. 


It is with reluctance and grief I accuſe you, and the mot 7% » 
becauſe my accuſation is but too juſt: for it is certain, that wult 
no ſmall part of the national guilt is to be charged to your . Werl 
count. It is by no means to be denied, that in this gay and conver 
voluptuous age, many of you have given yourſelves up a gre band o 
deal too much to the heightened pleaſures of theatrical a be, 
muſical entertainments, to the neglect not only of all that Pinels 
ſpiritual and ſacred, but alſo of thoſe domeſtic cares which 2408 n ex 


tumult 
time, 

ferment 
a life 0 
Mirred ; 


your proper province. The unavoidable effect of a conlta 
purſuit of the moſt innocent of theſe public diverſions muß 
be, entirely to pervert your minds from what is the only 0 
tural ſphere of womankind, and what you were originally in 
tended for by the ordination of Heaven; for I will not * 
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tell the proudeſt beauty that ſhines in the front · box, or in Ra- 


nelagh's gay alcove, bedecked in all the gaudy plumage that 


female vanity can contrive to put together, that ſhe was ori- 
ginally formed for the plain and homely, but neceſſary and en- 
dearing characters of a wife and a mother; and that all the 
various ornaments of pride which fill her fantaſtic brain, and 
disfigure the native beauties of her perſon, and all the giddy 
hours ſhe paſſes in a round of guilty follies, falſely called plea- 
ſures and diverſions, tend only to make her more and. more 
unfit for what nature deſigned her for. Believe me, my dear 
countrywomen, whenever you aim at any thing; elſe than to 


be dutiful daughters, loving wives, tender mothers, prudent 


miſtreſſes of families, faithful friends, and pious -Chriſtians, 
you aim at ſomewhat that is quite out of nature, and beſide 
the intention of Heaven in making you rational creatures. Will 
Vauxhall improve you in economy and frugality ? or Rane- 
logh in the domeſtic arts that make families happy? will the 
bombaſtic rant of the play-houſe furniſh you with maxims of 
prudence; or its obſcene ribaldry ſtore your minds with the 
graces of modeſty and virtue ? how long mult you die away 
to ſoft ſtrains of muſic, or ſtudy to enter deeply into the vari- 
ous theatric excellencies of ſtage-heroes and heroins, before 
you will be the fitter companions for men of ſenſe ? how long 
mult you practiſe curling your hair, fluttering your fans, and 
overloading your perſons with falſe ornaments, before your 
converſation will be ever new and ever entertaining to a huſ- 
band of knowledge and worth ? 

beg leave only to aſk you, Whether there is more of hap- 
pineſs or uneaſineſs in the life you generally live, even in your 
own experience? can you ſay you ever come away from the 
tumultuous ſcenes of pleaſure, which ingroſs the bulk of your 
time, without having your minds diſturbed and thrown into a 
ferment of irregular and exorbitant deſires, which, if you lived 
L life of ſobriety, peace, and retirement, would never have 
'irred in your breaſts? can you pretend that the ſight of gor- 
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geous dreſſes, of gaudy paintings, and all the various magn;. 


ficence which exquiſite art, ſupported by unbounded exttara. 
gance, can put together; that the hearing of the mot melting 
ſtrains of muſic, and of the molt rapturous and paſſionate 
flights of poetry; can you pretend, I ſay, that theſe have any 
other effect upon you than to fill your fancies with a thouſand 
romantic wiſhes and deſires, altogether inconſiſtent with your 


' ſtation; and above your rank in life, and to make your own 


homes dull and tireſome to you? is the pleaſure of being boy. 
ed to by a brainleſs fope in a fide-box, equal to the ſatisſaclion 
of mind which ariſes from the judicious regard of a tender 
parent or a loving huſband ? what is the happineſs of being 
rumpled in a crowd, compared to that of the peaceful enjoy- 
ment of the ſociety of affectionate relations and friends, and 
the endearments of a race of promiſing children? | 

If it be certain, that your fortune chiefly depends upon your 
being well ſettled in marriage; if it be certain that a lady's ha 
ving a fine taſte in pleaſures, and delighting to paſs her life in 
the molt expenſive diverſions, ſerves rather (according to the 
judgment of the male ſex) to qualify her for a miſtreſs than 
wife; and if it be likewiſe certain, that at this very time what 
chiefly deters the youth from entering into the marriage-ſtate, 
is the exceſſive love of idleneſs, dreſs, and public diverſions 
they obſerve in the ladies, to which very few incomes are e. 
qual; if theſe things be certain and indiſputable, methinks 
your intereſt alone, and the deſire of being agreeable to the 0- 
ther ſex, if there were no other motive, ought to inſiuence 
you greatly, and put you upon correcting your conduct. It 
ſure you, however our ſex may flatter you in your preſent tall 
for pleaſure, there are few of them ſuch fools as not to know, 
that a fine lady, who delights in gadding abroad in purſuit d 
pleaſure, and when ſhe ſtays at home ip having her houle 
crowded with idle viſitors, and who is too polite to lend a hand 
to promote her huſband's buſineſs, or to mind her own domet- 


de cares, is not in the leaſt fit for being i a wife, but, inſeas 
a! 
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of being a help mee for a man, is rather like to be a clog or 
incumbrance upon his affairs. 

But, tho' I have fail, that the unavoidable effect of your 
haunting the luxurious enertainments of plays and muſic-gar- 
dens, is, to pervert your teſte, and to turn the bent of your 
inclinations aſide from your proper ſphere; I have not yet 
mentioned by far the mot fatal effect of a life ſpent in this 
manner. I appeal to the common ſenſe of mankind, whether 
it is conceivable, that a lady can frequent the luſcious theatre, 
be a witneſs of all the ſcenes of impurity, and give ear to all 
the ſhameleſs lewdneſs of that haunt of vice and obſcenity, 
without having her mind debauched and polluted, which is 
the ſureſt prelude to the debauching of her perſon. Nor in- 
deed would I adviſe any friend of mine, to make his addreſſes 
to one of theſe gay ladies, who ſpend much of their time at 
plays, as I ſhould not think his honour the ſafer for being in 
the power of a woman who had drawn her principles of mo- 
deſty and virtue from Drury-Laxe or Covent-Garden. But to 
add no more on this head; a word being enough to the 
wiſe, | p 

From what I have ſaid of the faults of your conduct, my 
dear countrywomen, you may plainly ſee what is in your power 
to do toward the general reformation I have been recommend. 
ing ſo earneſtly, to wit, to correct thoſe faults. It is in your 
power to lighten your country of all that part of the national 
guilt, which your bad conduct has brought upon it. It is e- 
ven in your power to do a great deal toward reforming 
the other ſex. Virtue, according to the well known ſaying of 
the poet, is doubly amiable in a beautiful perſon, and you can 
hardly fail of gaining her ſome votaries among your lovers and 
huſbands, Upon the whole, if you will reſolve to retrench 
your extravagancies, to employ your time at home in the works 
of domeſtic ceconomy, charity, virtue, and picty, and in filling 
up the place you hold with regard to your friends, your rela- 
tions, and your God; you will contribute what is properly in 

| your 
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your power toward the reformation, and conſequently the (a. 
ving of your unhappy country“. | 

Laſtly, my dear countrymen, and ccuntrywomen in general, 
it is in the power of every one of you (from the higheſt to the 


: loweſt 


ff the above ſpirited remarks applied juſtly to the Britiſh ladies of fa- 
ſhion about 50 years ago, is there not reaſon to fear that they are ſtill too 
applicable to our faſhionable fernales, not merely in the higher walks of life, 
but even to many who poſſeſs ao claims to elevated birth, and ample for- 
tune? They have, not this to plead in excuſe for their expenſive levi- 
ties, and tho” they had, no rank or wealth could juſtify them ; for time and 
opportunities of doing and receiving good are talents now committed to our 
truſt, to occupy till our Lord come to call us to an account; when it will 

be found no daughter of Eve had a right to proſtitute theſe at pleaſure. 
What ſhall we then think of thoſe, who, not content with being conſtant ſpec- 
tators of the-exhibitions of the ſtage (what the author taxes above) become 
actreſſes themſelves at private theatres , as hath of late been the faſhion in 
| ſome 


+ We have been lately told that at a private Theatrical in a town in 
France, thirty-ſix perſons were killed on the ſpot; and fifty-ſeven had their 
limbs broken, or were otherwiſe dangerouſly wounded, while none eſcaped 
without ſome hurt ; all owing to the floor of the place where they were aſ- 
ſembled giving way of a ſudden. Did ſuch an accident happen in a place 
of public worſhip thouſands would exclaim againſt religious ſervices, and a- 
vail themſelves of it as a ſufficient reaſon for abſenting from church for 
years to come, if not for the remains of life. In the opinion of the moddiſh 
world, it is much more honourable to riſk health and life in the pur- 
ſuit of folly, than in the cultivation of piety and virtue; and of courſe much 
more frequent. 

Very lately * a gentleman was trampled to death at the Hay-market 
Theatre; beſides many that were bruiſed and otherwiſe hurt, by the vio- 
lent preſſure of the crowd, puſhing forward for admiſſion in ſuch numbers, 
that more than the one halt were obliged to return home! On the prevailing 
rage for theatrical amuſements, of which this is a ſpecimen, many remarks, 
were it proper here, might be eaſily made. I cannot however forbear ob- 
ſerving, that we never hear of ſuch crowding to the places of public wor- 
ſhip, where ſeats may be had on more eaſy terms, and with ſafer acceſs ; 
for theſe are in general, deſerted, at leaſt by the paragons of faſhion and 
modern politeneſs, Can thoſe, with the Royal Pſalmiſt, expect to dzwe!! in 
the: houſe of the Lord for ever, Pfal. xxiii. 6. who prefer the Synagogue of 
Satan to his Sanctuary, and the degrading indulgences of folly and vice to 
the rational and encbling exerciſes of religious worſhip ? 

With all due deference, I would beg leave to obſerve, that the more ſo- 
ber and pious part of the Community cannot help regretting that the poll. 
tical Heads of the nation, with all their offspring, ſhould countenance and 
recommend, by the ſanction of their preſence and example, an inſtitution 


which foſters diſſipation of manners, and furniſhes too many inlets and in- 
citements 
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loweſt rank in the naion) to do ſomewhat towards the gene- 
ral reformation; it is „ the power of every man, and every 
woman in England to rehrm one, to add one to the number 


of the truly virtuous and rvjgious, for the fake of whom in- 
cenſed 


ſome moddiſh circles? When at liberty nus to degrade themſelves, with 
the approbation, or for the amuſement of heir relatives and acquaintance, 
is it any way ſurpriſing they ſhould ſo fully enter into the ſpirit of their 
parts, as not only to aſſume the character, but ealize the plot! 

The many proſecutions for Crim. Can. of late, or ſeduction and adultery, 
while they diſcover the profigacy and debauched manners of the male ſex, 
not to mention their want of honour and conſcience+ afford but too melan- 
choly a proof of the want of modeſty and virtue in the faſhionable female 
character of the day. Being educated in falſe notion of real worth and 
excellence of character, both in their own and in the oth ſex ; unaided by 
good examples in early years; and having their minds vriated by the com - 
mon amuſements of polite life; but, above all, being deſteute of a proper 


ſenſe of religion aud the fear of God, in which, alas ! the mem ſet them an 


example, is it ſo ſtrange that their wives and daughters ſnoud prove an 
eaſy prey to every bold ſeducer who N tolerable addreſs, and ſets him- 
ſelf in earneſt to corrupt their hearts? As well may we attempt to rear and 
ſupport a fabric without a foundation, or ſet a ſhip to ſea without ballaſt as 
look for virtuous conduct without correſponding principles within, or amidſt 
2 conſtant round of temptations from without. 

How far the exhibitzons of the ſtage, the ſwarms of modern novels which 
daily iſſue from the preſs, and the faſhionable levities of the times contribute 
to ſuch ſhipwrecks of honour, virtue, and conjugal fidelity and happineſs, 
is not difficult to diſcern. Theſe preoccupy the mind, corrupt the imagin- 
ation, and pervert the judgment, whence the ſex are diſpoſed to liſten to the 
adulation of their charms, which emboldens their ſeducers ; and being once 

got 


citements to infidelity and vice in various forms. Surely the Chriſtian part 
of the nation, who are ſo in more than name, have reaſon to expect and 
claim a very different example; and while theſe ſchools of profaneneſs, and 
purlieus of vice exhibit the living monuments of their domeſtic trouble and 
diſgrace, (if any thing can be thought to diſgrace the great) does not every 
priuciple of honour and decorum demand ſuch a ſacrifice, putting Chriſtia- 
nity altogether out of the queſtion ? Shall we reſort to, and find pleaſure in 
the ſcenes which have contributed to the ſeduction, and infamy, and wall, 
perhaps, to the temporal and eternal ruin of our neareſt and moſt beloved 
relatives and connections ? 

Ah, the perverſion of ideas and the beſt of feelings, thro'the fatal influence 
of blind cuſtom, and the bewitching lure of falſe pleaſure ! Precious time, 
ſo ſpent, will one day or other fit a heavy burden on the conſcience ; for it 
is given, not for ſuch purpoſes, but to be occupied, as a talent entruſted to 
us, tor the honour os ſervice of our Lord, till he come to call us to an ac 
count, Thoſe only who ſo occupy it ſhall be able then to give in that 
account with joy and not with grief. May Heaven then pity the polite 
world, who worſe thay bury this talent in the earth 
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cenſed Omnipotence may be moved to ſafe 2 guilty nation; 
and lay the avenging thunder: bolt aſide 

If by what I have written I ſhall in any meaſure diſoblige or 
diſguſt, and by that means fail of ataining my deſign, it will 
give me infinite concern : for I aypeal to Him who knows the 
ſecrets of all hearts, that my j«tention is to reform, and not 
to irritate, | | | 

Theſe are not times for ſaying ſoft things; and, if it were 
not that finding fault is the moſt diſagreeable work a man of 
common humanity ev-f engages in, it is eaſy to ſee, only from 
the liſt of epidemical vices of the age, mentioned page 33. 
moſt of which I have only named, that I could have ſpun out 
a volume upon at ungrateful ſubject : but it is my opinion, 
that no man cught ever to write or fay a harſh thing againſt 
his fellow-creatures but when he has ſome proſpect of gaining 
a ſuperior advantage by it. | 

I conclude with my hearty prayers, that God would be plea- 
ſed to touch your hearts, and put you upon amending yout 
conduct by whatever means he may ſee proper, whether I am 
to have the happineſs of being any way inſtrumental to it or 
not; and that he would graciouſly accept this poor offering 
to his honour, the intereſt of the true religion, and the good of 


my country, 


got on this dangerous ground, it is a thouſand to one if they prove not ſoon 
appoſtates from virtue and happineſs. 

he friendly admonitions tendered above to our fair country-women, 
which perhaps were never more ſeaſonable than now, muſt therefore merit 
their ſerious attention. O when will they in general become wiſe and vir- 
tuous on rational and Chriſtian principles ! will it ever once be? May pro- 
pitious Heaven make the preſent humble Effay ſubſervient to ſo great an 
end with regard to all! O may the God of all grace eſſectually check the 
wide ſpreading torrent of vice and irreligion, and from their fatal power 
ſave thoſe who are unhappily entangled by them, that they periſh not ! 
When theſe come in as a flood, may the Spirit of the Lord vith whom . 
is nothing to help even with them that have no power, patronize and bleſs 


every well- intended attempt to promote ſo great an object 


APPEN 


ND 


DRUNKENNESS. 


HE Reader will find in the preceding ſheets ſome ſtrictures 


on the degrading vice of drunkenneſs, which, alas! ſo much 


abounds in theſe guilty lands, to the deſtruction of the health, the 
morals, and the lives of ſo many of our fellow- ſubjects. It is truly 
lamentable to refloct, that this vice ſhould be ſo much countenan- 
ced, and indeed patroniſed by ſome, whoſe birth, advantages of e- 
ducation, and ſphere in ſociety, lay under peculiar obligations to 
let their moderation be known to all men; and whoſe vicious exam- 
ple therefore is the more inexcuſable in itſelf, and the more perni- 


cious in its conſequences, The Writer was led, page log, to ani- 


madvert, in a note, upon a late aſſociation, entitling themſelves, the 
Magnum Bonum Club, ſaid to be inftituted under royal auſpices. 
One circumſtance, however, then eſcaped, which is too material to 
de paſſed over in filence, and too ſerisus and fatal in its native in- 
fluence, not to be lamented by every honeſt Briton, and real Chriſ- 
tian, The Public have been afſured, that the Club alluded to a- 
bove have fixed their ſtated times of meeting on the Sabbath even- 
ing, hereby trampling on the ſalutary laws of their Country, and 
groſsly inſulting the Lord of the Sabbath in a twofold reſpect. 

Such a conduct in any merits the ſevereſt animadverfion—ſuch a 
conduct in princes, and their aſſociates, forfeits every diſtinction of 
birth; for, while it marks them out as the foes of God, it muſt de- 
grade them in the eyes of all wiſe and good men, whoſe good opi- 
nion they have no title to deſpiſe : They that honour me, ſaith God, 
I will honour : but they that deſpiſe me ſhall be lightly efleemed ; that 
1s, ſhall be held in utter contempt. When ſuch can treat the edicts 
of their Sovereign and Parent with ſuch open and marked dildain, 
2nd ſet their ſanction at defiance, what may ſubjects be embolden- 
ed to do? When ſuch an outrage on the Royal authority, on the 
lens of the State, and the mandates of Heaven, is perpetrated under 
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the eye of Majeſty itſelf, permitted within the precinQs of the Court, 
and ſuffered to paſs with impunity, with what propriety and con. 
ſiſtence can lighter violations of the laws be ſeverely puniſhed in 


perſons who enjoy not the ſame advantages, and are not under fimi. 


lar obligations to obſerve them? When laws onee become like cob. 
webs that catch ſmall flies, and ſuffer the great to break thro, it i, 
eaſy to foreſee the conſequence, Would kings, princes, and ruler; 
have their laws reſpected, and obſerved, let them ſet the laudable 
example, and not by their evil communication contribute to the o- 
therwiſe too prevalent corruption of good manners. Bl/e/ed, (aid 
the wiſeſt of kings, art thou, O land, when thy princes eat in due ſea. 
ſon, for firength and not for drunkenneſs. Eccl. x. 17. May we not 
reverſe it? Wo to thee, O land, when thy princes eat and drink 
out of ſeaſon, for exceſs and diſſipation, and not for health and vi. 
gour. In vain are regulations deviſed, and heavy taxes impoſcd, 
with a view to ſupprels this growing evil, while it continues to te- 


ceive the patronage of ſuch characters. Did they duly reflect how | 


much it degrades the man and the gentleman, and, by a ſtrange 
metamorphoſis, aſſimilates human nature into that of the vileſt brute, 
and the moſt frantic fiend, they would not fail to break it off with- 
out delay, unleſs loſt to every ſentiment of honour, and propriety 
of conduct. 

| Need 1 apologize for extraQting a few ſtriking obſervations on 
this ſubject, from two well known performances“? © No vices are 


% ſo incurable as thoſe which men are apt to glory in. One would 


„vonder how Drunkennels ſhould have the good luck to be of this 
„% number. But however highly the tribe of Druntards may thiok 


« of themſelves, a drunken man 1s a greater monſter than any that 


is to be found among all the creatures which God has made; #5 
indeed there is no character which appears more deſpicable and 
* deformed, in the eyes of all reaſonable perſons, than that of a 
„ drunkard, Bono/us, one of our countrymen, who was addicted to 
« this vice, having ſet up for a ſhare in the Roman empire, and be- 
* ing deleated in a great battle, hanged himſelf, When he was 
feen by the army in this melancholy ſituation, notwithſtanding 
„he had bebaved himſelf very bravely, the common jeſt was, that 
« the thing they ſaw hanging upon the tree before them, was not 3 
„man, but a bottle. | 
« This 


* Spectator, vol. viii. No 369. Tatler, vol. iv. No 241 
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This vice has very fatal effects on the mind, the body, and for- 


tune of the perſon who is devoted to it. In regard of the mind, 


« it firſt of all diſcovers every flaw in it. The fober man, by the 
« ftrength of reaſon, may keep under every vice or folly to which 
« he is moſt inclined ; but wine makes every latent ſeed ſprout up 
« in the ſoul, and ſhew itſclf; it gives fury to the paſſions, and 
force to thoſe objects which are apt to produce or excite them, 
« jt heightens indifference into love, love into jealouſy, and jeal- 
« ouſy into madneſs. It often turns the good-natured man into an 
« ideot, and the cholerick into an aſſaſſin. It gives bitterneſs to 
reſentment, it makes vanity inſapportable, and dilplays every lit- 
« tle ſpot of the ſoul in its utmoſt deformity. 

Nor does this vice only betray the hidden faults of a man, and 
« ſhew them in the moſt odious colours, but often occaſions faults 
to which he is not naturally ſubject. There is more of turn than 


« of truth in a ſaying of Seneca, that drunkenneſs does not produce . 


hut diſcover faults, Common experience teaches the contrary. 
„Wine throws a man out of himſelf, and infuſes qualities into the 
mind, to which ſhe is a ſtranger in her ſober moments. The per- 
' ſon you converſe with, after the third bottle, is not the ſame man 
ho at firſt ſat dowa at the table with you. Upon this maxim is 
founded one of the prettieſt ſayings I ever met with, which is in- 
* ſcribed to Publius: Syrus, — Qyi ebreum [ud:ficat ledit abſentem ; He 
et upon a man that it drunk, injures the abſent, 

* Thus does drunkenneſs ad in direct contradiction to reaſon, 
* But belides theſe ill effects which this vice produces in the per- 
* fon who is actually under its dominion, it has alio a bad influence 
© on the mind even in its ſober moments, as it inſenfibly weakens 
the underfianding, impairs the memory, and makes thoſe faults 
© habitual which are produced vy frequent exceſſes.” 

* It is very common, that events ariſe from a debauch which are 
* fatal, and always ſuch as are diſagrecuble. Who then would tryſt 
* himſelf to the power of wine, without ſaying more  againit it, 
* than that it raiſes the imagination, and depreſles the judgment? 
* Were this all that could be objected, it were ſufficient to make 
us abhor this vice. But we may tay, that as he who drinks but 
lite is not maſter of bimielf, ſo he who drinks much is a fave 
to himſelf, As for my part, I ever eſteemed a drunksrd of all 
l Vicious perſons the moſt vicious. It a man confiders, that he 
cannot, under the opprellion of drink, be a friend, a gentlemen, a 
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* maſter, or a ſabjeR 3 that he has ſo long baniſhed himſelf from all 
** that is dear, and given up all that is ſacred to him, he would e. 
* ven then think of a debauch with horror: But when he looks 
** ſtill farther, and acknowledges, that he is not only expelled out 
* of all the relations of life, but alſo liable to offend againſt them 
all, what words can expreſs the terror and deteſtation he wouls 
have of fuch a condition? And yet he owns all this of himſelf, 
* who ſays he was drunk laſt night. 

As I have all along perſiſted in it, that all the vicious in ge. 
« neral are in a ſtate of death, fo 1 think 1 may add to the non-ex. 
iſtence of drunkards, that they died by their own hands, He is 
* certainly as guilty of ſuicide who periſhes by a ſſow, as he that 
* 1s diſpatched by an immediate poiton. Moſt of the ſelf-murderers 
„ whom I yet hinted at, arc ſuch as preſerve a certain regularity in 
* taking their poiſon, and make it mix pretty well with their food; 
© But the moſt conſpicuous of thoſe who deſtroy themſelves, ate 
e ſuch as in their youth fall into this ſort of debauchery, and con- 
© trat a certain uneaſineſs of ſpirit, which is not to be diverted but 
by tippling as often as they can fall into company in the day, and 
« conclude with down-right drunkenneſs at night. Theſe gentle. 
men never know the ſatisfaction of youth, but ſkip the years of 
© manhood, and are decript ſoon after they are of age. I was 
* godfather to one of theſe old felluws. He is now three and thir- 
** ty, which is the Grand Climacterick of a yourg drunkard. 

But as our faults are double when they affect others befides 
* ourſelves, ſo this vice is ſtill more odious in a married than a fingle 
* man, He that 1s the huſband of a woman of honour, and comes 
* home overloaded witk wine, is till more contemptible in proportion 
*« to theregard we bave to the unhappy conſort of his beaſtiality, The 
imagination cannot ſhape to it{clf apy thing more monfirous and un- 
* natural than the familiarities between drunkenneſs and chaſtity. The 
i refleQion of ſuch a match is what puts this vice in the worſt 5gure it 
© can bear with regard to others; but when it is looked upon with 
* reſpe& only to the druvkard himſelf. it has deformities enough to 
© make it difagreeable, which may be ſummed up in a word, by al. 
„ lowing, that he who refigns his reaſon, is actually guilty of all 
„that he is liable to from the want of reaſon *” 

Such are the remarks of two judicious writers reſpecting this bal. 
vice. But as thoſe who adminifler ſtrong drink to others, til! the) 


2re intoxicated, become partakers of their fi, and as many bave i 
for 
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for their, profeſſion to vend ſpirĩtuous liquors, Oc. and are conſe. 
quently in no {ſmall danger from this temptation, for the love of 
gain, I make free to ſubjoin a paper on this ſubject, which hath 
lately fallen into my hands; and is entitled, 


4 FRIENDLY ADVICE 
TO THOSE WHO KEEP PUBLIC HOUSES. 


[wHICH INDEED MERIT THEIR SERIOUS ATTENTION. ] 


HE word of God expreſsly commands us, not to be partaters of 

other mens fins: 1 Tim. v. 22. And it denounceth a heavy 

wo againſt ſuch in particular, as are any way acceſſory to the intoxi- 

cating their neighbour with liquor, ſaying, * Wo unto him that 

giveth bis neighbour drink; that putteth bis bottle to him, and maketh 
lim drunlen:“ Hab. ii. 15. 

As you ſell liquors, you are conſequently expoſed to the tempta- 
tion of ſuffering your gueſts to drink to exceſs. This, however, 
you can prevent, by peremptorily refuſing to give them more than 
will ſuffice for moderate refreſhment ; and this you ⁰α do, if 
you have the ſmalleſt concern for herr ſouls, or for your own. But 
if you have greater reſpect to the acquiſition of a little ſordid lucre, 
than to the laws of Gop, and the welfare of your fellow-ereatures, 
know, that, in ſuch a caſe, you will be anſwerable to the Judge of 
all the earth for the conſequences. 

Think not that it will, in any degree, alleviate the heinouſneſs 
of your conduct, to plead, © that your gueſts felge you for liquor.“ 
Would a fimilar plea be admitted as any juſtification of an apothe- 
cary, who would be mad and mercenary enough to fell his neigh- 
bour rank pozſon ? Liquers, taken to exceſs, are, in all caſes, a flow, 
but ſure poiſon; and, in ſome inſtances, they operate as rapidly as 
a doſe of aj, They poiſon the conſtitution of the moſt healthy 
and robuſt : they poiſon the reaſoning facu/ty, ſo as to convert a ra- 
tional creature into a brute ; and they communicate their poiſonous 
influence to the immortal ſoul. © Who hath wo? Who hath $sox- 
"ROW? who hath contzxTIOns ? who bath BanBLIxG? who hath 
* worxps without cauſe ? who bath rzpxess or tyzs? They that 

© tarry long at the wine :” Prov. xxiii. 29, 30. And will you 
luffer your fellow-creatures thus to poiſon themtelves bv intempe- 
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rance in your houſe? and that too, in open defiance of the laws 
both of Gop and man? Where is charity? Where is common hu. 
manity ? | 

Conſider farther: While the intoxicated gueſts are carouſing at 
your table, and filling your houſe with the horrid oaths, and exc. 
crable ** ſongs of the drunkard,” perhaps their poor children at home 
are crying for a morſel of bread ; while it adminiſters the bitterueſ; 
of affliction to the diſtreſſed mother, to reflect, that you are pocket. 
ing the laborious earning of the preceding week, with which (he 
might have ſatisfied the cravings of her almoſt famiſhed offspring, 
And what a melancboly figure does the poor intoxicated crea! ure 
make, upon his return to his family! He entered your houſe a ra. 
tional creature; you ſend him home bereft at once of his rea/on and 
his money. Or if your liquor has not totally ſtupified him into a 
brute, it has perhaps wrought him up to the phrenzy of a mad- 


wan; and diſpatched him to his miſerable family, ſtorming and 


blaſpheming like an incarnate fiend ; ready to revenge the {lighteſt 
injury even unto death, and ripe for the commiſſion of every other 
enormity connected with drunkenneſs. Thus the liquor drunk in 
a public houſe, has often © c/otbed a man with ragt; brought his 
family to ruin, and himſelf to h e, produced murder; led to the 
geiſows ; and at laſt ſent to H/ itſelf, 

And will ye not lay theſe things to heart, ye that keep public 
houſes? Is it a light matter with you to be inſtrumental in breaking 
up your neigbbour's family, but you muſt lend a helping hand to 
the deſtruction of his Sy and /oul too? You may urge ſome apo- 
lagies for your conduct; but the living Gop will not take one of 
them at your hands. For though the drunkard himſelf will be in- 
excuſable, yet it is no leſs certain, that as you made bim drunt, by 
drawing him more liquor then your conſcience told you was necel- 
ſary, his drunkenneſs with al the miſchiefs conſequent upon it, will 
be laid at your door. And if you tolerate ſuch excefſes upon the 
Lord's day, you add fin to fin, and make your guilt doub/e. 

If you aſk, © But what muſt we do?” I anſwer, © If you have 
* done thus wickedly, do ſo no more.“ Let the time pait (uflice 
wherein you have made your houſe a receptacle for /ots. and a ſonc- 
tuary for Sabbath-breaters. From henceforth, dedicate it to the 
good of the public, by making it ſubſerve the purpoſes of retre!h- 
ment, temperance, and ſobriety. As you have notoriouſly broken 


the /xih commandment, by encouraging that fin, which murders bo- 
of 
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dy and ſoul, eſcape from its curſe, for pardon and renewing grace, 
to the BLoOD and Selarr of the Logd Jesvs Currsr. Beg of him to 
give you repentance for what is paſt, and grace to live to his glory 
in future. Otherwiſe, if you deſiſt not from your gainful trade of 
ſinning, remember it is written, © The cuxse of the Lozp is in the 
| * houſe of the wicxep; but he BLessETE the habitation of the jus: 


Prov. iii. 33. 


1 — 
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SLAVE TRADE. 


The Gov of xaTuxt never form'd a Have! 


THIS important ſubject hath of late deſervedly engaged the atten- 
tion of the Public, and no eligible mean ſhould be left untried 
that may, in any meaſure, conduce to an object fo defirable as the 
immediate Abolition of a traffic ſo wicked and inhuman, Yet, 
intereſting as this object is, the zeal of many is but too apt to 
cool, and their exertions in ſo good a cauſe to grow feeble and 
remiſs, when they meet not at once with the expected ſucceſs. 
There is need of line upon line to keep the mind awake to what 
does not ſeem ſo immediately to affect our own private intereſt. 
It was therefore thought proper to embrace this opportunity of 
addreſſing a few thoughts to the Public, on that important ſub- 
ject; but previoully to preſent them with a ſummary view of the 
odious traffic in queſtion, extracted from one of our periodical 
publications“, in which the Reader will find a number of juſt 
and ſpirited remarks on this and other intereſting ſubjects. 


HOUGH the enormities of this trade have been repeatedly 
held up to the public in very conſpicuous points of view, we 
ilould undoubtedly reckon ourſelves deficient in our duty as human 
creatures, capable of feeling for the diſtrefles of thoſe of the ſame 
lpecies with ourſelves, did we fail, as far as is in our power, to point 
out the iniquity of thoſe mon/ters who carry on the trade, and who 
argue in its favour, The term is not too ſtrong. Every man na- 
turally has compaſſion upon his fellow-creature in diſtreſs. Every 
nan wiſhes to allow his fellow-man the ſame liberty that he him- 
telt 

* The Hiſtorical Regiſter, for Jan. 1792. | 


* importance to mankind, or more diſgraceful to the perpetrators.— 
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ſelf enjoys. Every man conſiders the whole human race as one 
community, which exiſts and derives its happineſs from the muty. 
al aſſiſtance and good offices of one to another. Of conſequence, 
whatever good office is done by one man to another, the very ſame 
office, or an equivalent, has that other a right to expect from him, 
A ſet of monflers have ſprung up deſtitute of every one of theſe 
feelings. They can hear, unmoved, the moſt lamentable complaints 
of diſtreſs; they can boaſt of their own liberty, while they, without 
remorſe, deprive others of it, reduce them to a ſtate worſe than that 
ol brutes, nay boaſt, and pretend to argue that the benificent Lord 
of Life, the Almighty, who opens the priſon-doors, and ſets free the 
captive, hath given them authority to &:// with hunger and deſpair, 
to torment without ceiling, to /ead into captivity whomſoever they 
pleaſe, without any one being entitled to deliver out of their hands, 
They pretend that they have a right to exact labour without giving 
a return; to wallow in wealth and luxury, while thoſe who pro. 
cure for them the pleaſures in which they riot, are condemned to 
whips, flames, and every ſpecies of cruelty the devil himſelf can in- 
vent. Such monſters are the Weſt-India planters, and ſuch mon- 
ſters are, or would be, all thoſe concerned in the Slave Trade, or 
who approve of it; without the ſmalleſt exception of either high or 


low, rich or poor. 1 an 

To make good our aſſertions, we have only to recapitulate a lit. the 
tle of the evidence upon this ſubject, when the queſtion concerning chi 
the abolition of the Slave Trade was laid before the Houſe of Com. the 
 mons. | war 


The following particulars were eſtabliſhed by the teſtimony, not 
of a few individuals, who might have the report by hearſay ; but, of 
no fewer than fixty perſons of character, who had all of them been 
on the African coaſt, or in the Weſt-India iſlands, and been eye 
witneſſes to the enormities they deſcribe. It is in yain therefore 
to deny," or think to extenuate the charge. No point in hiſtory, 
we believe, is cqually well aſcertained, and none is indeed of more 


The particulars which have come to light, from the examination 
theſe witneſſes, are as follow: | | 
I. The native barbarity gf the Africans is encouraged, covetiug 
the trifles brought them by the Europeans, they make war upon 
one another; they kidnap their country men, burn villages, and uſe 


Every method they can to catch one another like wild beaſts, KS 
os | then 
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then ſell their priſoners to the Europeans. Even their kings car- 
ry on theſe infamous practices among their own ſubjects. The ſol- 
diers belonging to the king go out from three hundred to three 
thouſand on ſuch horrible expeditions, ſetting fire to villages, and 
catching the inhabitants by wholeſale, while numbers of private 
robbers lie in wait to pick up thoſe who chance to eſcape; and this 
is called the Grand Pillage. The end of the pillage is to ſupply 
the European ſhips with Slaves. Thus do the civilized nations of 
Europe tear the infant from the arms of its mother, the huſband 
from the wife, and the wife from the huſband ; diſſolving all thoſe 
ſtrong and endearing ties of ſociety by which life is rendered hap- 
py, and yet they call themſelves Chriſtiant, and value themſelves 
upon their refinement and delicacy of ſentiment. 

2. When the natives are not of their own accord forward enough 
in theſe infernal practices, the Europeans take up the trade them- 
ſelves. They take advantage of the untaught barbarity, and ſa- 
rage diſpofition of their princes, and, like the great enemy of man- 
kind, they incite them to commit every enormity, that they them- 
ſelves may reap the fancied advantages reſulting from it. They 
keep the negro princes in a cunſtant ſtate of intoxication, that the 
may commit outrages upon their own ſubjects: they bribe the Moors, 
and ſupply them with arms and ammunition to enable them to ſeize 
the negroes, and to ſell them for Slaves; they advance goods to 
chiefs, to induce them to ſeize their ſabjects or neighbours, and 
they ſupply them with powder and ball to encourage them to go to 
war with one another. —Lf all this will not do, they carry off the 
ratives at once themſelves ; the captains invite them to a friendly 
correſpondence with them, and then ſuddenly make ſlaves of all the 
company. In caſe of reſiſtance, or if the perfons thus taken cry 
out, they bind them faſt, and ſtop their mouths with handkerchiefs 
and oakum, 

3. The unhappy Africans, thus fuddenly and unexpectedly car- 
ried off from their country, their friends and relations, ſhew the 
molt frantic figns of horror and deſpair when put aboard the ſlave- 
ſhips; many of the women are ſeized with hyſterics, and in the 
molt lamentable manner expreſs the utmoſt extremity of anguiſh, 
which, one ſhould think, it would be irapoffible for any perſon who 
dears the name of man to hear unmoved. 

The manner of treating them in the ſlave- ſhips is as follows: As 
foon as they are brought aboard, the men are put in trons, linked 
7 85 | _. .. 
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together two and two by the hands and feet, and in this fituaticy 
they remain till they arrive at the Weſt Indies; and when 

above deck, to enjoy for a ſhort time the benefit of the air, addi. 
tional ſetters are put upon them. An Engliſh pint (a Scots mutch- 
kin) of water is allowed them per day. They are fed with horſe. 
beans, and now and then a little beef and bread, and after their 
meals, part of their ſcanty allowance of water is dealt out to them, 
For exerciſe, they are forced to jump for a conſiderable time, but 
without taking off their irons, and are cruelly whipped if they re. 
fuſe ; nor is this horrid exerciſe omitted, even with thoſe who are 
fick and ſcarce able to move. In like manner are they forced to 
ſing, and their ſongs, as may naturally be expected, are ſongs of for- 
row, the themes of which are their wretched ſituation, and their 
2 of never returning home. 

In the ſhips they are fo cloſely packed together, that it is 1500 
ſible for the m to move, nor can any perſon paſs through, without 
treading upon them. Thoſe who are out of irons, are locked /pcar- 
ways to each, other, that is, back and front; and if they delay get- 
ting into this poſture, they are quickly compelled to it, by a cat- 
0'-nine-tails. In other reſpeRs they are uſed no better; they arc 
confined in foul air, where they are every moment in danger of {ut- 
focation. They frequently exclaim that they are dying, and when 
the hatchway is opened, fly to it with the ſame eagerneſs that fithes 
do to the ſurface of water, When put under the receiver of an ai: 
pump; and in this manner great numbers have periſhed by mere 
ſuffocat ion, without any previous ſign of indiſpofition. How can 
it be otherwiſe when the unhappy wreiches are wedged together, 
as if in their coſſins, where the ſurgeous are obliged to take off the 
ſhoes in paſſing through them, and even then cannot avoid pinch- 
jug them; when the ſteam from their bodies, iflues out from the 
hatchway as ſoon as opened, like the ſmoke of a furnace; and where 
no perſon can enter without having his ſhirt, in a few minutes, 4 
wet as if it had been dipped in water. 

Conſidering all this dreadful cruelty, this :atolaratile uſage, alle- 
viated by no hope but that of death, how is it poſſible but theſe 
miſerable creatures muſt frequently hallen their own deſtruction. 
What would we do, if we were in their place? The negroes att 
untaught and barbarous ; we know, or ought-to know better ;——y& 
how many inftances of ſuicide diſgrace the hiftory of Britain. Our 


fovereign has been affronted, by one of his ſubjects ſhooting himſelt 
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in his preſence, as if to tell him, that death was preferable to the 


oppreſſion he ſuffered, from the minions who ſurround the throne. 


His ſon has Rabbed himſelf in deſpair ; yet what were the ſufferings 
of either father or ſon, in compariſon of the wretched negroes! Can 
we blame them for jumping into the ſea; for refuſing to receive 
food ; for taking every method in their power to put an end to 


their on lives? Undoubtedly, confidering the knowledge they have, 


we cannot; but, as ſure as we at this moment exiſt, the life of eve- 
rv one of thoſe miſerable creatures will be required at our hands, 
whether he took away his own life or not, I ſay at our hands, be- 
cauſe the Weſt-India planters are accounted a part of our nation, as 
well as the Guinea traders, though they ought not; for their names 
ought to be expunged from every nation under heaven. 

It would be endleſs to particularize inſtances of barbarity com- 
mitted by the civi/ized Europeans, againſt the barbarous Atricans, 
Suffice it to ſay, that theſe poor creatures are ſtolen away, ufed with 
indignities unworthy of beaſts ; loaded with irons, ſuffocated, ſlar- 
ved, whipped, driven to deſpair and madneſs; and all to ſatiate the 
ambition, the avarice, and intolerable pride of the Weſt-India mer- 
chants and planters. But to return to our ſubject, of the treatment 
of the Africans— | | 

Theſe poor people, carried off from their native country ; treat- 
ed with « /ery indighity we can imagine; confined in peſtilential 
dungeons 3 whipped, inſulted, and reduced by diſeaſe; die, as may 
naturally be ſuppoſed, in great numbers; inſomuch that by the time 
they arrive at the Weſt-Indies, they are reduced to three-fourths, 
one-half, or ſometimes to a lefs proportion of their original number. 
On their arrival in the iſlands they are /o/d to a ſet of ſavages, who 
treat them as a ſet of inferior beings, whom the right of purchaſe 
gives the owner a power of uſing at his will, Granting that this 
was the caſe, if the maſters who purchaſed them were g maſters, 
they would uſe them well. It is not to be doubted, however, that 
among a variety of maſters, there will be found ſome better than o- 
chers; but the general character they have, is, that the worfl maſ- 
ter in England, is better than the 5% in the Weſt-Iadies.— The 
held ſlaves are obliged to hurry out early in the morning, at the 
"lowing of a ſhell, and are whipped if they are not there in time, 
They perform their work in rows, where they are, without excep- 
ion, under the whip' of the drivers. The ſtrong and the weak are 
foked together, and the latter are whipped up by the drivers; aud 
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thus many of them are hurried to their graves. Their labour 1a{ 
from day-light till ſun-ſet ; but, beſides the work they perform gu. 
ring the common hours, they are obliged to pick graſs for the ca. 
tle during the hours ſaid to be allowed them for reſt, and are often 
whipped, if they cannot find a ſufficient quantity, thovgh it be of. 
ten plainly impoſſible that they ſhould do ſo. 

Wich regard to the puniſhments inflited upon them, by their ar. 


'bitrary and cruel maſters, they are ſhocking, almoſt beyond credi. 
bility, —They are whipped with laſhes which fetch blood, and even 


cut out pieces of fleſh at every ſtroke ; and they are ſeldom taken 
down from the ladder upon which they are ſtretched, until the ſkin 


is entirely peeled off their backs, after which the parts are walked 


with pickle, to prevent a mortification. An inſtance was given of 
a woman who had been whipped to ſuch a degree, that ſhe was hard- 
ly able to move from the place where ſhe was; ſhe was found lying 
on the ground with her left fide in a ſtate of mortification, and al. 
moſt covered with worms, and ſuffered to periſh in this dreadful 6. 
tuation, without auy care being taken of her by her relentleſs mut. 
derers.—Another inſtance is given of a negro whoſe maſter ordered 
a ſurgeon to cut off his leg for running away, The ſurgeon refuſed 
to do it; upon which the planter broke the leg to pieces with an 
iron bar,-then told the ſargeon, that what he had refuſed to him as 
a favour, he muſt now do as his duty; for if he did not amputzte 


| the limb, the man would die. 


It is to the laſt degree painful to write a detal of ſuch horrid 


| barbaritie/, or to be obliged to think of them; we ſhall therefore 


conclude this horrid part of our work, with obſerving, that every 
ſpecies of wanton cruelty, which the degenerate mind of man can 
invent, is put in execution againſt theſe poor wretches. Dropping 
melted lead upon their bodies; tormenting them with fire; putting 
hot irons in their mouths ; ſuddenly ſtabbing them; hanging then 
for diverſion ; throwing them into kettles full of boiling liquid, c. 
are recounted as ſome of the modes of puniſhment, and of theſe no 
fewer than fx/een are enumerated in the evidence laid before the 
Houſe of Commons. —Nay, to add to the infamy of theſe proceed- 
ings, the fair ſex themſelves have been proved to be equally adise 
in tiſe exerciſe of theſe cruckics with the men. Thoſe who cal 


" themſelves /adies, but for whom the name of infernal rvxiłs is not 


too bad, have been known to laſh their flaves with their own hands, 


to direct the overſeers and drivers where to krike, and to fee thele 
Crue! 
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cruel puniſhments executed when the huſbands refuſed to witneſs 
them. One ſtep in degeneracy ſtill remains, and we can go no far- 
ther. The women of the Welt-India iſlands have been known to 
ſend their female flaves on board of ſlips for the purpoſes of proſti- 
tution, in order that they might enjoy the infamous reward Can 
any thing equal ſuch proceedings! Can we avoid invoking the 
rengeance of Heaven againft ſuch wretches. Has the lightning loſt 
its force, or the earthquakes their tremendous power ! are the waves 
of the ocean unable to overwhelm at once theſe polluted habitations, 
and their deteſted inhabitants! Such exclamations are natural ; but 
we ought to remember, that we our/c/ves, in the preſent caſe, are 
the miniſters of vengeance. Let the nation only unite ; let them 
but ſay a fingle word, and the Slave Trade is gone for ever, The 
time is now come, when a vigorous and ſpirited application ought 
to be made to parliament, not in the inſipid ſtile of flattery and 
complingent, but in a determined tone, as if every perſon who makes 
the addreſs were reſolved to ſpend his laſt drop of blood in the 
cauſe, 


OO > —— — :- 


My Countrymen, and fellow-ſubjefs, 


ROM the few hints above given, reſpecting the nature and con- 
ſequences of the Slave Trade, tho? they cannot be ſuppoſed to 
convey a full idea of its enormity, you may however be able to 


preſentatives of a free and enlightened People, and what claim theſe 
have to your acquieſcence in their late deciſion, which ſanctions this 
infernal traffic for ſo long a period to come, From the whole evi- 
dence delivered upon this important queſtion, and other authentic 
ſources of information, this trade appears to involve in its o- 
dious nature, and melancholy conſequences, almoſt every crime 
of which an apoſtate creature, is capable, attended with pe- 
culiar aggravations; while not a fingle plea can be urged in its 
favour but what is drawn from the ſordid conſideration of inte- 
reſt, It wantonly invades the deareſt and moſt ſacred rights of 
men, ſacrifices the happineſs, and ſports with the unmerited and 
accumulated ſufferings of millions of our fellow-creatures, who 
have never offered us the leaſt injury, deſtroys the innate ſenſe of 
moral right and wrong, ſpreads terror and deſolation over extenſive 
regions 


form ſome judgment, how far it merits the countenance of the Re- 
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regions, is a direct outrage on the law of nations, the claims of jul. 
tice and humanity, and the ſtatutes of the God of Heaven, all the 
terrors of whoſe wrath and threatened vengeance it boldly (ets at 
defiance. It entails loatbſome diſeaſes, and ſcatters miſery and 
death among our ſeamen, annually ſending thouſands of them pre. 
maturely to the grave. It blunts the feelings, corrupts the heart, 


and ſears the conſcience of thoſe who are converſant with it, degra- 


ding them in a moral view much below the unhappy objects of their 
avaricious purſuit, The . guilt contracted by it, if not deeply re. 
pented of in time, and graciouſly pardoned, will make many thoy. 
ſands of our fellow-ſubjes completely wretched thro? eternity, 
when the polluted wealth, ſo acquired, will only ſerve to enhance 
their miſery, and whet the invenomed darts of keen remorſe and 
endleſs deſpair, Of all theſe enormous evils, that * e 
he /ove of money is the poiſonous root. 

Who can tell the many human victims which this horrid trafic 
yearly ſacrifices to that darling idol Britiſh avarice | What num- 
bers does it annually doom, with their innocent offspring, to the 
molt debaſing and unbounded ſervitude ? Have not their ſighs, their 
tears and blood a cry to Heaven for vengeance on the oppreſſors? 
And will he who takes to himſelf the title of the Guardian of the 


oppreſſed, the Father of the fatherleſs, and the Judge of the widow 


and orphan, and bath pledged his veracity: to plead their cauſe, and 
execute judgment for them, connive at the injuries done them, ſhut 
his ears againſt the cry of their oppreſſion; and ſuffer ſuch enormi 
ties to pals unpuniſked ? Such a conduct be far from the Judge of 
all the earth, who will doubtleſs do them juſtice, and avenge him- 


ſelf on their adver ſaries, who are at the ſame time chargeable with 


treaſon and rebellion againſt himſelf, Such guilty courſes, perfift- 
ed in, cannot fail to ſap the proſperity of the State, to ſhake the 
pillars of the Throne, and procure the judicial viſitation of the Al. 
mighty, who will hold the Nation at large reſponſible for the mea- 
ſures of their - Rulers, ſhould they negle& firmly to remonſtrate a- 
gainſt them by every conſtitutional mean in their power. Hence 
we may venture to pronounce the friends, advocates, and patrons of 
the Slave Trade, in effect. the worſt enemies of their King and Coun- 
try; vþile thoſe who ſolicite its immediate and entire abolition act 
the-part-of true patriots and loyal fubjefts. 

Before the attention of the Public was turned to this ſyſtem of 


complicated iniquity, the guilt of it, in a national view, was compa 
ratively 
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ratively light, but now every ſubterfuge is removed, and we can 
have no plauſible pretext to offer in alleviation of our crimes. It is 
not in vain, or without the ſpecial interpoſition of Providence, that 
the nation hath of late been called to attend to this ſubject. Ir is 
not in vain it hath received ſuch public diſcuſſions, by which muck 
light hath been thrown upon it, or that our Reprefentatives have 
been permitted, in the face of evidence, to vote its continuation for 
a certain period, while they have, almoſt with the ſame breath, con- 
demned it as cruel, inhuman and unjuſl. By all this, God is evi- 
dently trying us, to ſee whether the love of juſtice and humanity, 
or the ſordid love of gain will preponderate. Even to hefitate here, 
between two opinions, were criminal; yet, alas! in the ſeat ofjuſtice, 
and in the face of Heaven, the latter bath gained a decided prefe- 
reace ! O Gold, how deſpotic thy ſway over the human heart, and 
how fatal and degrading thy conqueſts! Indeed, we may ceaſe to 
wonder when we conſider the leading motives of fome inveſted with 
power, too often apparent in their conduct; but it is the buſineſs of 
the Nation to direct the exerciſe of that power they themſelves 
confer, in matters that ultimately concern their ſafety and happineſs; 
and, thanks to Heaven, this they may do in perfect conſiſtence with 
all the duties of good ſubjects and good citizens. This the radical 
law of our nature, and the expreſs will of our Creator not only au- 
thorize but require; and ſhould we neglect this on important vc- 
caſions, of which the preſent is doubtleſs one, we richly deferye 
that the exerciſe of that power ſhould militate againſt us. 

Ihe late deciſion reminds me of a paſſage of facred Scripture, 
which merits the particular attention of Rulers and Judges. If 
thou ſceſt the oppreſſion of the poor, and violent perverting of 
judgment and juilice in a province, marvel not at the matter: for 
* he that is higher than the higheſt regardeth ; and there be high- 
er than they.“ Eccl. v. 8. Theſe are not words of eourſe. Let 
all that pervert or refuſe juſtice hear them and tremble. Can we 
as men, as Britons, and as Chriſtians, conſent to the continuance of 
traffic for any given time, which hath already deſtroyed unknown 
myriads of our ſpecies, which ſets itſelf in direct oppoſition to the 
peace, the honour and the happineſs of mankind—a traffic which 
bath loaded our Nation with diſgrace and guilt, and kindled the 
wrath of the Almighty againit us? He that can is a traitor to his 
Country, and to his God; for, while he avows and ſupports rebel 
ion againſt the one, which the trade in queſtion involves, he in ef- 
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fe& conſents to the deſtruction of the other. Under the Divine 
government, moral cauſes have their certain effect, both in the na- 
ture of things, and by the righteous diſpoſal of God. Is it a ſmall 
matter then to perſiſt in meaſures that may be productive of ſuch 
ſerious conſequences ? If we can tamely ſubmit, without uniting in 
eligible and conſtitutional efforts to procure redreſs, and put away 
ſuch daring iniquity from among us, may we not hear the Moſt 
High addreſſing vs, as he did his ancient people? Sha/l not wit 
for theſe things, 2 the Lord ſball not my ſoul be Ee on ſuch 
a nation as this 2 

"Tho? Providence does not now interfere, in behalf of an oppreſ. 
ſed people, in ſo extraordinaty a manner as of old; yet he muſt be 
fatally blind who does not ſee, and obſlinately aſs who will not 
own the interpoſition of Providence on the preſent occafion. I here 
are ſigns of the times which the men of wiſdom will diſcern and lay 


to heart, and we are called duly to improve theſe, would we be hid 


in God's pavilion in evil days. The Jews of old were favoured 
with ſuch ſigus, but infidelity prevented their perceiving them, till 
the things that belonged to their peace came to be hid from their 
eyes. May we be kept from treading in their ſteps, that we be not 
made ſharers of their plagues. If others perſiſt in courſes marked 
with the expreſs diſapprobation of Heaven, let us expoſtulate with 
them, and, if we prevail not, teſtify againſt them, that at leaſt the 
guilt may be theirs, ſhould we be unhappily involved in the pu- 
niſhment, 

God demanded the enlargement of ancient Iſrael only by the 
verbal meſſage of two individuals from among themſelves. This 
demand diſregarded, who does not know the mode he took to en- 
force it, and the conſequences ? But in Britain many thouſands have 
united in preſenting to the ruling Powers the claims of juſtice ard 
bumanity, and theſe not ſtrangers or ſojourners, but ſubjects, many of 


whom poſſeſs rank and reſpectability in the State: and yet, initead 


of a cordial compliance, they have been inſulted, and received for 
anſwer, Theſe your petitions ſpall be granted only when three year! 
2 eigbt months have elapſed ; in the mean time, let injuſiice, crutl- 

oppreſſion, murder, and their hindred train of evils prevail unme 
425 5 for we are determined to exert the power you have entruſſed 0 ut, 
in ſanctioning and protecting that traffic, which meanwhile we ſec and 0wi 
to be replete with them all!!! Is not this exactly copying the exam. 
ple of baughty Pharaoh, who might indeed find wore plauſible ples, 


and 
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and urge many more ſpecious reaſons for detaining the Hebrews 
in bondage than the Britiſh Senate can urge in favour of the odious 
unde in queſtion. He did not authorize any of his ſubjects to go 
to a foreign land, and carry the natives away by force to be his 
bond ſervants.” If he oppreſſed them, and gave orders to ſlay their 
male children, he could plead a reaſon of State—left the Iſraelites, 
who multiplied ſo faſt, ſhould become more mighty than the natives, 
and uſurp the dominion, or join with his enemies, and effec- 
tuate their eſcape, Exod. i, Tho? we can urge no ſuch pleas, yet 
the late decree of our Supreme Court conſigns myriads, both adult 
and young, to death, and an unknown number, with their poſterity, 
to perpetual ſervitude of the baſeſt kind, (the women not excepted, 
whom the Egyptians ſeem to have ſpared) as fome members juſt. 
ly remarked on the occaſion, Are we then more humane taſk- maſ- 
ters than Pharaoh, and his inſtruments of cruelty ? That tyrant made 
various conceſſions, however reluctantly, but nothing ſhort of an im- 
mediate and total releaſe would ſatisfy the claimants. Amidſt all 
his partial relentings and conceſſions, he ſet himſelf in oppoſition to 
the will of Heaven, and the event ſhewed whether his arbitrary pur- 
poſe, or the will of the Almighty was moſt efficacious; and fo ſhall 
it appear with reſpect tu all who preſume to diſpute his authority, 
and oppoſe his ſovereign will. K 
Now He is pleading with Britain, and inſiſting they ſhould im- 
mediately aboliſh that accurſed traffic, which hath ſo long proved 
the ſcourge of ſo many of his intelligent creatures; for the voice of 
the people, when rea ſon and confcience are permitted to ſpeak, is 
in fat the voice of God: but a majority of our rulers, following 
the example of that proud, infatuated deſpot, in refuſing to let the 
opprefſed Hebrews go free, will make ſome conceſſions, as if to 
commute the matter with God, and conſcience; yet, at the ſame 
time, on the whole abſolutely refuſe to comply with his demand. 
When the meflengers of Heaven addreſſed theſe words in Pharaoh's 
ears, * Thus ſaith the Lord God of Iſrael, Let my people go, that 
* they may hold a feaſt unto me in the wilderneſs,” his haughty 
reply was, „Who is the Lord, that I ſhould obey his voice to let 
* Hracl go? I know not the Lord, neither will I let Iſrael go,” 
Exod. v. 1, 2. A reply this fraught with inſolence and profanity 
yet with ſuch inſolence and profanity are impotent mortals of- 
ten chargeable, Would to God the ſame temper were not exem- 
plified on the preſent occafion! Whoever takes the trouble to con- 
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traſt both caſes, will eaſily trace a fimilarity in many particulars, 
Heaven forbid the event, with regard to us, ſhould be in any man. 
ner alſo paralleled | One important circumſtance however material. 
ly differs: thro? the kindneſs of Providence we have no deſpotic 
Pharaoh on the Throne; and therefore hope our King will never 
be induced to countenance, in any of his ſubjects, meaſures correl. 
ponding to thoſe of that tyrant, ſhould they at any time ſo far loſe 
fight of the true intereſt and honour of theſe lands, with which their 
own ſtand inſeparably connected, as to be diſpoſed to adopt and pur. 
ſue them. It merits the attention of the public, however, that the 
whole land of Egypt ſuffered for the obſtinacy of the prince; and 
| ſo may we, ſhould our Rulers adopt or ſanftion ruinous meaſures, 
| | and we neglect to remonſtrate againſt them, and uſe the means in 
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our power for procuring the neceſſary redreſs. , 
Some think much is gained by the late deciſion, and no doubt it 
1 diſcovers the force of truth and equity, when their claims are pro- 
perly ſtated and propoſed. It indeed ſanctions, in one view, all the 
exertions made, or that may yet be made in a conſtitutional way, 
in order to effectuate the deſired abolition ; for it allows that there 
is a cauſe, and that the people, in their application, have truth and 
Juſtice on their fide. | This effect, however, is only accidental; for, 
viewing it in another light, we may venture to aſſert, that it is 
fraught with inſult to the great Governor of the world, whoſe ſub- 
jects the people in queſtion doubtleſs are, and who will not, in pre- 


ſent circumſtances, accept of ſuch negative redreſs at our hand. fo 
We own the traffic, in which we have ſo long embarked, to our « 

national diſgrace and guilt, to be inhuman, unjuſt, and quite unft 
i to be always tolerated, and yet we declare, in the face of the Uni * 
1 verſe, that we are determined not to give it up yet—determined to ea; 
|; protect and practiſe it for years to come; when it may be naturally pet 
1 expected to riſe to enormities till then unknown. Is this Britiſh tha 
| juſtice ? what perverſion of ideas! but He that is higher than the ril 
| highefi regards it. the 
4 Without pretending to foreſee future conſequencęs, any farther tot 
* than they may be traced from their moral cauſes, the Writer pre- ſub 


| ſumes ta ſay, that the late deciſion in this affair, and the diſpoſitions 
which gave birth to it, are a certain preſage of impending judge 
ments, if they are not already partly infliged. It remains with you 
my fellow-Chriſtians, to avert theſe by a timely repentance, befor: 
the meaſure of our iniquity be full, and wrath come upon us to th 
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uttermoſt; for it may be the Lord will be intreated of you, and, 
in his mercy, yet ſpare theſe guilty lande. Our national fias are 
ſo numerous and diverſified as to exceed deſcription, and fo great 
and aggravated as to ſurpaſs any thing we are able to conceive. A 
much greater and more ſerious load this than our national debt, e- 
normous as that hath of late grown. While you deprecate deſer- 
ved wrath, be not ſlack to petition the Legiilature to ſuppreſs ſuch 
meaſures as tend to increaſe both our guilt and danger, yea bave 
already brought theſe to an awful crifis, Particularly embrace the 
rery firſt opportunity of requeſting the ruling powers to put, with- 
out delay, a period to a traffic, which, provoking the juſt vengeance 
of the Almighty, endangers the very exiſtence of the State; and 
let this be done with a zeal and firmneſs becoming the importance 
of the object, and the magnitude of theſe conſequences which ſtand 
infeparably connected with it, if this may happily prove a length- 
ening out of our tranquility, You have the means of information 
on this ſubje& within your reach; and conſcience, once informed, 
will point out the path of duty. Think not then that wilful igno- 
rance about the matter will excuſe your indifference reſpecting the 
happineſs or miſery of your fellow- creatures; a temper of mind de- 
grading in itſelf, and highly offenſive to the common Father of all. 
May I not addreſs you in the words of Mordecai to Eſther? “If 
vou altogether hold your peace at this time, then ſhall there en- 
* largement and deliverance ariſe from another place :” Heaven 
forbid there ſhould be reaſon to add the following clauſe, © but you 
and your father's houſe ſhall be deſtroyed,” Uther iv. 14. 


Are you taught to pray, Father in heaven, thy kingdom come ; 


and would you preſent this petition with an exception againſt Afri- 
ca, and its numerous inhabitants? The Trade in Slaves is an inſu- 
petable bar to their embracing Chriſtianity, and can you be content 
that trade ſhould be continued, tho? they and their ſeed ſhould pe- 
riſh for lack of knowledge, and Satan {till maintain his empire over 
theſe extenfive regions? Surely this would prove your own claim 
to the character of Chriſtians altogether futila and unfounded. As 
ſubjects, you have a right to petition both the Throne and the Se- 
nate; and if you decline to improve this privilege on the preſent 
urgent occaſion, can you be innocent, in the eye of Heaven, of the 
blood of thoſe who may periſh by the continuance of this traflic ? 
The human heart recoils at the proſpeR of continuing ſuch horrid 
ravages and depredations for ſo long a period to come, with all their 

Tt 2 . conſe- 
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conſequent calamities, which muſt prove more permanent, and a 
for the love of hi lucre, the moſt ſordid motive that can actuate 
the mind of man. Were you in their cafe, and they in yours, what 
would you with them to do for you? The reply is eaſy. Do vee. 
ven ſo for them, for fo the law of your God and Judge requires, 
Tho? the ſlave- trade has unhappily many friends and patrons, yet 
we venture to ſay that they are to be found only among the vile # 
of the people, who are as deſtitute of the ſpirit of true Britons, as 
they are of the character of real Chriſtians. The moſt conſpicuous, 
the moſt enlightened and deſerving characters in the Nation, and of 
the age, are on your fide, and, what is infivitely more, God him. 
ſelf, if you herein eſpouſe and plead his cauſe. Quit yourſelves, 
then, like men and Chriſtians, who feel for your fellow-mer, who 
love your neighbour as yourſelves, and* extend your Chriſtian be- 
nevolence, as enjoined by the great Lover of mankind, to every 
Brother of the human race; for he that loveth not his brother abi. 
deth in death, —he that hatoth him 1s a murderer, the word of God 
being allowed to determine; and, in his eſtimation, not to love is 
to hate him. 

Leet the poor natives of Africa, then, ſhare your compallion and 
your prayers ; for 1 of faith availeth much, and. the Lord 


loves thoſe who arg gheerful and active, from proper mutives, 


in promoting the good of their fellow-creatures, Your prayers 
and a part of your ſubſtance too would be well beſtowed, if 


made ſubſervient to the advancement of true religion in the world, 
and of courſe to the happineſs of the human race. It is defcrip- 
tive of a worldly, mercenary ſpirit, to car. only for our own in- 
mediate concerns. The liberal lou!, we are told, deviſeth libe- 
ral things, and by liberal things ſhall he ſtand. He that watereth 
others, ſhall be alſo watered himſelf, Let our love then be with. 
out diſſimulation, aud let us conſider one another, to provoke unto 
love and to good works, as we are exhorted, eſteeming it, with our 
Divine Maſter, more bleſſed 10 give than lo receive. 1 et it conlli. 
tute our heart's defire, and daily prayer to God, that the precious 
bleſſings of civil and religious liberty, the. light of truth and ſcience, 
and the benetits of civilization and equal government may be tx: 
zended over all the earth, and every thing that retards their pro. 
grels happily removed, May every benevolerit heart have ſocn 
cauſe to rejoice, not merely in the ceſſation of cruelty and deſpo- 


tim, but alſo in teeing willions ef our fellow. men emerging from 3 
{tate 
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ſtate of ignorance and barbariſm, in which they have been ſo long 
loſt to themſelves and to ſociety, and enjoying all thole comforts 
and accommodations which contribute to the convenience and plea- 
ſure of life !—May the time to favour that long depreciated and 
deſpiſed people, whoſe preſent deplorable caſe ſo much deſerves our 
attention and commiſeration, foon arrive, that, furniſhed with the 
means of rational improvement and religious inſtruction, they may 
yet riſe to their juſt level in the ſcale of intelligent beings May 
propitious Heaven haſten the accompliſhment of that prediction, 
Ethiopia ſhall fooh flretch out ber hands unto God that they who 
have hitherto been firangers and foreigners may be made fellow- 
citizens with the ſaints, and of the houſchold of God! 


A certain philoſophical hiſtorian * has favoured us with a ſhort 
ſpeech on this ſubject, addreſſed by a Quaker in Penſylyannia to his 
brethren, in one of their religious aſſemblies, which, he informs us, 
produced ſuch immediate conviction and remorle as ſoon iſſued in 
reſtoring liberty to all the ſlaves in that ſtate, The Reader will 
excuſe my giving it a place here, tho? I cannot entertain ſuch ſan- 
guine hopes of its ſuccels. 

„How long then ſhall we have two conſciences, two meaſures, 
two ſcales; one in our own favour, one for the ruin of our neigh- 
* bour, both equally falſe ? Is it for us, Brethren, to complain at 
* this moment, that the Parliament of Britain withes to enſlave us, 
and to impoſe upon us the yoke of ſubjects, without leaving us the 
© rights of citizens; while, for this century paſt, we have been 
* calmly acting the part of tyrants, by keeping in honds of the hard- 
* eſt ſlavery men who are our equals and our brethren? What have 
© thoſe unhappy creatures done to us, whom nature hath ſeparated 
from us by barriers ſo formidable, whom our avarice has tought 
after thro? ſtorms and wrecks, and brought away from the midſt 
of their burning ſands, or from their dark forelts inhabited by 
© tygers? What crime have they been guilty of, that they ſhould 
be torn from a country which fed them without toil, and that 
they ſhould be tranſplanted by us to a land where they periſh un- 
* der the labours of {ſervitude ? Father of heaven, what family haſt 
+ Thou then created, in which the elder born, after having ſeized 

«6 on 


Abbe Raynal, in his Hiſtory of the Britiſh Scttlements in North Arae- 
rica, 
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*« on the property of their brethren, are ſtill reſolved to compel 
© them, with flripes, to manure, with the blood of their veins and 

© the ſweat of their brow, that very inheritance of which they have 
been robbed ? Deplorable race - whom we render brutes, to 
* tyrannize over them; in whom we extinguiſh every power of the 


* foul, to load their limbs and their bodies with burdens ; ; in whom 


« we efface the image of God, and the ſtamp of manhood : © race 
„ mutilated and diſhonoured as to the faculties of mind and body, 
* throvghout its exiſtence, by us who are Chriſtians and Britons ! 
«© Britons, ye people favoured by Heaven, and reſpeQcd on the 
© ſeas, would ye be free and tyrants at the ſame inſtant? No, Bre- 
« thren : it is time we ſhould be conſiſtent with ourſelves. Let us 
& ſet free thoſe miſerable victims of our pride: Let us reſtore the 
e negroes to liberty, which man ſhould never take from man. May 
“ all Chriſtian ſocieties be induced by our example to repair an in- 
© juſtice authorized by the crimes and plunders of two centuries! 
* May men too long degraded, at length raiſe to Heaven their arms 
« freed from chains, and their eyes bathed with tears of gratitude! 
„ Alas! the unhappy mortals bave hitherto ſhed no tears, but thoſe 


& © of deſpair !” 


Sob joined is a draught of a petition, which may furniſh ſome help, 
if better be not at hand. 


F Drau 87 


” — 
— 
* 
_—_— 
— 


A Draught of a Petition to Parliament for the * 
lition of the Slave Trade, 


TO THE HONOURABLE 


THE COMMONS OF GREAT BRITAIN, 
IN PARLIAMENT ASSEMBLED. 


WE the Inhabitants of „in the County of ——, in that part 

of Great Britain called , taking into our ſerious conſide- 
ration the Trade to Africa in Slaves, ſo long carried on by Britiſh 
ſubjects, and the many unhappy conſequences that flow from it, both 
to the Natives of that Continent, and to thoſe who are in any de- 
gree engaged in it, feel ourſelves conſtrained, by a ſenſe of that du- 
ty which we owe to God, to our fellow- men, and ourſelves, to teſti- 
fy our utter abhorrence of it; and, in this conſtitutional mode, to pray 
for its ſpeedy and entire ſuppreſſion. 

From the well authenticated information which we have of Jate 
received reſpecting it, we would deem ourſelves ugworthy of the 
many valuable advantages we enjoy, as Chriſtians, and as ſubjects of 
the Britiſh empire, could we remain indifferent to the complicated, 
vet unmerited ſufferings of ſo many myriads of our fellow-creatures, 
or neglect to uſe the means which Providence hath put in our pow- 
er, in order to ſecure ſome redreſs of their grievances, and aſcertain 
them relief from the depredations of a traffic, which is not more 
contrary to the eternal principles of juſtice, than obſtructive to the 
progreſs of civilization and the ſpread of Chriſtianity in Africa. 
They cannot but lament, that the luxuries, the avarice, and artifi- 
ces of Europeans, and particularly of Britons, ſhould ſo long occa- 
ſion a conſtant warfare among its inhabitants, be the remote cauſe 
of deitroying mutual confidence—of extinguiſhing the principles of 
morality, and degrading the African nearly to the level of a bealt 
of burden; and all under the ſanction of the Britiſh Legilla- 
ture, 


Perſuaded that nations, as well as individuals, are ſacredly bound 
to 
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to do juſtly and love mercy—to cultivate that Righteouſneſs which 
alone can exalt them, and eſtabliſh their proſperity on a ſolid baſis, 
they feel the moſt ſenſible regret, when they reflect on the deep dil. 
grace, and enormous guilt, which we have incurred by this com- 
merce, and cannot help fearing the day of retribution may not be 
far off, that the righteous vengeance of the Almighty may ſoon o- 
vertake our nation, ſhould we ſtill perſiſt in holding faſt this Hea- 
ven-daring ſyſtem of iniquity, and authorizing it for any time by a 
law. Felt concern, therefore, for the honour and continued proſpe- 
rity of our Country, for the civilization and happineſs of our Afri. 
can brethren, for the ſucceſs of undefiled religion in the world, and 


for the glory of its Divine Author, actuate, if not miſtaken, in ma- 


king this application. 

Tho? they rejoice that this hateful traffic hath been condemned 
by a majority of our national Repreſentatives, and its final fate fx. 
ed, yet they cannot but lament, that the day which is to put a pe- 
riod to its horrid devaſtations is placed at ſuch a diſtance; becauſe 
from this they apprehend the moſi ſerious conſequences, both to them 
who countenance and carry it on, and alſo to thoſe who are unhap- 
pily the objects of it. While they reprobate the traffic itſelf, and 
pray for its immediate and thorough abolition, they expreſs their 
hopes, that the Legiſlature, will, in their wiſdom, juſtice, and huma- 
nity, adopt ſuch meaſures as may moſt effectually aſcertain the re- 
ligious inſtruction, and gradual emaricipation of our preſent ſlaves, 
that they may be fitted for acting, in future, in the capacity of free 


men, with honour to themſelves, and benefit to the Community, 
Even this will not indemnify the Toſs they bave ſuſtained, aud the 


injuries they have borne, in being forcibly carried away from their 
native country, their relations and connections, and ſo long made to 
bear the cruel yoke of the moſt degrading ſervitude ; tho” a ſenſe 
of equity obliges us to own, that they are juſtly entitled to all itt 


' indernnification which the nature of the caſe can admit; and, it this 
is denied them on earth, their Almighty Guardian and Judge ma; 


require it. To delay an immediate compliance with the denands 
of juſtice, humanity, and religion in the above reſpects, which every 
principle of honour and of conſcience requires, they are led to vie 


as an inſvlt to the nation at large, to our common nature, and to 


the great Author of our being, and fo affording a dreadful preſage 
of impending judgmeats, which the nation too well merits on other 


accounts, and alſo as accelerating their approach, They think them- 
ſelves 
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ſelves bound, therefore, by every conſideration calculated to weigh 
with them as men and Chriſtians, —as ſubjects of the Britiſh empire, 
and citizens of the world at large, to infilt, along with the virtuous 
and humane part of the Community, for the ſpeedy and total aboli - 
tion of a traffic, which hath already too long diſgraced the nations 
of Europe, proved a heavy ſcourge to millions of the human race, 
and ſerved to treaſure up wrath againſt the day of wrath, and reve- 
lation of the righteous judgment of God, with reſpect to this Na- 
tion in particular. 

Conſidering the many obvious and unhappy conſequences of this 
traffic, and the numerous, reſpeQable, and urgent applications which 
have of late been made to the Legillature for its immed:ate and en- 
tire ſuppreſſion, we flattered ourſelves that the united wiſdom, and 
the known juſtice and humanity of the Britiſh Senate would have 
ſaved us the diſagreeable neceſſity of petitioning repeatedly upon 
this ſubject, and them the trouble of receiving ſuch petitions; eſpe- 
cially after it has been pointedly condemned, by the judgment of 
a great majority of that Houſe, as crue/, inhuman, and unjuſt, and its 
final fate pronounced. To vote the continuation of it after this, 
appears to them not only quite irreconcilable to all the known prin- 
ciples of juſtice and equity, but alſo to that corfiſtency of charac. 
ter which all, but more particularly perſons in public and important 
{tations are indiſpenſibly bound to maintain. 


N. B. 4 few friflures cn ſome other important ſubjefls were meant 
io have been added, as the Reader will ſee from references in the 
body of the werk ; but caving to its being ſo long detained in the 
Vreſr, and ſome other arcumſlances, it was thought expedient t9 
ſuppreſs theſe at preſent, Whether they all in future fee the light, 

wil depend an the reception which this Addreſs fiads with the Pubs 


TC, 
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1 8 man a ſojourner in life, 
Still poſting thro? this vale of ſtrife, 
To death his journey's end; 
While clouds and tempeſts oft ariſe, 
And all o'ercaſt his faireſt ſkies ? 
O Heay'n, thy aid then lend: 


Emit, benign, thy cheering ray, 

Safe to conduct a pilgrim's way, 
Thro' life's each dubious road; 

The gloom of error to control, 

And thro' her miſts to guide the ſoul, 
To happineſs and God. 


By Wiidom's clear diſcerning eye, 

Each painted ſhadow teach to ſpy, 
Of folly's empty (how : 

O give to ſee, thro? her diſguiſe, 

That all, but ſacred virtue's joys, 
Are vanity and woe. 


The ſons of vice, O Lord, reclaim, 
1 And teach them to revere thy name, 

1 | That theſe no more infeſt: 

. Shew mercy on Britannia's ile, 

ö Whoſe daring crimes each Where defile; 

F And let us ſtill be bleſt. A; 


Let King, and Prieſt, and People join, 
j And their beſt «forts ſtill combine, 

| In virtue's noble caule ; 

f That truth, and piety, and peace, 

May ev'ry where their ſway increaſe 
[ And all revere the laws, 
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Vice and impiety ſoon check, 

Nor let theſe prove the Nation's wreck, 
And fo degrade the great: 

Religion, riſing from the duſt, 

Still multiply and bleſs the juſt, 
And aims of vice defeat, 


Aſunder break each galling chain, 
Which man degrade, and {well his pain; 
And make the nations tree 
That high and low may hence-unite, 
In cauſing mutual delight, 
And humage pay to Thee. 


This homely I'flay, own and bleſs, 
Therewith command thy pow'rful grace; 
Nor let it prove in vain ; 
With Thee, 'tis nought by thoſe to ſave, 
Who neither ſkill nor prowels have ; 
To patronize it deign. 


The gift divine of grace impart, 
T' iliume the mind, t' adorn the heart; 
For this will ever bloom, 
When this vain world, with its parade, 
Shall vaniſh, like an empty ſhade, 
Or iuto ſmoke conſume. 


When time's each care, each joy are paſt, 
And uther ſcenes which ever laſt, 
Be Paradiſe our home; 
And let cur conduct ſtill diſplay, 
To this abode the ſureſt way, 
Acquit at the laſt doom, 


Array'd in Jeſus? robes divine, 
For ever may we ſpotleſs ſhine, 
Still bleſſed in bis love; 
Where ſtreams of pleaſure ever flow, 
Without one mixed drop of woe, 
Made tings and prigſ above. 
| Uu 2 
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THE END, 


Lately Publiſhed by J. Guthrie, No 2, Nicolſon-Streer, 


Tux AFRICAN SLAVE TRADE; 
ORs A 


Short view of the Evidence, relative to that ſubject, 


With ſuch remarks as naturally flowed from it : 


All meant to evince the ſound policy and moral obligation of its 
immediate and entire abolition; as alſo of adopting ſuch meaſures 
as may aſcertain Liberty to the preſent Slaves in due time. To 
which is ſubjoined an Appendix, containing the late Debate 
in the Houſe of Commons upon that important queſtion, with 
ſome ſtrictures thereon, and the decifion which cloſed it: Alſo a 
ſpecimen of the Reſolutions advertiſed to the public reſpecting 


it, Oc. and a Paraphraſe of Moſes? Song in verſe ; or, the Tri- 4 


umph of the reſcued Captives over their Oppreſſors. 


